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*. OF FLORIDA. 





ADMIRAL COLIGNY’S ATTEMPT TO ESTAB- 
LISH COLONIES IN THAT STATE—ATRO- 
CIOUS SLAUGUTER OF THE COLONISTS BY 
THE SPANIARDS, AXD THE TERRIBLE R&- 
VENGE TAKEN BY A FRENCH SOLDIER. 
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In Besant’s life of Admiral Coligny, who is : 
popularly known as the first victim of the: 
massacre of St. Bartholomew, a chapter is | 
devoted to his attempt to establish a colony | 


in Florida which might become a place of 


refuge for French Protestants in times of per- | 


secution and trouble. 


what is now the city of Rio Janeiro, but it 
failed through the foolishness und treachery 


He had already made- 
an attempt to do this in Brazil on the site of 


of the man he had selected to command the 


expedition. 


expeditions are known to history, one inci- 


dent of a most extraordinary character is re- | 


lated for the first time with detail in Besant’s 
interesting biography of the great chief of the 
Huguenot cause, and is deserving of narra- 
tion. For the first expedition the admiral se- 
lected Jean Ribaut, a skilful and daring 
sailor, and faithful and trustworthy. Ribaut 


sailed from Havyrein February, 1562, witha 
good number of soldiers, workmen and gen- 
tlemen on board his two small ships. Two 
months later he reached the coast of Florida, 
not far from San Augustine, and followed 
the shore till he reached Port Royal, to which 
he gave the name, where he landed, and took 
possession in the nameof the king, as was 
the custom. A fort of earthwork was 
erected on Isle Charlesfort at the mouth of 
the river. Having arranged everything, and 
appointed Albert dela Pierria to the com- 
id of the colony, consisting of twenty- 
it men, Ribaut set sail, and soon re- 
1ed to France. 
e found the country engaged in civil war. 
could neither get recruits nor money for 
infant colony. Meanwhile, the colony. 
on well with the natives, but when the 
ter rains came and the natives could not 
zer supply food, the colonists were re- 
ed to living on roots, acorns and berries. 
‘kuvy Were too proud or too indolent to culti- 
vate the soil, Much misery ensued. There 
were internal dissensions and troubles. The 


| 


fort took fire, and was partially destroyed. | 


Ribaut did not return, as expected, with re- 
enforcements and supplies. There was mu- 
tiny, and Pierria was murdered. Before the 
end of the second year the surviving colo- 
nists built a rude vessel and put to sea to re- 
turn to France, which they reached after a 
wretched voyage, subsisting at the last on 
the flesh of one of their comrades, who was 
chosen by lot and killed to furnish food. 

Admiral Coligny, nothing discouraged, 
prepared a second and more important outtit, 
and putitundercommanud of Captain Lau- 
donnicre, who had formed part of Ribaut’s 
The three ships sailed in 
May, 144, and tonched the Florida coast in 
June. He coasted for some time, but finding 
no more favorable spot than the mouth of the 
Kiviere de May, where Ribaut had set up a 
stone with the royal arms of France engraved 
upon it, landed, and proceeded to build a fort 
ona smali triangular island, which he numed 
Fort Caroline. 

The early history of this colony was but 
& repetition of the history of many other 
French colonial beginnings. The colonists 
quarrelled with the natives, and then among 
themselves. Laudonnicre had no facility for 
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get no supplies from them. They | 


they could 
lived on boiled roots and herbs. They would 
not even condesceud to fish, though the river 
abounded in them. They were all gentle- 
ren, and were emulous of the success of 
Pizarro and Cortez. They were avery miser- 
able lot. Finally there wasa mutiny. ‘The 
governor and bis lieutenants were seized. 
The mutineers, after wasting the provi- 


_ sions of the colony, took two of the ships, pro- 
. | visioned them, and set off ona pirating ex- 


» pedition. 


—s 


- to King Philip of Spain. 


But they had bad luck. They fell 





in with a Spanish fleet, were surrounded | 
, and all killed but twenty-six, who escaped | 


in &@ small vessel and returned to Fort Caro- 


line, where four of them were executed. , 


Famine had broken the spirits of all the col- 
onists, and they were submissive to Laudon- 
nitre. One small ship was left them. They 
fitted it up and provisioned it, and were on 
the point of embarking to return to France, 
when along came John Hawkins, the Eug- 
lish explorer, and stayed with them four 
days, gave them flour and other provisions, 
and a small “ to help them back. They 
at once baked the flour into bread, get casks 
of wateron board, and were ready to set 
sail, when who should turn up but Ribaut 


Whitic. tho Widin tadideiits oF the Florida. | himself, with seven ships, six hundred sol- 


diers, provisions, powder and arms. So 
there was no more thought of returning to 
France. 

But this attempt to found a French Prot- 
estant colony in Florida was not unknown 
He did n’t like it. 
He hated the Huguenots to begin with, and 
it looked as though the French were poach- 
ing im his preserves. He refused to recog- 


_hize the colony at all as a creation of the 


French Government, with which he was then 
interested to be at peace. So he picked out 
Menandez, a good deal of a brute, and sent 
him off at the head of an expedition of 2600 
soldiers and ofticers to attack Fort Caroline 


a 
eee ee 


and blot out the French colony. The col- | 


onists had been warned of his coming, aud 
when Menandez arrived in front of it, he 
thought it prudent not to make a direct at- 
tack by water, but by land. 

Meantime the French helda eouncil of 
war. Ribaut advised one thing and Laudon- 
nicre another. The wrong head prevailed. 
The French ships sailed to destroy the Span- 
ish ships, but a tempest came up, the ships 
were wrecked, and arms, clothing and provi- 
sions lost. Then it became a question, not 
of conquering the Spaniards, but of saving 
themselves. Laudonnicre was in command 
ofthe garrison of but 150 soldiers, and forty 
of them sick. They awaited the attack, but 
itdid not come. The fact was, Menandez 
was groping about in theswamps and forests, 
drenched by rains and sick and discouraged, 
trying to find the way by land to the rear of 
the French colony. They were in the act of 
retreating to their ships when Menandez dis- 
covered the earthworks and cannon of Fort 


' Caroline through the branches of the trees. 
| The French sentinels had chosen that oppor- 


tune time to leave their posts. Menandez at 
once attacked om three sides, took the fort, 
and putallto the sword but Laudonnitre 
and twenty men, who managed to escape. 
The women and children, the old and sick, 
were slaughtered. No one was spared. 

The three French ships in port, with Jacques 
Ribaut, the brother of the governor, in coim- 
mand, cut their cables and two escaped. One 
was sunk by the cannon of the fort. These 
ships picked up the French fugitives along 
the coast, and got back to France speedily. 
But Hibaut, the governor, with his little 
army, Was wandering aloug the coast, trying 
to get back to Fort Caroline. Finally, when 
Within five miles of it, some friendly Indians 
inet and told them the Spanish tlag was flying 
overit. The Frenchmen could not retreat. 
They were wretched and wiserable. They 
must «ie of starvation, or trust to the mercy 
of Menandez. There was a parley. Menandez 


' said be would spare all but the Protestants. 
So this advanced division of Ribaut’s little 


army—Z0V in all—surrendered. They were 
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obt up one by one, and as they crossed | 
it were stabbed, “os a all but eight, | 
, ° not uguenot. * i 
ue rent day Kibaut arrived with the rest 
of his exhausted forces. There was anotler | 
parley, and their safety was pledged by a 
Spanish ofticer if, they would surrender; but ; 
some of them put no faith in these pledges | 
and fled into the woods. The rest surren- 
dered, were tied, taken across the river and 
stabbed as they crossed the fatal line. There 
were 400 in all who thus perished. Then the 
Spaniards built a pile of wood and burned | 
the bodies of the 600 dead men. Peay 
The news of the affair made a great noise | 
in Europe, producing different emotions as j 
people were lad or sorry that the colony | . 
was asiteemiahed: The French made private | 
war on Spanish merchantmen by way of re- | 
yenge, and did immense mischief. But the 
French Government took no action. The 
friends of King Philip were too influential, 
and were already plotting the destruction of 
the Huguenots in France. And now comes 
the singular part of this dramatic story. , 
- Dominique de Gourgues, a man of nob! @ 
birth, a soldier by proiession, who had seen 
service in Italy, and had held a post with 
thirty men against an entire Spanish corps— | 
-an act of bravery rewarded by the massacre 
‘of the little garrison and the sending of the | 
‘gallant Captain Gourgues to the galleys— 
‘undertook at his own expense to revenge | 
ort Caroline. “He had been a voyageur to’ 
Brazil, the West Indies and the coast of Af- 
rica. 
Gourgues was not rich, but he sold all he 
liad, borrowed all he could, and fitted.out 
three small ships, manned by eighty sailors 
and one hundred arquebusiers. He gave out 
that he was going to the coast of Africa on: 
an adventure, and actually sailed in that di- 
rection, but then changed his course and: 
made direct for Florida, which he reached 
after much trouble and some fighting by the. 
way. When he sighted Florida he told his 
soldiers and sailors what he proposed to do. 
Concealing his men, his ships passed Fort 
Caroline,which fired a salute, supposing them 
/to be Spanish, and landed some fifteen miles | 
f}above. The Indians, when they found them 
to be Frenchmen, not Spaniards, whom they 
hated for their cruelties, tlocked to the. 
French and became auxiliaries. The Span- | 
iards, suspecting nothing, were reconstruct- 
ing the fort, and at one point the lines had | 
only been drawn. ‘There the French attack 
was made. The Spaniards were surprised, 
and eighty of them killed in the outer fort. 
The cunnon were turned on it. There was 
also an attack from the rear. The Spaniards 
lost their heads, and the second fort was car- 
ried with a rush, and all killed except fifteen, 
who were bound. But there was Fort Carce 
line itself defended by 200 men. Gourgues 
surrounded it with his Indians. A spy was 
sent out, caught, and sent back, with the re- 
port that the French were 2000 strong. Then 
the Spaniards sent out sixty men, witha view 
of drawing the French out, but they were 
ambuscaded, cut off, and all killed. Then 
came the grand assault on the citadel itself. 
The Spanish, panic stricken, made but little 
resistance, and all but sixty were killed. 
Gourgues would have saved more to make 
his revenge complete, but he could n’t. After 
the fighting was over, he took his seventy- 
five prisoners, hanged them oue by one, de- 
stroyed the fort, set up the inscription, “I do 
} this, not to Spaniards, but to traitors, thieves 
and murderers,’”’ then took ship and sailed 
back to France, reasonably satisfied with 
what he had done. Philip wanted him hand- 
' ed over to the mercy of the Spanish law, but 
. Admiral Coligny successfully remonstrated,? i 
'suying that “if De Gourgues had had so. 
much courage as to undertake alone what alls 
“rance should have done, he deserved greata 
ecolnpense instead of punishment.” [Cin-} 
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Historical collections of Louisiana and Florida, including 
translations of original manuscripts relating to their discovery 
and settlement, with numerous historical and biographical 
notes. By B. F. French ... New series. New York, J. Sabin 
& sons, 1869. ; 
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“subseriber’s copy no, 44." 500 copies printed, according to Sabin 
(Bibl. amer.) 

Preceded by the author’s “Tlistoric2! collections of Louisiana’, 1846— 
53, 5 vols, and followed by his “Tistorieal collections of Louisiana and 
Florida”, 2d ser., 1875. 

French originals of the first and third pieces are found in Margry’s 
“Découvertes et ¢tablissements des Francais dans Tlouest et dans la 





sud”, 1S79-SS., v. 4, p. 21-34, - v. 3, p. 875-586. The fourth is re- 
printed from Hakluyt’s i translation of “L'’histoire notable de 
la Floride”, 1586. ( nee : : 
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PORCE PE ArGek . 


HE history of the discovery and colonization 
of Louisiana and Florida is replete with inter- 
esting and instructive incident; and, since 
they have been ceded to the United States, 





it is gratifying to perceive that, every year, 
the events of their early history are becoming more attractive 
to the scholar, and that portion of the public who take an 
interest in the investigation and study of American Colonial 
history. And, probably, at no time since their cession could 
their history be undertaken with so many advantages as at 
present, when the more enlightened policy of foreign govern-. 
ments (especially England, France, and Spain) have thrown 
open their national archives to the inspection of the scholar, 
trom which he may now gather materials for history without 
official restrictions. 

It is from facts that history derives its importance, and not 
from a few striking incidents, embellished with the fascinating 
language of the historian. With a strong desire, therefore, to 
explore this untrodden field, and to clear up the mists that 
hang over their Colonial history, the author of this work under- 
took, many years ago, to collect materials for a history of 
Louisiana and Florida; and the favor with which the First 
Series of his ‘*‘ Historical Collections of Louisiana,” and, inci- 
dentally, of Florida and Alabama, was received by the public, 
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: PREFACE. 


has encouraged him to prepare a new series for the press, under 
the title of ‘‘ HisrorrcaL CoLLections oF LovuIsIANA AND 
Froripa,” with the hope that it will not prove unacceptable 
to the Scholar and the Antiquarian. 

In this work will be found translations of copies of original 
historical manuscripts deposited in the archives of France, and 
an unbroken series of important events which occurred in the 
colonization of Louisiana, from 1698 to 1721, never before 
printed ; also, HAKLuyT’s translation of LAUDONNIERE’s history 
of the attempt of the Protestants (Huguensts) of France to 
colonize Florida, from 1562 to 1567. 

The object of this work is to trace, from piece manu- 

scripts, the gradual advance of French and Spanish colonization 
in Louisiana and Florida, and the progressive extension of our 
Republican institutions over the vast country acquired from 
France and Spain, extending from the Gulf of Mexico to the 
Pacific Ocean, and its conversion from a savage wilderness to 
a populous and highly civilized community. 
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FAGSIMILE OF ORIGINAL AUTOGRAPHS OF THE FRENCH AND 


SPANISH GOVERNORS OF LOUISIANA: 
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Memoir, 


CouNT DE PONTCHARTRAIN, 


ON THE 


IMPORTANCE OF ESTABLISHING A COLONY IN LOUISIANA. 


By M. DE REMONVILLE, 


TRANSLATED FROM A COPY OF THE ORIGINAL MANUSCRIPT DEPOSITED IN THE 


MARINE DEPARTMENT, PARIS. 


Paris, Dec. 10;:1697: 


sHonseiqneur : 


H E country wherein we propose to estab- 
lish a colony is one of vast extent, and is 
watered by the Adississippi, and its tribu- 
taries, more than sixteen hundred leagues 
in extent. The Adississippi river has its 


source in the north-western part of North 





America, and its mouth in the south-west, where it empties into 
the Gulf of Mexico. There are many large and beautiful rivers 
which flow into the AZississtppz, both on the eastern and western 
sides, which embrace a vast extent of territory, and is now only 


inhabited by Indians. 


1697. 
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The estuary of the AZississipp7 is in about the thirtieth degree 
of north latitude; and, although the climate is warm, it is very 
salubrious in most places. ‘The country abounds in everthing 
necessary for the conveniences of life. It produces two crops 
of maize, or Indian corn, annually. It is an excellent article 
of food; and, when one becomes accustomed to it, the corn of 
Europe can be easily dispensed with. There are also a great 
variety of grapes, which make excellent wines, and, we may 
reasonably hope that, with proper culture, upon the most 
approved plan, a sufficient quantity of wine could be produced 
to supply the wants of all the inhabitants of that country. 

A great abundance of wild cattle are also found there, which 
might be domesticated by rearing up the young calves, besides 
every variety of wild game. In the south-west, towards the 
Spanish settlements of New Mexico, the country abounds in 
wild horses, which the Indians readily exchange for articles of 
merchandize. The greater part of European fruits which grow 
there are of larger size and better quality. The country ts 
covered with beautiful natural meadows, affording abundant 
pasturage, and the forests yield an abundance of building 
material in most places, which, on account of the navigable 
streams, could be cheaply transported, and the settlers comfort- 
ably housed in a short space of time. 

The country is beautifully diversified with hill and dale ; 
the air is pure and invigorating, and the winter is seldom felt 
there. From these causes the colonists could subsist there 
agreeably, easily, and abundantly. 


The trade in furs and peltry would be immensely valuable 
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LOUISIANA AND FLORIDA, 3 ; 


and exceedingly profitable. We could also draw from thence 
a great quantity of buffalo hides every year, as the plains and 
forests are filled with those animals. 

The country abounds with white mulberry trees, and the 
climate being the same as that of Sverly (Italy) and a part of 
India, silk worms could be easily raised, and the article of silk 
would, in time, become a source of infinite value to France. 
There are, besides, large districts of country where iron, lead, 
tin, and copper is found in rich deposits. There is also an 
abundance of cedar and other wood, of variegated colors, suitable 
for ornamental work, no less beautiful than the Brazilian wood, 
which are articles of prime necessity for the kingdom. 

Hemp is indigenous, and grows to the height of eight or 
ten feet without cultivation. In many places the country is 
covered with it. This article would be of great utility for 
ropes, cables, sails, and the coarsest linen fabrics. 

The oak forests are admirable for the ship-timber they pro- 
duce, and masts may there be obtained equal to those of Nor- 
way, so that the company which his Majesty might select 
could, in a short time, construct all his vessels by simply send- 
ing over the necessary workmen. 

Such are some of the advantages which may be reasonably 
expected, without counting those resulting from every day’s 
experience. We might, for example, try the experiment of 
cultivating fine and long staple cotton, as well as tobacco, which 
can be produced of as good quality as any that comes from 
Cuba or Virginia; all of which would be of great public utility, 


and promote commerce with that country, which will be all the 









7 a An ape 
bt ta. ae wie 7 * & yom 3 | het ee tty 


yy wr. aliens 









bas enixlg of) 26 .1ROY yio¥S ab id. ab End Yo vai 
i" eal prie 




















. a ay 
_-alamnitis seods ds Ww pollat aha oan 
det } ee 
j ; Modiven “orig dws ‘ie @ ehauads euanue > oT 
VG © bak (y'831) Woi® Yo gedy as onnae. of} a nil 
lie Yo . ea ee 


bluoy emo alie sib 7 
; salad edmiz nt bl luow 


hy - o4 " * o os . y 2 —— - a 
) 10, eaMeib. gual esbieed .sin ial ae 


t "ir r Ss uy bans * " 
eS 6) Of SOW; SINSMENw It | OE 






i nian Ye ry ae 
mig to 29loitin 318 Adit 
DO , vonsgibar él qmsH 
‘eVi7iu> Juodsiw Jost fs 
; inn eid ah oittive | 
5 ‘ owl nw bowvos 
{ Py Z 
3 e@ 1 ae <2aldas . 
’ ls les rot +20 ofT 
centdn acl wenuln on tttinaee © i re ) 
a risa yarn eaamen bee sub 
| 2 mais 08 Yew 
-TNMode s ni ahhnos | of 
~ Ls OAIOW VIR mS erty 13¥0 gui 
‘ 2 A f : i 
5INOe Sie e dowd re 
4 i ‘ 47 . 4 ds) fe 
7 “3! rei ie vor) i'w arog 
A3 2 () g2iMsxS yOL. .3 git 9 iv ° somaiiaqy > 
' i - Zt vi bitt [| : nal res [ : ey = 
5< 1 4 ;* g a Oi ue , Serr gnisevith i? 
lo beam bow od a 2. 
t . id “4 t , i { fpf : , , 
MV prt} y 
@ fa - 
od ma O20 jlw dow Ww C TUAUOD 3 (3 Asive 


oe RES eee? =>: 


99 OF neree reer 


a a ate op ee A GN ES NE Yan 


ee 


a 


1697. 
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more advantageous from the fact that it will not be necessary to 
send out specie, as articles of merchandize and trinkets are all 
that is desired by the Indians in exchange. Besides, from this 
traffic, a vast amount of specie will be brought into the king- 
dom from foreign countries. 

It is almost certain that, with good pilots, two or three con- 
venient ports on the Gulf of Mexico and in Louisiana might be 
established, which it would be the interest of the government to 
fortify; and, in this manner, his Majesty could, by force or 
arms, soon secure to himself legitimate possession of the whole 
of Mexico and Louisiana. 

SIEUR DE REMONVILLE has visited the whole of this vast 
province as far as the ///imais, and was well acquainted with M. 


CAVELIER DE LA SALLE,* who gave him important intorma- 











* The immediate result of the discoveries made in North America, by M. Ropert 
CAVELIER DE LA SALLE, was the colonization of the Mississippi valley by the French, 
and although the object of his last voyage, in 1685, was unsuccessful, yet it finally led 
the King to send an expedition, under M. pv’Ipervitte, to the Gulf of Mexico, 
which contributed so much to the glory of France, 

The particulars of the personal history of M. ve LA SALLE, previous to his voyage 
down the Vississippi, are few. He was a native of Rouen, and of one of the most 
distinguished families there. In early life he resolved to consecrate himself to God, 
and entered the Society of Jesus. After passing ten years among them, he came 
to Canada, and, under the administration of M. M. ve Courcities and Taton, he 
showed his great aptitude for prosecuting discoveries, and was very early employed 
in making explorations of the country bordering on the lakes. M. pe Frontenac 
selected him to command Fort Frontenac, where he remained nearly a year. 

In 1675, he returned to France, and on the 13th of May, in the same year, he 
obtained of the King of France the government and property of Fort Frontenac, which 
had been established under the name of Fort Cataragui (now Kingston, in Canada 
West), on condition that he would erect a regular stone tort, and maintain, at his own 
expense, a sufficient garrison, and Reco//ect missionaries in the Indian villages around 
it. Animated with lively hopes, he now returned to Canada, with thirty men, and 


scrupulously fulfilled all these conditions. 
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LOUISIANA AND FLORIDA. 5 


tion about this country. He was a man of distinguished birth, 
and possessed a fine estate. He proposed to me the formation 


of a company, the establishment of which should be without 


In 1677, he sailed again to France, and in the following year he was commis- 
sioned to prosecute the exploration of the JVJississippi river. The letters patent of 
1678 [‘ Historical Collections of Louisiana,” Vol. 1, p. 35] were issued to him with 
2 distinct political object. The “ £/ Dorado” of America was possessed by Spain, 
and France desired to seize the prize. 

Corsert thought it important, for the service and glory of France, to establish a port 
ror French vessels in the Gulf of Mexico, where the French might establish them- 
elves and harass the Spaniards, in the countries from whence they drew their wealth. 
Wich these objects in view, M. pe ta Satter undertook to descend the Mississippi 
which Marquette and Jotier had before explored, as far as the Arkansas river. On 
leaving France, he had the good fortune to have had recommended tu him, by the 
Prince pe Conti, the Chevalier Henry pe Tonty, asa companion in his discoveries. 
[See Memoir of M. pe Tonty in “ Historical Collections of Louisiana,” Vol. 1, p. 
s2.] He and his companion, M. ve Tonry, lett Rochelle on the 14th July, 1678, and 


arrived at Quebec in September following. They proceeded to Fort Frontenac, where 


they were joined by the Recol/lect Fathers Gapriet Louis HENNEPIN and ZENOBE 


Messre, members of the order of St. Francis. On the 7th of August of the 
same year, La Sacre set sail trom Kingston, in the Griffin, the first vessel that ever 
Huated on Lake Erie, with thirty-two men and two missionaries, and in a few days 
arrived at Detroit, the sight of which was pleasing to his companions, They were 
delighted with the beauty of the scenery. On the 23d of August, he passed through a 
small lake, to which he gave the name of St. C/air, and entered Lake Huron, and in 
nve days more arrived at Michilimackinac. Here he disembarked trom the Griffin, 
to hear mass celebrated in the chapel of the Ortawvas, where he was received by the 
Indians with every mark of distinction. 

In the month of September, he arrived in the bay of the Puans, on the western 
shure of Lake Michigan, and on the 18th of September the Griffin set sail with a valu- 
able cargo of furs tor Canada, but was never afterward heard of. La Sacte, after the 
departure of his vessel, continued his route to St, FosepA, on the borders of Lake Michi- 
yan. Here he erected a turt, to which he gave the name of Miami. On the Ist of 
January, 1680, he reached Lake Peoria, called Pimitont by HENNEPIN, not far from 
which he built Fort Crevecaur. La Sate now determined to return to Fort Frontenac, 
and, before his departure, he instructed HENNEPIN to ascend the Mississippi river to its 
source. While he was exploring the upper Mississippi, La Save’s affairs grew worse at 
Creveceur, and he resolved to go to ALontrea/ to put his affairs in order, in which he suc- 


ceeded, At this place he made his will. [ Historical Collections of Louisiana,” Vol. 
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6 HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS OF 


expense to the King, and it is in relation to this that I have 


now the honor to address your Lordship. 


M. DE La SALLE’s design was to go to Canada and take with 


1, p. 51.] He abandoned his extensive plan of establishing forts at different points 
in the west, and pursued his route to the sea. He left Fort Frontenac on the 28th of 
August, 1781, accompanied by M. pe Tonty, Father ZeENopeE Mempre, twenty-two 
Frenchmen, and eighteen savages of the Mohegan and Abenaguis tribes, the bravest in 
America, crossed the portage at Chicagou to the I/linois river, and on the 6th February, 
1682, he reached the Mississippi river, which he named Colbert. Like Marquette, 
he followed the course of the great river, without stopping to survey the beautiful 
scenery of the adjoining country. As he drew near the outlets of this great inland sea, 
he met with a number of Indian nations inhabiting its banks, such as the Tamarsas, 
Akansas, Chickasaws, Taensas, Choctaws, Houmas, and the Natchez, rendered celebrated 
by the writings of Du Pratz, Du Monr, CuaTeausprianD, and other travellers; but, 
being obliged to stop several times, he did not arrive at the mouth of the great river 
until the 7th of April, and on the gth he took formal possession of the country in the 
name of Louis XIV, which he named Louisiana. After which, he ordered an authentic 
act to be drawn up, and a leaden plate, on which was inscribed the arms of France, was 
deposited in ‘the earth. [ ‘‘ Historical Collections of Louisiana,” Vol. 1, p. 45.] ‘Thus, 
the discovery of the Jrssissippi (CotzertT) was completed by the French, from its 
mouth to the Fa//s of St. Anthony, and La Satre retraced his steps to Canada. In 
the following year (1683) he arrived in France, at the period when Louis XIV was 
at the height of his glory, and was acknowledged the most powerful monarch of 
Europe. Although the great CorperT was no more, La SaLce met with the warmest 
reception by his son Seicnetay, who was Minister of Marine, and who could refuse 
nothing to La Sarre, who had endowed France with one of the finest countries in the 
world. He presented to the Minister of Marine two memoirs, which are printed in 
the first volume of the “ Historical Collections of Louisiana.” In one he gives an 
account of the country south of the Jdissfssippi; and in the other he urges an expedi- 
tion, by sea, to take possession, plant colonies, and confirms the statement of HENNEPIN 
to seize the mines of St. Barbe, while, at the same time, he alludes to the possibility 
of opening a passage to the South Sea. He proposed to his Majesty to unite Canada 
with Louisiana, and to extend his sovereignty to the Gulf of Mexico. This prospect 
was readily countenanced by the King, and instructions were given to his minister to 
proceed immediately to colonize Louisiana. Four vessels were placed at the disposal of 
La Sate, and two hundred and eighty persons were embarked on board, and, while 
preparing to sail, he was joined by Jourer, who ultimately became the historian of the 
expedition. [See Journal of Jouret, in “ Historical Collections of Louisiana,” Vol. 1, 


p. 85.] 
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him a large number of persons of that country, and proceed to 
the /i/insis, and follow the same route he had pursued before to 
the mouth of the A“ississippr river. Having arrived there, he 


would commence to construct forts, make a proper examination 


On the 24th of July, 1684, this little squadron, under command of M. pve Beavyeu, 
lett Rochelle for the Gulf of Mexico. Scarcely had they set sail when a misunder- 
standing arose between De Beauyev and La Satte, in consequence of which it led 
to an error in navigating the vessels, and went out of the proper course, instead of 
being at the east, they were far to the west of the mouth of the Mississippi, and, on 
the 14th of February, 1685, La Sate landed in St. Bermard’s Bay, now called 
Matagorda, in Texas, at a distance of one hundred and thirty leagues from the Missis- 
sippi. 

The first object of La Satie was to build a fort, and, on the 14th of March, M. ve 
Braujeu finally abandoned the young colony left on an inhospitable shore, and exposed 
to the most imminent danger from the natives. When it was completed, he ascended 
the Rrwiere aux Vaches, to a distance of about two leagues, where he commenced, in 
July, the erection of another fort, which he called Sz. Louts, in honor of the King, and 
abandoned the old fort. This was the settlement which made Texas a part of Louisi- 
ana, La Sacre now resolved to go in search of the AZississippi river, and, in October, 
he left the fort, leaving Jouret in command. At the end of four months he returned 
to Fort St. Louis without finding it. Another expedition was then resolved on, and the 
tort was placed under the command of M. te Barsrer, and, on the 12th of January, 
1687, M. va Sarre and his companions—JouTet, Father Anastasius Douay, Cavalier 
the Priest MoranceT, Dunaut, and others, in all, seventeen persons—set out for the 
Hlinots, On the 16th of March they reached one of the tributaries of the Trinity River, 
Texas. At this point of the journey, a conspiracy was formed to assassinate La Sate. 
He lived about an hour after he had been wounded, and was buried on the spot where he 
was shot, on the rgth of March, 1687. ‘Thus perished,” says Father Anastasius 
Dovay, “our wise conductor, constant in adversities, intrepid, generous, engaging, 
skillful, and capable of anything. He who, during a period of twenty years, had 
softened the fierce temper of a vast number of savage nations, was massacred by his 
vwn people. He died in the vigor of life, in the midst of his career and labors, 
without the consolation of having seen their results.” i“ Historical Collections of 
Louisiana,” Vol. 1v, p. 214. ] 

To him must be mainly ascribed the discovery of the vast regions of the A/ississippi 
valley, and the subsequent occupation and settlement of them, while his name justly 
holds a prominent place among those which adorn the history of cilvilization in North 


America. 








es 











































ay + odhed, bouruq em orbs 





° 


, : 

ein Je 

> roe ant touneN09 os Reacies 10 
iv. 


Venn 
' 
es i 


~ 


oe rods bovirs, gaivel 198 4 


J restteri mex 19G | ote | £ 


2 ans 


; 2 7 : 
is Wi to haemmos + vistil aids pha, elu] Yo dpe a7 a@. 


bert een ostzsM ts ru adi wh sabia § 


Laid : ‘PACHOD MH BATAS Moh bas opus wd Hewded see1e gibmes y 


v { if z) ; i bees [ ony 6g grime given at wits an wy 
‘ i a! Lf a je* 3 '.) o79W vod Peto) of i; 3% t gated 
} f ae - 7) 
* : a 5 AIAG AD (PRO Viteed Yo a le ae 
a ? bork ite to yong: Ye saxeT ni lin yeti 
i iw) 
a Wid ew 52102 AD Wo tapide toh oT a 
— wp. fins ; Ai ur . \ nola> pewoy < i iovnada viteai vaya 
re - tas iW/ + 7 sch Insnienmi Or ott “ 
at boone pra woods Yo somets oF dL xan evllell oy ty 
: i. 4 . * f “a 
bos cain. la> orf ol T radione to noitsais ails a) 
tT Ye ‘tT 1 blo sis banoba seed 
‘ : i 
t ' mm . hig , ' “es ¢ een ry WOR sine ad tm : 
' .¥ ra f’ : "4 : i Ti ivsyl j jel vel ~—_ A 
Sy f ' Beiheerey won? w see 2% vei ,e 
; a ¢ 
Mma TS "?) bos%e)q ow = 
> ‘7 ves Gj ek aa My cei 
3 \ wut] ct dre ®e Mv anit ‘| ods 7 
; rh Eye yo} | eT Bib) dnd fr orly n> “Ne V 
—— * : ¥ 
reer, tit ty rk “ sila 8A 46a 
7] { » tates yur ‘f we suas bevil oH 
"  TSOt doveM Yo deer sd ne aoe 
O2 Wwireknus » iw we" | vaso 
i sev P 7 3 ‘i vids¥ Me to atde [49 hie esti 4 2 
. y pPNCMIGR WAYS ye echary , H Voy Tea ovr andy “bons ere 7 
[ 3 si gi » te? ; ; eet 93 ai bob 2H al 
rr ma 
f 2 : “iese ani art Yo “ ivadog rie oi 
r - " % we.) 
jdt . | vt doV hit 
fier aye is ke mav tel) Ci2%020b sit bobiroee vinden od sone 
r. 
ot SHPO air ‘ writ rotisisioy bere aektotw aa rersupsudup ada b 
a oe 
104 Ah we ivliz Ja yreseid, waly mobe doleby eid ances wana ven : 
lee, 





8 HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS OF 


1697. of the coasts, and upon his own account, establish necessary 





_ measures for taking permanent possession of the province. 

He proposed, also, to proceed there by the Gulf of Mexico 
with two small vessels, carrying with him two or three hundred 
men, build his forts, and send back a notification thereof; the 
two projects he left to choice. 

He supposed that, peace being established, it would only be 
necessary to notify foreign countries of the fact of taking pos- 
session, and that, being in no danger of external trouble, other 
matters could be arranged at leisure; not doubting for a moment, 
that when the feasibility and healthfulness of the establishment 
became known, a multitude of persons engaged in commerce 
would readily join the company, and in a year or two all the 
funds necessary for its perpetuation would be easily obtained. 

The Sreur Fovessin, a skillful and intelligent merchant, who 
had the intention of joining his company, has pointed out the 
inconvenience of these two propositions. He has represented— 
and we know the facts from other quarters—that the English enter- 
tain serious ideas of forming a similar establishment, If the route by 
Canada were taken, they would not fail to anticipate us, and if, by 
the way of the gulf, with two small vessels, they would be endangered 
by the English buccaneers and pirates who infest those seas, from 
New York to Florida and “famaica; and, in this manner, the 
English might cut off those two vessels, without which the 
enterprise would be defeated. It is known that vessels clear 
from the Thames under false pretexts; and, moreover, the 
Spaniards would not look quietiy on and behold the French 


settling in their neighborhood, without aiding those enemies in 
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a covert manner, even if they dared not commit open hostilities. 1697. 
In a word, he does not possess sufficient prudence to succeed ae, 
with so small a force, and if he should miscarry, he would have 
no means of returning. Your Lordship must know that M. 
FOUESSIN Carries on an extensive commerce with England, and, 
besides, there are two brothers of them, one of which is now 
actively engaged with the English, and has but a short time 
since returned from Virginia, whilst the other is in Florida, so 
that he is well informed of the designs of the English upon 
Louisiana,* and of the great efforts they are making to become 
masters of the Adississippi. 
There is, besides, a rumor that Mr. Witit1am PENN, an 
Englishman, has sent from Pennsylvania fifty men to the Wa- 
bash to make a settlement there, by which they can have easy 
access by land to the Adississippi; and, although the route is long 
and difficult, the English, who are not easily discouraged when 
the subject of extending their commerce is in question, will, » 
without doubt, surmount all difficulties, if time is given them. 
It is, therefore, important that, in forming an establishment of 
such importance, great diligence is necessary, and forces sufh- 
cient should be provided, that the enterprise may not suffer from 
interruption. 
To insure diligence, I have already a number of persons who 


will join the company with pleasure, provided the shares do not 


exceed ten thousand livres each. Mr. Fouerssin and his brother 








will be of the number; they promise, moreover, to engage two 


* See Coxe’s Carolana, First Series “ Hist. Collections of Louisiana,” Vol. 1, p. 223. 
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or three of their friends in the enterprise; and I have two or 
three others who will enlist their friends also, provided your 
Lordship thinks seriously of the matter, and will grant your 
protection, and such conditions as I shall mention hereafter, 
which will be explained in a separate schedule, article by article. 

The persons who are desirous to join the company are, for 
the most part, either from their own knowledge, or that ot 
others, well acquainted with the advantages which may be 
expected from such an establishment. But, as it is impossible to 
find a sufficient number of persons who are willing to advance 
the funds necessary for such an undertaking with which they are 
little acquainted—or, at least, when they do not see at the head 
of the company a man who has acquired a high reputation in 


commercial matters, and of sufficient strength or credit. If 


~ your Lordship will accelerate the enterprise by placing some 


well-known merchant at its head, with such others as you may 
deem proper, there will, then, be no difficulty in finding the 
necessary funds to make the first voyage with success. Every 
preparation should be made for the departure of the voyage by 
the month of March, or sooner, if possible. 

As there are vessels now leaving for St. Domingo, if your 
Lordship would send an order in advance to M. pu Cassz,* 
to fit out two small vessels, manned by twenty filibusters 
( flibustiers), some pilots, and an engineer, to visit all the coast 
of the Gulf of Mexico, keep a faithful journal, and even a 


description thereof, and especially of the rivers which have their 








* Governor of St. Domingo, who succeeded M. pe Cussy. 
















- 
7 


wey babivern. oble s 


ee oe and t wad jbahepantio’ of 


4 : 
evar ved? 


a 


sates Gtuniem (vee Uke © eens eee 
: ( P| bts ey Lvtah ¢ 132 mas: tO 
= 
“ . ’ a * 
ro ie : 1eumkthawe , 
pte eral? f Petit + : 4 ' a 
: wil af 
, - 
owl rJ13tG ,Dij f DIBIRG i 
; } ‘ mat of 
, ‘ @ J ‘ 
¥ * i y 
1%) Py eee {7 : 4 5 
: if 7, 
** G li sf 
f 
4 ¢. ' 
t 
‘ r 
‘, . 
. P - 
3 - ‘ AV 
. 
r 
: : : 1489 er 
® 4 
, 74 ¢ ' fs) 
j oo U j ‘ ie t i . 
’ } ? J 
- ; PB. 
t 
ay ¢ f 
: P 
; 
iy 
: 
; ; 
é 7 Als ; 
/ *» ; 
‘ 
. 
= - 
4 . md . Ney 
« . 
, . j J 
if 
, 
fu 9 + - 
715) j y0nN , 
‘ 
; ‘ , 7 ' ‘ 4 ’ i 
. ' ‘ 
fa Po if TT kh 4 f a) 
, 
{ 
: ’ * 
t. » imate’ « ntic, 
: q ‘Tf 3 (iz ee AF | 
* 
} 
f Vi7 Be, a? 
ea 
: 
= i 
Ss 
’ 
: 
vee = 
-_ > 


elenonse' anid giddolr 
103 dos eb 


“ bones 
* 


a 
+5 oF 


foiso9 via’ 


+d iw Welihe 


bad , ; 2 — : , ‘ 
sin ow enoemg sat) 9) © ple 
é " 4% ey + oe re % f. 
PlLbaaa ane NG at cunt So7 
2 y i ; _ 
3 ; Th en s 4 y 
ona xe j Low pe Toric F 
' 
~ 
ip a3 moO DIES ij 
: ‘ eo . li 
\ aaa S&S WwW ie 
; a : | 
a de & Prtade 
. - e ’ 
* Bui % TP Pe 


, Chi Ow WOYV 
' 5 bs 
7 , j fg 
mrees ‘ Gs, 
; ; Pr AtLe i) 
' ’ ; 7 
t 
é eur ii ’ - 298 
‘ 4 ‘ 1¢ i" ' kT * | 
, ’ 
——- 
‘ i, }ayErres i+ 
% ; : : » 
IV DIA DTD aA 
/ 
‘ ; 4,1 P : 
ot mu ‘tie - sub 
qd 
f * 
I OW 270 Ft oO} 
: ‘ 
’ j | 4 
‘ ) ie oT ik U 
t > 
- 4 . , 
av. 47 147 6 ~ 4 to 


tooted 


re Ww ~wotowot> * 


a 





LOUISIANA AND FLORIDA. Ir : 


outlets in the sea, with an order to send to the Court a copy 1697. 
of said journal, and reserve another copy to give to those ves- 

sels which may be sent to found the establishment, when they 

touch at St. Domingo, for the purpose of taking in supplies, as 

it would greatly facilitate the enterprise. And, as it is important 

that the expedition should be kept secret, it will be necessary 

that sealed orders be sent to the pilots, who should be enjoined 

not to open them until they had reached a.certain latitude. 

But, if your Lordship should not deem this proper, the ships, 

upon their arrival at St. Domingo, could employ the two small 
vessels and their crews in sounding the Gulf of Mexico, and 
finding the mouths of the A@ississrppz. 
q In regard to resources, the shares beiug ten thousand livres 
: each, we reckon at least fifty shares in the commencement as 
| necessary to make up the sum of five hundred thousand livres 
of the original stock, and the more we can obtain the better; 
but, we maintain, to a certainty, that we can begin with this: 
amount, because his Majesty would have the kindness to relieve 
the company of all expenses in future. 

In the first place, the purchase of necessary ships would 


absorb the greater portion of the funds of the company, if pay- 





ment were required upon the first voyage. It is for this reason 
that we humbly beseech his Majesty to lend us two ships of 
war, of from forty to fifty guns each, commanded by his own 
officers, the choice of which should be left to the company, in 
order that those dissensions, which are common among the 
King’s officers and commercial companies, may not be injurious 


to the enterprise. 
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sioned for fourteen months, to serve as a convoy, make the 
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The said vessels, armed with suitable equipage, and provi- 


descent, and establish the colony in the most advantageous 
position. ‘The supplies of stores and provisions is estimated for 
fourteen months, because it would be necessary for the vessels 
to remain until the fortifications should be in a condition for 
defense. His Majesty will have the goodness, besides, to lend 
the company two or, three transports, and a corvette, to be 
armed and equipped at their expense. The three transports 
will serve to carry over the colonists and provisions necessary 
to support them during the voyage and one year in the country ; 
all the instruments and utensils necessary for artizans and labor- 
ers can be taken in them, as well as the trinkets and other 
merchandize necessary to make as presents to the Indians. 
They will serve, also, to bring back the returns. The corvette 
will take its departure, with dispatches, the moment the discovery 
and settlement shall be made. In the second place, his Maj- 
esty is humbly supplicated to grant to the company four hundred 
(400) regular troops of the marine, commanded by their ordinary 
officers, to be transported in thé vessels of war, and landed in 
such places as shall be deemed most convenient for the estab- 
lishment of colonies, and to remain there as a guard and pro- 
tection at the forts which may be constructed, for the space of 
three years, during which time his Majesty will have the good- 
ness to pay them their ordinary wages; and the company will 
obligate itself, at its own expense, to provide security for the 
return of the said soldiers to Europe, provided his Majesty will 


permit the soldiers and non-commissioned officers who choose 
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to do so, to enter lands, build houses, and remain there upon 
the same conditions as other colonists. 

This article is of the greatest importance, in order to give 
solidity to the colony. For, although the company which shall 
be formed ought to conduct thither some seven or eight hun- 
dred men—mechanics, artizans, laborers, and soldiers at the same 
time—nevertheless, the regular troops would be necessary; and, 
it they had, however, to subsis® at the expense of the company, 
they would so absorb the greater part of its funds, which would 
be of limited amount, from the short time required to organize 
the same. On the other hand, it would cost his Majesty no 
greater amount to subsist them in the colony than in France; 
and, besides, this mark of protection of his Majesty would 
attract a great number of persons who would otherwise be 
backward in intrusting their funds in the enterprise. 

Whatever company your Lordship may, however, decide 
upon, it results, of necessity, that a large force must be sent there 
in the first instance, and afterwards repeated, and, to this end, 
the funds should be augumented. This may be done in two 
ways, to wit: by leaving in the funds the profits accruing during 
the first years, and by receiving new subscriptions to the stock, 
which will not fail when the merchants see that the affair is 
successful; but, in regard to the latter, the new shares should 
be in due proportion, not only to the first, but to the increase 
which shall have taken place on account of the returns. In 
whatever manner it might be obligatory upon the company to 
manage the funds and diminish the expenses, it is necessary, at 


all events, in order to keep the colonists within bounds, to make 


1697. 
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them work, and restrain them from withdrawing themselves 
from the country; it is important to have a sufficient number of 
officers to establish subordination among them, and see that 
they offer no insult to the natives, as it is necessary to deal 
gently with them, if we wish to reap all the advantages pro- 
posed. 

Upon the first vovage, grain and vegetables of every descrip- 
tion should be taken, and sown in those places best adapted 
to their growth and culture, and, in this manner, to endeavor 
that the first colonists shall not only provide for their own 
sustenance, but be able to give assistance to those who shall 
arrive thereafter; this would, subsequently, save much expense 
to the company. 


Cocoons should also be taken out for the purpose of raising 


silk, together with persons acquainted with their management 


and the art of silk culture; these could instruct others, and even 
the female Indian, than which nothing could be easier. We 
may remark, upon this article, that in lower Dauphiny, Pro- 
vence, and Languedoc, there are people who are much. better 


acquainted with the culture of silk than in any other portion of 


‘the country. No pains should be spared to procure the most 


skillful; but, for the first voyage, such may be taken as could 
be found willing to go, as there would be no time to make a 
selection. 

To render the trade in hides and wool more profitable, and 
to provide more abundantly for the inhabitants, it would be well 
to encourage the Indians to capture cows and lambs alive, 


which, while of a tender age, could be easily tamed and domes- 
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ticated. Nothing should be neglected in order to populate the 
country. The abundance of pasturage will assist greatly to 
that end. It would be well, even, to instruct the natives in the 
art of raising cattle. Herds of horses might also be formed. 

The greatest possible number of workmen should be t.ans- 
ported there; also masons, carpenters, wood-sawyers, house- 
joiners, locksmiths, gunsmiths, blacksmiths, and others, as 
necessity required. ‘There should, also, be skillful engineers to 
plan the ‘fortifications and houses of the inhabitants for defense. 
Good pilots should be taken over, with small vessels, with 
which they could make soundings along the coasts and in the 
rivers, mark out the dangerous places, and those most con- 
venient for anchorage in the ports. If possible, ship-carpenters 
should be of the number, with workmen to make sail-cloth, in 
order to rig out small vessels upon the spot; also rope-makers, 
cannoniers, and sailors to navigate the rivers and gulf coast, and 
for the fisheries; and such should be selected as could serve in 
two characters, either as soldiers or workmen. Two companies 
of dragoons might be formed upon the spot, of fifty men each, 
who would constitute a guard for the security of the workmen 
and laborers when in the country; for, whatever peace may be 
made with the Indians, they must be always carefully watched. 
The dragoons could be mounted on native horses. When the 
company shall have been formed, such things as may be neces- 
sary and proper may be added; they can even decide whether it 
would be prudent that women should be taken over during the 
first voyage. 


There are strong reasons for and against it. If they are 
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taken, it may be the source of libertinage, debauchery, jealousy, 
and quarrels, as it would be impossible, in the first instance, to 
have all married men. On the other hand, women are very 
necessary for cooking and washing for the mechanics and 
aborers. if it should be concluded to take them, the chiefs and 
officers should be very exact in restraining every disorder or 
disturbance. Such women should also be selected who under- 
stand how to sew, knit, and do, also, all other kind of house- 
work. 

The company should also supply the colony with all neces- 
sary medicines and refreshments for the sick: books, chapels, 


and vestments for the priests. 
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EXPEDITION OF M:;D IBERVILLE 


TO 


ho Ah oats at dae a ll lo 


TRANSLATED FROM A COPY OF THE ORIGINAL LETTER ADDRESSED TO M. LE COMTE DE 





PONTCHARTRAIN, DEPOSITED IN THE ARCHIVES OF THE 


MARINE DEPARTMENT, PARIS. 








RocHEFoRT, FRANCE, July 3, 1699. 


Monseiqneur: 


HAVE the honor to inform your Lord- 1699. 
ship I arrived here, from Louisiana,on 
the 2d inst., and beg to transmit, here- 

with, a brief account of the expedition I 


made to that country by his Majesty’s 





; orders. I set sail, in company with the 
frigate Le Marin, commanded by M. LE ComTeE DE SuRGERES, 
trom La Rochelle, on the 24th of September, 1698, and from 
Brest, on Friday, October 24th. We took the route by the Cape 
of St. Anthony, Cuba, which we doubled on the morning of the 


15th of January, 1699, and, on the 24th, at noon, reached the 
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coast of Florida. We discovered a river, situated twenty 
leagues to the west of a Spanish settlement, called by them 
Apalachicola,* where there are not more than five or six hun- 
dred persons, who have no other commerce with the Indians 
than a trade in deer and bear-skins. 

This river is called /ndus by the natives, and only admits the 
entrance of small vessels. From thence we sailed to the west, 
along the coast, as far as the bay called Pensacola} (Ochus), into 
which flows a considerable river, at a distance of thirteen leagues 
from the /ndus. On the 26th, we found in this bay two ships, 
anchored opposite a settlement that had been formed, within 
three months past, by the Spaniards, from Vera Cruz. There 
are, at least, twenty-two feet of water at the entrance of the 
harbor, which is very capacious. The fortifications, as yet, 
consist only of palisades, of about a man’s height. On the 
3oth, we weighed anchor, the wind being east-south-east, and 
continued our route towards the west, and, upon the ZIst, 
entered the bay of the Adobi/e river, where we anchored in eight 
fathoms water. On the 4th of February, we again weighed 
anchor, having found upon the bar, which is about a league and 


a half from the bay, but thirteen feet of water, which afterwards 


‘increases to four, five, and six fathoms. This bay is very 


beautiful for habitation; and a large river, with muddy waters, 


empties into it, at about the distance of thirteen leagues from 








* This was the first settlement made by the Spaniards in West Florida. It was 
afterwards attached to the Vice Royalty of Mexico. 

+ This bay was first discovered by MAtponapo, an officer in the expedition of De 
Soro, called by the natives Ochus, and afterwards, by the Spaniards, Saint Mary of 
Galvez. 
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Pensacola. Ata distance of thirteen or fourteen leagues west- 





ward of AZobile, we found a place formed by islands and the 
main-land, where there is good anchorage and protection to 
ships against storms. [ resolved to leave the ships there, and 
go with the small vessels to the neighborhood of Lags de Lodo 
(Muddy Lake), which is the name the Spaniards give to the Bay 
of St. Esprit (Bay of the Holy Spirit). . 

Having no further need of the services of Mr. CHATEAu- 


MORAND, he returned to St. Domingo.* On the 21st, we took 





* Extract from a letter, written by an officer on board the frigate Le Francois, who 
accompanied the expedition to Louisiana from St. Domingo :— 

““T hope, sir, you will not find it uninteresting for me to give you some account 
of the vogage I lately made in the ship Le Francots, commanded by the Marquis DE 
CHATEAUMORAND, from St. Domingo to Louisiana. 

‘We left France on the 15th of October, 1698, with orders to rendezvous at St. 
Domingo, where we were to open our sealed packages from the Court, in which we 
found orders to accompany M. M. v’Ipervitte and De Surceres, if we tound them on 
the coast of St. Domingo, as far as the coast of Florida, and not to leave them until they 
were anchored in some good road, or in a port sheltered trom the attacks of strangers, 
and bad weather. Having found them, we set out together on the Ist of January, 
1699, and arrived on the coast of Florida on the 24th of the same month, the winds 
being generally favorable, though very light. We followed the coast from Cape 
Blanco, as tar as the isle of San Diego, making continual soundings in the long-boats 
closer to the shore, for the purpose of discovering a port; we, in the ships, kept 
sounding all around us, as you will see by the plan I send you of all the lands dis- 
covered, and bays and harbors seen, Every place where we anchored was marked by 
4 buoy, together with the number of fathoms. We would not have been obliged to 
go further than Pensacola-de-Galvez, had we not found the port occupied by the 
Spaniards, who have been established there since September, 1698. They have 
constructed a fort, mounted by seven or eight pieces of cannon, with a garrison of 
three hundred miserable soldiers, and situated on the western side, which impedes the 
entrance. We sounded all around. The place where we found the least water is over 
a sand bar, that extends north and south from the tort, to the distance of about four- 
fitths of a league. We found there more than twenty feet of water. In the port 
there are two places where a ship can be careened in twenty-five feet of water. There 


is also a large spring of fresh water. After having visited this port, of which we could 
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our departure for Malabouchia, the name given to the Adississippr 
by the Indians, and, with two row-boats, some bark canoes, and 
fifty-three men, we entered this river (Co/bert) on the night of 
the 2d of March. I found it obstructed by rafts of petrified 
wood, of a sufficient hardness to resist the action of the sea. [ 


found there twelve feet of water, and anchored two leagues from 


the mouth of the river, where the depth is from ten to twelve 


fathoms, with a breadth of from four to five hundred yards. 


easily have rendered ourselves masters, if we had not had express orders not to molest 
the Spaniards, should we find them already posted anywhere on our route, but to 
proceed along the coast. Some leagues from Pensacola, we tound a bay, called Mobile, 
which we sounded everywhere, within and without. We found but fifteen feet of 
water in the channel, and breakers all around. We set sail, and followed the coast 
line, always making soundings both from the ships and long-boats nearer the land, so 
see what we could find. One of them, having found good bottom between some 
islands, came to give us notice to go there and anchor, which we did. In the morn- 
ing, orders were given to the long-boats to make soundings all around in the neighbor- 
hood of the islands, in order to find some good harbor, which was accomplished the 
next day. We succeeded in finding very good anchorage, north and south of a point 
of the island, where we lay at anchor all that day upon the south side. The next day, 
M. v’Ipervit.ce went to the north side to place his trigates in safety against dangerous 
winds, during his absence in search of the river Vississippi in his long-boats and gun- 
boats. We remained some days at anchor upon the south side of the island, endeavoring 
to find out something relative to this river from the natives, whilst M. p’IBERviLLE was 
engaged in moving his ships properly. He began by making peace with them after 
the same manner as was done in Canada. They gave hima friendly reception, although 
he did not understand their language. Three of the principal men came on board, 
whom he treated kindly, and gave them clothing, as they had on nothing but the 
skins of wild animals to conceal their nakedness. They made signs to him that the 
river of Palisade must be the Mississippi, and that it was about fifteen leagues distant. 
The place where we discovered these Indians was on the borders of the river Pas- 
cagoulas, inhabited by four different nations. Learning that the JZar‘n and the Badine 
were anchored in safety, and our provisions being barely sufficient for our return to St. 
Domingo, we parted with them on the 21st of February, at the place marked B on the 
map, and arrived on the coast of St. Domingo on the ist of April, whence we set sail, 


May roth, for France, and, on the 23d of June, 1699, anchored in Port Louis.” 
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On the 3d, the winds prevented me from making soundings 1699. 








between the rafts and the three outlets, which extend some — 
three leagues before entering the sea. I resolved to go up as 
far as the Bayagoulas, whom we had met with at the Bay of 
Bilsxi, and who had given us to understand that their village 
was at the distance of eight days’ travel in a canoe from the bay, 
which would be equal to about sixty leagues. As I had already 
yone thirty leagues, and as it was necessary that I should ascend 
the river to become acquainted with its depth, observe the places 
proper for establishments, and visit the various Indian villages, 
which our Frenchmen said they had seen upon its banks, in 
ascending and descending the river. As they pretended that the 
Quinnipissas were established at a distance of thirty leagues from 
the mouth of the Adississippi, I took advantage of a favorable 
wind from the south-west to continue my route, leaving, until 
my return, the work of sounding the passes. 

On the 7th, at a distance of about thirty-five leagues up the 
river, | met with some Indians, who told me that it was yet 
three and a half days’ travel before I could reach the Bayagoulas, 
and that theirs was the first village I should reach. I took one 
of these Indians with me as a guide, as well as for information. 
On the 14th, I reached the village, where I was received with 
triendly embraces, after their manner. By exact observations, I 
tound its position was sixty-four leagues from the mouth of the 
river. The chief of the A/ongoulachas, a nation allied with the 
Bayagoulas, had on a poitou-cloak of blue serge, which he told me 
was presented to him by M. pe Tonty. I was, moreover, 


confirmed with regard to his visit, by seeing in their hands axes 
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1699. and knives; but, from the sea up to this village, I found no 


other sign of the French having visited this section. I met 
with none of the Tangipahoes nor Quinnipissas mentioned in the 
narratives of the Jesuits, and concluded they must be false, as 
well as those writings about Canada, Hudson’s Bay, and the 
return of SrEUR CAVALIER from the Bay of St. Louis. 

The Bayagoulas told me that the Quinnipissas dwelt fifty 
leagues in the interior, and consisted of six villages. They 
assured me that the river was never obstructed, and was navig- 
able very high up. They named all the nations that inhabited 
its banks above. But, seeing myself so far up the river without 
positive proof that this was the AZississippi, and that it might be 
said in France I was deceived, not having met with any of those 
tribes mentioned in the narratives, | concluded I ought to visit 
the Houmas, on the east side of the river, among whom I knew 
M. pe Tony had been; and believing, moreover, that in the 
course of at least thirty leagues I must meet with that branch 
of the river spoken of in the narratives, down which I could 
send a chaloupe and canoe for the purpose of exploration, and 
ascertain which of the two rivers would be most suitable for 
settlements. I was apprehensive the Indians only desired to 
conceal from me that branch, in order to get me to remain upon 
theirs, as they hoped to reap some advantage thereby. 

I renewed my journey, in company with the chief of the 
Bayagoulas, who offered to go with me, with eight of his men, 
and arrived at the village of the Houmas, distant thirty-five 
leagues. On the morning of the 2oth, at 10 o’clock, I entered 


the village, which is situated two leagues and a half in the 






Pry 


ea : * 
ry 
‘ 2 
atid f 
’ 
° 
+2 
4 
, 
ar ; 
- ? 
‘ 
; be : 


* 


4 
SWwttia ve 
° 
7 vr) - f 
- {) ; 
| r 
4 
- : 
t 
* a7 
, 
F 
- 
be i 
; 
“we ‘ > 
. 
. 
; 
— 
: 
P 
can ’ 
F ati ’ . 
- ° 
aan — ‘ ~~ 
7 as fee 
: 
~~ « | H 
4 veer 4 ; 
7 i 





She . - ! ie eeiate uf. sil 
@8 ,2281 SG WHT Yong ikon, 


m4r0n 


ony ati 


sty ted 
atid etd 
4 
: 
f \ \ 
cy ‘ 
‘ ‘ eis - 
e* s 
* — 
ty ou f 
, an | 
me 
d titel 
: 
4 - 
Sti 
; 
yn 
is 7 
s* : ¢¢ 
, Sd 
. — 
ia 4 Je 
~ ol 
{ itt 
’ 
. 
: 
‘ 
* 
f 
: ai ' 


“+1 y 
9uUge 4 


~€4ag nw 


oidw ,ogslliy. » 





OU a en aR i ct A 


LOUISIANA AND FLORIDA. 25 


interior, where I was well received; but I could learn nothing 





1699. 


more than I had been informed of before. They spoke much 


of M. pe Tonty,* who had remained some time among them, 
and made them many presents. 

On the 21st, I returned to my boats, much embarrassed as 
to the course I should-pursue, seeing that I was one hundred 
and thirty leagues from the ships, and one hundred from the sea; 
having procured no other provisions than Indian corn, without 


meat and without grease, my men were fatigued with stemming 





* M. pe Tonty was the brave and confidential friend of M. pe ra Satter, who 
accompanied him in his exploration of the Mississippi river in 1682. In 1683, he 
was appointed to command Fort St. Louis, on the I//inots river. On the return of M. 
pE LA SALLE from France, in 1685, to plant a colony on the banks of the Mississippi, 
he went at his own expense, with forty men, to join him; but, being unable to find 
him, he returned to Canada, and put himself under the command of M. ve Nonvitte, 
to engage in an attack on the J/roguois; and, after the campaign was over, he returned 
to Fort St. Louis, in 1689, to go in search of M. pe ta Satte’s colony in Texas, 
which, after many months of privation and suffering, he had to abandon, through the 
treachery and desertion of the men who accompanied him as far as Red River, He 
again returned to Canada, and subsequently went to join M. p’Ipervitte on his arrival 
in the Gulf of Mexico. He returned again to Canada, and was, for a short time, placed 
in command of Fort Pontchartrain. The war between France and England, which con- 
tinued until 1713, kept him actively engaged in military duties at Detrort until peace 
was declared. The last that we hear of M. pe Tonrty is his having engaged, in 
1717, to goon an expedition to hold a council with some distant tribes of Indians, 
He probably died in Canada. His achievements 1m the exploration of the Mississippi 
valley must always rank him next to De ra Sartte. Whatever doubt the failure of 
the first expedition to the Gulf of Mexico may have produced in France, must have 
been removed by the letter he wrote to M. pe ta Satie from the Quinnipissas village 
in 1685, on his return up the river Mississippi to Canada. The Memoir of M. ve 
Tonty, from 1678 to 1691, translated from the original manuscript, and published in 
the first series of the ‘ Historical Collections of Louisiana,” Vol. 1, pp. 52-80, 1846, is 
the only authentic work of M. pg. Tonty in print, on which was afterwards based 
(and published) a spurious work, entitled “¢ Derniers Découvertes dans [ Amerique Sep- 
tentrionale, de M. de la Salle, par Chevalier Tonty, Gouverneur du Fort St. Louis, aux 
Uiinois. Paris. 1697.” 
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the strong current; and, having little hope of finding that branch 
I was in search of, I thought the Houmas would have the same 
motives as the Bayagoulas in concealing from me the truth. I 
told them I knew there was a branch, and desired to descend by 
it to the sea with a portion of my men; that this branch ought 
to be near a river coming from the west and falling into the 
Malabouchia (Mississippi). They told me it was the Tassenoeo- 
goula (Red River). Finally, I told them I would visit the 
Natchez, or Tpelois, who are their nearest neighbors in ascending 
the river. “They offered to conduct me there, and, for this 
purpose, gave me six men and a canoe. 

I left the Houmas on the 22d, and took with mea Tensas, 
who was acquainted with the country, and had travelled over as 
far as the Arkansas. He spoke to me of the Sablonizre (Rea 
River), which he called the Yassenoeogoula. He also mentioned 
the nations dwelling upon its banks, and across which M. Cav- 
ALIER had passed upon his return from the Bay of St. Louis 
(St. Bernard, Texas). Not doubting but that these Indians, 
as well as the Yensas, had an understanding with each other 
to conceal from me that which I was eagerly desirous to know, 
in the hope that I would go to their village, near which I 
already was, I deemed it prudent to enter into no further engage- 
ments. 

Besides, it was time for me to return and look out for a 
proper place to make a settlement, which hitherto I had been 
unable to find. Moreover, the fleet was falling short of pro- 
visions. I retraced my steps to the Houmas, after having gone 


beyond their village three leagues and a half, very much vexed 
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at the Recollect,* whose false narrative had deceived every one, 
and caused our sufferings and total failure of our enterprise, by 
the time consumed in search of things which alone existed in 
his imagination. On the 24th, I arrived at a small river, or 
stream, about five leagues above the Bayagoulas, on the east side 
of the river, which empties into the sea. This was the only 
branch of the AZalabouchia the Indians pointed out to us. I 
descended to the sea by this stream (AZanchac, now called Jver- 
ville) in two bark canoes, with four men, and sent the chaloupes 
down the river, with orders to sound the passes. 

I entered this small river, which ts not more than eight or ten 


paces wide, and about five feet in depth in low water. It was 

* The narrative of the Recollect here referred to by M. p Ipervite was that of the 
mendacious Father Lovis HENNEPIN, who came to Canada in the same vessel with M. 
DE LA SALLE, In 1675, and was some time employed as a missionary at Fort Frontenac, 
and among the ZJrogucis Indians. In 1680, he accompanied M. pe ta Satie from 
Canada to Illinois, from whence he was sent by him to explore the Mississippi to its 
source. He proceeded as far as the Falls of St. Anthony, and from thence returned 
to Quebec; and, without reporting to La Satie, he returned to France, in 1681, and 
published a work in Paris in 1683, entitled, ‘¢ Description de la Louisiana nouvellement 
découverte au Sud-ouest de la Nouvelle France.’ He remained some time at Chateau 
Cambrensis, till ordered, by his superiors, to return to Canada, which he refused to do, 
and was, in consequence, compelled to leave France. He passed over into England, 
and entered the service of King Wiii1aM III as a Spanish subject, and, in the year 
1697, publishad, at Urrecht, a work, entitled, “ Nouvelle description d'un tres grand 
fays sttuée dans  Amerique entre le Nouveau Mexique et la Mer Glaciale,” a translation 
et which appeared in England in 1699, and is, for the most part, a fabrication, made 
up, in part, of reports of other writers—Lr Ciercq, Douay, JouTEL, and others—with 
the intention of robbing Marquetre and Joie of the glory of having first descended 
the Mississippi, which he pretended to have accomplished himself, and whose state- 
ments led M. p’Igervitte to commit some delays and blunders in ascending the 
Mississippi, Mr, Sparxs, the historian, has completely exposed the falsity and unrelia- 
bility of that part of his work in which he claims to have descended the Mississippi 
to its mouths. He died at U¢recht, in Holland, shortly after the publication of this 
hxtitious work, 


1699. 
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1699. full of logs, which in places totally obstructed the navigation, so 











| . that in many places we were under the necessity of making 
several portages during its entire length of eight or nine leagues. 
After a while, other rivers fall into it, by which its volume is 
increased, with a good depth of water at all times—from two to 


three fathoms in the river, and seven to eight in the lakes. It 





terminates by emptying at the extremity of the Bay of Lags 


de Lcdo, eight leagues west of the place where our ships 


were anchored. It passes through a fine country. The lake 
I crossed was about three leagues wide, and twenty-five long. 
Its direction runs parallel with the Adssissipp1, and, in many 
places, they are separated only by a narrow strip of land, from 


a quarter to half a league wide, for a distance of twenty-five, 


ee 


thirty, forty, and forty-eight leagues, as far as the mouth of the 


a 


Malabouchia. I reached the ships upon the 31st, finding them 
_ forty-six leagues east-south-east from the entrance of the river 
which I had descended. ‘The route, by the way of this pass, is 
the most convenient to reach the Bayagoulas. There is but 
little current in the river, whilst that of the AZalabouchia (Ats- 
sissippl) is very strong and rapid, and it is impossible for bateaux 
to ascend it, without encountering floating trees and detours, 
_which compel you to wait a change of wind. 
In descending, M. pE Sauvor observed a place, thirty leagues 
from the sea, that was not inundated.* ‘There was another, 
about~twenty or twenty-five leagues distant, where the land 


extended back a league or more; but he had no time to explore 





* This is now the present site of the city of New Or/eans, 
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it; for the borders of the river are covered with such a thick 
vrowth of canes, that much time is necessary to advance a 
league in the interior, nor can much be seen immediately around 
you. There is from eighteen to twenty fathoms of water in 
every part of this river, from the Houmas village to its entrance 
in the sea. 

M. pe SauvoL was prevented from making soundings of the 
passes upon his return, on account of the strong wind blowing 
at the time. The entrance of the middle outlet appeared to 
him, in passing, to be obstructed the same as that to the east. 
The wind being favorable to reach the ships, and having but 
few provisions, which he could not obtain among the Bayagoulas, 
he hastened his return. It appears that those Indians had 
become displeased with our people on account of an insult 
offered them by the Recollect, whose Breviary had either been 
lost or stolen. He accused the Bayagoulas, whose chief ordered 
our men to depart forthwith. Nevertheless, peace was estab 
lished with them; but our party was obliged to depart without 
any supply of Indian corn. 

I learned, at the village of the Houmas, from the chief of the 
Bayagoulas, that there was a paper among the Mongoulaches 
similar to the one I left with them, which was a letter to the 
first Frenchman they should see. This letter was placed in their 
hands by M. pe Tonry, to be given to a captain who would 
visit their country by the way of the sea. I did not doubt but 
this was the letter left by M. pz Tonry for M. bE La SALLE. 
I gave orders to my brother to procure it in passing down, or 


rather to purchase it, which was effected in exchange for an axe. 





1699. 
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1699. It was, in fact, a letter from M. pe Tonty, written to M. 
4 DE LA SALLE, dated at the village of the Quinnipissas, the 20th 
of April, 1685,* by which we see that he named the Bayagoulas 
and Mongoulaches, the Quinnipissas. I do not see for what 
reason he did so, unless it were to conceal the fact that the 
Malabsuchia was the veritable AZississippz, and to avoid the com- 
petition of the Spaniards in the neighborhood, who did not 
regard with pleasure our approach. 

After having visited several places well adapted for forming 
establishments, our provisions rapidly falling short, we thought 
it best to commence operations at the Bay of Biloxi, four leagues 


north-west of the place where the ships were anchored, and 





which could be approached at a distance of two leagues. There 
are but seven feet of water at the entrance of this bay. We 
made choice of this place, merely on account of the road, where 
the small vessels can go and come at all times, and where 
we could assist, withcut fear, with a portion of the crew, in 
building the fort which I ordered to be constructed there, whilst, 
in the meantime, the place most convenient for the colony can 


be selected at leisure. This forty is built of wood, with four 








* Letter from M. pe Tonty to M. pe ra SALLE :— 
$6 VILLAGE OF THE QUINNIPISSAS, 
April 20th, 1685. 

6 Sir,—Having found the column on which you placed the Arms of France thrown 
down by the driftwood of the river ( Mississippr), I caused a new one to be erected, 
about seven leagues from the sea, where I left a letter suspended on atree. All the 
nations have sung the ca/umet. These people greatly fear us since your attack upon 
their village. I close, by saying that it gives me great uneasiness to return, under the 
misfortune of not having found you. Two canoes have examined the coast thirty 
leagues towards Mexico, and twenty-five towards Florida.” 


+ This fort was built on a high bluff of land, and named, by M. p’Ipervitte, Alaurepas, 
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bastions. Two are made of pieces of timber placed together, 
one foot and a half thick, and nine feet in height. The two 
others are made in double palisades. It is mounted with fifty- 
four pieces of cannon, with a plentiful supply of ammunition. 

I left M. pe Sauvo1, naval ensign, in command, who is a 
man of merit, and capable of fulfilling his duty ;* my brother, 
De BrENVILLE, as King’s Lieutenant, the SrzuR LEVAssEUR, a 
Canadian, as Major, with M. pe Borpenac, the Chaplain of 
the Badine, and eighty men as a garrison.f I made them sow 
beans and Indian corn, which was growing finely at my depar- 
ture. It is believed that good crops can be raised in that 
country, which is very temperate. On the 3d of May, M. DE 
SurGEREs and I weighed anchor and set sail from the roadstead 
for France, by the way of the Bahama Channel. A storm from 
the south-west separated us at the Grand-Ban&, on the rith of 
June; but he will, no doubt, soon arrive, as our vessels were 
about the same sailers. I beg to submit to your Lordship this 
narrative as only a part of what transpired in the expedition to 
Louisiana, which I had the honor to command. 


I have the honor to be, my Lord, 


Your Lordship’s Obedient Servant, 


D’ IBERVILLE. 


a 








* It may be inferred from this phraseology, that M. pe Sauvor was not the brother 
ot M. v’Inervitce, as heretofore published by writers on Louisiana. 

+ Othcers and men left by M. p’Ipervitte at Fort Maurepas, Biloxi :—M. ve 
SAUVOL DE La VittanTray, Commandant; M. pve Brenvitre, Lieutenant of the 
King; M. ce Vasseur ve Boussovetre, Major; De Borpenac, Chaplain; M. Caré, 
Surgeon; also, two captains, two cannoniers, four sailors, eighteen filibusters, ten 


mechanics, six masons, thirteen Canadians, and twenty sub-officers and soldiers. 
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AWN ALS 


OF 


LO Urs t’A N'A, 


FROM THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE FIRST COLONY UNDER M. 
D’ IBERVILLE, TO FHE DEPARTURE OF THE 
AUTHOR TO FRANCE, IN 1722. 


INCLUDING AN 


ACCOUNT OF THE MANNERS, CUSTOMS, AND RELIGION OF THE 
NUMEROUS INDIAN TRIBES OF THAT COUNTRY. 


Pee ENC A aT. 


TRANSLATED FROM A COPY OF THE ORIGINAL MANUSCRIPT DEPOSITED IN THE 


BIBLIOTHEQUE DU ROI, PARIS. 
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Annals 


OF 


LOUTS PAN ‘A: 


FROM 1698 TO 1722. 


BY ws Fen ie AUT. 


TRANSLATED FROM A COPY OF THE ORIGINAL MANUSCRIPT DEPOSITED IN THE 


BIBLIOTHEQUE DU ROI, PARIS. 


. CEA? LT ER. 1. 


When I was fifteen years of age, I felt 
a strong desire to see foreign countries ; 
and, to gratify my passion for travelling, 


I entered the service of his Majesty, in 





1698, on board of the frigate Le Marin, 
commanded by M. te Comre DE SurGEREs, and sailed from 
La Rochelle on the month of September of the same year, 
in company with the flag-ship La Badine, commanded by M. 
b'IbeRvILLE (who had received orders from the King to sail to 


the Gulf of Mexico, and take possession of Lonisiana), and 


WAS born at La Rochelle, France. 1698. 
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from Brest on the 24th of October. We had favorable winds as 


‘far as Cape Francois* (St. Domingo), where we remained some 


days to take in fresh supplies, and sailed again, on St. Thomas’ 
day, for the Gulf of Mexico, where we arrived on the King’s 
day. 

The first land we discovered were two islands, to one of 
which M. pe SurGéres gave his name. This island is five 
leagues in length, and about a quarter of a league in width. 
We cast anchor in the roadstead between this and the other 
island, which M. p’IBERVILLE called Cat Island, because we 
found on it a great many cats. ‘This island is seven leagues in 
length, and about one quarter of a league in width, and distant 
about one league from Surgéres Island.; We killed, there, a 
prodigious number of wild geese, which are called outards in 
this country, and are of a larger size than our geese in France. 
We found fish and oysters so abundant, that the crews of the 
two ships were greatly incommoded by eating too much of them. 
We saw no marks or vestiges of human habitations in either of 
these islands. “There was an abundance of fresh water, of a 
palateable quality, although the islands are situated some five 
leagues distant from the main-land. We embarked, Feb. 27th, 
about one hundred men in two long-boats and a pinnace, to 
traverse the coast east and west, as the coast of Florida lies in 


that direction. We found a bay (Blox?) about two leagues in 








* M. v’Inervitte was joined here by the frigate Le Francois, commanded by the 
Marquis pz CHATEAUMoRAND, who returned to St. Domingo from Louisiana on the 
21st of February, 1699, without taking any further part in the expedition. 

f Now called Ship Island, on account of the good anchorage it affords to ships com- 


ing from Europe. 
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circuit, and about five leagues from the island Surgéres. Within 
this bay there is an elevation of the land, where M. pv’ IBERVILLE 
conceived the idea of constructing a fort, at which we worked 
unceasingly until it was finished. At the aimee this bay 
there is a small island, about a league in length and an eighth of 
a league in width, called Deer /sland, from the great number of 
those animals we found there. We worked eight days at the 
fort without seeing any of the natives. A party of our men 
being out hunting, the report of their guns was heard by some 
of them who were in the woods. They were greatly astonished, 
and resolved, among themselves, to approach and see what it 
could be. Perceiving some of our Frenchmen—who were en- 
gaged in cutting down trees contiguous to the fort, for the 
purpose of erecting houses—they examined them for a long 
time from their place of concealment behind the trees, won- 
dering at the color of their faces, and the manner of their 
clothing. Some of the soldiers, seeing them, made signs with 
their hands to approach without fear. “They then spoke to them 
in the /rogusis language—as the greater portion of our men were 
Canadians, and were familiar with the language of that nation. 
After a long parley, they approached us, after being reassured, 
and were conducted to M. v’IBerviLLe, who received them 
very kindly, and gave them something to eat and drink. But, 
cither their taste was not suited, or, from fear of us, they 
refused to.eat or drink anything offered to them. They appeared 
wholly intent with gazing at us, and greatly astonished at seeing 
people whose skin was white, wearing long beards, and some 


without hair upon their heads, such as they saw among us, and 
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so different from themselves, whose skin is of a swarthy color, 


‘with heads coyered with long black hair, which they are careful 


to preserve, and without beard. This nation called themselves 
Biloxi; and it was for this reason that M. p’[BERVILLE gave 


the name to the fort we had built at this place (Bil/oxz), They 


remained with us two days. M. p’I[sERVILLE gave them several 


presents—such as awls, knives, mirrors, rings, beads, and ver- 
million. He showed them the use of these articles, which they 
carried to their village as presents to the chief. Very soon the 
rumor of the arrival of the French spread among the neighbor- 
ing nations; and, in about eight days, great numbers of them 
came, with their chiefs at their head, to smoke the ca/umet* and 
sing the song of peace, according to the Indian custom of treat- 
ing all strangers who arrive amongst them, and with whom they 
desire to form an alliance and friendship. The calumet is a 
stick, about a yard in length, or a hollow cane, ornamented with 
the feathers of the paroquet, birds of prey, and of the eagle. 
These feathers, arranged around the stick, resemble somewhat 
the fans used by French ladies. At the end of this stick is a 
pipe, to which the name of ca/umet is given. The chiefs of the 


savages, composed of five different nations, called Pascagoulas, 


-Colapissas, Chicachas, Pensacolas, and Biloxis,+ came with great 





* Calumet means a pipe. It is a Norman word, derived from chalumeau, which was 
the name of a rustic pipe or musical instrument, used among the shepherds at their 
rural feasts and dances. The name of ca/amet was first given to this Indian pipe by 
the Nermans, who settled in Canada at an early period, which it has ever since 
retained, 

+ These tribes, as well as most of those who lived on the east side of the JMis- 


sissippi river, spoke the Jivdilian language, although each tribe also conversed in 
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ceremony to our fort, singing, and holding out to M. p’IBER- 
VILLE the calumet, who smoked it after the manner of the 
Indians. They then, as a mark of honor, rubbed his face with 
white earth, as they also did the faces of the brother of M. 
p’IBERVILLE, and several other officers. The feast of the 
calumet continued three days, during which time they danced and 
sung three times a day. The third day they erected a post in 
front of the gates of the fort, around which they danced; they 
then sought M. pb’IBeRvILLE, who underwent the following 
ceremony: One of the Indians having presented his back, he 
mounted upon his shoulders, whilst another sustained his feet. 
They carried him to the place where the post was erected, 
keeping time to the sound of their chichicots—which are large 
gourds filled with small shells, making a rude sound, when 
shaken, though not very loud. They have another instrument, 
made from an earthen vessel, about the size of a small brass 
kettle, over which is extended a deer-skin, somewhat in imita- 
tion of a drum, which they beat upon with two sticks, and which 
gives out as much noise as do our drums. When they arrived 
before the post, they seated M. p’IBERVILLE upon a deer-skin 
on the ground. One of the chiefs then seated himself behind his 
back, and patted him as you woulda child that you desired to put 
asleep. They had spread upon the ground more than three hun- 


dred deer-skins, upon which the officers and soldiers were seated. 





dialects peculiar to themselves. See ‘‘Gallatin’s Comparative Vocabulary of fifty- 
three Indian Nations ;” ‘ Hawkins’ Vocabulary of the Choctaw, Chickasaw, Creek, 
ind Cherokee Nations, in MS., in the Library of the American Philosophical Society, 
Mhiladelphia;” Benj. Smith Barton’s “Comparative Vocabularies of the Chickasaw, 
Conchac, and Mobilian.” 


1699. 


: 7 aie. : Ue gaibloy 
ot? Yo ‘saan odi 198 














diiw 4 oa? 2ic hodidun wned %: psc & yn | oes ¥ 
Mi to raslt0n do 21) Yo tao, oda rs cals whe 
















os Yo tens} ad T 3 srnetdn <x ee 
~ ri w Orie @ jf} 4 -e2% erent) torlto liz ¥ oe bus elk ‘saal r? 
- ’ . 4" y 
: i 7<% te? AY 5 is oh rr “A+ I; 
3 f) ‘S iiw iw ce VEO ay hearst imme maa 
: LE  beide nl ee re > Le 
mihi On =6jyBh a esenis oud) game 
i, tS YO. 4996g ond to anos 
t : Ky | ; 
| Agel a 6M tdguc 
. : iJ 10 - ‘() hd pean, 
. litlwy .& ode eid mnogu bs a 
f ‘ i . 
du ‘ 4 - } Oo}. mm ef baittes 
outa! stn Adj — 
; it oO} Sri de 
7 : 110) ™ ' ; i. : ¢. 
. Lsme diiw ball ft eburoy 
eS 3ft 5 ' ? : Phd r : 4 my = 
r on rig word pore 
S ie 
. 2 ne mon sha a : 
fi FM rt doniw a9v0 shisd ' 
| i mnogu teed yeds doiruy cen nwth — = | 
Snen them a3 10 22vig 
af | f ™" yor »2B0 re ody sxc 2 
: ’ a. 
. dijoonQ  baworp ae ae 


ay _ - 
ug Bet. ° 7 JECT Di , Lif i as mid D379s 6g bns , Ane , 


tare Un comtic oer 
i OI Ig% bea Sil a 


ju anidacroob bat 


eg Sata dy ah 


. aoe 
win — eee, e orate nl - ’ | . : mee 7 
et ee | , 4s {yey 7f i ay ts ~ > #6 aa wif ia i ’ 
t . od - 7 ’ aes tae a ‘ . * Msi} q wilosg © a4 
aan "* , ; , *) ‘ent wei’ be | ¢ . 
: BIW) 483 . anwar janoitet naib ohm a 
" ; fey 
4 ¥73t Mf rt an. : 


mA od) lo menlid sit nl LOM ibaa ort ba 
buds 20V pvinw ion) Prove Mj iit sinh 
es : “nviliddoMt ; 

\e i) eta ai 

i ; ; : > 





eye | dict . 


FREE 8 BY OREN 


> een: ibabaiielaliimasineramaeiiiemedeacamane amammameneettana eeromene ee ee 


a 


1699. 








40 HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS OF 





After all were properly placed, the Indians, with their bows 
and arrows, which they carried in bundles on their backs, and 
wooden shields covered with beaver-skins in their right hands, 
went, by turns, to strike the post with their shields, at the same 
time singing over their deeds and actions in the wars in which 
they had been engaged. It is even permitted to everybody, 
women as well as boys, to go through the same ceremony. 

The French then proceeded to the royal magazine, by order 
of M. p’IBERVILLE, and brought knives, beads, vermillion, 
guns, lead, powder, mirrors, combs, kettles, cloaks, hats, shirts, 
breechings, rings, etc. The breechings are made of stuff five 
quarters of a yard, cut in two, lengthwise, passed around the 
hips, and thus cover their nakedness. The leggings are made 
of half a yard of cloth, cut in two, and sewed together like a 
pair of stockings, through which they pass their legs. Pickaxes 
and hatchets were also presented them. After which, M. 
D’IBERVILLE then returned to his lodgings, leaving the savages 
in the square of the fort, who divided among themselves the 
presents distributed to them, scrutinizing them all with astonish- 
ment, and but little comprehending the uses of most of them. 
It really gave us pleasure to witness their embarrassment. 
Some went to tell M. p’IBERvILLE, who returned with the 
other officers to the square of the fort, and who could not 
restrain themselves from laughter. He directed that the use of 
each article should be pointed out to them. We then showed 
them how to wear their shirts, hats, breechings, and leggings. 
We sewed up their breechings and leggings so that they could 


wear them upon their hips; for our Canadians, of whom I have 
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already spoken, were au fait in these matters. We placed 
powder in the pans of the guns which had been given to them, 
which were then loaded, and afterwards fired; but, when they 
saw the flash of the powder, they let go the gun, which fell to 
the ground, from the fear they had of them M. v’IBERVILLE 
ordered the men to fire off blank cartridges before them, which 
reassured them; and, as he found some among them bolder than 
the rest, one of the Indians made a sign that he wanted the guns 
reloaded, indicating that he would fire them. In place of leaning 
forward, as is customary, he held the gun to his shoulder, lean- 
ing backwards; the consequence was, the concussion knocked 
him head over heels, the gun going in one direction and the 
Indian in another. It was some fifteen days after this acci- 
dent before any of them would again touch a gun. We fixed 
handles in their hatchets and pickaxes, and showed them how 


to use them. They testified to us, by signs, that they were 


highly pleased. Nevertheless, up to that time, their canoes,. 


with which they went from place to place upon the river, were 
made by setting fire to the foot of a cypress tree, the fire con- 
tinuing in the interior until it fell to the ground. ‘They then 
burned it off at the desired length. When the tree was burned 
sufficiently for their purpose, they extinguished the fire with 
moist earth, and scraped it out with large shells, which are 
very thick. “They then washed them with water, in such a 
manner as to give them a fine polish. These canoes are some- 
times twenty-five or thirty feet long, but they make them of 
various lengths, according to the uses for which they are in- 


tended. 
6 
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When our fort was finished, M. p’[pERVILLE returned to 
France (3d of May, 1699), leaving M. pre Sauvor in com- 
mand; M. pe Bienvitve, King’s lieutenant; M. re Vasseur 
DE BoussovELLE, major; Dre Borpenac, chaplain; and other 
officers. 

After the departure of M. p’IBERVILLE, we made prepara- 
tions to go right and left in search of the Adississippi. We took 
with us some Indians as guides; coasting along in an easterly 
direction, we found a wide bay, called the Bay of the Pascagoula: ; 
because, within this bay, there flows a river, upon the borders of 
which the Pascagoulas are established, at a distance of about 
twenty leagues inland, and it is from that nation the bay and 
river take their name. ‘This bay is about five leagues east of 
Fort Biloxi, about one league across, and three in circuit. At 
its entrance there is an island, about one league distant, called 
Round Island, on account of its form. It is sterile, and unin- 
habited. Pursuing our course along the coast in an easterly 
direction, and about a league from the bay, we came to a small 
river, called, at the present time, by the same name we then gave 
it, Fish River, by reason of the great quantity of fish we found 
there. A league from that river, we found Liveoak Point | Pointe- 
aux-Chénes), an excellent place for the chase, as game of every 
description abounds there. Three leagues from this point, we 
came to a river, called Aderbane, ten leagues distant from Bilox. 
This name was given to it on account of a Frenchman, named 
ADERBANE, who was lost there by drowning. It yet preserves 
the name. Three leagues further on, we came to Oyster Point, 


so called from the abundance of that shell-fish found there. 
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This point is opposite to an island one league off, to which we 
crossed and landed. We were somewhat astonished to find 
upon this island a prodigious number of human bones, forming a 
mound of considerable elevation. We since learned that these 
were the bones of a once numerous nation, who, being pursued 
by their enemies, took refuge on this island, where nearly all 
perished from some terrible disease that broke out among them, 
their bones were brought together and heaped up, after the cus- 
tom of the Indian tribes. This nation was called Adcbile, few 
of whom at present survive. The island is covered with two 
species of forest trees, cedar and pine, of a very agreeable odor. 
M. pe BrenviLLe, our commanding officer, named it AZassacre 
Island (Dauphin). It is about seven leagues long, by a quarter 
of a league wide. Coasting along the island to return, we 
crossed a pass, about half a league wide, at the head of which 
was another island, called Horn /sland, because one of our men 
there lost his powder-horn. This island is about three leagues 
trom the main-land, and of the same length and width as MJas- 
sacre Island, It is barren, and is covered with the same species 
of trees as the other. When we made the head of this island, 
we sailed for the island Surgéres, where we had a grand hunt, 
after which we crossed over to the fort, for the purpose of rest- 
ing for a few days. 

At the end of fifteen days, we set out again, in search of a 


pass through which we could go to discover the AZississippi river, 


to the west of our fort. The coast, here, all along, is very flat. 


We found a bay, about one league in width by four in circum- 


ference, forming, in shape, a half circle. We called it the Bay of 


1699. 
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St. Louis, because it was on the day of St. Louis that we arrived 
there. It is about eight leagues west of Fort Biloxi. We 
landed, and found game of every kind in great abundance. 
We killed, here, more than fifty deer. At the end of three 
days, we set out again, and, at about three leagues distance, 
found a small stream, where the tide ebbs and flows. Our 
Indian guides told us this stream would take us into a large 
lake; but, as we did not well understand them, we made signs 
to them that we wanted to pass outward. At two leagues, we 
found a smal] island, about a quarter of a league from the sea, 
to which we gave the name of Heron’s Pass, on account of the 
vast number of those birds found there. We left the sea on the 
larboard side, and, at three leagues, we came to an island, which 
we called Pea /sland, because a sack of peas was left there 
through forgetfulness. We hurried off an hour before daylight, 
to get rid of the annoyance of swarms of small flies, or cousins, 
which the Indians call Aaragouins, and which puncture even to 
the drawing of blood. “The stream we had met with corres- 
ponded with this place; and, four leagues further on, we discov- 
ered a large lake, which M. pe BIENVILLE named Pontchartrain. 
This is about twenty-eight leagues in circumference, and seven 
wide. its embouchure, at the entrance, is a quarter of a league 
from one side to the other. Both sides of the pass, or entrance, 
is covered with shells, and in such quantity that they form an 
elevation, which was the reason it was called Pointe-aux-Coquilles. 
When one has passed through this channel, on looking ahead, 
you see, at the distance of a league and a half to the left, a 


projection of land, called Pornte-aux-Herbes, where the boats 
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were placed under shelter; because, in this place, the water is 
shallow, and, in heavy gales, canoes are sometimes lost there. 
Six leagues further on is a small river, called, by the Indians, 
Choupicatcha, which the French afterwards called Orleans (Bayou 
St, Fobn), because, since that time, as will be seen in its proper 
place, the city of Mew Orleans was built near this river, about 
a league from the lake. Five leagues further, turning always to 
the left on the lake shore, we found a bay of still water, which 
the Indians call bayou, which is a kind of drain, or gully, through 
which the waters of the higher grounds are carried off. We 
encamped here, as our Indian guides told us we could cross 
over from this place to the AZissessippi river.* 

Next morning, having secured our boats in this cove, we 
started on foot to go to the banks of the river. We passed, 
three quarters of a league, through a cypress forest. These trees 
are only found in low and swampy countries, which grow to 
a prodigious height, and bear a fruit resembling an olive. After 
this forest, we passed through a cane-break, which bears a kind 
of oats, of which the Indians make bread, of an agreeable taste. 
They also make a soup from it, which they call sagamite. 
Having crossed these canes for a quarter of a league, we 


arrived on the borders of the Adssissippi, at which we were 


* Previous to the exploration of this river by Father Marquette and Joriet, the 
natives of the North sometimes called it Meshacebe (or Great River), Namese-Sipon 
(or Rrver of the Fishes). In some places Tapata, and, where it entered the Gulf of 
Mexico, Ri, The Indian name, says Garcitaso pe ta VeGa, on the authority of 
Juans Cores, one of Dr Sora’s followers, was Chucagua, and, by the GENTLEMAN oF 
Eivas, Rio Grande; afterwards, by the Spaniards, La Palisade and Rio Escondido; by 
the French, Mississippi, Colbert, and St, Louis. 


1699. 


Wie omer rane pees 





ay 





wt 8 } ut Ss 5 


fri 


* . 1 hat _ : - kd i x ‘ y~ 
ausibal 4 7 v t belles evi form: : oi rf ie 
= 


Cs s1DVI ae’ cys 1 ~ 
169 Jind sew wit ainQ 


we rs | | ; ‘ = : ism 4 mts orm dno ofa Yo eavioan 






























“ a 
¥ 7 y 


Ob stiles ¢ ebiswrsthe onotd sey. doi lw ys 


~ oes ~ : Tt 


G 231 at noae ox 


1S92 | iw en 7 f i 
H Ai Demi Jedi S32 fMe eo 


wef i . 4ewac * aaa z 
ont euyesh ovi'l . adsl ody mon | ouy 
l#@ it) r ef : 4 aw outst ' : | 
: Y eDIOR? 9a 6] od? no its we 
Ma 8 61 Cow word Mao eneibal ody 
“| 7 1G i} ; iy 1 ashe F. ae UT Py + ta | 
= = bie wet 7. + 21978 od) Asidh; 
- Live re rfure T coe nin 
2 NGIDOL Iwo en sted a a 
Lei Sy oF. 49 alg q aid mor 12 
) aay - { P Ss | wiresumel . : 
} eat lt Rf ahiniom 9 Ms, 
iV j “a ‘ « ls y * ’ , j ; La 
“ANEG 3) 02. OF OF 1004 to bony a j 
oat 
’ ~ a ee 
aH 10 2195 up ota 
“i f UAW [ f WO. ner bey not vine at 
Hic bry i : tans “meet kop ort ent 1 af 
i ORE Ion euoigiber . 
H ‘ae ees va Ssrentecn | gan 
4 bowen Sw .tes20b dtp 
« a 1a aig doidw lo ;t180 lo ‘en 
d-yirt ws ~ iol } dats 
, 7 ‘wGe—-s S2Ann O88 N 
| | | laealpapee’ ® bir: 
; 77 f ; Fs £ — 
24 1 10 eyahened ade boven 
i ‘ ‘ ee 2 he ahig fd wa 


1 #183. te molten ines sf) 07 oul a / 


- 


¥ ‘ & gtetiegt. ) SIRI fF e j 4 \ 
. noe ni loki v a b Dianieats , 


‘ » 5 Lf ; 
| P 4 MA) Iw0lA sar » BN 
6 As » a“ - : : ; . r 
: ‘e. Sl Wisi oi aly ye ptlrewrsa ‘a jt 
: i 
twa oO bis Arde 3 a ahs 
. ii Pyas 
mie 
ra 
- pa =. 
= « \ ie Js 


ne 


46 HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS OF 


greatly rejoiced. We regarded this beautiful river with admi- 
ration, which is at least half a league wide at the place where 
we first saw it, about forty leagues from its entrance into the 
sea. The water is of a light color, very good to drink, and 
very light. The country, on its banks, appeared to be every- 
where covered with splendid trees of every description, such as 
oak, ash, elm, and many others, the names of which we did not 
know. We encamped that night on the river’s bank, under the 
trees, upon which a vast number of wild turkeys roosted. We 
killed as many of them as we wanted by moonlight, as they 
were not in the least disturbed or afraid of the firing of our 
guns. I can truly say, that [ never saw turkeys in France so 
fat and large as these were, as their nett weight was about thirty 
pounds! ‘The next day, we returned to our boats, and our 
companions, whom we had left as a guard, were highly delighted 
to learn we had slept on the banks of the mighty river. We 
continued on our way, along the borders of Lake Pontchartrain, 
in order to make the circuit of it, and, at the distance of about 
five leagues further on, encamped on the borders of a manchac, 
which signifies, in the French language, a strait, a pass, or a 
rivulet, flowing from the Adississippi. 

Through this pass we entered another lake, a short distance 
from the first, which is now called Lake Maurepas; it is about 
ten leagues in circumference, and two across. The following 
day we continued our route, coasting along the shores of Lake 
Pontchartrain, and, at about one league from Manchac, tound 


another river, called, by our Indian guides, Tangibas,* which 








* It also took its name from a tribe of Indians that lived on its banks, 
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means white corn (4/ed-blanc). The water of this river is very 
agreeable. Three leagues beyond, following the same channel, 
we found a bayou, or tranquil water, called Castezn Bayou, which 
signifies the place of the passes. Next day, five leagues from 
this bayou, we came to a river falling into the lake, called, by 
the Indians,. Ta/eatcha, which signifies the River of Pearls. 
Here we found those shells previously mentioned, with which 
the Indians scrape out their canoes after burning. Beautiful 
pearls are sometimes found in those shells. We presented some 
two dozen, or more, to M. pe BIENVILLE, our commander. 
This river is only about three leagues from Pointe-aux-Coquilles. 
Ac this place we left Lake Pontchartrain, and ascended it for the 
distance of half a league to another of its branches, which passes 
Pea Island, which is about three leagues from the forks of the 
river. We encamped here, by reason of the accommodations 
attorded by the river, the water of which was excellent to drink, 
and a great Convenience to our men, as the water of Lake Pont- 
chartrain is brackish, and is affected by the ebb and flow of the 
sea. 

The next day we left Pea /sland, and passed through the little 
Rigolets, which lead into the sea about three leagues from the 
Bay of St. Louis. We encamped at the entrance of the bay, 
near a fountain of water that flows from the hills, and which was 
called, at this time, Bel/e-Fountain. We hunted, during several 
days, upon the coast of this bay, and filled our boats with the 
meat of the deer, buffaloes, and other wild game which we had 
killed, and carried it to the fort (Brloxz). On arriving there, we 


gave to M. pe SauvoL, our commander-in-chief, a detailed 
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as well on account of its size as of its charming borders. M. 
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account of the discovery of that river, incomparably beautiful, 


DE BIENVILLE presented to him the pearls we had found in the 
shells of Pearl River, which he said he would give to M. p’[BER- 
VILLE; we never afterwards heard of those pearls, and did not 
know whether they were of a fine quality or not. Some days 
after our return, the Indians, whom we had as guides, expressed 
to M. pe Savvot a desire to return to their village, and wished 
we would go with them. M. pe Sauvor gave them to under- 
stand that it would give him great pleasure to comply with their 
request. We set out in one of our long-boats, manned by ten 
or twelve Frenchmen ; and, after leaving the fort, encamped at 
the mouth of a river, of the same name as themselves (Pasca- 
goulas), which empties into the bay of that name. We ascended 
the river twenty leagues from its entrance into the sea, and, on 
the third day, arrived at their village. As it was near the end 
of August, and the weather very warm, all the Indians there 
were as naked as when born—that is, the men and boys; but 
the women and girls had a little moss fastened to their thighs, 
which covered their nakedness, the rest of their body being 
entirely naked. This moss is an herb of a long, fine fibre, 


growing upon the trees, which the French of this part of the 


country called Spanish-beard, by way of derision, and which the 


Spaniards, in retort, called the French-wig. We were perfectly 
well received by their grand chief, and by all the inhabitants of 
the village. ‘hey gave us something to eat and drink—among 
other things, bear, deer, and buffalo meat, and all kinds of fruit, 


of which they have an abundance, such as peaches, prunes, 
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watermelons, pumpkins, and all of an excellent flavor. The 
pumpkins are far superior to those in France; they are cooked 
without water, and the juice which comes from them Is as sweet 
as syrup made from sugar. As regards the watermelons, they 
are nearly the same as in France. The fish are larger and 
better; but the prunes are not so good; there are two sorts— 
white and red. They served us, also, with their sagamite, which 
is a boiled dish, made of corn and beans. ‘Their bread is made 
of corn, and a species of grain, which grows upon the canes. 
They have wooden as well as earthen plates, and we observed 
that they were very well made.* ‘Their women, also, make 
earthen pots, in which they cook sagamite, at one time, sufficient 
for two or three families. In this manner they arrange, among 
themselves, so as not to be obliged to cook every day, each one 
taking turn about. “Their cabins were made of earth, and of a 
round shape, somewhat like our wind-mills, the roofs being 
generally covered with bark; but some were covered with a 
species of leaf, which is called, in this country, /atanier (pal- 
metto), a shrub peculiar to the country. 

One thing I have particularly observed among these savages, 
to wit: that, however abundant provisions may be with them, 
they never eat to excess; but, very improperly, they always eat 
with their fingers, although they have spoons made from the 
horns of the buffalo. Their meat is generally smoked, or buc- 


caneered, as they say in that country. They have, nevertheless, 


ng 


* The pottery of the Southern Indians, especially the Natchez, was artistically 
made. Many beautiful specimens may be found in private cabinets in the South, not 


‘inferior to the best specimens of Mexican and Peruvian art. 
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a kind of gridiron, under which they kindle a slow fire, merely 
drying the meat, the smoke contributing to this effect as much 
as the heat of the fire. 

The Indians, when they dance, beat a noise with their drums 
and chichois, and form into bodies of twenty or thirty together. 
A dancing-master keeps at the head of each band. At the 
sound of a whistle, they break from their ranks, intermingling 
with each other, always observing a particular cadence; at 
another blow of the whistle they form into rank again, and whirl 
around with wonderful uniformity. 

We slept at the house of the grand chief, upon beds of canes 
covered with buffalo-skins. The next day we went to visit 
their fields, where they cultivate their corn. The women were 
at work with the men. ‘The Indians have flat sticks, with 
which they break up the ground, for they do not understand the 
mode of using utensils as we do in France. ‘They scrape the 
ground with a stick, and cut down the brushwood and weeds, 
which they leave in the sun to dry, which, after a time, they 
burn, and, after they are burnt to ashes, they take a large stick, 


with which they dig a hole in the ground, and place seven or 


* eight grains of corn in each hole, and cover it with earth. 


When the corn is about one foot high, they take great care of 
it, as we do in France, and remove all the weeds, an operation 
which is performed two or three times during the season. 
They even, at the present time, use their wooden instruments 
in preference to those of iron, which we have given them, 
because they are lighter. After remaining some time in their 


village, we returned to the fort, 
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Cin ALP. BRO ad. 


M. p’IBerVILLE, being constantly on 
the look-out for him at the point pro- 
jecting from the fort.* Finally, on the 


morning of the King’s day (6th Janu- 





ary, 1700), we heard the firing of can- 
non from Surgéres Island, five leagues distant from our fort, 
announcing the arrival of M. p’IBERVILLE, in command of the 
Réenommee, of fifty guns, and M. pe SurGceREs of the Gironde, 
of forty-six guns. M. pe Savuvor also gave orders to announce 
their arrival by a discharge of all the guns and musketry at the 
fort (Bilox). M. v’ IBERVILLE was received with every possible 
demonstration of joy; but he only remained a few days at the 
fort, at the end of which he selected sixty men to go with him 
to the Mississippi, among whom were his two brothers, M. M. 
bE BIENVILLE and DE CHaTEeauGuay, M. M. pe BolssriantT 


and JucHEREAU DE St. Dents, and left M. pe Sauvot, the 


* This picturesque point, or bluff, now overgrown with the magnificent live-oak and 
torest trees of the South, is still a prominent feature of interest to the traveller and 
antiquarian, in the landscape that surrounds the fort and Bay of Biloxi, the seat of the 


first French colony in Louisiana, 


E were very impatient for the return of 1700. 
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commander of the fort, in charge of the ships, who gave orders 
to have the merchandize and ammunition placed in the King’s 
stores. We then took our departure, to ascend the A/ississippz, 
from its entrance into the sea, first making a stop at our ships, 
to take in the necessary provisions. M. p’IBERVILLE also 
consulted with M. pe SurGEREs, as to the care and security of 
the ships during his absence. We left the ships in three long- 
boats (chaloupes), and encamped seventeen leagues west of Fort 
Biloxi, near Point a P Assiette, thus named because M. p’I[BER- 
VILLE had lost a silver plate there. Our next encampment was 
twelve leagues further on, at a point called Trépred. The next 
day, we landed on the banks of a small river, six leagues 
further on, named Dog River, because one of our dogs was 
devoured there by a crocodile; and, six leagues from there, we 
came to the mouth of the ALssissippi, which we entered, and 
encamped on the right bank ascending. | 
The entire coast, from Fort Biloxt to the entrance of the 
river, and for eighteen leagues in ascending, the land is very 
low, having been formed by the alluvion precipitated by the 
waters of the AZississippi at high water. There are three passes 
at the mouth of the river, forming two small islands. © The 
straightest of the passes, which is to the right, is the deepest, 
although there are at times but eleven feet of water init. We 
entered the river on the 15th, and, after having ascended ten 
leagues, we met with a dense forest of trees, bordering the 
river, on the right and left. At this distance, there is a small 
strait, or pass, through which the waters of the river enter. 


We named it Bayou Mardi: Gras, from the day on which we 
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passed it. Eight leagues higher up, M. p’IBERVILLE observed 
a spot very convenient for the erection of a fort, which he re- 
solved to construct when he descended the river. Eight leagues 
beyond is a bend in the river, three leagues around, which is 
called the English Turn, the reason for which I will give in its 
proper place. “Twenty-four leagues higher up, on the left, is 
a river, called Chetimachas,* and five leagues beyond this is the 
first Indian nation inhabiting the banks of the river, called the 
Bayagoulas, where we arrived on the 1gth February. So soon 
as they perceived us, they fled with their women and children 
into the woods, so that, when we entered their village, we 
found no one there. M. p’IBERVILLE was not surprised at this, 
he believing that it was through fear of us they had aban- 
doned their houses. He immediately dispatched two French- 
men and an Indian, to assure them of our pacific intentions. 
They ran after, and overtook them in a short time, as they were 
impeded by their children. Our Indian spoke to them, and 
told them we were good people, and advised them to return. 
Although somewhat distrusting, they returned with the calumet 
of peace in their hands. When they arrived at the village, 


they presented the calumet to M. p’IBeRvILLE, and the other 


* This branch of the Mississippi (Bayou La Fourche), is one of the principal outlets 
f the river to the gulf. The present town of Donaldsonville is built on the site of an 
sncient village of the CAetimachas, one of the most interesting tribes of Indians of 
Louisiana. A vocabulary of this nation, by Martin Duratpe, in manuscript, is 
‘eposited in the library of the American Philosophical Society, Philadelphia. J. S. 
Vater, Analekten der Sprachenkunde. Leipzig, 1821. 

} The village of the Bayagculas was situated about twelve leagues below Baton 
Rouge, who were much attached to the French. They cultivated tobacco and corn, 


and were an intelligent and industrious race of Indians. 
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- diluted with water, and baked; also with bread, fish, and meats, 
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officers, to smoke. They also supplied us with flour, which ts 


prepared after their fashion. A little while after, they sang the 
calumet , after the manner of the Indians.* In the evening, they 
asked if we had eaten enough, and if we wanted a woman for 
each man. M. p’IBERVILLE showed them his hand, told them 
their skin was red and swarthy, and should not be blended with 
that of the French, which was white. We remained three 
days in their village, until their calumet was finished : made 
them presents of some bagatelles, such as mirrors, rings, pick- 
axes, etc., which they beheld with admiration, and afterwards 
we showed them how to use them. M. p’IBERVILLE told the 
chief that he would depart in the morning, and would like some 
fowls to take with him. The village was filled with them, 
and they supplied us bountifully. We took four of this nation 
as guides, and left with them a young Frenchman, to learn their 
language. 

We took our departure the next morning, and, at the distance 
of about five leagues, in ascending on the right hand side, came 
to the AZanchac, a small stream, of which I have already spoken, 
that empties into Lake Pontchartrain. Its current is very rapid, 
which renders the ascent difficult, besides, it is very narrow. 
Five leagues above this stream we came to where the banks of 
the river are very high, called in that country 4/u/fs (écores), and, 


in the Indian language, /strouma, which signifes Baton Rouge 





* The ceremony of presenting the ca/umet is minutely described by Father Mar- 
QUETTE in his narrative of the diiscovery of the Mrssissippi river, See First Series 


“ Historical Collections of Louisiana,” New York, 1846, Vol. 1, p. 290. 
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‘Red Post), because at that place there is a post painted red, 
which the Indians have placed there to mark the boundary line 
of the territory of the two nations—the Bayagoulas, whence we 
had come, and another Indian nation, about thirty leagues above 
Baton Rouge, called the Oumas. So jealous were those two 
nations of their hunting grounds, that they put to death all of 
their neighbors whom they found trespassing beyond the limits 
of the red post (Baton Rouge). But such is not the case at the 
present time, as they go to the chase everywhere together, and 
are all friends. Five leagues above this post, on the right hand 
side, there are very high bluffs of white earth, about three 
quarters of a league in length, at the upper part of which is a 
neck of land, seven leagues in circuit. To avoid going round 
this point, M. p’IBERVILLE had the boats transported across this 
neck of land, which is about a musket-shot wide, and, in a very 
short space of time, we were on the other side of the AZissis- 
ppt. Such is the rapidity of the current, that the waters soon 
after wore a channel through this place, from which cause this 
post took the name of Pont Coupée. 

Opposite a small island, eight leagues higher up, is a portage, 
rendered remarkable by a cross, which M. p’IBeRvILLE planted, 
and where we chanted the “ Vexilla Regis”* on our knees, 
4 ceremony which appeared strange to those Indians. We 


explained to them that the cross was an emblem greatly esteemed 


* “ Vexilla regis prodeunt, 


Fulgis crucis mysterium.” 


The Banners of Heaven’s King advance, 


The mystery of the Cross shines forth. 
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in our religion, and that they should preserve it from being 
thrown down. We called this place Portage de la Croix. 
Here is the main route to the village of the Owmas In- 
dians,* which is situated two leagues inland. M. p’IBERVILLE 
and his officers landed at this place, and went to their village, 
after giving orders to make the detour of the point with the 
boats, where they would rejoin us. The distance around was 
ten leagues. We discovered the mouth of a large river, called 
Sablonitre (Red River); it falls into the Adississipp: on the left 
hand side in ascending. We will speak of this river more fully 
hereafter. 

Two leagues beyond, we found the Bay of the Oumas, in 
front of which was a small island. We landed there on 
the 7th of March, on the borders of which is their village. 
M. pv’IBERVILLE, and all the officers, had been there two 
days. We remained three days, and, after they had finished 
chanting the ca/umet, M. p’IBERVILLE made them presents, as 
he had done to the others. They gave us poultry and game, 
which we carried to our boats; nor did we fail to take four of 
them as guides in place of the four Bayagoulas,; whom we sent 
back. Thus, we changed from one nation to the other, in 
order not to fatigue them; and, at the same time, in arriving 
among them, they would have less fear and distrust by seeing 


other Indians with us. 





* The nation of the Oumas, or Houmas, occupied a district of country on the east 
side of the river, about twelve leagues above the Bayagoul/as, and were much attached 
to the French. They were reduced, by sickness and war, to less than a hundred war- 
riors, when Louisiana was ceded to the United States. The grant of land to the 


Marquis p’ANCENIS was situated about six leagues below this nation. 
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bcs leaving the village of the Oumas, we kept on our 
upward route, fifteen leagues above. The river, here, is 
divided into three channels, forming two islands, about half a 
league in length; and, one league above these, we coasted along 
on the right hand side, where the banks are of a prodigious 
height (Eilis’ Cliffs). At the head of these bluffs is a small 
river (St. Catherine), that comes from a village four leagues dis- 
tant, and one league back from the river. We landed, in order 
to visit the village, where we were perfectly well received. 
These Indians are called the Natchez, and are the most civilized 
of all the nations. ‘They were very kind and obliging to M. 
p’ IBERVILLE and his officers, who had arrived there on the 5th 
of March, and concluded a treaty of peace. They chanted the 
calumet of peace during three days, at the end of which we 
departed, laden with game and poultry. M. p’I[BeRvILLeE distri- 
buted to them presents, as he had done to all the nations who 
had chanted the ca/umet. In the sequel, we will speak of their 
manners, of their religion, and of their temples. 

On the rath of April, we left the Natchez, and coasted along 
to the right, where the river is bordered with high gravelly 
banks for a distance of twelve leagues; at the extremity of 
these bluffs is a place we called Petit Gulf, on account of 
the whirlpool formed by the river, for the distance of a 
quarter of a league. Eight leagues higher up, we came 
to Grand Gulf, which we passed, a short distance above, 
on the left hand side. We landed, to visit a village, situated 


four leagues in the interior. These Indians are called the 
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Tensas.* We were well received; but I never saw a more 
sad, frightful, and revoiting spectacle than that which happened 
the second day (16th of April) after our arrival in this village. 
A sudden storm burst upon us. The lightning struck the 
temple, burned all their idols, and reduced the whole to ashes. 
Quickly, the Indians assembled around, making horrible cries, 
tearing out their hair, elevating their hands to heaven, their 
tawny visages turned toward the burning temple, invoking their 
Great Spirit, with the howling of devils possessed, to come 
down and extinguish the flames. ‘They took up mud, with 
which they besmeared their bodies and faces. The fathers and 
mothers then brought their children, and, after having strangled 
them, threw them into the flames. M. v’IBERVILLE was horti- 
fied at seeing such a cruel spectacle, and gave orders to stop 
it, by forcibly taking from them the little innocents; but, with 
all our efforts, seventeen perished in this manner; and, had we 
not restrained them, the number would have been over two 
hundred. 

At the close of the third day of chanting the ca/umet of peace, 
M. p’I[BERvVILLE distributed his presents as usual, but in greater 
number than he had to the other tribes. He persuaded them, 
also, to abandon their present location, and establish themselves 
on the banks of the Adississippi. 

As the period of his return to France was rapidly approaching, 


and the other tribes were too remote for a present visit, he 





* The Tensas nation was allied to the Natchez, and spoke the French and Mobilian, 
The Catholic missionaries never succeeded in making any converts among them. 


They scrupulously observed all the religious rites and ceremonies of the Natchez. 
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resolved to descend the river.* We set off the next morning, 
and, in the evening, arrived at the Natchez, where we encamped, 
and met M. pve St. Come, a Catholic missionary. Next 
morning, the chiefs of that nation came to reconduct M. p’IBER- 
VILLE to the banks of the river. He promised to send them a 
French lad, in order to acquire a knowledge of their language. 
The next evening, we encamped at the Oumas, as we progressed 


—\ 


rapidly with the strong current of the river. Afterwards, wé) 
went to the Portage de la Croix, and then to the Bayagoulas, where 
we found the French boy whom M. p’[BERVILLE had left in our 
ascent, and who had already made considerable progress in the 
knowledge of their language. M. v’IBervitie told him to 
remain in the village, to serve as an interpreter for those who 
should pass this way. We next arrived at the spot that M. 
b'IBERVILLE had marked out as a suitable place for a fort,f 
where we found a gun-boat, which M. pe BrENvILLE had 
brought from Bi/sxi, with materials for its construction. 


M. pe BrEnviILie, in descending from the Natchez on his 


route to Biloxi, met, on the 16th of September, a small English 


* On the 22d of April, 1700, M. pe Brenvitre set out with M. pe Saint Deny, 
sad twenty Canadians and Indians, to visit the YaTasse nation, on Red River, and, 
oa the sume day, M. p’Iservitte returned to the feet, where M. pe Brenvitre after- 
®ards joined him. 

+ This fort was built after the attempt made by the English to plant a colony on the 
‘anks of the Mississippi, At the foot of the cross, erected near the fort, the follow- 


,%g inscription, on a leaden plate, was affixed, by ordes of M. p’IBeRvILLE :— 
Dwi. Ms 


The French first came here from Canada under M. ve La Satie, 1682. From the same 
fat, under M. ve Tonty, in 1685. From the Sea Coast, under M. v’Ipervitye, tn 


8790, and planted this cross Feb, 14. 1700 


1700. 
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frigate,* careened in a bend of the river, about three leagues in 





circuit. He demanded of the captain what he was doing in the 
Mississippi, and if he was not aware that the French had already 
established themselves in this country? The Englishman was 
much astonished, and replied that he was ignorant of the fact, 
and soon after retraced his steps to the sea, at the same time 
uttering threats against M. pe Brenvitie and the French. It 
was from this circumstance that the bend of the river was after- 
wards called the English Turn. 

M. p’IBERVILLE having traced the plan and size of the fort 
which had been commenced, he made the necessary arrangements 
to supply it with provisions, and six cannons for the battery 
fronting the river; and, placing his brother, M. pe BrEenviLte, 
in command, with twenty-five men, he returned to Biloxi, fol- 
lowed by two of our long-boats, and five French Canadians, 
who, hearing of our establishment at Bz/ox:, had come to trade 
with us. 

He made us row night and day till we reached our ships, 
where he held a conference with M. pE SurGEREs, relative to 
the quantity of provisions on hand. He then went to the fort, 
at Biloxi, to examine the amount of ammunition there, ‘and 
increased the garrison with the addition of sixty Canadians, 
which he had brought with him on his first voyage with M. 


DE SuRGERES. After having taken leave of M. M. pe SauvoLt 


* This frigate was commanded by Captain Barr, and was fitted out, in 1698, by 
the English, with instructions to take possession of Louisiana, and establish a colony 
on the banks of the Adississippi river. First Series ‘* Historical Collections of Louisi- 
ana,” Part 11, p. 230. 
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and pe BorsBRIANT, he set sail for France on the 3d of May, 
17co. But, before his departure, he recommended M. bE 
SauvoL to place twenty men, under the command of M. LE 
SUEUR, to go to the copper mines in the country of the Svoux, 
about nine hundred leagues from the mouth of the river, and 
above the Falls of St. Anthony. 

I was recommended, by M. pe Sauvot, to join this expedition, 
because, being a ship-carpenter in his Majesty’s service, my ser- 
vices would be necessary in building and repairing boats, and, 
trom this circumstance, I was an eye-witness of what I here 
relate. After M. re Sueur had laid in provisions, and all the 
necessary mining implements, he embraced M. pe Savuvot, and, 
at the end of April, took his departure, with one long-boat, in 
which were twenty-five men. I will not make any unneces- 
sary description here of the country, as I have already described 
the several places on the Mississippi as far as the Tensas. 
We started off the next day, and were twenty-four days in 
reaching the Yensas, on account of the current of the river, 
which, towards the end of May, becomes very rapid, from the 
melting of the snow in the mountains, which swells the tribu- 
taries of this river at this season of the year. 

After we had passed the Yensas, ten leagues above, on the 
right hand side, we came toa river, called the Yasous (Jajoux). 
Four leagues higher up, on the right, we found a number of 
villages, where six nations were dwelling—the Yasous, Offogoulas, 


Tonicas,* Coroas, Bitoupas, and the Oussipes. In one of those 





* The Tonicas, or Tunicas, formerly lived on the east side of the Mississippi river, 


Suve Point Coupe. They were a powerful nation, and always lived upon good terms 





j 
i 
i 









r eee! ge : 
aa .M bobarcimonsy 






PEt.) ji. Je 


| Rabies. 
on - 





do Twn gob | 2i A siolec 


7 


Pore | 
- az »M | to bagmsrno9 odd. baw 9m y owt a8 alq 






‘ 
— 


























' " Vw al q2' 
q : ft ‘ 


awe oz io Yiiucs. sds ai _e2aie-r9qqos: ad re luau 
, = “~s nal 
ae 





“% afi ees : ay Pk Sal , spear ivi 3F ly mon eougesl bevbnud ‘ania. J aii " 
ymedt ch 99 \9 Wish ad) ovode a 
Featine) fr * } mI : 
MOVUAE 8a..M yd bebnsmmoss: eow TP 
= ,f ~ NS - { ak Late lolame on le wer “ { - x 
VEIT Bf ON TaIRAG ho-Gite & Bae tue x 
a «Ll f MING thi ‘ 237990 sd | bie OW. eis Wi 
as 2aw | sonetemuctio elds es 
- : j . RA “| : i} 
iM nA isteley 
, oe « « ‘ i: N a PZ 
2 sh OSES? SEH eQIHSMIS Ginnie acai Y 
p “ . om! a, oe oe, oe - 0 
i ; Me w ai ers - : : ia A Yo. bis peer 
~ o ) i ’ 
- ORM YS seem jor ' bbs 26 1 ; “Gls s19W oid . 
bey. ee , be . 7 ase 2 — i a) i a4 Bae enh 
‘ , ,| , wh 7 J 239410 lata voz 
* , f , t 
weer 
un i? Se é a OI}ieie Mo a 
 <_<p oO ‘ * ‘ . . . a ¥ 7 bf - ~~ : 
: ¥ A Ast wu 8 €bt) a SER || Tb) gnidogs Pp : 
~ 7 j ’ ry < ole 7 . - | Y 4 : ! 
EY, ‘ a) tas SeVILWO) etlois 
are 
9 | 282 niowone wir to goin 
——— : oh 
} aie 3 52 e 3k Vi" eirl3 Yo 2oine _ 
a eo oe P ds = 
fis 2 of 3e2u : DRT Sy THA a, 
’ z= 
{many t oO} simeo = » boned agin 
oat - - e 2 
i) , fy AY : ly) ] No -Uu Taelgid eougaal we _ 
wage ND WSS { i? swhb s1ews Nolan xiz 5} odw 288 if we 
° ‘ ~ P . “se ——" 
Oo smo 4B | : 4 13. ~lizj De queda | tow) “amie ¢g 
a : \aai \l ih on) Ww ob 7249 » 3 neo bowil vhs 3m on estan 10 eww 9 
mist boog negu bovit ryewle bee doiten lvizowoy © s1sW par” a 
Sk 
= 
af 7 j 4 
> an of 


x a 


1700. 





62 | HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS OF 


villages, we found a French priest, who was accompanied by a 
servant; also, a Frenchman, who showed us much kindness and 
attention, and were delighted to meet with us. He came among 
these Indians as a missionary, to endeavor to convert some of 
them. The next morning, before our departure, he performed 
mass. We told him M. p’IBervitie had formed a French 
establishment in the country, but he had already been informed 
of it. After giving his benediction, he embraced us all, and, 
accompanying us to the boats, bade us adieu. 

From this place, we ascended the river some sixty leagues to 
a river, called Arkansas (Tonty), about half the width of the 
Mississippi, and runs from the north and west. Fight leagues 
above the mouth of this river, on the left, is the 4réansas nation, 
from which the river takes its name. ‘There are two other 
tribes in their village, called the TYourimans and the Cappas 
(Quawpas). They gave us a kind reception, and chanted the 
calumet, but they could furnish us with but few provisions, as 
the high waters had driven all their cattle and game into the 
interior. This is a very warlike nation. They are great 
hunters, and live entirely by the chase when the waters of the 
Mississippi are low, for, at that time, their country is full of 
game. This is the reason they are not fond of labor, and give 
but little attention to the culture of their fields. Their women 
do much more labor than the men. They are handsome, and 
with the French. They assisted them in their wars with other nations, and especially 
against‘the Natchez, for which the King of France presented their chief with a gold- 
headed cane and silver medal. They spoke the French and- Afobi/ian lanzuages. A 


vocabulary of their language, in manuscript, is deposited in the library of the American 
Philosophical Society, Philadelphia, 
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almost white. The men are stout, and thick-set. We found 
an English trader here, who was of great assistance in obtaining 
provisions for us, as our stock was rapidly declining, which 
caused us to hurry our departure. Twenty leagues above, we 
found a river, which we called St. Francis, a name it retains to 
this day. It is about a league in circumference. Twenty 
leagues higher up, on the right hand side, the banks are very 
clevated; a small river empties into it, called Riviere a Margot 
(Wolf). Itis by this river you go to the village of the Chica- 


saws, distant about thirty leagues from the borders of the Adissis- 


sippt. As the village was so far off, we did not visit it. Forty 


leagues above, on the right, ascending, are the Prudhomme Bluffs, 
so named from a French Canadian, who had built a block-house 
fort here, in which he died, and which yet bears his name. 
Fifty leagues above, on the same side, are the /ron Banks, or 
bluffs, and five leagues beyond the mouth of the river Wabash 
(Ohio), its course being from east to west, and as large as the 
Mississippi at its mouth. In ascending this river, you can go as 
far as Canada. Its banks abound in every species of game. " 

Ten leagues from the mouth of this river, another falls into 
it, called Kasguinempas* (Tennessee). It takes its source from 
the neighborhood of the Carolina, and passes through the village 
of the Cherokees, a populous nation, that number some fifty 
thousand warriors. 

Fitteen leagues above the mouth of the Wabash (Ohio), on 


the right hand side of the AdZississippi, you meet with the Cape of 


a a 


* This river is sometimes called the Casguinambaux, or Cheraquis, on old maps. 
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St. Anthony. This is the place where the French come to get 


-millstones. Near this cape our provisions totally failed us. 


We were obliged to remain here twenty-two days for supplies. 
Each one of us was obliged to take our guns, and go into 
the woods, and seek for the necessaries of life. Some of our 
men were obliged to subsist upon the sap, young leaves, and 
tender buds of the trees, as it was the spring time, and the 
river’s banks were already overflowed in many places. Three 
of our comrades went on the other side of the A/ississippi with a 
canoe, where, having landed, they fastened it to a tree, and, 
being separated in the hunt, they killed some bears, which we 
found excellent eating. 

We waited at this place for provisions, because the priest we 
had met some days previous, opposite the Prudhomme Bluffs, 
was on his way to the sea, to visit M. p’[BERVILLE, and who, 
having learned of his return to France, had changed his inten- 
tion. Before returning to the //linois, he had given us all 
the provisions he could spare, and even deprived himself of 
those which were necessary. M. Le Sueur begged him to 
send us a canoe loaded with provisions, and we would await 
him at Cape St. Anthony, for we were so feeble from want of 
nourishment, that we could not continue our voyage. He 
departed immediately, and promised to pursue his route day and 
night, in order to come to our relief as soon as possible. Nor 
did he fail in his word ; for, as soon as he returned to the ///inazs, 
he sent a canoe filled with every kind of provisions, which 
reached us in twenty-two days, in our greatest distress. 


Father Limoces was in this canoe, with four Frenchmen, 
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who were to conduct him to Biloxi. We thus passed three 
days in repairing our strength, at the end of which we again 
took our departure. Six leagues higher up, we came to Cape 
St. Cimes, and eight leagues thence to the mouth of the Mlinais. 
The Kaskaskias have, within a few years, established them- 
selves in a place two leagues from this river in the interior. 
‘There is a small desert island opposite the mouth of this river. 
Ascending three leagues further, we came to Little Salt River, 
thus called, because in the neighborhood are found two branches 
(Gabourie and Platine) of salt water. This is the place where 
the French, among the J//inois, come to get their salt. We 
remained here some days to hunt deer, which are found in great 
numbers, as those animals are very fond of salt. Eight leagues 
higher up, we came toa small river, called AZaramecq (Mara- 
meg). Itis-by this route that the Indians go to the lead mines, 
which are about fifty leagues distant up the A@ssissippi. Ten 
leagues further, we came to a village of the ///inais, situated on 
the banks of the river. We approached, with our sails up, and 
saluted them with a volley of a dozen muskets; these Indians 
were much surprised, but particularly so at our long-boats, 
as they had never before seen anything larger than bark canoes 
trom Canada, and a few pirogues from Louisiana. Several came 
on board, together with a number of Canadian traders, who 
were purchasing furs and skins. The French, living among the 
illinois, placed themselves under arms, to give a suitable recep- 
tion to M. re Sueur, whom they had formerly known. There 


were, besides three French missionaries in the village, also 
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M. Beroier, the grand vicar from the Bishop of Canada, M. 
M. Bourevitte and DE St. COME; also two Jesuits, Father 
Pinet* and Father Limoces. The Indians chanted the ca/umet 
with M. Le Sueur, who, in return, made them considerable 
presents. We remained seventeen days in this village, where 
four of our men left us to go to Canada. We took five others 
in their place, among whom was a person named CHAPOUGAR, 
who acted as interpreter, as he spoke nearly all the Indian 
languages. | 

In front of this village of the J//:mois is a small island, which 
conceals the entrance to it. It is only by a small branch of the 
Mississippi that it can be approached. All around and beyond the 
village is a prairie, and, in the distance, lofty hills, which give 
a magnificent perspective. After having taken leave of all our 
acquaintances, we continued our route up the river. Six leagues 
more brought us to the mouth of the Adissouriz. This river has 
a very rapid current, especially in the spring of the year, when 
the waters are high. On passing beyond the islands which it 
inundates, it roots up the trees and drags them along in its 
course; it is from this cause that the A/ssissippr is filled with 


floating trees during the spring floods; it also assumes its color 


from this river, neither sources of which have ever yet been 


discovered. [he Indians dwelling on the banks of the Adissis- 
sippt, when the waters are low, in the months of August and 


December, go to the mines. [I will not speak of those dwelling 





* Father Hucues Pinet went to the ///inois as early as 1670, three years before 


Marquette and Jotirer explored wie Mississippi, to establish a mission among the 
Tamaroas ( Cahokias). 











-amb0’ 72 ad ba) 
7 ‘ a , ‘eT t - ‘ 2 ree} ”,- 
yewarles oly bsaaado anaibn!l oc] a00MbhE WHR 1 


: at 


sidsisbienoo mod ‘ober wis ai oftw suave 


“owe alata 


o 2) 2) 
a 










- . | 
dy ni evab asotnevee bonigmer s¥ 


- 
i 
naib of? tig ya iqtoml #s bsios odw 
Ny 7, 
why , 
; P| 
899 oh 
asl *~ - 
rg ; imotTl Ai 
t , 
« H ‘ e 
; itt vt ; at } fle fi > 
: t 
6 . "Wane enw? Atns ett 
: : ! : 5 ‘as 
rh “I! ‘ i « {f; 
i j fs f awit y >» €% & tiV 
: ‘ _ 
ite \ bs awa . ‘ ° , - ‘alee fabs & 
me 
‘ ‘ was ; : . t : . : as in cai 
74 : T9VTi fi) ; uO) Hh ti f ,2@o°on eni woos 
; — 
‘ ‘ PA | nore 
a f 
L - i ‘ . tw ~ 
, 7% r , a 7" ~* & 
* 
; ai : , »f ty 4 os sel 
1 ie 7, aTear : : re. ; | OM IJ7iW og 
* ‘ ; : of ‘ 
J 54 : l SIADOUARI 


. ¢ 
“4 ¢ ‘en ay. 
auras ‘ # iJ atte ehre 
« 

7 * 
ree ‘ ‘ rv ? 
1930 a : a ‘ igs 

. 
* 


oy wards ,ora: R aitk of) ut Soow raxit esvowH sedeT % | 
wm) ‘ ‘ pie t f J shjie ¢ . visage ved € ‘3 be? qe T4220 q aes inant 
Ausibebed ) waren 





i 
— 





LOUISIANA AND FLORIDA. 67 


on the banks of the AdZissouri, because we have never yet 
,cended it. After having passed its mouth, we continued our 
route up the Adissessippz, and, six leagues above, came to the 
-rand river of the J///:mors, on the right hand side, where we 
were joined by Sie Canadian travellers, who brought M. LE 
Sueur a letter from Father Marest. It is by this river you 
sv to Canada. Opposite its mouth commences a series of the 
most beautiful and most extensive prairies in the world. Con- 
tinuing our route ten leagues higher up, we came to Bauf River 
Buffalo), to the right and left of which are steep rocks. We 
ascended this river half a league, and encamped on its banks. 
Four of our men went out on a hunt, and killed a wild buffalo, 
about half a league from our encampment. Immediately one of 
the hunters came in for assistance to carry the game into camp, 
which we did- with great pleasure, as we were very hungry, 
having had a fatiguing day’s journey, with but little to eat. 
When it was cooked, we ate a good part of it, at the same time 
emptying several bottles of brandy, which greatly invigorated us. 

Thirty-five leagues beyond this, we came to a mountain (La 
Montagne qui trempe dans Peau), situated nearly in the centre 
of the river, though a little inclined to the right side. 

Sixty leagues from this, we came to a prairie, looking very 
charming, from its beauty and size, at the upper side of which 
passes a river, flowing into the AZississippi; we called it AdLsin- 
ena (Des Moines), from the name of an Indian tribe dwelling 
“pon its banks. One league above the mouth of this river, we 
“ame to a rapid, cut up into cascades. This was seven leagues 


in length, and we were obliged to discharge our boats, get into 
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1700. the water, and push them along with our hands. At the end 





-.of those seven leagues, we found the river navigable. 

On the left of these rapids are open prairies, extending ten 
leagues from and along the banks of the Adississippi. “The grass 
upon these prairies is like clover, upon which an infinite number 
of animals brouse. After passing these rapids, we found, on 
‘the right and left, mines of lead, which are called, to this day, 
Nicholas Perrot, the name of the person who first discovered 
them. 

Twenty leagues higher up, we found the entrance of a large 
river, called Ouisconsin,* opposite four islands, and quite an ele- 
vated mountain, about half a league in length. By this route 
you go to the Bay of Foxes, sixty leagues from the AZissrssippi. 
This bay is only four leagues from Lake Michigan, where the 
French cross to go te Canada upon their return from the Sioux. 
At the distance of ten leagues above the mouth of the Ouwzsconsin 
commences a prairie, extending some sixty leagues along the 
borders of the Adississippz. It is called Winged Prairte (Prairie 
aux Arles), and is terminated by high hills, that render the pros- 
pect very beautiful. Opposite Winged Prairie, to the left, is 
another facing it, called Paguitanet, neither so large or so long. 
Twenty leagues above this, we came to Lake Good Relief (Bon 
Secours), about seven leagues in circumference, and one across, 


through which the Adississtppi passes. Its banks, right and left, 








* It was by this river that M. Le Sueur, for the first time, entered the Mississippi 
river, in 1683, to visit the nations of the Sfozx, among whom he resided for more 
than seven years. It was also by this river that Father Marquette and the Sieur 
Jotier entered the AMfississippi from the Bay of Puans (Green Bay), to explore it to its 
mouth, in 1673. 
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are bordered by prairies. On the right bank is a fort, built by 
NicHoLas PerRotT,* and yet known by his name. At the 
upper part of the lake is Bald Island ([Isle Pelee), so called 
because there is not a tree standing upon it. It is upon this 
island that the French from Canada established their fort and 
stores, when they came to trade for furs and other merchandize. 
They also winter here, because game is abundant in the prairies 
on both sides of the river. 

Three leagues after leaving Bald Island, we reached the River 
Sainte Croix (Holy Cross), on the 16th of September, where there 
is a large cross planted at its mouth, and several leagues from 
the Falls of St. Anthony, which extend two leagues. This rapid, 
the whole width of the Adississtppi, has a perpendicular fall of 
sixty feet, making a noise resembling thunder, which is heard 
at a considerable distance. At this place, the boats must be 
carried by land, in order to continue the route up the AZfs- 


sissippt, which, upon reflection, we concluded not to do, and 





* Nicwotas Perrot was, says Father Cuarcevorx, a man of talent, and belonged 
to a respectable family. At an early period of life he acquired several Indian lan- 
guages, and, in 1665, was selected, by M. Taton, to accompany Sieur pe St. Lusson 
tu the Falls of St. Mary as interpreter, in persuading the numerous tribes around the 
upper lakes to submit to the French Crown. In 1684, he was employed by M. ne La 
Barre in bringing the Western tribes to his assistance against the Jroguois ; and, subse- 
quently, he performed the like service for M. pt DeNonvitte. For several successive 
years he was employed as Indian agent. He afterwards built a fort on Lake Pepin, and 
discovered the celebrated lead mines on the river Des Moines, in Iowa, which at one 
time bore his name. He travelled over most of Neco France, and wrote an interesting 
account of it, still in manuscript, entitled, “ Atceurs, Coutumes, et Relligion des Sauvages, 
dans l Amérique Septentrionale,” from which, as well as from the “ Annals of Louisi- 
ana,"’ by M. Penicaut, Father Cuarvevoix acknowledges that, “* ¥’ar trouve dans 
ces deux MSS. bien des eclaircissemens, que J’avois en vain cherché dans les livres im- 
primis,’ Of M, Penicaut, he says,  J/ entendsit presque toutes les langues des Sauvages 


de la Louisiane,”—CHARLEVOIX. 
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returned about a quarter of a league below to the mouth of 
a river on the left hand side, which we named St. Peter. 
We continued our route up this river, and found another river 
falling into the St. Peter from the left, which we entered, and 
gave it the name of Green River (Minnesota), because the earth, 
being blended with the copper ore falling into it, produced a 
green tinge—having now travelled from the Yamaroas* two 
hundred and seven leagues. A league higher up this river, M. 
LE SUEUR determined to build a fort, as it was now the end of 
September, and ice forming rapidly; the weather had become 
rough and tempestuous. One half of our men went hunting, 
while the other half worked at the fort. We killed four 
hundred buffaloes, which served us as provisions during the 
winter. We placed them upon scaffolds in the fort, after 
having skinned and cut them up. We also constructed cabins 
within the enclosure of the fort, in order to render ourselves 
more comfortable. We were not unmindful to place our boats 
under shelter. At the commencement of the erection of 
the fort, seven French traders, from Canada, came there, who 
had been robbed of all their merchandize, and stripped of their 
clothing, by that wandering nation of savages, called the Sioux, 
who live by pillage and rapine. Among this number, there was 
one who was acquainted with M. L—E SueuR—a Canadian gen- 
tleman—whom he at once recognized, and clothed him as he did 
the rest. They remained with us at the fort during the win- 


ter, where we had nothing to eat but buffalo meat, without salt. 








* An Indian village, on the banks of the Mississippi, where the Jesuits had a mis- 


sionary establishment, and the French a settlement. 
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N the third of April, 1701, we set out, 
with twelve miners and four hunters, to 
work at the copper mine, situated about 
a league from the fort (/ Hui/ler), and 
took from it upwards of thirty thousand 


pounds of ore. We selected from this 





mass about four thousand pounds of the purest and most beau- 
tiful, which M. re Sueur, who was skilled in the knowledge 
of minerals, had carried into the fort, and transported to France, 
of which I never heard the final result.* 

After working twenty-two days at the mines, we returned to 
the fort, where the Sioux, who had pillaged the Canadians, came 
to trade with their peltries for our merchandize. They had 
more than four hundred beaver-robes, which M. Le Sueur 
purchased, as well as many other skins they brought with them. 

The cold, in this country, is more rigorous than in Canada, 


During the winter we passed in our fort, we often heard the 


* The mineral region of the north-west was very faithfully explored, at an early 
period, by eminent French engineers sent from Canada, who made their reports to the 


French Government. 
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trees snapping and cracking from the effects of the severe frost, 
similiar to the report of fire-arms. The water in the river was 
frozen to the bottom, and the snow covered the earth to the 
depth of five feet on a level. The snow and ice generally melts 
in the spring, about the month of April, which causes the 
Mississippi to overflow its banks. In the beginning of May, we 
drew our boats into the water, loaded them with the ore taken 
from the mine, and the peltries we had procured. 

Before taking our departure, M. Le Sueur held a council 
with M. p’Eraqug, the Canadian gentleman of whom [ have 
already spoken, and the three Sroux chiefs, who were brothers. 
He told them he was obliged to go down to the sea, and begged 
them to maintain peace with M. p’Eraque, whom he would 
have as governor of Fort ? Huillier, with a dozen of Frenchmen. 
He made considerable presents to those three brothers, and 
persuaded them never to abandon the French. After this, we 
embarked, with twelve men, whom M. LE Sueur had selected 
to accompany him. At parting, he promised those who were 
left behind to guard the fort, that, so soon as he arrived among 
the //limois, he would send back provisions and munitions of 
war; which he did, for he sent back a canoe loaded with two 
thousand pounds of powder and lead, with three of our men to 
conduct it. We.remained some days among the ///insis, to take 
in provisions necessary for our voyage. In our descent, we 
stopped at all the villages mentioned heretofore, and landed at 
the fort, where M. M. pe Sr. Denis and pe BIENVILLE com- 


manded, who informed us that M. p’IBERVILLE had arrived 


within a short time since. 
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These gentlemen gave us an account of a voyage they had 
made up the Red River (Sabloniére), with a detachment of 
twenty-five men, in search of the Spaniards on the confines of 
Mexico. Whilst we were at the mines, they had ascended this 
river, seventy leagues from its entrance into the Mississippi, and 
there met with the nation of the Natchitoches, who chanted to 
them the ca/umet of peace, and, during the three days they 
remained there, they demanded of the chiefs if they knew where 
the Spanish settlements could be found. One of them, called 
the WuiTe CuierF, with ten of his Indians, conducted them to 
the village of the Cadsdaquioux,* about one hundred leagues 
above the Natchitoches. When they arrived there, they asked 
of the Cadodaquioux, in what direction they could reach the 
Spanish settlements; but these Indians replied, that, for some 
time past, none of them had dwelt in their village, and none 
had visited it for more than two years past. This information 
determined M. M. ve St. Denis and pe BIENVILLE to return 


to their fort. The three persons whom M. LE Sueur had left 





* In the early settlement of Louisiana, the Caddss—pronounced by the tribe, 
Ca-do-ha-da-cho, and, by the French, Cadodaquioux—were united to several brave and 
warlike tribes, among whom were the Natchitoches and Assonis, who lived on the south 
bank of Red River, ina pleasant and fertile country, several hundred miles above the 
present town of Natchitoches, They had a tradition that the world was destroyed by a 
Hood, but the Great Spirit placed them on an eminence near a lake, and they alone 
were saved, and from them descended all the Indians in the South. The whole 
number of this (Caddo) nation is now reduced to less than a hundred families, who still 
exercise a great influence over the surrounding tribes—the Yattasees, Nabadachies, 
Innies, Keychies, Adaies, Nacogdoches, and Nandakoes, all of whom speak the Caddo 
language, and look up to them as their fathers. Specimens of the Caddo and Witchita 
languages are to be found in Marcy’s ‘Exploration of Red River,” Gattatin’s 
“Synopsis of the Indian Languages,” and in Scnootcrart’s ‘ History of the Indian 
Tribes of the United States.” 
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in charge of the canoe with munitions of war for M. p’ERAQUE, 


- at Fort P Hutllier, arrived where we were. They astonished M. 


LE SUEUR greatly, by the information that the canoe having 
broken, was totally lost, with everything on board, just opposite 
the mine of NrcHoLtas Perrot. M. M. Sr. Denis and bE 
BIENVILLE gave orders to load ancther canoe with munitions of 
war and provisions, and charged them to hasten back to the fort 
with all due diligence. As for us, after having discharged our 
boat and canoes of the peltries for which we had trafficked with 
the Sioux, we descended with M. LE Sueur in a long-boat, and, 
in a few days, arrived at the Fort of Biloxi, where we found M. 
D’ IBERVILLE, who had returned within a few days, and was yet 
busily engaged in discharging his ships. 

M. p’I[BervILLE having loaded two long-boats with provi- 
sions, and taken thirty men and a pilot with him, we went to 
make the soundings around Massacre Island ( Dauphine), upon the 
report made to him by M. pe Savuvot, that a good anchorage 
for ships had been found there, near to which is another small 
island, and protection sufficient for thirty ships. The pass and 
all its environs were found to be good. From Massacre Island, 


we sailed to a bay about five leagues wide, and not more than 


two leagues distant; we entered it, and, at nine leagues distance, 


found a river, which discharges its waters to the left. Having 
ascended this river one league, we found another confluent. 
To the first, we gave the name of St. Martin, to the second, 
Boutin. ‘Twelve leagues higher up, we came to a settlement of 
Indians, called Adobilians. They were in no way astonished at 


seeing us, because they were already acquainted with our estab- 
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lishment at Biloxi. They desired to sing the calumet of peace 1701. 
to M. p’IBERVILLE, but he told them he had not time at present 
to remain. He made them some presents, and, on the morrow, 
descended the Adodile River. He took with him one of their 
chiefs, to point out to him an elevated piece of ground six 
leagues below their village, on the right bank of the river, where 
he desired to construct a fort, to be occupied by the French. 
We then descended the river to the bay, to return to our fort. 
Two leagues from Mobile River, we came to Dog River, one 
league lower down, to Deer River, and, two leagues from the 
latter, we came to Chicken River. We then took a direct 
course for Biloxt, where sickness had begun to be frequent, by 
reason of the heat of the summer, which caused M. p’IBeEr- | 
Fe eee 
VILLE to hasten the construction of the fort at Afobile. After 
this, he set out again for France, accompanied by M. Le Sueur, 
the geologist. The ore we brought with us from the mines 
was placed on board the ships, for the purpose of being assayed 
in France, but we never afterwards heard what became of it. 

After the departure of M. p’IBervitie, M. pe BorsBrRiaAnT 
took with him sixty men, and went to AZbile to build the fort, 
in the place marked out by M. p’IBERVILLE before he sailed. 
It was, at this time, that M. pe SauvoL, the commander of the 
fort at Biloxi, fell sick, and died on the 22d of August, 1701. 
M. pE BrENvILLE, who was at the fort on the Adississippi wita * 
M. Sr. Denis, on hearing of his death, immediately descended 
the river to the sea, and took command of the fort. Having 


observed that the cause of the sickness was, in a great measure, 


2 aS eee noe eee 


owing to the want of water, he hastened to have all the muni- 
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tions of war and merchandize transported to the fort of AdLsbile, 
where M. pe Botssritant had already made the necessary 
constructions for their reception and security. M. pe Bren- 
VILLE now went to Adobile to perfect the works at the fort, 
and the residences for the Inhabitants. This fort was three 
hundred and sixty feet square, with a battery of six pieces 


of cannon at each of the four corners, each advancing in the 


- centre, in a semi-circle. Within were four buildings, situated 


about fifteen feet within the curtains, and afterwards appropri- 
ated for a chapel, governor’s house, and officers’ quarters. The 
barracks for the soldiers were built outside of the fort, one 
hundred and fifty paces from the fort, on the banks of Adobile 


River. 
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N the 18th of March, 1702, M. p’I[BErR- 
VILLE arrived in Louisiana, and anchored 
in the roadstead, at Massacre Island. 


He visited, soon after, Fort Louis de 





la Mobile, which he found in excellent 
condition. From this place he sent laborers to Massacre Island, 
for the purpose of constructing the magazines destined to receive 
the merchandize which he had brought with him tn the two ships 
from France, and also barracks for the soldiers, who were to 
guard the merchandize. He returned a few days after, and 
changed the name of Massacre to Dauphine Island,* and the 
island of Surgéres to Ship Island, because we found there the 
best shelter for our ships on our arrival in this country. A fort 
was afterwards built on this island, with barracks for troops. 
He returned again to Fort Louis de la Mobile, where he fitted out 
several detachments, to send up the river in search of the native 
chiefs of the surrounding country. We took some of the W- 


bilians as guides, who conducted a portion of our men among the 





* In compliment to the eldest son of the King of France. 


1702. 
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Alibamons, a nation dwelling on the borders of Carolina, and the 


~ rest to the Choctaws and Chicasaws, whose habitations are upon 


the confines of the Z//inais. On the 25th, the chiefs of those 
nations, together with those of other tribes dwelling in the 
vicinity of the Adsbilians, the Thomez, and the Forks (Gens des 
Fourches), all came together to our fort, to make a treaty of 
peace, and chanted the ca/umet of peace to M. vE BIENVILLE, 
who distributed presents among them, before sending them 
away. Atthe same time, he gave them an invitation, through 
an interpreter, to visit the fort freely, and trade with the French 
for provisions and merchandize, to which they replied, it would 
give them pleasure to do so. 

In the meantime, M. p’ IBERVILLE had sent a gun-boat, laden 
with provisions and munitions of war, to M. pe Sr. DENIs, 
commanding the fort on the AM@ississippz river. M. D’ERAQUE 
arrived there from Fort ? Huillier, with twelve Frenchmen, and, 
a few days after, upon the return of the gun-boat, he came 
to Fort Louis de la Mobile, where he found M. p’IBERVILLE, 
whom he saluted, and reported that M. Le Sueur, at his depar- 
ture, left him at the fort, and had promised to send him 
provisions and ammunition; but, having waited a long time 
without receiving any news from him, he had been attacked by 


the nations of the A/ascoutins and Foxes,* who had killed three 


* The Mascoutins, called, by the Hurons, Assistagueronons, means the Fire Nation. 
In the earliest accounts of the Jesuits, they are described as the dominant tribe around 
Lake Michigan, and were constantly at war with the Ortawas, and other Western 
tribes. In 1712, a band of them moved eastward, and settled on the Wabash, and 
another on St. Foseph’s River, and, still later, on Rock River. Most every writer, 


from CHAMPLIN to ScnootcrarT, has described them as a brave and powerful nation. 
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of his men, who were at work in the woods a short distance 
from the fort. These Indians afterwards retired, and, having 
no powder or shot to defend himself, he thought it most pru- 
dent to embark the merchandize remaining on hand, abandon 
the fort, and descend the river with his men. That he had met 
with M. JucHEREAU DE Sr. Dents, of Adontreal, Canada, with 
thirty-five men, whom he was conducting to the river Wabash, 
for the purpose of establishing a tannery, who descended with 
him, as far as the ///imo1s, where he met with the canoe sent 
by M. pe BrenviLie, and that it was in this canoe he had 
arrived at the establishment of M. pe Sr. Dents, on the morn- 
ing of the arrival of the gun-boat; and, having heard of the 
arrival of M. p’IBERvILLE, he profited by the occurrence to 
return in the gun-boat, to offer him his salutations and services. 
M. p’IBERVILLE gave him a cordial reception, and engaged him 
to remain at Afodbile. After this, he went over to visit Dauphine 
Island, and examine the works and stores erected there for the 
purpose of receiving his merchandize. He also visited the 
soldiers’ barracks. 

At the same period the Spaniards built a fort, which they 
named Pensacola de Galvez, twelve leagues from Dauphine Island, 


and, upon the main-land, thirty leagues east of Mobile. As we 





The- Foxes (Outagamis), who call themselves Musguesies, and the French, Les 
Remards, are also described as a brave people, who were constantly at war with other 
Indian nations. Their history, manners, and customs, have been written by the 
Jrsuit Fathers. A mission was established among them by Father Attouez, but 
without success, as they were opposed to Christian doctrine. The Foxes spoke the 
tame language as the Kikkapoes. See Gartatin’s Synopsis, in Vol. 1 of “ Archzol- 
via Americana,” Keatine’s “ Expedition to St. Peter’s River,” Vol. 1, pp. 450-9, 


and “ Reise des Prinzen Maximilien de Wiede,” Vol. 1, p. 522, ef seg. 
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were at peace with them, and they were upon their own ground, 
we did not deem it proper to oppose them; but we will see, in 
the sequel, that this fort was the germ of a contention between 
us, that lasted two years. Having given all necessary orders, 
and bade adieu to his officers, M. p’IBERVILLE again took his 
departure for France in the month of June. 

A few days after he had left, M. pe Tonty, governor among 
the //linots, came to Mobile with the Canadian merchants, think- 
ing to find M. p’IperviLie there. He saluted M. pe Bren- 
VILLE, our governor, with whom he remained a long time. 

About this time, five of our Frenchmen desired permis- 
sion from M. pe BIENVILLE to go and trade among the //i- 
bamons, in order to procure poultry and other provisions, of 
which we stood in need. ‘They took occasion to set out with 
ten of that nation who had been trading at the fort, and wished 
to return home. On the journey, they stopped at a village 
about five leagues from our fort, where were assembled three 
different nations, who were engaged in celebrating their feasts ; 
these were the Mobilians, the Thomez, and the Naniabas. They 
have no temple, but they have a cabin in which they perform 
their incantations and juggleries, which they designate, in their 
language, an invocation to their Great Spirit. 

In the beginning of September, they celebrate a feast, which 
has a considerable resemblance to that of the ancient Lacede- 
monians. Upon that day, they whip their children until their 
backs are covered with blood. The whole village then assem- 
ble in their public square. All the children, male and female, 


are compelled to be present, even those of the most tender age; 
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and, if the child is sick and unable to be present, the mother is 
whipped in its stead. When this ceremony is concluded, they 
dance all night. The chiefs and old men then deliver an exhor- 
tation to those whipped, telling them, that this is done to teach 
them how to support and sustain the misfortunes which may 
happen to them, should they fall into the hands of their enemies, 
and to learn them to become good warriors, and to utter no cry, 
nor even shed a tear when in the midst of the fire into which 
they may be cast. 

Our five Frenchmen, after having witnessed this feast, pur- 
sued their route with the ten “/:bamons until they had approached 
within ten leagues of their village. The Indians requested the 
French to remain there until they had notified their chief, and 
that they would return on the morrow. But, whilst they 
remained there, the savages came stealthily during the night, 
seized their arms, and killed four of them. The fifth escaped, 
threw himself into the river, and, while swimming, he was 
wounded in the shoulder by the blow of a hatchet. After some 
days he reached the fort, having bound up his wound with the 
gum exuding from the pine trees. It was this circumstance 
that gave rise to the war between us and the Alibamons, which 
continued seven years. ” 

M. pe Bienvitte immediately notified the neighboring 
nations, the Aobilians, the Thomez, the tribes of the Forés, the 
Chactaws, and others, of this treacherous affair, who came to 
join us to the number of eighteen hundred warriors. On our 
side, we had seventy Frenchmen fit to bear arms. Our officers 


were M. M. pe Brenvitie, St. Denis, and pe Tonrty, an 
i. 
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ancient captain from Canada. The Mobilians served us as 
guides. It was in the beginning of September that we all set 
out together on the march against the 4/bamons, but the greater 
portion of the Indians deserted us at the end of four or five 
days. They were the friends and allies of the /:bamons,* 
against whom they were leading us to war. 

M. pe BIENVILLE, on seeing the desertion of the Indians, 
returned to our fort, and ordered the construction of ten canoes, 
which, as soon as completed, we received orders to embark in 
them, both officers and men, placing himself at the head of the 
expedition. We took our departure, secretly, at night, in order 
to conceal our numbers from the Indians. At the end of a few 
days’ journey, we arrived ten leagues from the village of the 


Alibamons, near the spot where our four Frenchmen had been 


‘killed. We saw their fires upon the river, an@, at about double 


musket-shot distance from this fire, were fourteen canoes, 
manned by the Aibamons, who were out hunting with their 
families. “Towards evening, we ascended the river, and landed 
on the opposite side. When their fires were extinguished, and 
they were asleep, M. pE BIENVILLE made us advance into the 
woods by a very bad road, keeping up a steady fire. But we 
could not see where to direct our aim. -I do not know that we 
killed any of them. We remained masters of their cabins until 
day-break, when we set fire to them, after taking whatever mer- 


chandize we found there, which, together with their canoes, we 








* Mitneipates, Vol. 1, pp. 292-305; Barsi’s “ Atlas Ethnographique,” Tab. 41, 
No. 789. The Alobilians occupied the territory near the mouth of Mobile River, 


and north of the /palachians. De Soto tound them a formidable enemy. 
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srought to our fort at Mobile, where, upon our return, we found 1702. 





s chief of the Chickasaws, who was waiting for M. pe Bien- 
yinLE, to obtain from him a French lad, whom he desired to 
take with him to his village, to instruct in the language of 
his nation. M. pe BrenviLtLe gave him little Str. MicHet, 
aged fourteen years, a son of M. Sr. Micuet, captain of the 
port of Rochefort. He took this boy with him to the nation, 
rogether with the presents made to him. 

A short time after the return of M. St. Denis to the fort 
established on the AdZississippi, he sent word to M. bE Bren- 
vILLE that the Bayagoulas had been defeated in battle by the 
Tensas, who had burned their villages, and that such of the 
Bayagoulas as had escaped the disaster, had taken refuge near his 
tort, where he had given them a place for the purpose of erect- 


ing their cabins. 
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N January, 1703, M. JucHEREAU DE St. 

Dents* transmitted a letter to his cousin, 
"| M. pe BrenviLve, in which he informed 
him, that M. pe St. Come, a mission- 
ary priest, on his way from Canada, with 
three Frenchmen, had stopped at Natchez to visit that establish- 
ment, and, in descending the river, they landed for the night; 
and, whilst encamped, were attacked by a party of eighty Cheti- 
machas Indians, who had come to the Bayagoulas village to make 


war upon them, but, becoming enraged at not finding them, 


they fell upon M. pe St. Come and his three companions whilst — 








* M. Jucuereau ve Sr. Denis, a native of Canada, was the uncle of Madame 
pD’IBERVILLE, and came to Louisiana in the frigate Rénommee commanded by M. 
p'IpeRvILLE in the beginning of the year 1700. He passed several years in making 
expeditions up and down the Mississippi, and very quickly acquired a general knowl- 
edge of several Indian languages, so as to be acknowledged their grand chief; and, 
being a gentleman of education, courage, and prudence, he was employed in several 
expeditions to Mexico, and in making with that government a treaty of commerce. 
He afterwards returned to Louisiana, and was employed by M. pe Brenvitie in con- 
ducting several expeditions against the Indians. He returned to Afodile in 1719, and 
conducted an expedition against Pensacola, for which he ‘was knighted. On the 


retirement of M. pe Brenvitte to France, in 1726, M. pe St. Denis returned to 
Montreal (Canada), where he died. 
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they were asleep, and assassinated them, and, that a small slave, 
who was with them, had escaped, and given him information 
of the event. M. pe St. Denis added, that the death of 
those Frenchmen must be avenged. , 

In reply, M. pe BrenviLe ordered him to come immediately 
to A/sbile, and hold a council of war upon the subject. It was 
also resolved to notify the neighboring nations, the Oumas, 
Chasuachas,* and Bayagoulas, who were living around the French 
settlement on the AZississippi, to meet M. pe St. Denis. A 
tew days after, he assembled two hundred Indian warriors, to 
whom he added ten Frenchmen, and twenty canoes, with provi- 
sions and ammunition. This party went up the Adssissippi to 
the entrance of the Chetimachas River (Bayou Lafourche), and, 
during the night, arrived within three. leagues of their village. 
The Chasuachas, who acted as guides, and were well acquainted 
with the country, made us keep concealed in this place during 
the day; and, when night approached, he sent two Indians and 
4 Frenchman to reconnoitre their village. They returned. to 
camp about midnight, and reported they had discovered it upon 
the borders of a lake, filled with Chetimachas, who had collected 
there, for the purpose of fishing. We took up our march in 
silence, and, arriving near their cabins, laid down flat on our 
‘aces until day-break, At daylight, we gave the war-whoop (/e 
‘1! de mort), which greatly astonished them, who, in endeavoring 


tv find out the cause of their alarm, was fired upon by us, and 





* The Chaouachas ( Tchacuachas) and Ouachas lived on the west side of the Missis- 
ff', below the English Turn; and the Baya-Ogoulas above the fork, on the west side, 


“*enty-tive leagues above New Orleans. 
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fifteen of their number killed. We also captured about forty 
prisoners, men, women, and children. Among the prisoners 
was one we recognized as one of the murderers of M. ve Sr. 
Come and his companions, whom we ironed, and brought to 
Mobile. M. ve BIENVILLE ordered him to be placed upon a 
wooden horse, and his brains beaten out with clubs. His scalp 
was cut off, and his body thrown into the river. He after- 
wards sent notice to all the nations who were in alliance with 
us, to make war upon the Chetimachas. “Twenty chiefs of the 
Chickasaw (Tchikasas) nation came to the fort to confer with 
M. pe BreNvILLE upon making peace with the Choctaws ( Tchac- 
tas), with whom they had been for a long time at war. They 
were obliged to make a wide circuit to the fort, so as to avoid 
meeting the Choctaws. M. pe BIENVILLE consented to mediate 
for them, and sent M. pe Boissriant, with twenty-five men 
as a guard, to the Choctaw nation, who, after a few days con- 
sideration, agreed to make peace, and, at the same time, 
promised to become the friends of the French. Escorted by 
the Choctaws, M. pk BotsBrtant returned to Adsbile, satisfied 
that he had secured the friendship of one of the most powerful 


Indian nations of the South.* About the same time, M. DE 





* The Chickasaws and Choctaws, according to tradition, were driven out of Mexico, 
and finally settled in the wilderness east of the Mississippi river. The Chicka- 
saws claimed all of the territory within the present States of Tennessee and Kentucky, 
and were among the most cruel and haughty among the Southern Indians. They 
exercised an unwonted influence over the Choctaws, Natchez, and other tribes. They 
numbered about forty villages, and were the constant terror of the French woyageurs 
upon the Tennessee and Mississippi rivers. They defeated Hernando DE Soto, 
D'ARTAGUETTE, and DE BieNnviLce, in several pitched battles. 


The Chocktaws, at the time the French visited Louisiana, were still a powerful 
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HiENVILLE sent messsengers to the river AZadeline (Bayou Teche), 
to find out what nations inhabited that part of Louisiana, They 
returned, and reported they had found seven different nations, 
among whom was one called the Attakapas, or man-eaters. 
On the 22d of February, M. p—E BecquancourtT arrived from 
l'era Cruz with provisions, and reported that M. p’ALBu- 
QUERQUE, Viceroy of Mexico, had received orders from the 
King of Spain to permit the French to enter his ports to pur- 
chase provisions. On the 15th of August, the Chevalier DE 
Perrot arrived at Adobile, with provisions for the garrison, and 
seventeen passengers, among whom was M. pE CHATEAUGUAY, 
the brother of M. pE BienvitteE. On the 22d of December, 
M. pe BIENVILLE set out from Fort Louis de la Mobile with 
several hundred men and Indians, to punish the A/:bamons, who 


had murdered three Frenchmen. 





nation, numbering, probably, fifteen or twenty thousand warriors. They successively 
raterminated the Chochumas, Yasous, Tunicas, and several smaller tribes. They had 
some idea of a supreme being, but the French missionaries never succeeded in convert- 
‘ng them to Christianity. These once powerful and warlike nations have now almost 
tsappeared from Mississippi, Kentucky, Tennessee, and Louisiana, having sold out 
their extensive territories, and emigrated to the Indian territory west of the 4rkansas, 
“bere they are rapidly advancing in the arts of civilization. The Choctaws, west of 
Arkansas, now number (1868) about sixteen thousand, and the Chickasaws about six 
thousand, men. They have a republican constitution, a legislature, a judicial system, 
*hwol-houses and churches, and have already produced great orators. There is 
* close afhnity between the Chickasaws and Choctaws in their physical appearance, 
‘heir language, traditions, and laws. 

The Rev, Cyrus ByInGToN wrote, some years ago, a grammar of the Choctaw lan- 
g=age; B. Situ Barton, a comparative vocabulary of the Chickasaw, Conchac, and 
Wéslian languages; A. GALLATIN, a synopsis of fifty-three Indian languages, published 
‘2 the second volume of “ Archewologia Americana ;” A, WriGut, a Choctazv vocabu- 
‘wy; and B., Hawxtns, a vocabulary of the Chickasaw, Creek, Cherokee, and Choctaw 
**e4ages, now in manuscript, and deposited in the library of the American Philoso- 
phical Society, Philadelphia, 
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At the expiration of ten days, we set out on our journey to 
the Oumas (Houmas), thirty leagues from Baton Rouge, where 
we met with a welcome reception; and, from the Oumas we 
paid a visit to the Natchez, one of the most polite and affable 
nations on the Adississippi. We reached there in three days 
from the Oumas, and were received with every possible manifes- 
tation of friendship and pleasure. Both the young and old made 
it an occasion for feasting and dancing. 

The Natchez inhabit one of the most beautiful countries in 
Louisiana. It lies about a league back from the banks of the 
Mississippi, and is embellished with magnificent natural scenery, 
traversed with hills, covered with a splendid growth of odorifer- 
ous trees and plants, and watered with cool and limpid streams. 
After irrigating the plains, they unite in two branches, which 
encircle the villages,* and, finally, form a small river (Sz. Cath- 


erine), which flows over a gravelly bottom; and, after meander- 


ing two leagues through a beautiful and undulating country, falls 


into the Adississippz. One of the French missionaries, Father 
Francois JotreT DE Monticny, visited the Natchez, to teach 
them the Catholic religion; but, being unable to make any 
converts, he afterwards returned to Quebec. 

All the pleasures of refined society are observed by the great 
nobles. ‘They have none of the rude manners of the surround- 
ing nations, and possess all the comforts of life. “This nation 


is composed of thirty villages, but the one we visited was the 


—— — 








* Terre Blanche, or the great white apple village, was situated about one league 
from the banks of the Mississippi, on what is called Second Creek, and where the 
Great Chief, beneath bowers rivalling those of Arcadia, held his councils with the 


surrounding nations, and built a fort, defended by parapets and ditches. 
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largest, because it contained the dwelling of the Great Chief, 
whom they called the Suz, which means noble. The men and 
women are well made, and appropriately clothed. The women— 
among whom are many very beautiful—dress in white linen 
robes, which extend from their shoulders to their ankles, sim- 
lar in make to the Adrienne, worn by French ladies. They 
manufacture it from a species of plant,* and from the inner 
bark of the young mulberry tree, after the following manner : 
They place the bark in water, and let it soak during the space of 
eight days, after which they dry it well in the sun, and then 
beat it until it is reduced to flax; they afterwards wash it three 
or four times in lye-water, until it becomes perfectly white. 
Finally, it is spun and wove ingeniously into cloth, and manu- 
factured into clothing. 

The men clothe themselves in deer-skins, from which they 
make a kind of skirt, or jacket, descending to their knees, 
and from thence to their ankles; they wear leggings. Their 
language is softer and better modulated than their neighbors. 
The dress of the girls is different from that of the women, for 
they are only clad with a species of skirt, fastened around the 
waist, after the manner of our French women, who only wear 


petticoats. The skirts worn by the girls are sewed with fine, white 





* Probably the acnida cannabina (wild hemp), or the Jinum virginianum (wild 
ax), which grow luxuriantly in Mississippi, from which they spun their thread. They 
wove sashes, belts, garters, and shot-pouches, decorated with beautiful stripes and 
‘hecker-work, Some of their manufactures were made in large pieces, on which 
‘sey would ingeniously paint, or interweave, figures of birds, animals, and plants, and 
“tmament the borders with the feathers of the paroquets and flamingoes, showing 


their descent from the Mexican (Aztec) race. 
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thread, and only cover their nakedness from their waist down 


. to their knees. They are fastened with two strings, with tassels 


at the end of each. The front is ornamented with fringe. 
This garment is worn by the girls until the period of nubility, 
when they assume the women’s garment. They are very 
courteous and obliging, and fond of the French. It was really 
charming to us to behold them dancing at their feasts, arrayed 
in their beautiful and highly ornamented skirts, and the women 
in their neat, white robes. Their heads are enveloped in 
long, black hair, which fall gracefully around to their waists, 
and, in many instances, down to their ankles. 

Their dances are very graceful. The men dance with the 
women, and the girls with the boys. “The quadrilles are always 
composed of twenty or thirty persons, with an equal number of 
boys and girls. It is not permitted to a married man to dance 
with a girl, nor a boy with a married woman. After having 
lighted two large torches, cut from some old pine tree, one is 
placed near the cabin of the chief, and the other on the opposite 
side of the great square, when, towards sun-down, the master 
of ceremonies enters, followed by thirty couple, in regular order, 


who commence the dance at the tap of the drum, and the sound 


of the voices of the spectators. Each dances, in turn, until 


midnight, when the married men and women retire, and give 


place to the young people, who keep up the dance until morn- 


ing. This dance has a considerable resemblance to our French 
cotillion, with this difference, that, when a youth has danced 
with the girl at his side, he is permitted to conduct her without 


the village, into one of the groves on the prairie, where he 
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whispers sweet tales of love, till each grow wearied, they then 1704. 
return to the village, and continue dancing until daylight. 

When an agreement is entered into between two young people, © 
they go together into the woods, and, while the young man is 
hunting, the young woman constructs a cabin from the boughs 
and limbs of trees and foliage, and kindles a fire close by. If 
the young man has killed, in the chase, a buffalo, or deer, he 
brings one quarter to the cabin, and afterward they live together 
for the remainder of life. They roast a piece, which they 
eat for supper, and, upon the morrow, carry the rest to the 
house of the girl’s father and mother in the village, notifying 
them of their intention, and, at the same time, dividing with 
them their game. After they dine together, the husband takes 
his wife to his own cabin, and, from that time, she is prohibited 
from mingling in the dance with the boys and girls, or having 
intercourse with any other than her husband. She is obliged 
to work within doors, and her husband may repudiate her if he 
thinks her unfaithful, unless she has presented him with a child. 

The Great Chief orders the feasts, which usually continue 
eight or ten days. They generally take place when the chief 
is in want of any provisions, or merchandize, such as flour, 
bacon, beans, and other things, which are brought and placed at 
the door of his cabin, upon the last day of the feast. He has 
jurisdiction over all the villages, and sends his orders to 
them by two messengers, whom he calls Ouchil-tichou. The 
house of the Great Chief is of great extent, and can hold as 


many as four thousand persons, over whom his power Is as 





absolute as a king. The people are not allowed to approach 
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him too closely, and must not address him nearer than four 
paces. His bed is on the right side of his cabin, composed ot 
mats of very fine canes, across which Is placed a bolster of 
feathers. The skins of deer are used for covering it in summer, 
and those of the bear and buffalo in winter. His wife is the 
only person who has the right to eat and sleep with him. 

When he arises from his bed, his relatives approach, and, with 
uplifted arms, utter frightful cries; but he does not even deign 
to notice them. The Great Chief of a noble family can only 
marry with a woman of plebeian race; but the children born of 
this union, whether boys or girls, are noble. 

It happened, during our visit, that the Great Female Sun died, 
and we were witnesses of her funeral obsequies, which were of 
the most tragical character that can be imagined. She was the 
Great Sun in her own right, and, being dead, her husband, who 
was not of the noble family, was strangled by her eldest son, so 
that he might bear her company to the great village whither she 
had gone. On the outside of the cabin, where she died, they 
placed all her effects, on a sort of bier, or triumphal car, upon 
which was placed her body, as well as that of her husband. 
Afterwards, they brought and placed twelve small children on 
it, whom they had strangled. These children were brought by 
their fathers and mothers, by the order of the eldest son of the 
Great Female Sun, who had the right, as her successor, and, as 
Great Chief, to put to death as many persons as he pleased, to 
honor the funeral of his mother. Fourteen other scaffolds were 
afterwards erected, and decorated with branches of trees, and 


paintings upon pieces of linen. On each scaffold they placed 
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one of those they had strangled, to accompany the deceased to 
the other world, and these were surrounded by their relatives, 
dressed in fine, white robes. They then formed a procession, 
and marched to the great square in front of the Great Temple, 
and commenced to dance. At the end of four days, they began 
the ceremony of the march of death. The fathers and mothers 
of the strangled children holding them up in their arms. The 
cldest of these unfortunate children did not appear to be over 
three years of age. The fourteen other victims destined to be 
strangled, were also marched in front of the Great Temple. 

‘The chiefs and relatives of those who were strangled, with 
their hair cut off, began their frightful howlings, while those who 
were destined to die, kept on dancing and marching around 
the cabin of the deceased, two by two, until it was set on 
nre. The fathers, who carried their strangled children in their 
arms, marched four paces apart from each other, and, at the dis- 
tance of about ten paces, threw them upon the ground before 
the Great Temple, and commenced dancing around them, When 
they deposited the body of the Great Female Sun in the tem- 
ple, the fourteen victims, who stood before the door of the 
temple, were undressed, and, while seated on the ground, a cord, 
with a noose, was passed around the necks of each, and a deer- 
skin thrown over their heads. The relatives of the deceased 
then stood to the right and left of each victim, taking hold of the 
ends of the cord around their necks, and, at a given signal, they 


pulled it until their victim was dead.* The bones of the 





* This custom of putting persons to death at the funeral of the Great Sun, or Chief, 


‘ ¢esenbed by the historian of Dr Soto's expedition in Florida. 


1704. 


ee 





eavit ator soil et bsbavor wi otow” % —_ m bh 
oe ; 
ares 


eolzee2erg «| om} aad "2 























| . 
“aT 2 emf ~ 


iy 





alow ‘PY yenDiad } to Joo: 4 sib SD masng se alt ine buy 

7 4 “y oe 
ee 7 . Reged yods ,aveb sug Yolbas oft 3A. .soneh 03 hoon MOD bi 
| 19I0m bis zvadzet od TT  ulsesh Yo down sds Yo roomy a 


Fis 2 ’ i. 7S atest eae 
: : 9 fi UW moog aint lord Nsw bolysasza od 1 to 
7 J = al 
7 it) nd | 
Be _f Sl = sak sade % - 
MVC 3 SIIWNRD Benuliolnw 92371) 1 Jz 
4 + 
Riis i ; 
i ; ] as | di 2 - —h fT ' _— 
- , i } ‘ Mi ‘ 
SRG Db te? S67 (Ol) TH OSGOIISA O81 


719 Ww bolo ee 
d3iw -balon 'w ow se0n? to esvitelot bas eeids adT 










; F : e ale » 7 ie fie : =" .. 

OW %200)3 Di ex VO i193 roti rset iif fI0 ¢ftO Tuo Beit = : 

i, * ne {. ae — 7 a5 

onuoIs gridaiem bhns goioush ae sot wih 

- ' ry e 
J :¥ ay r VJ ‘a ) 
‘ i. Fi 
od e vs : >i ; bi¢) d - lh r #4 shct38 podtoramn «2am - 
| * oo . ? 1 
‘ ny WOU .2s0Eq 199 svodsa Yo gan 3] 
: 7 f inh | 2HoTMOD brie she ws thy D2 7 
5 EO ; 5 fy i fl tod wo 
te mead a ——  « 
fly a 2 slidw bow bseesitbay | s19w ales a. 
oie Beraq gow .Se0on as i ) 
ry e aad att fe Er arr a dbo t bi } 
‘ iA ei oe ee MOD iv vo awot » me LY a 
‘7 r ‘. ; Datos > te) J. i” oe He - 7. i My M 7 
; if : etl “1¥ G89 TO 178) Dan we 01 boots 9 , 
. . 5 cade ? 
v } 17905 buried: b109 oth 1 a a . 
hie - ne 1 bia u : 
; L pes OTe : Bou MILI OTV tiga saeadl 
— ; al 
5 <\"" : e3ea 3 ; Sn? r +’ om? Fe fyasb 0) enexrsy yoittog wi pres 


2 


&hnelt nl matsitegas sored nl Bo innit i A sid 


1704. 


94 HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS OF 


victims who had been strangled were afterwards deprived of 
their flesh, and, when dried, were put into baskets, and placed 
in the temple, considering it an honor and special privilege to 
have been sacrificed, and placed there with the Great Female 
Sun. This barbarous custom of sacrificing their children to the 
Suns was kept up, in spite of the efforts of the French mission- 
aries to put a stop to it, except that they afterwards obtained 
their consent to have them baptized before they were strangled. 
The female posterity of edie rand always enjoy the privileges 
of their rank. The male and female of the Sums (nobility) never 
intermarry. Their nobility is different from that in Europe; for, 
with us, in France, the more ancient it is, the more respect it 
commands; but here it ceases at the seventh generation. hey 
make it hereditary only in the female line. Their form of 
government is despotic. The whoie nation is divided into 
nobles and common people, called stinkards (miché-miché quipy). 
They each have a language peculiar to themselves—that of the 
nobles being much purer and more copious.* The Great Sun is 
absolute master of the lives and property of the whole nation. 
The houses of the Sus are built upon mounds, and are distin- 
guished from each other by their size. The mound upon 
which the house of the Great Chief, or Sun, is built, is larger 


than the rest, and the sides of it steeper.f 





* There is no vocabulary of this remarkable people in existence, and not more than 
a dozen words have been noted by European visitors in their accounts of them. 

¢ The Portuguese GeNTLEMAN oF Etvas, who wrote the history of thee xpedition 
of De Soro in Florida, describes the houses of the chiefs, likewise built upon mounds 
of ditterent heights, according to their rank, with portiéoes to their doors, and their 
villages fortitied with palisades, or walls of earth, with gateways to go in and out. See 


First Series of the “ Historical Collections of Louisiana,” Vol. 1, pp. 113-220. 
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The temple in the village of the Great Sun is about thirty 
feet high, and forty-eight in circumference, with the walls 
cight feet thick, and covered with a matting of canes, in which 
they keep up a perpetual fire. The wood used is of oak, or 
hickory, stripped of its bark, and eight feet in length. Guards are 
appointed, alternately, to watch the temple, and keep up the 
sacred fire; and if, by accident, the fire should go out, they 
break the heads of the guards with the wooden clubs they keep in 
the temple. At each new moon, an offering of bread and flour 
is made, which is for the use of those who guard it. Every 
morning and evening, the Great Sun and his wife enter it, to 
worship their idols of wood and stone. 

The time allowed us by M. pe BrEnvILLe to return to the 
fort having now expired, we thanked the Natchez for their kind 
treatment, and bade them farewell. They filled our canoes with 
an abundance of provisions for our voyage down the river, and 
begged us to return again as soon as we could. The first day 
after our departure from their beautiful country, we encamped at 
Baton Rouge. We stopped, occasionally, to pay visits to the 
nations, and reached the fort in the beginning of May, where we 
found the ship Pelican, of fifty guns, commanded by M. Dv- 
COUDRAY DE GuIMONT, with provisions for the colony, which 
had arrived some days before from France. He also brought 
M. pe ta VENTE, a missionary, four “priests, ‘two erey nuns, 
and twenty-three girls, the first that had come to Louisiana. 
They were very modest and virtuous, and soon found husbands. 
They were under the care of a priest, named Father Huet, who 


femained in Lousiana to instruct the Indians in the Catholic 
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. the colony, and M. Ducoupray having lost a number of his 
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faith. A great deal of sickness prevailed during the summer in 


men, was compelled to select thirty men from the colonists to 
navigate his ship back to France, with dispatches for the French 
Government. 

On the 27th of October, 1704, a sailing boat arrived from 
Pensacola, with news from the Spaniards, that a great fire had 
destroyed part of the town, with a request that M. bE BIENVILLE 
would send a vessel to Vera Cruz, to inform the Viceroy of 
it. On the 11th of December, a French brig arrived at Adsbile, 
with dispatches from Havana, informing M. pE BIEeNvVILLeE that 
an English armament was fitting out in Carolina to attack 
Mobile, and the settlement on the Adississippi.. About the same 
time, a deputation arrived from the Yonica (Tunica) nation, to 
solicit M. pE BrENVILLE to intercede with Father Davion, the 
missionary, to return to their village, which he had left on 
account of the death of Father FoucauLtT, who was massacred 
by the Coroas, a savage and cruel tribe, that lived near the 
Yasous. A few days after, M. pe Birenvitie wrote to M. DE 
St. Denis to abandon the fort on the AZississippi, and send all 


the munitions of war and merchandize to the fort at AZsbike. 
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N the 21st of January, 1705, M. DE 
CHATEAUGUE set sail, with dispatches 
to Vera Crux, for the Viceroy of Mex- 
ico; and, on the 1st of February, a mes- 


senger arrived at the fort, to inform 





M. pve Brenvitve that the Chickasaws 
had sold to the English, in slavery,* several Choctaw families, 
who had come to visit them; and that this treachery had 
caused a rupture between the two nations. 

On the rgth of October, a ship arrived from Havana, and 
reported that M. p’IBERVILLE had sailed from France, to make 
an attack on Jamaica, and subsequently sailed from one of the 
West India Islands, to make an attack on Charleston, in Caro- 
lina, and had died at sea of yellow fever. This melancholy 
news fell like a dark cloud over the colony, and destroyed, for 
awhile, all their hopes of receiving any further assistance from 


France, until a treaty of peace should be negotiated in Europe. 





* The English traders of Carolina had not only carried on a traffic in Indians 
sith the Southern tribes, for a number of years, to work their plantations, but had also 


‘"perted slaves from Africa. 
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On the 7th of January, 1706, Don Senor Guzman, Gov- 
ernor of Pensacola, came to pay a visit to M. pe BIENVILLE at 
the fort, where he remained four days, during which time he 
was feasted by the French; and, on his return to Pensacola, he 
ordered his aid-de-camp to distribute among the soldiers of the 
garrison a thousand dollars in presents, and requested M. pe 
BIENVILLE, as a favor, to set at liberty all the prisoners. About 
the same time, M. Bercrer, Grand Vicar of Quebec, arrived, 
and reported that M. St. Come, missionary, had been killed 
by the Chetimachas. In the beginning of March, the Pascagoulas 
declared war against the Ouachas, and, shortly after, all the 
Indian tribes assembled at the fort to make war upon the Cheti- 
machas for their cruelty and treachery. 

In February, 1707, M. pe Novant, uncle of M. bE BieEn- 
VILLE, and commander of the frigate Hag/e, arrived at AZsbile, 
with dispatches, and also provisions for the garrison. “This arrival 
was very timely, as every one had been living on the products 
of their hunting. He also brought with him two priests, M. pe 
LA VENTE and M. pe La Cuatss, ancient Vicar of St. “facques 
de la Boncherie, of Paris, and also a number of families for the 
concessions. On the 24th of November, M. ve Brenvitwe 
received news that Pensacola was invested by the English and 
Indians. He immediately set out with one hundred troops and 
four hundred Indians for Pensacola, and arrived there on the 
8th of December ; he found the seige raised, and the English and 
Indians had retreated. He returned to AZobile on the roth, 
and gave permission to several families to reside on Dauphine 


Island, where they built residences, and cultivated garden vege- 
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tables, which was a great convenience to ships arriving here 
trom France. 

On the 25th of February, 1708, M. pe BrenviL_e received 
dispatches from France, stating that he was superseded by M. 
pve Muys, as Governor, and that M. Drron D’ARTAGUETTE 
had been appointed Intendant Commissary of the colony, to suc- 
ceed M. DE LA SALLE; but, this news had hardly reached him, 
when he heard of the death of M. pe Muys, who had died in 
Havana, on his voyage to Louisiana.* On the arrival of M. 
p’ARTAGUETTE at AM4obile, in the Rénommée, he reviewed the 
soldiers and officers of the garrison, and asked them if they 
were satished with the country, to which they replied they 
were highly pleased with it, and assured him the soil and climate 
was admirably adapted to agriculture, but that there were not 
enough of horses in the colony to work the plantations, when 
M. p’ARTAGUETTE promised to order more to be sent from 
France. This vessel sailed again early in April. Afterwards, 
M. M. pe Brenvitie and p’ARTAGUETTE took with them six- 
tcen men in a long-boat, to visit Lake Pontchartrain and the 
Mississippi. They stopped at Biloxi to visit M. pe Sr. Dents, 
who gave them a cordial reception. They afterwards proceeded 
to the Adis.issippt river, which they ascended, as far as the 
Cannes Brusles (Burnt Canes), to visit the concession made to 


the Marquis p’ARTAGUETTE. They found the borders of the 


* At this dark period of the colony, it consisted of only fourteen officers, of different 
¢tades, seventy-six soldiers, thirteen sailors, three priests, six mechanics, one Indian 
“terpreter, twenty-four laborers, twenty-eight women, twenty-five children, and 


“ghty Indian slaves ; the rest had been cut off by yellow fever. 
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river very agreeable, and made frequent landings, for the pur- 





pose of exploring the country. ‘They also found the soil every- 
where good, and extremely fertile. Having arrived at a place 
called /e Pointe aux Chénes (Live-Oak Point), they made a great 
hunt for deer and ducks. On their return to Mobile, they were 
informed that the Canadian French, living among the J/linais, 
at Cascaskias, were exciting them to war against the neighbor- 
ing tribes, and had made several prisoners, whom they sold to 
the English. Upon this information, M. M. p’ARTAGUETTE 
and DE BIENVILLE dispatched M. p’Eraque, and six men in 
a canoe, with letters to the Jesuit fathers, and presents to the 
Indian tribes, whom they advised to make peace among them- 
selves. When M. p’ERaqueE had delivered his letters, he gave 
orders to the Canadians to cease their hostilities against the In- 
dians, and not to excite them against each other. He afterwards 
addressed the Indians, and advised them to live in harmony with 
each other, at the same time making them presents. He then 
ascended the river as far up as the village of the Mlinoise-Couguias 
(Cahokias), to whom he also made presents, recommending 
peace, and, at the same time, forbid the French settlers to go 
among them. He then returned among the Jesuits and foreign 
missionaries, and informed them of the intention of M. M. pe 
BIENVILLE and D’ARTAGUETTE to visit them with the severest 
chastisement should the like occur again. From this place, he 
went up the A@issour: River, and exhorted the nations dwelling 
upon its banks to abstain from war, and, after distributing the 
usual presents among them, he returned to Adobile. 


About this time, two AZobil1ans, who had married in the Ai- 
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tamon nation, and who lived among them with their families, 
discovered that that nation was inimical to the AZobilians, as 
well as the French, and had made a league with the Cheraquis 
‘Cherokees),* the Aberkas, and the Conchaques, to wage war 
against the French and Afsbilians, and burn their villages around 
our fort. On receiving this information, M. M. pr BrenvitLe 
and p’ARTAGUETTE immediately set out at the head of a strong 
detachment, to attack them. They marched four says without 
seeing them, and, falling short of provisions, returned to the 


turt. Six weeks later, when our vigilance had considerably 


* In the early settlement of Louisiana, the Cherokees, then a powerful nation, lived 
tu the south and west of the Tennessee, called by them the Cherokee River, and extend- 
ing trom the head branches of the Tombigby to above the Hizwassee, east and south of 
the Estunary, and were divided into Ottare (Mountatn Cherokee), and Ayrate ( Cherokees 
:t the Valley), They were the neighbors of the Abeikas and Conchaques. 

The native land of the Cherokee was the most inviting and beautiful section of the 
United States, in regard to climate and productions. Inthe map of De Liste, 1712, 
ippended to the second volume, First Series, ‘* Historical Collections of Louisiana,” the 
fennessee River is called the Cheraguis. In like manner, the name of this nation also 
irsignated the mountains near them. The Currahece is only a corruption of Cherokee, 
and, in the maps and treaties where it is thus called, it means the mountains of the 
Cherokees, Of the martial spirit of this nation, there is abundant evidence to be found 
a the early history of the United States. They were constantly at war with the 
‘ontier tribes, and with the French and English, who were all the time encroaching 
-yon their territory. But, since their removal to the Indian territory west of the 
-trtansas, they are becoming more peaceful and civilized, and have made considerable 
pogress in literature and the useful arts. They have invented an alphabet, and print 
»4pers and books. They have schools and colleges, and a constitutional government, 
‘ws, and courts. They raise wheat, corn, cotton, and indigo, and manufacture cotton 
‘a4 woolen goods. They have large stocks of horses, mules, black cattle, swine, and 
‘Seep, which they carry on a considerable trade with the adjoining States. A great 
eatt ot the nation have adopted our mode of dress. The progress of their children in 
‘Ser schools and colleges has been as great as any other children—acquiring the 
ssuwledge of letters, arts, and sciences. Nature has given them the finest forms, 


‘*4 no man, who has had public business with them, can have a doubt of the high 


1708. 
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slackened, the Alibamons fell suddenly upon the village of the 
Mobilians, whom they did not altogether surprise, as M. M. pe 
BIENVILLE and D’ARTAGUETTE had recommended them to 
keep advanced guards some leagues distant from their village. 
The result of this precaution was, that when they approached 
with their allies, to the number of four thousand warriors, they 
only effected the destruction of a few cabins, about six leagues 


from us, and then retraced their steps in great haste. 


order of their intellect. It only requires the care of government to elevate them toa 


high standard of civilization, and protect them in their rights and property, out of 


which they have been, in the last two centuries, most shamefully swindled. 

The Cherokees universally believe in the being of a God. They also believe ina 
future state of reward and punishment. They call God the Great Spirit, and worship 
him with great reverence. They have no words in their language that they can combine 
to profane his holy name. The present (1868) population, west of Arkansas River, is 
about twenty thousand (20,000), and remnants, still residing in Tennessee, Georgia, 
and Alabama, three thousand (3,000). The library of the American Philosophical 
Society, Philadelphia, contain the following MSS. and books of their language, viz.: 
Vocabularies, by Judge Campsert and B. Hawkins; Cherokee numerals, by W. But- 
LER; specimens of the Cherokee newspapers (the “‘ Messenger” and ‘*Advocate”’) ; 
school-books and Bibles; a grammar, by JouN PickERING; GALLATIN’s Synopsis, in 
Vol. 11 of “Archeologio Americana ;” ‘“Mithridates,” Vol. 11, Part m1, pp. 292-305; 
Worcester’s and Picxerinc’s remarks on the principles of the Cherokee language; 
besides a great number of public documents, selections from the Scriptures, hymns, 


and other pieces, in the Cherokee language. 
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CHearirenV i4.: 


e ct ARLY in the spring of 1709, Fort Louis 





1709. 
de la Mobile,* and all the houses of the 


is 
oe 


inhabitants in the vicinity, were inun- 


dated by a rise of the river, and none 





escaped, except those that stood upon 
high ground. MM. pe BrENvILLE happened to be at the fort 
at this time, and, seeing this might frequently occur, resolved 
tomove the fort nearer the sea. He, accordingly, selected a place 
where the nation of the Chatotst were residing, and gave them, 


in exchange for it, a piece of territory fronting on Dog River, 


* This fort was built by the French, about twelve leagues above the present city of 
‘f4rle, on the west bank of the river, in 1702, and was, for a long time, the chief 
vettiement of the colony. It formed a good barrier, and served to protect the colony 
‘rom the attacks of the Choctaws, Chickasacus, and other Indian nations in Caro/ina. 
The French also built a fort (Toulouse), eighty leagues higher up, on the Tombeebé 

Timbigby) River, which served, also, to protect them from the incursions of the 
“terokees, Creeks, and other Indian nations. 

* The Chatot and Thomé tribes were allied to the Choctaws, and spoke the French 
swell as the Choctaw languages. They lived south of Fort Louis de la Mobile, and 
“ere instructed in the Roman Catholic faith. The French, in Louisiana, used the 
‘*stazu ( Tehactas) language for their communication with other Indian tribes. See 
fevoay pes Lozrere’s “ Voyage a la Louistane,” 1794, and Luici CasTiGLiont’s 


“ Vtargio negli Stati Uniti del ’ America,” etc., 1799. 
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1709. two leagues further down. He, afterwards, directed M. Pait- 
LOUX, aid-major, and several other officers, to proceed to mark 
out a place for a new fort and barracks, with ground sufficient 
for each family, to whom he gave lots of seventy-two feet front 
by one hundred and fifty feet in depth. He also gave the 
priests a square of ground for a Catholic church. Shortly after, 
M. ve La ViGNE VolIsIN, commander of a French frigate, 


arrived from St. Adalo, and anchored off Dauphine Island. He 


———————— 


came to AZsbile to ask M. DE BIENVILLE’s permission to build 

a fort and church on Dauphine Island, which was granted; and, 

| on his return to his ship, he commenced immediately to con- 

: struct a fort, with embrasures, which he mounted with cannon. 
He also erected a church on a hill overlooking the harbor, so 
that the crews of vessels arriving there could attend mass. 
These improvements had a most useful effect, in causing many 
of the colonists to cross over from the main-land to settle on the 
island; and, about this time, the Oumas also removed their chiet 
village to the banks of the Adississippi river. The works of the 
new fort,* in the meantime, progressed rapidly. 

1710. The scarcity of provisions had become so great, that M. DE 


~ B1iENVILLE, who had acted in the capacity of governor since the 


A 


death of M. pe Muys, informed the minister that he was 


compelled to scatter his men among the Indians for subsistence. 





=o" = ——__——— _ eee a 


* This fort was afterwards called Condé. It was reconstructed with brick, after the 
manner of V’auban, with bastions, half-moons, deep ditches, covered way, and glacis, 
with houses for the officers, and barracks for the soldiers, and was mounted with six- 
teen cannon. The remains of this fort, which have now been removed, were, for 
many years, an object of great interest to the antiquarian who would sometimes visit 


its ruins, as well as those of Biloxi, Dauphine, and Ship islands. 
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The new fort and barracks being now partly finished, M. pE 
BreNVILLE ofdered all the ammunition, cannon, and merchan- 
dize, to be sent to it, which had hardly been done when the 
frigate Rénommée, commanded by M. pe REMonVILLE,”* arrived 
at Dauphine Island, with reinforcements and provisions for the 
colony. M. Brionper, lieutenant of infantry, was ordered to 
go, with thirty soldiers, to live among the Choctaws; and, 
Ml. p—E Waticny, with twenty-five men, accompanied by 
cighteen Apalache Indians, to reside on Mobile Bay, near Fish 
River. This nation (the /palache), professed to be Roman 
Catholics, and had been living in Spanish territory. ‘Their 
village having been destroyed by the A/ibamons, they came to 
establish themselves among the Thome and Mobilians. The 
men and women go properly dressed to church. The men wear 
long coats, and the women dress in cloaks, and silk petticoats, 
after the fashion of the French; and wear their hair plaited in 
two tresses, after the Spanish fashion. When mass is con- 
cluded, the men, women, and children, return home, and 
disguise themselves, and pass the evening in dancing with the 
French, who go to visit them. They are very partial to the 


French, and speak both the French and Spanish languages. 








* Author of the “ Memoir Addressed to Count de Pontchartrain, on the Import- 
ence of Establishing a Colony in Louisiana.” See pp. 1-16 of this volume. 

* The Apalache Indians are described by the historian of HERNANDO DE SoTo’s 
epedition into Florida as a brave and numerous people, spread over the plains and 
“orasses to the south, and along the Gulf of Mexico. They appreciated their inde- 
pendence too much, and refused to become the slaves of Narvaez and De Soto. But 
‘ew words of their language are preserved. This nation resided, in former times, in 
the region of country between the Suwanee and Apalachicola rivers, from which they 


“tre finally driven out by the d/ibamons and Creeks, 


14 


1710. 





. ‘ 
_ < 
ie By 

.)\ 4 





7 at “a J | 
bne none nk adhiinwsrit ry fd tle be 


7 Be Pau y b 5 ‘ 7 
adit aiuitio snob need: ive b vf oie i on Ine 


i ae 































i, 


baving *.arst won ifaa Mi yd bs neinigion (se ny mR 
ads wt enoivivorg bre enderssielaie Ady nol swidqun 
92 —e | rrinstn? Yo saansiusil , isauost M 
dj gnome syil 0) 2t9ibloe yrds: pes 
vd beicnaqenn tT ii-yinswi = dhiw ‘hoa W aa 
“h toe . YB ok aDI2Z9T 6 peel ibal vdoaladh, i 
Namo, a} | (sdoplagh wit) nor Ro eid T wih 
tiod’y Fe ni oui 129¢ bed bre edilodie’ 
oC Db mood gnived egelliv 

“ome esvisemed? deildaies 

veosmodT . nib yheqowg og nomow bas a 

iG Be | ot 2293b nomow of) bas .2ie g03 3 

71% 33 to noidem ods 

ate 43 ae enaaat st 6 


smnod 4: | : .ethiow nem ad) dbsbats 4 


v7 \ : , ¢ " es, ” ’ yy ‘bh 


] DAE 2 ‘ieee sadly ssiug arb 

07 Ti ‘ ; ' Tid 2a 01 o2 by tonoy’ a 
. i ohaa 2 a 
aogeugnal dein nt aiff died Aeoge baa loaay 

~ i naltr 2 ee 

L bmeasthbA: vious” ‘ody Yo sedeed ©) ue 
dl ai yaclod ® gan isiltend Yo 20 Jats: . 


headiry ‘ eve 3 rei! al eee art = . 





| oF ehivolt - ont aohd “sth 


‘ * ‘ io . ) 

«% beer fs; bateinore ; eee 4 u ai) SOene boi b «ft swon oil) a am ee ; 
; ; ee Pe: 

tut =6vroc a(] hoe At \? sifiiived of bea vise bon rdsem oat Bo le 
:' 

* : ‘ ; 7 

) toner «a : MW AONE of DAVIESS G TL syevgnel riwdly Yer ve i ee 

ay = 


yout iw inetd avid show we anwar off aap wse h sence nolan 
) bre women. pal wae: nevi tel 





ooo hee 


1710. 


106 HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS OF 


M. pe BIeENnvILLE has built himself a beautiful country house 
on the sea shore, about a league from the fort, which he has 
ornamented with a grove of orange trees, where he resides, most 
of the year, for his health. In the month of September, an 
English corsair made a descent upon Dauphine Island, destroyed, 


and carried off more than sixty thousand livres of property. 
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O HAP T EiRre Ved Ins 


Pe AR LY in January, 1711, M. Drron 
| p’ARTAGUETTE, intendant commissary 
of the colony, arrived at Mobile, and 


entered upon the duties of his office. 





In the month of May, the Chickasaws 
declared war against the Choctaws. Several Canadian traders 


came from the J//inois-Caskaskias, with letters from Father 


Marest to M. pe BIENVILLE and p’ARTAGUETTE, in which | 


he begged them to send an officer; with a detachment of troops, 
to restrain the Canadians from committing scandalous crimes 
with the daughters and wives of the ///nors, and thus preventing 
them from being converted to the Roman Catholic faith. 
These Indians are industrious and skillful in cultivating their 
lands, breaking them up with the plough, which they owe to 
the Jesuits, who have resided among them more than sixty 
years. This country is one of the most beautiful in all Louisi- 
ana. Every kind of grain and vegetables are produced here in 
the greatest abundance. It is in this country that you may 


behold the most magnificent prairies in the world. They have 


1711. 
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~ 


I711. horses, which they purchase from the Cadadogutoux for merchan- 





dize, and pasture them here. They have, also, large number: 


of oxen, cows, sheep, etc., upon the prairies. Poultry is abun- 


a 


dant, and fish plentiful. So that, in fact, they lack none of the 
necessaries or conveniences of life. 
Near their village are three mills for grinding grain—one 
wind-mill, owned by the Jesuits, and two horse-mills, belonging 
| to the J/inois. “The Caskaskias women are very skillful. They 
| generally sew together the buffalo-skins, which have wool as 
| fine as that of English sheep, with thread of a fine, white qual- 
ity. With this material they also manufacture garments, dyed 
with black, yellow, and red colors. These they make similar 
to those worn by our women of Srittany, or the loose wrappers 
of our French ladies. ‘They add to this a head-dress. They 
also wear petticoats. “They use a thread in sewing their clothes, 
made from the nerves, or tendons of the deer, which is prepared 
after the following manner: when the nerves, or tendons, of 
this animal are stripped, they are exposed to the sun, twice 
every twenty-four hours, after which, they are beaten, and draw 


from it a thread as fine and white as the most beautiful AZa/ine 


ae er RET 


thread of France. 


The //inmors are very fond of good living, and have frequent 


— 


feasts among themselves. ‘Their choicest meats are the flesh 
of dogs, or wolves, which are brought up and fattened in their 
village. They are, for the most part, Catholics, and have a 
very large church in their village, which is well arranged in the 
interior. Besides the baptismal fonts, there are three chapels, 


ornamented witha bell and belfrey. They regularly attend the 


P a ‘ a yee . 
1 De ag ter lar iq of ) See HS, 

Lys Pett ie eng ANS 
Fn Ta beard DRS r rab ope te} 


- 


See 


i yt 






Me eae 
% aw as 


tay 
at 


a4 


PAR an 
ee 






SLs ey bbs  @ayr ¢ 


¥ 


eh le owed wet wrod m 


| oF] 












F muri bb : a ie a « As rt rs fu 3 7 , ; 
Tein ay toh  eorRg 902 ftogu e3d9 «Goon a a 
oi? Wo anon Anal words toe? ai qved? on | olutia ws “bas ons b> 
ro, 7 . ee Pa = - 
Bed : Sill 10 2999! ineviod 1 ain 
Beit & 7 = 
nO- giribei so1} o14 ogelliv sada mM 


ee “e ; : byepy lige br * 

4 o > Zz 
dia} $i ae fo iO Dp wu e? it~ niw 
a 
Cd % i 

‘ ha a 4 ' j 
~ ” 5 | \ f’ q 
i ed | : ily : a 7 ¢ i #44 . 2 387 OF 
7 ‘ 
ae - y - 
Be eh = ot wes — 1D 
se ; tlw c wits BOR Tt rat 
: ‘ 7 ” c “~ 
nel ae + 
4 iJ 4 } a4 U 2— 2a 
re at 
- ‘c* 1 [ 2tfi v¥ we 
‘ 
t my gi ‘es 4 
¢ itt Ai z it ve () wa “ id [ : Ww 
“ 
: f 
F * Sangli * y ! |} S#0H) OF 
‘ 
at I etal 
7, 7 4 : : : ; TWO 10 
F . i ‘ ba oels 
. ‘ en eo 
>i 40, 4 iotl sbsen 
{ ) if pW i wots 
cae) 
e + ie 
™ . orn 
;s i« rie : LATTER clei 
- ‘ 
. . 3 i é WOT ‘sn fi I3vV2 
’ .. 4% . ) ‘rer? 7 
j : e 2 ee TS ‘ » &64 | 
- "a ; 
7. S| 
i i, ac eo Ty 
: . PP ie 
VJ 1 SVs + , \ » + iJ 
‘ 
« , re jeg9t 
j if UHOms 2 at P 
» 2 7 
' * 
. 5 7 
- 4 ; . /~ P 
t , 4 ' } 
; , ¥ co gy’ 7 i< 
- ope 
. sy “4 su 
ig ~ sSUBINY 
* ~— bl 
— i 
> “ “7, 
30) ; bi : I J / i HOWE JV let (?>¥ 
i} 
: - i. . cy . o 
ac , - ? : ¢ : ’ , 
iSQan « if? 7?) e1f1G3 31is €2301 Le OTIS : eo 


: to! -_ er ew lad ¢ Asi f 
sd) bose viialuws woT  svetiied ban tiled. « darw. IOSTAIO 








LOUISIANA AND FLORIDA. 109g 


services, which the Jesuits have translated from the Latin into 


. x 
their own language. 


* The Illinois Indians, a tribe of the great d/gonquin stock, were once powerful 
onthe northern shores of the lakes. Their manners, customs, and religion, have been 
equently described by travellers and the Jesuit fathers. In a letter from Father 
Maszst to Father Germon, from “the village of the Immaculate Conception of the 
Holy Virgin, Caskaskias, Novembar 12, 1712,” he says: “ The I/inots are much less 
sarbarous than the other Indians. Christianity, and their intercourse with the French 
save, by degrees, civilized them. This is particularly remarked in our village, of 
which the inhabitants are almost all Christians, and has brought many French to 
establish themselves here, three of whom have married J//incis women. We find in 
the women a docility and ardor for the practice of the Christian virtues. This mission 
owes its establishment to the late Father Gravirr. The following is the order we 
bserve, each day, in our mission :— 

“Early in the morning, we assemble the Catechumens at the church, where they 
have prayers, they receive instruction, and chant canticles. When they have retired, 
muass is said, at which all the Christians assist—the men placed on one side and the 
eomen on the other. Then they have prayers, which are followed by giving them a 
homily, after which each one goes to his labor. We then spend our time in visiting 
the sick, to give them the necessary remedies, and to console those who are laboring 
sader any affliction, 

“In the afternoon, all assemble, Christians and Catechumens, men and children, 
‘vung and old, to whom questions are put by the missionary. In the evening, all 
«semble again at the church, to hear instruction, say prayers, and sing hymns. On 
Ssndays and festivals, we add tothe ordinary exercises instructions, which are given 
after the vespers. These hymns are their best instructions, which they retain more 
ra.ily, since the words are set to airs, with which they are taught, and which pleases 
‘sem. They often approach the sacraments; and the custom among them is to 
seffess, and to communicate, once a fortnight.” 

Father Gravier was the first who investigated the principles of their language, and 
‘fuced them to grammatical rules. See Gattatin’s “ Vocabulary of Fifty-three 
indian Languages, and Comparative Vocabulary of Sixteen Tribes,” in “ Archaeologio 
isertcana,” Vol. 11; “ Transactions of the American Ethnological Society ;” “Com- 
trative Vocabulary of the Lenni-Lenape and Algonquin MS.,” in the library of the 
Smerican Philosophical Society, PAi/adelphia; B. Smita Barton’s “ Comparative 
Vocabularies 3 “ Mithridates,” Vol. m1, Part 1, pp. 343,346, 416, 417, from La 
'fosran, Smita, Barton, Lone, and MAckeENziE; Duvonceau’s ‘* Memoire snr le 
“‘iteme Grammatical des Langues de quelques Nations Indiennes de ? Amerique du Nord, 


Paris, 1838.” 
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vee? They sing, alternately, with the French, the latter, in French, 


~ and the former, in their own language. When a Frenchman 

| wishes to marry one of their daughters, he sends a present, in 

| proportion to his fortune, to the brother of the girl; for neither 
the father nor mother trouble themselves about it. 

If the brother receives the present, it is understood he gives 
his consent, and he invites the father and mother to his house; 
and he consults with them. If they find him an honest and 
proper person, the son then divides the present with his parents; 
| and, on their part, they give, in return, more valuable presents 
| than they receive, which are sent by the son to his intended 
brother-in-law. “The next day, the suitor visits the brother and 
| parents of the girl, whom he salutes, when all of them at once 
: proceed to the Jesuit fathers, who inscribe the marriage agree- 
ment in their registers. 

The bans are then published, during three consecutive 
weeks, when, if no objection is made, the marriage takes place 
as in France. The wedding usually takes place at the house 
of the bridegroom, which is attended by all the reiatives, who, 
after church service in the morning, send to his house the 
necessary provisions tor the occasion. “They then conduct the 
married couple home, where a repast is prepared, and, after 
that, dancing begins, and is continued until evening. 

This nation is very brave in war. ‘They use both the gun, 
bow, and arrow, and are not so inhuman as other tribes. The 
children taken by them in war are saved, brought up, and 
educated by the Jesuit fathers; but the men, and old people, 


who are capable of doing an injury, are put to death with a club. 
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In September, the frigate Rénommée, commanded by M. DE 
REMONVILLE, arrived at Dauphine Island, with provisions for the 
colony. He also brought M. pe Sainte HELENE, midshipman, 
to serve as aid-de-camp to M. pe BrenviLte, his uncle. In 
November, M. p’ARTAGUETTE, an accomplished gentleman 
and scholar, returned to France, carrying with him the sincere 


regrets of the colony. 
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Ci AP TER cl xX 


N January, 1712, M. pe SainTE HELENe 
sailed for Vera Cruz, to purchase provi- 
sions for the colony, and, while at anchor 


in the roadstead, his vessel encountered a 


ne nn means 


violent storm, which drove it ashore, and, 





very soon after, it went to pieces. The 

: Viceroy of Mexico (the Duke pe Linares, who succeeded the 
Duke pv’ ALBUQUERQUE), on hearing of this disaster, sent imme- 
diately a vessel to take M. pe Sainte HELENE and his crew 
back to Louisiana, with letters for M. pe Burienvitce. In 
March, a frigate, commanded by M. pe ta ViGNE VolIsin> 
arrived in AZsbile Bay, with letters from M. Ducasse, Governor 
of St. Domingo, to the Viceroy of Mexico. . 


1713. On the 17th of March, 1713, it was announced, by the firing 





of a salute, that the frigate Baron de la Fosse, commanded by M. 
DE LA JONQUIERE, had arrived in AZobile Bay, with news that a 
peace had been concluded at Utrecht. Among the passengers 


who came over, were M. p—E 1a Motre CapiLviac,* the new 





* M. Antone dE ta Motte Capitrac was born in Gascony (France); and, before 


he came to Louisiana, had served, with distinction, as an officer in Canada, In 1712) 
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Governor-General of Louisiana, Mde. pz ta Motte, her sons 
and daughter, and servants; besides, twenty-five young girls 
trom Brittany, who came with the expectation of finding hus- 
sands in the colony. M. Ductos, intendant commissary, in 
place of M. D’ARTAGUETTE, who had returned to France; M. 
te Bas, comptroller of finances; M. pre RicHEBourG,* and M. 
\{. Drricorn and La Lorre pes URsiws, as agents and direc- 
tors of M. Crozat, Marquis p—E CHATEL,} to whom the King 
had granted a charter of Louisiana, by letters patent;{ and M. 
ok BIENVILLE retained as lieutenant-governor of the colony. 
At the time of the transfer, there was in the colony about four 
hundred persons, including twenty negroes. The same ship 
also brought over a large supply of provisions and ammunition, 
which was. deposited in the magazines and public stores at 
Nfobile and Dauphine Island. A few days after the arrival of 
M. pe ta Motte Capixiac, he received orders from M. 


CrozaT to send out detachments among the Spaniards, for 











‘¢ was appointed Governor of Louisiana, and arrived there in May, 1713. Being a 
partner of M. pe Crozat, they obtained the exclusive privilege of the commerce of 
‘hat vast country for fifteen years. He visited the Illinois country, and established a 
patin Alabama. He ordered a fort to be built at the Natchez, which he called Fort 
Resaiie, in compliment to Mde. pe PonTcHArTRAIN, and another at Natchitoches, to 
mevent the Spaniards approaching too closely the French colony. He administered 
‘he government of Louisiana till the gth of March, 1717, when he resigned, and 
“turned to France, where he died in the following year. 

* Author of “Memoire sur la Premiere des Natchez,” First Series ‘‘ Historical Col- 
*<Gons of Louisiana,” Vol. m1, pp. 241-252. 

* M. Crozat, Marquis pt CuaTet, was one of the bankers and great financiers 
‘io figured in the reign of Lours XIV, and who accumulated a large fortune out of 
‘Se East India trade. He died June 7, 1738. 

+ Sce Letters Patent, First Series, “ Historical Collections of Louisiana,” Vol. 111, pp. 
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the purpose of trade, and to the ///inois, for the same purpose, 
and also to discover mines. M. DE LA JoNnQUIERE, and M. 
Diricoin, the director, was also ordered to proceed to Vera 
Cruz, and exchange some of the merchandize brought from 
France, for cattle and horses, of which we were greatly in need, 
and, if possible, to establish a free trade between the two coun- 
tries, to which the Viceroy of Mexico refused to give his 
consent. Ele would only give them permission to purchase 
some cattle and provisions, which were delivered to them in the 
roadstead, with orders to weigh anchor, and depart immediately. 
M. JucHEREAU DE ST. Denis, a brave and enterprising officer, 
was called to Mobile by M. pE ta Motte Canittac, and, 
after his arrival, he made him a proposition to go to Natchitoches, 
and from thence by land to Mexico, to establish commercial 
relations with that country, which he accepted, and took ten 
thousand livres worth of merchandize from the public stores, 
and loaded it in five canoes; and, provided with a passport to 
the Spanish Governor, he set out from the fort, and, accom- 
panied by twenty men, of which I was one of the number, we 
proceeded on our expedition to Mexico. We stopped at Bilx1, 
where M. pe Sr. Denis resides. From there, I set out in a 
canoe, with two Indians, to go to the Colapissas, to bring back 
some of the Natchitoches* Indians and their families to Bé/oxr, in 
order that they might accompany us up the Red River, as far as 
their first village. 


Upon my arrival among them, the next day, I was well 





* A small number of the Natchitoches nation was domesticated with the Co/apissas, on 


the northern shore of Lake Pontchartrain, 
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seceived by both nations; but, upon the following day, when I 
was preparing to depart, jealousy, or rage, took possession of the 
Colapissas, who fell upon the Natchitoches, and attacked them 
with guns and arrows, and, despite of all my efforts to restrain 
them from fighting, seventeen of the Natchitoches were killed; 
and it was with extreme danger and difficulty that I was able to 
save the chief, by covering him with my own body. The 
Cslapissas seized upon more than fifty of the Natchitoches women 
and girls; the remainder of the men digpersed themselves in the 
woods, and, when evening came, they joined me like a flock of 
scattered sheep. I conducted them to M. pe St. Dents, who 
was greatly surprised at this tragical event, and promised that 
they should be avenged, and the Colapissas should be compelled 
to return to them all their women and children. 

We remained some time at Biloxi, for the purpose of collect- 
ing all we could of the Natchitoches, and succeeded in obtaining 
about thirty more. We then transported our merchandize to 
the banks of the AZississippi, and proceeded from thence, in our 
canoes, to the Red River. 

We ascended the Adississippi to Pass-Manchac, where we killed 
hfteen buffaloes. The next day, we landed again, and killed 
cight more buffaloes, and as many deer. We then proceeded 
directly to the village of the Yonicas, two leagues beyond the 
mouth of Red River, to obtain all the provisions we possibly 
could. M.pe Sr. Dents held an interview with the chief of 
the Tontcas, and engaged him to accompany us, with fifteen of 
his men, it being understood that they would be remunerated for 


their services. We then entered the mouth of the Red River 
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~ Natchitoches), which empties into the AZississippi from the west, 
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(formerly called the Oumas, or Sabloniére, also, the river of the 


its course being from the north-west. At a distance of eight 
leagues in ascending, on the right hand side, we came to a river 
which empties into Red River, called the Ouachitas (Blacé 
River). Five leagues higher up, we came to a large prairie, and 
four leagues further, came to Saline, or Salt River. Six leagues 
above Saline River, we arrived at a small stream, upon the banks 
of which dwells a nation, called T assenogoula, which, in French, 
signifies the Nation of the Rocks. ‘Their village is situated at the 
base of a chain of hills, running north and south. ‘Their, cabins 
are constructed and covered in the same manner as those of the 
Natchez; their manners, religion, and customs, being the same, 
as they lived a long time with that nation, from which they 
separated, on account of the perpetual wars among them. 

Nine leagues higher up, we came to the falls, extending the 
whole width of the river. Here it became necessary for us to 
make a portage of our canoes and merchandize, to the head of 
the falls, and, one league above, we encountered another fall, 
where we were obliged to perform the same operation. Three 
leagues beyond this, we entered a branch of the Red River, 
twelve leagues in extent, the terminus of which leads into a 
small lake, about two leagues in length, and about half a league 
in width. On the right of this lake, the land is quite elevated. 
Two leagues further on, we came to another lake, eight leagues 
in circuit, and two leagues wide, through which this branch of 
Red River passes; and, ascending five leagues more, came to 4 


hill, called ?Ecore @ la Croix (the Bluff of the Cross). Near this 
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place, we met the rest of the Natchitoches, who had come by 
land, and arrived here before us. “They were accompanied by 
another nation of Indians, called the Doustionis, numbering about 
two hundred men. They followed us to the village of the 
Natchitoches, nine leagues higher up, which is situated upon an 
island, formed by the separation of Red River into two branches. 
As soon as M. pe Sr. Dents arrived there, he assembled the 
chiefs of the two nations, and, in the presence of the chief of 
the Tonicas, told them they must begin to cultivate their lands, 
that he was about to distribute to them the corn and grain he 
had brought with them for that purpose. And, moreover, they 
would always have the French among them, whom it would be 
necessary to supply with the means of subsistence. He recom- 
mended them to go to work immediately, telling them they 
would have nothing to fear from hostile nations, so long as they 
continued united among themselves. 
We distributed among them pickaxes, hoes, and axes. They 
cut down the trees, with which we constructed two houses in 
; their villages, for lodging and storing our merchandize. After 
! remaining here six weeks, we set out, on the 23d of August, to 
explore the Spanish territory,* taking with us twelve French- 


men, fifteen Yonicas, and as many of the Natchitoches as guides. 





* In this expedition, M. pe St. Denis was instructed to explore the country west- 
“ard, and to observe the movements of the Spaniards on the Rio de/ Norte, and to see 
they had advanced into Louisiana, now Texas. No settlement had then been made 
by them east of that river; but they claimed jurisdiction over all that country to Red 


> 


River, under the name of the province of ‘ Texas. 


The more effectually to hold 





‘his country, the French, afterwards, established a mission and fort on the upper tribu- 
‘aries of the Sabine, which was held until the treaty of 1763, when Louisiana was 
ceded to Spain. 
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Ten Frenchmen were left to guard the merchandize in the Nar- 





chitoches village, with the injunction to keep close watch over it. 
I was one of those who accompanied M. pe Str. DENIs. We 
went, by land, to the village of the sszmais, because the river, 
above Natchitoches, is impeded by timber. After a march ot 
twenty-two days, we arrived among the Assimais.* During the 
entire route, we had lived on the products of our hunting. Our 
rations consisted of an ear of corn, and a piece of buffalo meat. 
The Assinais were astonished at seeing us, as they had never 
before seen any French, and had only seen some half-naked, half- 
civilized Spaniards, who, for five years past, had ceased to visit 
them. They chanted the ca/umet of peace to M. pe St. DENIs, 
who gave them presents, and employed them as guides in search 
of the Spaniards. 

In their village, we found a woman, named ANGELICA, who 
had been baptized by the Spanish priests. She spoke Spanish 
very well; and, as M. pe Sr. Denis was familiar with that 
language, he made use of her as the chief interpretess. We took 
but few provisions with us, as we could not obtain any among 
the Assinais, and were compelled again to subsist by hunting. 
Despite, however, of want and fatigue, we were sustained by 
the hope of soon being recompensed by the discoveries which 


awaited us. We pursued our journey, in this way, for the 


* The name of this nation is written in different ways, by travellers, since the time 
of La Sarre. Cents, Assinais, Assonys, a numerous and powerful nation, made up of 
many different tribes, who roamed over the whole country of Texas, from the Bay of 
St. Bernard (St. Louis) to the Red River, the customs, manners, and religion of which 
were not different from other tribes in the West. But few words of this nation are 


found in early writers. 
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‘stance of one hundred and fifty leagues, and, at the endof a 1714. 





svonth and a half, reached the first Spanish village, called £/ 
Presidio del Norte (the village of the River of the North), which 
.s situated on the banks of the river of that name. 

As soon as we arrived there, Don Senor Raimonp, a captain 
a of Spanish cavalry, came to speak with M. pe Sr. Dents, and 
learn the object of his visit, and what he wished. M. be Sr. 
Denis told him that he had been sent there by the Governor of 
Louisiana, for the purpose of opening commercial relations with 
the Spaniards. ‘The captain, who was a man of good sense, 
replied, that he had no authority in the premises, but would 
write to the Governor of Caouis, and give him an answer, when 
the orders of his superior were received. He then provided lodg- 
ings for the soldiers, and invited M. pe Sr. Denis to his own 
house, accompanied by a surgeon, JALoT, his valet, and myself. 
We waited full six weeks without receiving an answer from the 
Governor of Caouis, as he, in turn, had sent a similar message to 
the Governor of Paraille, a small town about thirty leagues from 
Casuis,* for his advice. These towns are about sixty leagues 
distant from the River of the North (Rio del Norte). Mining, and 
coining silver, are carried on by the inhabitants of both places. 

At length, Don Gasparpo Anaya, the Governor of Caouis, 
sent an officer and twenty-five cavalry to the village where we 


were, with an order to bring M. pe Sr. Denis before him. He 





told us, upon his departure, to wait his return in this village, 


where he would direct his order and information. We remained 





there over a month—lI at the house of the captain, and the 


* The town of Cacu/s is about seven hundred and fifty miles from Mexico. 
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soldiers and Indians at their several lodgings, until we received 
the order from M. pe Sr. Denis to return to Natchitoches ; 
because the Governor of Caouis, after an examination of the 
passport of M. pe Str. Dents, resolved to send him to Mexico, 
three hundred leagues distant, where he arrived on the 25th ot 
June, and did not return until the following year (1715). 

_ The rest of us had to depart, immediately, upon the reception 
of our orders, which we did, with the greatest reluctance ; for 
the Spanish damsels of that village were very agreeable to us, 
and were themselves vexed at our departure. I gave the captain 
—at whose house M. pe Sr. Denis and I had lodged—my 
most sincere thanks for his kindness and hospitality. His name 
was Don Pepro pe Vittescas. He had two daughters, one of 
whom (Donna Marta) was subsequently married to M. DE St. 
Denis, upon his return from Mexico. We set off upon our 
journey with great regret, and few provisions, and were two 
months in reaching the village of the /4ssmais, as we were often 
obliged to stop and hunt, in order to obtain subsistence. 

At the village of the Assinais, we stopped for repose and pro- 
visions. There were but few Indians in the village at the_time, 
as they were out upon a war expedition against the Kitaesechi: 
(Keechies).* They make war quite different from the Indians on 
the banks of the A@ississtppi.. They are all mounted on horse- 
back, with quivers fastened behind, filled with arrows. They 
carry a bow, and small shield made of buffalo-hide, which 1 


held in the left hand, and is intended to protect them from the 





* Keechies, a tribe of Indians, related to the Panis or Pawanees, living on the 


Canadian River, See Wuippre’s Vocabulary; Railroad Reports, Vol. m. 
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arrows of their enemies. They have no other curb or bridal 
for their horses than a piece of hair-rope; their stirrups are 
made of the same material, which are fastened to deer-skin, 
three or four in thickness, thus forming their saddle. 

The Assinais returned from their expedition the day after we 
arrived in their village, forming a body of one hundred and fifty 
armed and mounted men, who were all excellent horsemen. 
Of six prisoners whom they captured, only two were brought to 
their village, the others having been killed and eaten by them 
during the journey. They exposed these two unfortunate pris- 
oners upon the public square, with their hands tightly bound 
behind their backs, and guarded by twelve men, to prevent them 
from entering into any of the cabins; for if, by any ruse or 
force, a prisoner can take refuge in one of their cabins, he is a 
precious morsel, to’ be eaten by their women and children. 
After this repast is over, they untie their prisoners from the 
frames, cut them up in pieces, which is served up to each family, 
and cooked in a pot. During the operation of cooking, these 
cannibals (anthropophag:) keep up a dance while eating them. 

Their neighbors, with whom they were at war, were called the 
Aquodoces (Nacogdoches), residing about ten leagues from their 
village, the Cadodaquioux, about forty leagues off to the north, 


and the Three Canes,* about one hundred leagues in a northern 





* The Three Canes, or Tawakenoes, lived on the head-branches of the Rio Brazos, 
‘uwards Santa Fé, about two hundred miles from Nacogdoches. They spoke the same 
‘anguage as the Panis or Towiaches, a warlike tribe on the banks of the Platte, Kansas, 
and head-waters of the Red River. See Say's “ Vocabulary of Indian Languages,” 
Svo, Philadelphia, 1822; Gattartin’s ‘Synopsis ;” Bacst’s “ Atlas Ethnographique,” 


Tab. 41, No. 738. 
16 
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direction. All those nations make war on horseback; and each 
warrior possesses from three to four of those animals. 

Upon leaving them, we passed through a village of Indians, 
called the Yatasees,* whom we persuaded to come with us, and 
live among the Natchitoches, where we conducted them, with 
their women, children, and cattle. They have resided together, 
ever since, in perfect harmony and good feeling. 

On our return to Natchitoches, we found the twelve French- 
men whom we had left to guard the merchandize, and told them 
that we had orders from M. pe St. DENIs to wait here for him. 


The TYonticas left us here, and returned to their homes. 


* There are but few of this tribe now living. Their village, a few years ago, was in 
the district of the Natchitoches, where the French had a station. They speak the 
Caddo language. 
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SCHRAPTER XX: 


WAS yet among the Natchitoches, await- 


seeing that we were getting short of pro- 


visions, I descended the river in a canoe, 





with six of my comrades, to obtain food 
among the Natchez, where I met the Messrs. DE La Lorre 
pes Ursins, who informed me of their intentions. 

I found, among the Natchez, some slaves belonging to the 
nation of the Chaouanons (Shawanees), who had been captured by 
a strong party of Chicachas, Yazous, and Natchez, who, under the 
pretext of visiting their village for the purpose of dancing* the 
calumet of peace, had attacked them in the most base and treach- 


crous manner, and killed their Grand Chief, with most of his 


* This dance of the ca/umet of peace is a solemn ceremony, and different from the 
dance of the ca/umet of war, which they only perform on important occasions, such as 
ts confirm an alliance, or make peace with their neighbors. They also perform it 
shen they come to pay a visit to a nation, on which occasion they get up a grand 
entertainment.. The ca/umet is made like a common tobacco pipe, but larger, and is 
nied to a hollow reed, to hold it for smoking. The head is made of baked clay, or 
red stone, to look like the head of a bird, or animal, and very much ornamented with 


‘feathers of different colors. 


ing the return of M. pe St. Dents; but, — 
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family, took eleven prisoners, among whom was the wife of thc 
chief, and brought them to the Natchez, 

I used all the efforts in my power to have them liberated, but 
was unsuccessful. I was very much astonished to meet three 
Englishmen there, who had come with the intention of pur- 
chasing them as slaves. ‘They are the cause of exciting those 
savages to war with each other, as it enables them to purchase 
a large number of slaves, whom they convey into Carolina to 
work on their plantations. ' 

In the meantime, M. pe ta Lorre pes URsIns received 
orders from M. pe ta Motte CapILvac to arrest a certain 
English officer, or lord, who had come to Louisiana for the 
purpose of tampering with the tribes dwelling upon the borders 
of the Adississtppi. He was then among the Natchez. 

After sending off the canoe, loaded with flour, to my com- 
rades, who were waiting for it at the Natchitoches, 1, with two 
Frenchmen, remained to assist M. pe— ta Lorre in the execution 
of the orders he had received. We dared not arrest him in the 
village of the Natchez for fear of giving offence, and of opposition, 
on their part, to the measure. But, not doubting that he would 
descend the river, we determined to waylay him on his journey. 
Before leaving the village, M. pe ta Lorre resolved, however, 
to have an interview with him, in order to discover his designs. 
Having approached him, he asked him if he had come to make 
any purchases among the Natchez. He replied, very frankly, 
that he, with two other Englishmen, had visited the Natchez, 
for the purpose of purchasing peltries, and that it was his inten- 


tion to go among the Co/apissas, on his way down the river, 
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thence among the Choctaws, where he had a depot of merchan- 
dize and peltry, and from thence would return, by land, into 
Carolina, in company with the other Englishmen, who were, like 
himself, engaged in traffic with the Indians. 

After this conversation, M. pe ta Lorre pes Ursins rejoined 
us. lLadvised him to let him take his departure first, so that 
he would not distrust us, and that, should he get in advance a 
day, I was sure we could overtake him. M. pve La LorrRE 
took my advice, and permitted him to depart. 

The next day, twelve of us descended the river, in two 
canoes. We learned, from some Indian hunters, the English- 
man was at the village of the Tonicas, which nation were chant- 
ing to him the ca/umet, a circumstance that obliged us to pass 
lower down, and wait for him at AJanchac, where we found the 
Taensas, who had abandoned their village on account of the 
continual wars waged against them by the Oumas. We pre- 
sailed upon them to accompany us to Adbile, where land would 
be given them to cultivate, which offer they accepted. 

We landed near an encampment of Indians, whom we desired 
‘o awaken us, should they see a canoe passing in which there 
was an Englishman. The chief showed us the presents he 
tad given him, and told us he had crossed over to the other 
side of the river, where he had stopped for the purpose of 
passing the night. We took with us two Tensas chiefs as 
tuides, and crossed the river. We found him occupied in 
‘ketching, and he was much surprised to see us approach, armed 
with muskets, and, yet more, when M. pe La Lorre informed 


him that he had an order to arrest and conduct him to A@ebile. 
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He observed that the two nations were at peace, that they coul 
find nothing to reproach him for, and that if it were exacted o; 
him to go, it must be done by force. M. DE La Lore, who 
had orders to take him, dead or alive, replied, that he arrested 
him in the name of the King, and, at the same time, seized 
hold of him. He endeavored to make some resistance, but 
uselessly. We embarked him in one of our canoes, and the 
fifteen Choctaws who accompanied him followed us, as did also 
the Taensas, to whom we abandoned the merchandize found in 
the canoe of the Englishman, and conducted him to AZsbile, 
without stopping, where we delivered him upto M. pe Bren- 
vILLE, as M. p—E ta Motre Capiiiac had gone up the river 
among the Jllinsis. | 

M. ve BIENVILLE gave to the Taensas the place formerly 
occupied by the Chaouanons (Shawanees), and Taouatchas, two 
leagues distant from the fort. The English officer remained at 
Mobile but three days, where he was very kindly treated by M. 
DE BrENVILLE. He was then set at liberty, and profitted by 't 
to visit Pensacola, where he was also kindly received, and treated 
by the Spanish Governor, Don Guzman. He left Pensacola to 
visit the A/bamons, but, having fallen upon a party of Thome: 
hunters, he was captured and slain. We heard of this accident 
some two months after. M. pe BIENVILLE sent home the 
fifteen Choctaws who had accompanied the English lord in his 
voyage down the Mississippi. Upon their arrival at their village, 
they did not fail to tell that the Englishman had been captured 
by the French; whereupon, the Choctaws killed all the English 


dwelling among them, and pillaged their merchandize. ‘The 
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ther nations imitated their example, so that the evils which the 
English had planned to inflict upon the French reacted upon 
themselves. 

The Choctaws were not alone in committing hostilities against 
the English, for the Cherokees, the Abeikas, and the Alibamons, 
who live in the vicinity of Carolina, went, to the number of 
three thousand warriors, to invade Carolina, where they burned 
and pillaged a great number of dwellings, made many prisoners 
of men and women, as well as negroes, and brought them all to 
their villages. When M. pe BrenviLte received this informa- 
tion, he immediately provided for the redemption of al] the 
English—men, women, and children, and sent every one, who 
desired it, back to their homes. M. pE La Lorre pes URsINs 
then reascended the river to the Natchez. M.pe ta Motre 
CADILLAC returned at the end of the year from the mines in 
[linois, and afterwards sent fifty miners there to commence 
mining operations. 

The twelve Frenchmen who remained among the Natch:- 
teches, tired of waiting the return of M. pe Sr. Denis, and, 
talling short of provisions, came to Mobile, with the merchandize 
entrusted to their care. The Grand Chief of the Indians, who 
dwelt upon the borders of Carolina, and who had the title of 
Emperor, came to Mobile with the chiefs of the other nations, 
to chant the ca/umet of peace with M. pe ra Morte Capir- 
tac. The principal chief of the A/ibamons, in company with 
the Emperor, proposed to M. pe ra Motre CapiLiac to 
make peace, and construct a fort among them, at the expense of 


his nation—such a one as the French should desire. He took 
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him at his word, and sent Captain DE LA Tour, two lieu. 
tenants, and one hundred men, to their country, and selecte; 
an elevated spot, upon the banks of the Coosa River, at doubl- 
the distance of musket-shot from their village, where the Indian. 
helped them to construct a fort, about three hundred feet square, 
with lodgings for both officers and soldiers, and a large magazine 
for ammunition and provisions.* We have always, since, pre- 
served this fort, which we called Fort Toulouse, and kept i: 
constantly garrisoned with troops and munitions of war, because 
it is situated in the direct route in going to, and returning from, 
Carolina and Georgia. As yet, no permanent settlement was 


made at the Natchez. 











* This fort was built on the east bank of the Coosa, four miles above the junction 


. of that river with the Tallapoosa. After the peace of 1762, it was occupied by the 


English. In the war of the United States with Great Britain, in 1812, General Jacx- 


son built a new fort on its ruins, which took his name. 
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ChaPrTER A. 


T the end of the year 1714, M. DE 


bile, to enter the service of M. Crozar. 
He brought with him some specimens 
of minerals (lead) from the mines in the 
neighborhood of Caskaskias, that had 
been given him by some Canadians, in which M. pE ra Mortre 
CapILLac discovered some _ silver, and concluded to visit 
them privately. He set out, accordingly, for the J//:nois, in 
January, 1715, to explore the lead mines fourteen leagues to 
the west of the Adississippi, and, after his departure, M. DE 
BIENVILLE took measures to put a stop to the English trad- 
ing with the Choctaws, and other Indian nations in the neigh- 
horhood of the French, and on the Mississippi. In July, a 
oat arrived at the fort, and reported that several Indian tribes 
had fallen upon the English trading in their villages, and had 
massacred a number of them. , 

On the 15th of August, a brig of war, the Dauphine, com- 
manded by M. BERRANGER, arrived at Dauphine Island, with 


provisions for the colony, and two companies of: infantry, com- 
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TIssENET, from Canada, arrived at A/o-~ 
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manded by M. M. Bajot and Maricny pe ManpDeviLte.* 


In the same vessel also came M. RoGoen, to relieve M. Diri- 
Goin, one of M. Crozat’s directors. After landing the troop, 
and provisions, the Dauphin returned to France with M. Diri- 
GOIN, and dispatches for M. Crozar. | 

In the meantime, M. pe BIENVILLE received orders from the 
King to commence an establishment at the Natchez. The news 
that four Canadians, descending the Adississippi from the Llinais, 
had been assassinated by the Natchez, caused M. pe BIENVILLE 
to hasten his departure for their country. He had ordered 
one company of infantry to be sent there, to make it his head- 


quarters. He set out, accordingly, and arrived at the fort on the 


— Mississippi, where he found M. M. pe ParLtoux and DE 


RICHEBOURG with the provisions he had sent from AZobile, and 
ordered them to proceed to the Yonicas, a post which had 
been established some time before, two leagues above the mouth 
of Red River, on the borders of a lake, where they arrived on 


the 23d of April. M. Davion, the missionary at the Tonicas, 


~ warned M. pe BIENVILLE to be upon his guard with the Tonica:. 


A short time after, M. pE ta Lorre pes Ursins, the elder, 
descended from the Natchez to Mobile, and, on his way down, 
he met a canoe, with four Frenchmen, who were ascending the 
river to the ///:nois, for the purpose of trafic. Upon their arrival 
at the Natchez, they engaged four of that nation to assist them 


on their voyage up the river, as the current was, at that time, 


* This officer, whose descendants still reside in Louisiana, and who are among the 


most distinguished families there, afterwards wrote a “¢ Memcire sur la Louisiane,” which 


was published in Paris, 1759. 
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very rapid. Upon reaching Petit Gulf, they encamped for the 
night, and, while asleep, the Indians killed them, and threw 
them into the river, and then descended the river with the mer- 
chandize to their village, where they made a division of it. 

[ was at the Natchez when this occurred. M. DE BIENVILLE 
scjoined them at the Tonicas, and sent a Frenchman to inform 
the Natchez that he was coming to form a settlement among 
them. After receiving the ca/umet trom the Tonicas, he en- 
camped upon an island, where he had ordered an entrenchment 
to be made, and barracks for the provisions and ammunition he 
brought with him. On the 27th of April, three Natchez chiefs 
arrived, and presented the ca/umet, which M. pe BIENVILLE 
rejected, until satisfaction was rendered for the Frenchmen they 
had killed. They were confounded at this reply, and the Little 
Chief lowered his calumet, and raised his eyes and arms to the 
Sun, and invoked the forgiveness of M. pe Brienvitte. He 
then presented the ca/umet again, which M. pe BIENVILLE 
refused, until the Vite Chief and accomplices of the murder 
should be given up, and placed in izons. As the water of the 
Mississippi continued to rise, it caused a great deal of sick- 
ness, and obliged him to send the sick to the village of the 
Tunicas, which- was upon high ground, where they remained 
until they got well. On the 17th of May, the prisoners pro- 
posed to M. pe BIENVILLE to send two of their chiefs to the 
Great Chief of the Natchez, for the heads of the murderers. 
Vhey brought him, at last, the head of the brother of the Great 
Chief, called the Arrow, who was one of the murderers, and had 


been a great disturber of the public peace. ‘Tyhe punishment 


1716. 
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of this chief restored peace, and it was now stipulated that the 


ee et meeemieadind 


One eee 


re eT Ree os 


Natchez should furnish the lumber to build a fort in their 
country for the safety of the French. Thus ended the first 
war, or difficulty, with the Natchez. The work was now 
commenced on the fort, under the direction of M. bE Par.- 
Loux, who was appointed, by M. pE BIENVILLE, commandant. 

On the 22d of July, M. pe Brenvitve having been informed 
that the fort was almost finished, he ordered the chief of the 
Tunicas to furnish him with thirty men to aid him in ascending 
the river, which was still very rapid, as he had but six men 
remaining in health. On the 26th, we arrived at the Natchez, 
and the Great Chief furnished him with one hundred men to 
remove his effects from the canoes to the fort. The next day, 
we placed the few soldiers who remained in health to work 
upon the fort until the 2d of August, when it was entirely 
inclosed; and the Natchez covered the barracks, store-house, 
guard-house, and magazine with bark, which was finished on 
the sth. On the 25th, about thirty Yasous and six hundred 
Natchez, without arms, came to dance the ca/umet before the 
fort, to show their joy at having the French established among 
them. On the 28th, M. pe BrenviLte seeing that all was 
tranquil, and had nothing to fear from the Natchez, gave 
instructions to M. pe ParLtLtoux what to do, and took his 
departure, the next day, for Adobile, where he had to render an 
account to M. pe ra Morre CapiILvac. 

On the 4th of October, he arrived at Fort Louis de la Mobile, 
where he found an order from the King, appointing him com- 


mander-in-chief of the colony, during the absence of M. DE 
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'Epinay, who had been appointed governor in place of M. bE 1716. 





ta MottTre CaDILLac. 

In October, M. M. ve St. Denis, LE Roy, LA FRENIERE, 
ind BeauLreu freres, formed a commercial partnership, and 
purchased, from the store of M. Crozat, sixty thousand livres 
worth of merchandize to sell to the Spaniards in the kingdom 
of New Leon, and, on the roth of October, they set out from 


Mabile to go to Mexico. 








| | 1 


Ages 


——— 





134 HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS OF 


CeaAf © mk A LL. 


N the gth of March, 1717, three of M. 
DE Crozat’s ships arrived in the roads, 
off Dauphine Island, trom France. The 
Duclos, commanded by M. bE Got- 

Ne eabte@g| VILLE, the Paon, by M. Dusant-San- 

TILLE, and the Peace, by M. Jary. They brought over M. 

DE L’Epinay, the new governor, and M. Huserr, Intendant 

Commissary,* to succeed M. Ductos; also, M. M. b’ArRra- 

GUETTE, Gouris, DusreuIL, GuENOoT, ARUTHS DE Boni, 

TREFONTAINE, and Mossy, who came to establish settlements 

in Louisiana. Having heard of their arrival, M. pe BirnviLie 

went to pay his respects to them, when the new governor pre- 
sented him with the Cross of St. Louis, which his Majesty had 
sent him as a reward for his distinguished service in the 
colony. The arrival of the new governor caused much dis- 
satisfaction at first, as he wished to enforce new regulations. 
On the 25th of August, M. pe Sr. Dents returned to ALsbile 


from his voyage of discoveries. 








* The Commissaire Ordonnateur, or Intendant Commissary, was an officer who had, 
in colonial times, an extended authority, civil and military, but subordinate to that of 


the Governor, 
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\l. M. pe v’Epinay and DE BIENVILLE, seeing there was no 
-vod anchorage for ships coming from France, ordered a new 
‘ort to be built upon the main-land, opposite Ship Jsland. The 
place selected was one league west of Old Biloxi, opposite the 
anchorage of Ship Island, which was afterwards called New 
Biloxi. The transport ship Dauphine, commanded by M. Ber- 
RANGER, having arrived, and brought a great number of car- 
penters and masons, they were put to work on the new fort. 
Afterwards, the attention of the colonists was also directed to 
the choice of a location for a city, on the right bank of the 
Mississippi, which M. pE BrenviLie had reported to the new 
zovernor as the most favorable location for a great commercial 
emporium, 

In the month of August, 1717, a company was formed in 
France, under the title of the Western Company of the Indies,* 


and M. Crozat’s charter was, at his request, revoked, as he 





* The plan of this company was not unlike that of the British East India Company, 
and possessed powers and privileges nearly equal. But the plunder of a savage wil- 
‘erness could not yield such immense revenues as an ancient, wealthy, and effeminate 
empire; hence, the reason it failed. The charter had a legal existence of twenty-five 
rears. It was authorized to monopolize the commerce of all the colonies in New 
France; to make treaties with the Indian tribes; to declare and prosecute war against 
‘hem in defence of the colony; to grant lands, erect forts, levy troops, raise recruits, 
smd to open and work all mines of precious metals which might be discovered. It 
«as permitted, and authorized, to nominate and present men for the office of governor, 
‘nd tor commanders of troops, and to commission the latter, subject to the King’s 
‘emoval; to remove inferior judges and civil officers; to build and equip ships of war. 
The King also granted, for the use of the company, all the forts, magazines, guns, 
“nmunition, and vessels, pertaining to the province of Louisiana. Among the obliga- 
‘sns imposed upon the company was the stipulation to introduce into Louisiana six 
“‘vusand white persons, and three thousand negro slaves, and to protect the colonists 
‘rom Indian outrages. See Letters Patent, granted to this company, First Series “ His- 


‘tical Collections of Louisiana,” Vol. 11, pp. 49-59. 
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| 1717. had expended large sums of money without deriving any profits, 
—_—_——- 
t 





although the colony had increased in population, and severz! 
| forts had been erected. Inthe meantime, howerers the Span- 
| iards had advanced from the west to the east side of the R:. 
Bravo del Norte.* By this arrangement, made with the Western 


Company, the province of Louisiana reverted solely into the 


, hands of the King of France. 





k 
* In the last two years of Mr. Crozat’s administration, the Spaniards had advances 
| from the mission of “ St. Fohn the Baptiste,” on the east side of the Rio Brave d:. 
Norte, to the mission of “ San Antonio de Bexar,” on the west side of that river, ans 
| north-east side of San Antonio River. Advancing still further, they established a 
mission at La Bahia, thirty miles north of the Bay of St. Bernard (Matagorda), which. 
they designated “* Espiritu Santo,” near the present town of Goliad, to establish their 
{ claims, by occupation (primo occupante), to the province of Texas. They were, how- 
ever, a few years too late, as the French had already, under M. ve ra Sate, in 
1685, built a fort on St. Bernard’s Bay, and took possession of the country of Texas, 
with the usual formalities, which gave a complete title to France. These are the 
oldest towns in Texas, now one of the largest States in the American Union. Subse- 
| quently, however, and during the Spanish dominion over Louisiana, after the treaty of 
Fontainebleau, in 1762, they established the mission of “ San Miguel de Linarez” 
| upon the banks of the Adaies, now called Spanish Lake; also, several missions among 
the Assinais (Cenis) Indians, about one hundred and forty miles west of Red River, in 
the region designated by them as New Philippine. The French kept a jealous eye 
towards these encroachments, but they were too feeble to resist them—although, for 
more than thirty years before the arrival of the Spaniards, they kept up a military force, 
and claimed possession, é 
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LOUISIANA AND FLORIDA 


GeHicA PeT ski Reel X41 


N the gth of February, 1718, three ships 
of the Western Company, the Dauphine, 
the Vigilant, and the Neptune, com- 
manded by M. M. Dupuis, Arnaunpin, 


and BERRANGER, arrived at Dauphine 





Island, and brought over M. be Bots- 
BRIANT the King’s lieutenant, and a commission for M. DE 


< : : 
BIENVILLE, as governor.* This appointment gave general sat- 


* Sieur Lemoyne bE Bienvitie, the second Royal Governor, was the brother of 
Pierre Lemoyne D’IBervitce, the first Royal Governor of Louisiana, and was born at 
Montreal, Canada, in 1672. He entered the military service of France at an early 
age, and distinguished himself as a brave and efficient officer in the capture of Fort 
Nelson (Bourbon) by M. v’Ipervitce, and afterwards in a brilliant naval engagement 
sith the English, in Hudson’s Bay, in which his brother, with a single frigate of fifty 
guns, sunk an English frigate of fifty-two guns, took a frigate of thirty-two guns, and 
put to flight one of thirty guns, in September, 1697. In this engagement he was 
severely wounded, and, shortly after, sailed for France, to recruit his health, where he 
juined the expedition, under the command of M. p IBERVILLE, to colonize Louisiana. 

After a prosperous voyage, the fleet arrived in the Gulf of Mexico in January, 1699. 
In company with M. M. v’Ipervitte, pe Sauvor, and Father Anasrase, he set out 
1 few days after, in two boats, in search of the Mississippi river, which they entered, 
and explored, as far as the Portage de /a Croix. On their return to the fleet, M. 
eIvervirce ordered a fort to be built at (Old) Biloxi, the command of which he 
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1718.  isfaction, as no one better knew the wants and resources of ~ 





- the colony. The first act of his administration was to make ; 
arrangements to remove the head-quarters of the colonial gov- 
ernment from the sterile lands of Builoxt, MZobile, and St. Louis 
Bays, to the rich country bordering on the AZississippi, the site 


for which he had selected, and sent workmen and laborers 


gave to M. pe Sauvot DE La VILLANTRAY, a young and accomplished officer, who had 
accompanied the expedition. 

M. pe BrenviLLe was appointed second in command, with orders from his brother, 
on his return to France, to visit the numerous Indian tribes on the rivers, bays, and 
lakes of Louisiana, and secure their friendship by making them presents. 

In August, 1701, M. pe Savuvor died of yellow fever, and was succeeded by M. pe 
Bienvitte. A war broke out, soon after, between France, Spain, and England, which 
left, for a while, the colony unprotected; and the King ordered the head-quarters of 
the colony at Biloxi to be removed to Fort Louis de la Mobile. 


Se RS NE EY TE CE EEE LE ALE A a te 


The long absence of M. p’Ipervitte from the Gulf of Mexico, who was ordered to 
attack the English towns on the Atlantic coast, left the colony unprotected and em- 
barrassed. ‘The government of M. pe Brenvitte, which encouraged the hostility of 
his enemies, and being without the powerful support of his brother at the Court of 
France, they pushed their intrigues so persistently, that they caused his removal from 
office in 1707. His successor (M. pe Mueys) did not, however, live to reach the 
colony, and M. pe Brenvitve continued in command till the transfer of Louisiana to 
M. Crozat. On the arrival of the new governor (M. pe La Motte Capittac), M. 
pE BrenvitLe was retained as lieutenant-governor, and was ordered to form settle- 
ments on the Mississippi river ; and, having built a fort at Natchez, he returned to 
Mobile. 

In 1717, M. pe L’Epinay, the new governor, arrived from France, and brought M. 


pe Brenvitve the decoration of the Cross of St. Louis, and a royal patent, conceding 


sere awn a te ET CC OILS: ELLE COLETTE LG OCCA R I Ae 


to him Horn Island, on the coast of Louisiana, as a reward for the eminent services 
he had rendered the colony. In 1718, he succeeded M. pe v’Epinay, and laid out 
New Orleans as the future capital cf Louisiana. In the meantime, the Spaniards had 
quietly advanced from Mexico to the east side of the Rio Grande, and took possession 
of the country now known as the State of Texas. It was impossible for him to check 
this encroachment of the Spaniards, in consequence of the feeble condition of the 
colony, till the winter of 1719-20, when he dispatched M. pe La Harpe to build a 
fort at Natchitoches. On peace being restored, M. pe BrieNnvitLe, in 1722, removed 


his head-quarters to New Or/eans, and emigrants from France and Germany began to 
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there the year before, to lay the foundation of the future 
capital of Louisiana. They removed the trees and bushes, 
traced the streets and squares, and dug drains around each, 
ty carry off the waste water from the overflowings of the 
river in high water; and also threw up an embankment in 


front and around the city, to protect it from inundation. After- 


arrive in great numbers. The Indians, however, began to be very troublesome, and 
threatened the colonists with extermination. The forts on the Yazoo and Mississippi 
uyers were attacked in large force, and so complete was the massacre, that but few of 
the colonists reached New Orleans. 

The clamor of the’colonists was so great against M. pe Brenvitte, that his enemies 
acceeded in having him recalled to France. He was succeeded by M. Perter, who 
prosecuted the war against the Indians until they were subdued. But it involved the 
Western Company in an enormous debt, which following so closely upon the failure of 
the faancial schemes of Joun Law, that they surrendered their charter to the Crown, 
which was finally accepted in 17325; and the King, seeing the precarious situation of 
Louisiana, reappointed M. pe Brenvirte, who was then in France, Governor, and, 
early in the autumn of 1734, he arrived in New Or/eans, where he was received with 
«clamations of joy. 

He immediately organized an army to punish the Chickasaws, and attacked them. n 
their strongholds, but was repulsed, with considerable loss. He returned to New 
Orleans, and, in the spring of 1737, led another expedition against them, in which he 
was more successful, They sued for peace, agreeing to drive out the English traders 
trom among them. This campaign closed his military and civil career in Louisiana. 
He returned to France under a cloud of censure from his government, although he 
had faithfully served his country, in Louisiana, for more than forty years. In the 
‘wenty-five years he resided in France, he never, however, for a moment lost sight of 
‘he interests of the colony. He sympathized with her misfortunes, and rejoiced in 
her prosperity; and, when the French King ceded Louisiana to Spain, in 1762, he did 
fot cease to implore his Majesty, with tears in his eyes, not to place his subjects in the 
sands of the tyrannical Spaniards. 

M. pe Brenvitre died in Parts, on the 7th of March, 1767, and was buried with 
military honors in the cemetery of Montmartre. And, although more than a century 
«nd a half has elapsed since he founded the city of Mew Orleans, no monument, not 
«sen of the smallest dimension, has yet been erected to his memory, nor portrait placed 
«the capitol of that gallant State, to remind the present and future generations of one 


‘the bravest, best, and purest men that ever governed Louisiana. 


1718. 
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wards, agreeably to instructions from the Western Company, 
M. pe BIeNnvILLE sent a detachment of fifty soldiers, under 
command of his brother, M. pE CHATEAUGUE, to take posses- 
sion of St. Foseph’s Bay, and to construct a fort there, which he 
left in command of M. pe Gousy, and, afterwards, set out to 
visit the place, on the banks of the AdZississippz, which he had 
selected for his head-quarters, which he named New Orleans. 
The Dauphine, Vigilant, and Neptune, returned to France, and, 
on the 6th of March, the ships Duchess de Noailles, and the 
Marin, commanded by M. M. pe La Satie and Japy, arrived at 
Ship Island, and brought over five hundred persons to estab- 
lish themselves on the concessions. The first of those conces- 
sions (grants of land) was that of M. Paris pu VERNay, under 
the direction of M. Dusuisson, who brought over with him his 
brother, two sisters, and twenty-five persons. ‘This concession 
was located twenty-eight leagues above New Orleans, on the 
site of the old Baya-Ogoulas village. Besides the cultivation of 
the land, the raising of silk-worms and manufacture of silk was 
to be established; to accomplish which, they brought over a 
large number of mulberry trees. 

The next concession was that of M. pe Murys, which was 
placed under the direction of his two nephews, M. M. ve La 
Lorre pes Ursins, and two other persons, named CHAsTAN 
and Rove, together with eighty laborers and servants, and 
located on the site of the old Yensas village. Messieurs Bros- 
SART BROTHERS, merchants of the city of Lyons, came over to 
locate a settlement among the Natchitoches, on Red River, called 


the St. “ferome, or Natchitoches River. M. BENARD DE LA 


{ 
= 


. 


; 













* shut nia mene ay" 


qobau ,ersit joa yaa Yo saomdoess 









“yt? i iid 
, sal > q 
x9e20g past ex au }OUAaT ABD we M 8 toed a ' 


ti: 
of dont > ceils pei? P pelea o bas # tah a Sqaik lt Yo no 
i) wo t9¢ .2brewredia dae yevow 3a. M to ep ytlapal ai ‘asi . 


evi 


sidve daaraia®{. od) to etord 93 no ,s28lq ons stely 


$2 roas YP ¢ “ee it ® 
 ' 
7 { 
: ar _ a - 
2 ’ - a as « 1>ya1eo 
. urs ¥ q : gup-beon en 10 bolasiog 
5% “a a » , ! a4 ; 
« _— 
‘ “ 2 med |e a : Lay "4 a ai 
TE 4 a 7 * " 1 *Y o 8 
tt . e" A! i Qi > w S sac e 4 ry ‘ , 
, i : : . 
<8 i - d 4 ~ » — 
i 7 r 
“Sf ; 3 t} f { P iJ bR ELVA 4 bf aiiae FE 
- om - . 
¢ 
a f * { ; Ta) HST MICD 1) f 
j ) Le Mt aVa 2 DOV _s 
» & ; : > s : 
Ww 
: ‘ + 1 
f (Thi? We 
~fi 872° J Mois pow OT i , DNR Qo 
i a 
5 { : - ' 
Ino 3S : 327 ; 3 ‘ pris - d shih sf lel 
“ 3 - 
’ . 
r : ; 
y ry/ $ : tD f 
; i "a lav \/ IBA ’ j ce , 4 ’ \ m it , : at ow NOW 
iwi « ; : 


7 . . : 
, 4 ; ity z : mio 3 3 Al Mi iO) : 72D 1I0 ef} 
. oe * J =f C X. 
- 1 i ' ‘ : siall 
- 9INnO 2 ti § . i. ? 4 MV wre « . , 7320 ” 


; witivee cl 5 . ‘ ws BOL De i 1 AB 
: > ; J iA Jt 
H t al ‘ 
, ‘.. orth of) .bnBel 3a 
cA i : TE52)' 
' Be ~ weal 
al A r) (mre P ele ' ’ ‘ tt 1nt29 da 6 
- ' : ¥ it wht 
{ . 
+ . if ”~Ts rs 
< 94 ~ mun 9yT8i 
? al sf 
‘ : : f } ~ oil - A 1 L 
= : : 
. ' ~ ~ > mig 
cf ~ ae et ) é bub tt IIL OV DRIG 
yk BMA + 
i 
ea. esa mod 
: . : | > 7 eneia 4. 
’ « ‘ G& ba ~ ¢ 
‘I 
: e . 
13 j 1900] ,3UOA OE 
Wi » in © ‘ : - 
/ ‘ aA4 nen 
[7 yell . : Tae. cy “TI pita 110) 97ED0) 
9 4 2 ow 4antis Les is 5 , 


¢ P satan < F 
* . rio) eny. | v4 rai iwma3. tt) 2 eh bel ft >” ¥ | oa THA 
1/3 Le > a -* \ —_ . 4 . 
A ao asdsesdsinlA off givome sntosmolgioe pba! 


sts pets 








LOUISIANA AND FLORIDA. ~— 14! 


Harpe, of St. AZalo, also came over, with twenty-five persons, 
ro settle in the village of the Cadsdaquisux, one hundred leagues 
shove Natchitoches. M. DE La Houssaye, a gentleman of 
/cardy, France, with fifteen persons, also came over to settle 
on a concession, near the great village of the Natchez (twelve 
miles east of the present city of that name), on a little river (St. 
Catherine’s Creek), which now belongs to the author of these 
annals, who purchased it of them. M. pe Cuantous, and M. 
M. Le Pace, pu Pratz, and Lecras, also brought over eight 
persons each, to settle on the site of the old Choupitoulas village 
above New Orleans,:on the same side of the river. 

M. pE BotsBrIANT, who arrived in the Duchess de Noailles, 
hrought over commissions from his Majesty, conferring on M. 
PaiLLoux the rank of major, and to Drron, the brother of M. 
p'ARTAGUETTE, the rank of captain of a company of troops 


destined for the ///rmais, and, before his departure, M. bE Bots- 


BRIANT was made a Knight of the Order of St. Louis, and 


Governor of Illinois. In the beginning of October, M. DE 
BoisBRIANT set out, with several officers, to go to the J/linois. 
At the same time, M. pe La Harpe embarked, with fifty men, 
tor his conncession on Red River, with orders to establish a post 
there, and ascertain the number of Indian tribes in the country. 
M. BarNavaAL went up with him as far as Natchez, to take 
the place of M. Bionper, who had been ordered to Natchi- 
tches to relieve M. pe TissENET, the latter being ordered to 
ton M. pe BorssriaANT at the J//inois. M. pe La Lorre 
accompanied them as director of the bureau and stores of the 


company. 
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At the same time, M. pe Brenvitte sent M. dE La Bov- 


- LAYE, lieutenant, with thirty men, to establish a fort among the 


Yasous. Upon his arrival there, he selected an elevated situa- 
tion, about four leagues from the mouth of that river, on the 
right hand side ascending, and only a short distance from their 
village, where he built a fort. Some days after the departure of 
M. Prerre Ducne pe BotspriantT for the J/inors, the two 
ships, the Duchess de Noailles and Marin, returned to France, 
taking with them M. M. pe v’Epinay and b’OrTus. 

M. DE BIENVILLE received a letter from M. Dusutsson, 
who was in charge of the concession of M. Paris pu VERNay, 
established at the village of the Bayagoulas, that there was no 
safety upon the concession, so long as the French were at war 
with the Chetimaches. Upon this information, M. pe Bren- 
VILLE sent the author of the annals of Louisiana among the 
Chetimaches to negotiate a peace. Although this commission 
was a perilous one, I, nevertheless, accepted it, because I spoke 
their language very well, and was acquainted with their chiefs. 
I did not go directly to their village, but went to the Ouma;s 
first, where I expected to meet some of the Chetimaches, who 
often came there. Nor was I disappointed in my conjec- 
tures, for I met three there, and informed them that I had 
instructions from Governor DE BIENVILLE to make a treaty of 
peace with them. They appeared delighted with this informa- 
tion, because, during their war with the French, they were 
treated as enemies by all the other nations, who every day sent 
out parties against them, and destroyed them in great numbers. 


They did not hesitate to follow me to the concession of M. 
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Paris DU VERNAY, whither I conducted them, about seven 
feagues distant. When we arrived there, M. Dusutsson gave 
them some presents for their chief, and supplied them with 
provisions for their journey, with orders to return within ten 
days, at the same time giving them a bundle of sticks to count 
the nights, whilst we counted the days. 

They did not fail to return at the time agreed on, but they 
remained upon the banks of their river, which is five leagues 
from the concession. Only three envoys came to the planta- 
tion, and reported that the principal chief, with his wife and 
forty Chetimaches, were waiting to consult with me at that 
place. I hesitated a little about going there alone; but, seeing 
that no one would accompany me, I determined upon my course, 
and set off with the three envoys. As soon as [ arrived upon 
the borders of their river, and was perceived by them, they set 
up a most frightful yelling. I then began to suspect treason, 
and that my last hours had come. But this yelling proved to be 
a mark of joy; for the Grand Chief gave mea friendly recep- 
tion, assuring me that it afforded him great pleasure to see me, 
and that he and all his nation were sincerely desirous to make a 
lasting peace with the French. I told him, to arrive at that, it 
would be necessary to go to New Orleans, and chant the calumet 
of peace to the governor, to which they gave their consent. 
We stopped at the plantation of M. Dusuisson for a supply of 
provisions, and remained here all night, and, next morning, 
we set off before daylight, and descended the river to Mew 
Orleans, where we remained eight days, waiting for a reply 


trom M. pe Brenvitte, who was absent, and sent word to 


1718. 
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M. PatLLoux to conclude a peace with them, on the following 
terms :— 

1st. That we should not restore the slaves which we had 
taken during the war; but that they should deliver up all the 
French whom they had captured, or who might be found in 
their villages. 

2d. That they should abandon the villages where they now 
reside, and establish themselves upon the Adississippi river, in a 
place designated for them, one league above the concession of 
M. Paris pu VERNAY. 

They accepted these terms, which they faithfully fulfilled; 
and, in fifteen days after, they came with their families, cattle, 
and effects, to the place designated for them. Before leaving 
the city, M. PaitLoux distributed among them the presents set 
apart by M. pe BreNvILLE, with which they were highly 
pleased. | 

This arrangement with the Chetimaches was the cause of 
other changes being made among the Indian tribes, who came 
afterwards to settle on the banks of the Mississippi. Among 
the first were the Chaouachas, who dwelt about twenty leagues 
from the river, who came and established themselves three 
leagues above New Orleans, on the right bank ascending. The 
Colapissas, who inhabited the northern shore of Lake Pontchar- 
train, also crossed over to the banks of the Mississippi, and 
settled thirteen leagues above New Orleans. Those nations are 


very industrious, and have been of great service to our colonists. 
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N the 17th of March, 1719, the ship of 


war, le Comte de Toulouse, arrived at Dau- 


gers, among whom was M. ve LarcHE- 
BAULT, director-general. On the 24th, 
M. pe St. Dents arrived from Mexico, 
where he went, two years before, to recover his merchandize, 


which had been seized by Don Senor Ratmonp, a captain in 


the service of the Viceroy of Mexico. The Marquis of VaL- 


LERO, who had succeeded the Duke pe Linarez, received him 
courteously, and promised they should be restored, which was 
done; but, soon after, Don Martin p’AxLacorne, Captain- 
General of the province of Lastekas (Texas), reported that he had 
passed through the province without reporting himself; that the 
merchandize did not belong to him, and that he was a suspicious 
character. The Viceroy ordered him, therefore, to be imme- 
diately arrested, and confined in prison, until some of his wife’s 
telations hearing of it, assisted him to make his escape from 


Mexico. 


3 


phine Island, with one hundred passen- 





1719. 
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~ de Toulouse, and the Phillip, under the command of M. ve 
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On the roth of April, the ships AZaréchal de Villars, Count 


Séraicny, the brother of M. pe BIENVILLE, arrived at Dauphine 
Island. They brought over M. M. Vittarpeau, LE Gac, and 
L’ ARCHEMBAULT, who succeeded M: pe RaGoen, as directors, 
and one hundred and thirty colonists. Among the passengers 
were M. pE Monrptaisir, who came, with thirty persons, to 
establish a tobacco manufactory, and an Irish gentleman, who 
brought with him sixty men, to establish a concession on the 
Ouachita River, eight leagues above its mouth, in ascending 
from Red River, called the St. “erome, or Natchitoches. M. 
CarTIER DE BEAUME, who had received the appointment of 
procureur-general to the colony, brought with him all his family, 
and thirty persons, to make a settlement on Bayou Choupic (St. 
“Fobn’s), near the city of New Orleans. M.M. PeLverin and 
BELLECOURT also came with a number of persons to make a 
settlement near the village of the Natchez, on the banks of the 
little river (St. Catherine’s) which falls into the A@ississipp:. M. 
DE SERIGNY brought over on his ship a large number of soldiers 
and workmen, with two hundred and fitty negroes,* who were 


sent to Dauphine Island, and distributed among the concessions ; 





* This was the first large importation of Africans made into Louisiana; but, for 
several years afterwards, the Western Company continued to send from three to five 
hundred annually, to be distributed among the concessions, as they were the only labor 
that could stand the heat of the climate. It had been successfully employed by the 
English in Carc/ina and the West India Islands, in the cultivation of sugar, rice, and 
cotton. In order to regulate the treatment of slaves among the planters, the Gover- 
nor (Brenvitte) drew up a code of laws, especially in reference to them, which he 
promulgated in 1724. See Black Code,” published in First Series “ Historical 


Collections of Louisiana,” Vol. im, pp. 89-94. 
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: 3 also the news that war had been declared by France, on the 171g. 





gth of January, 1719, on the refusal of the King of Spain 
to sign the triple alliance. M. pe BreNnviLLe immediately 
called a council of war, who agreed to make an attack on Pen- 
sacola, and notified the colonists to hold themselves in readiness 


for the expedition, and also sent messengers to all the Indians 





around AZobile. As soon as these orders were carried out, the 








governor, and his brother, M. pe CHaTEAuGUE, repaired to 
Mobile, placed themselves at the head of eight hundred French- 
men and Indians, and marched, by land, to Pensacola, while 
M. pe SEricny, with four ships, sailed for Pensacola, and 
invested it on the 14th of May. The Spaniards made but a 
slight resistance, and soon surrendered their fort on conditions, 
that all their arms, and munitions of war, cannon, balls, powder, 


muskets, and provisions, should remain in the fort.* The gov- 








* The news of the surrender of Pensacola created a great sensation in Spain and. 
d Mexico. The Viceroy immediately dispatched a squadron of twelve ships of war, 
; carrving eight hundred and fifty men, under the command of Don AtpHonso Carras- 
cosa, to invest the town; and, at sight of the Spanish fleet entering the harbor, a 
part of the garrison deserted, which compelled the commander to surrender without 
nring a gun. After this victory, the Viceroy of Mexico (the Marquis of VaAttEro), 
resolved to drive the French out of Louisiana, and dispatched a fleet, under the com- 
mand of Don Carrascosa to attack Mobile and Dauphine Island, but, finding the 
brave M. pe SEricny, who commanded the forts and troops on that island, prepared to 
teceive his attack, after a few days’ bombardment, abandoned the enterprise, and 
returned to Pensacola, and M. pe BIENVILLE again invested Pensacola by land, and the 
brave Count pe Cuampmestin, with his fleet, attacked it by sea) The French 
trigates poured a brisk cannonade into the Spanish fleet, and, in a short time, they 
surrendered. M. pe Brenvirtr, in the meantime, attacked the town, captured it, 
and took twelve hundred men prisoners of war, dismantled the fortifications, and 
teturned to JLlobi/e. The contest was now over. Peace was declared on the 17th of 
February, 1720, and the contending parties laid down their arms in the Eastern and } 
Western hemispheres, and Pensacola again became a part of the Spanish possessions 


in North America. 
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1719. ernor then returned to A@sbile, and left M. DE CHATEAUGUE in 
t es 
~ command, with three hundred Frenchmen. The Indian allies 3 ; 
were sent home with presents, and M. M. pe BIENVILLE and = 
: 
| SERIGNY sailed back in the Marechal de Villars, commanded by i : 
| the Chevalier DE Grieux, with the rest of the troops, in trans- : 
| ports, to Adobile and Dauphine Island. The war continued to rage : 
| between France and Spain, and the province in Louisiana became i 
involved in hostilities with the settlements of the Spaniards in 3s 
| the Gulf of Mexico. M. pe CHaTeaucuE held possession ot : 
| Pensacola but a short time, when a powerful Spanish arma- f 
| ment appeared before the city, and compelled him to surrender. : 


a von 


They afterwards blockaded Dauphine Island with a iarge squad- 


- ron, and made an attempt to land, but M. pE BIENVILLE had 


ADOT ICTS 


foreseen this event, and provided against it, by erecting batteries, 
and sending for his Indian allies to come to his assistance. M. 
pe St. Denis being at Biloxi, brought over a great number, and 
| many also came from the concessions on the AZississrppi river, 
so that the Spaniards, during the twelve consecutive days they 
made an attempt to land on the island, were repulsed. A Span- : 
ish gun-boat landed at a place in Adobile Bay, called ALtragouin, 
where they plundered a quantity of merchandize, but, returning a 
second time to the place, a party of Aobile Indians attacked them 
and slew thirty of the Spaniards, and took seventeen prisoners, 
whom they took to AZsbi/e and clubbed to death, and threw 

their bodies into the bay. The Spaniards, now finding their 

enterprise unsuccessful, returned to Pensacola. On the 6th of 

June, two ships, the Duke of Maine, and Aurora, arrived at Ship 


Island, from the coast of Guinea, with five hundred negroes, 
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who were sold to the concessionaires. On the Ist of Sep- 1719. 
rember, the King’s squadron, of four ships of the line, com- 
manded by M. p—E CHAMPMESLIN, consisting of the Hercules of 
sixty guns, the AZars of fifty-six guns, the Triton of fifty-four 
suns, and the Union of forty-eight guns, besides, a smaller vessel 
arrived in the roads, off Dauphine Island, which brought eight 
hundred and thirty men and officers to remain in Louisiana. 
He immediately notified M. pe SERIGNY, who commanded the 
torces on the island, to assemble his troops. On the 2d, M. 
\f. pE SERIGNY, DE VILLARDEAU, and LE Gac, repaired on 
board the admiral’s ship, and, after several conferences, it was 
agreed to attack Pensacola before the Spanish squadron from 
Vera Cruz could reach there. 

M. pe SericNy immediately advised Governor BIENVILLE of 
the plan of the French admiral to attack that city, and to assem- 
ble his troops, and march by land to assist in the seige. On 
the 15th, the squadron set sail for Pensacola, and, on the same 
day, the governor set out for Perdido Bay, in a shallop, where 
four or five hundred Indians had assembled, under the command 
otf M. pe St. Dents, who took up their march on the arrival of 
the governor. On the next day, they invested the fort at Pen- 
‘acola, and, at the same time, M. p—E CHAMPMESLIN entered the 
port. The forts kept upa brisk firing, but when he arrived 
before the large fort, it offered no resistance, and surrendered. 
The commander of the Spanish squadron, soon after, went on 
Soard the admiral’s ship, and surrendered his sword, which was 
courteously returned him; but the Spanish Governor of Aata- 


“ras, who went on board, was not so courteously treated. 
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1719. He was immediately disarmed by a sailor, for which he was 





- reprimanded by the French commander. M. pE CHAMPMESLIN 
finding but fifteen days’ provisions in the place, immediately 
shipped the Spanish prisoners to Havana, so as to economize 
the provisions, and to recompense the Indians for their services, 
he permitted them to plunder the two forts, after which, they 
were totally dismantled. M. pe St. Denis gave an. enter- 
tainment to the admiral and officers of the French squadron, 
before whom he made the Indians exhibit their war dances. 
He addressed them in their own language, and exhorted them 
to remain faithful tothe French. After this, M. p—E CHamp- 
MESLIN distributed among them numerous presents, with which 
they were delighted. M. M. pe Brenvi_Le and DE St. 
Denis returned thanks to their Indian allies, and, afterwards, 
set out for AZobile and Dauphine Island. As the forts at Pen- 
sacola were now demolished, and it was only a frontier post, 
they only left a sergeant’s guard there, to give notice of the 
approach of vessels from sea. On the 16th, M. pE CHAMp- 
MESLIN ordered his squadron to get ready to sail, and, on the 
27th, after firing a salute, they put to sea. On the next day, 
they anchored off Dauphine Island, and, on the 29th, the squad- 
ron set sail for France, followed by the Maréchal de Villars, 
and the Comte de Toulouse. A few days after, the transport rs, 
ship Maria arrived at Dauphine Island, with PHitte FRANCIS 


RENAULT, son of PHitip RENAULT, of Consobre, France, and 








ay 


two hundred and fifty miners, together with several com- 


panies of soldiers, ammunition, and merchandize, for the colony. 


SOT Maggs rth. ae 
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The captain also brought letters to M. pe Brenvitie, with 


yen 
i) 
bis) 


A 





LM RAINE 

















. ea he , : 


—_ , s. - oe ae 
= me to te 7 Whe & “ee ‘otr’ ane ~ 
> 
de 

4 «J 4 * * 
austile semesesi ‘alia oils im snolavorqg sect saps 


ry AN At 


simonooe oF ea Ge ANeUESEL - OF stonaeNg deina aft boqgi 





sivies tide tot binibul 4dy sensqmonsy of brie enoia vorq on 


tw 79fe ancl ows of) aobaudqves wn dy bortientsg of 


i . - | a7 = 
: " : lemermernh vilkio? Sew lp 
4 ' , '* ~ ! ° ' ave ate ~# bid ear 4 - ~ we ¥ - ‘ _ 
® 





¢ ‘ , we sie 
nevi ‘vt: i oe evirnp ; f Ling 
Pt > “ 
1 , 
; ~ ‘ a , . rf Py » 
€3 y JAY , ) : STAs 7 ephele 4? 
66 
; ‘ ’ i 
-4 y r { . ¢ 
( ‘id 4 : ‘ 
ey - \ , | f sie a 
AP 4 * i a fas hhy = of La? : 
é to . 
- 
« * i ts tom as 
nS Won c she > - b.2t ‘ 
\ 
¥ j - « 
° ¥ a 
— ry ¥ 7 tt ‘+ * ‘ “se : ~ 
st \. ih a TT $ 4 at a? iJ if (ond ‘ : 
rae 
. - * * 
7. 
ll | 5 | J ¢ ‘ : WV 
* 4 
> 4 a > y o 
ad “Md ! > : / ye 
? 
- tA : if) 
3 - - 
3 > 
- ; * 4 . 
a he -— > ti 4 : Js 
4 . ae 9 
4d i ij , \ >t Jb Lee | 
; - i 
- _ . 
a | in a3 
a 
j 7 A * ~ 
: ‘ 
“Uj il 2 - wee 
“ 
“ ° 
‘a 
Wh f ; : : 392. 
"% 
miner : ve oni 
i 
’ * aan 
Pa —~ + | if t 4k qine 
’ “4 
J mad * .. ra al 
rth cad rs mw : ‘ 4 mVe rc “ 
: 
i ; » he P 
~f , te : fo : 4 4 t ia i ; ) im he ‘4 iia 
F 4 : 4 » ‘ss * - 
“s97 ‘so ~ a sm ¢ race r - met > A > 7! 
«€* ‘ S(i3 ss wrest ee 4 Lftse ¢ fOr 1fath . 1 4 pa to ROL : 
' 2} n/ le > » # iT 
' sow es ‘ ‘ , — Tre say . _ i 
new .B 7wWHRicR SC sty OF ZIa1)rOo) DAY, Ve K niniges e 
= » 
miu! 
4 
: a rd 
" 
§ i, 
. = 
‘ F 
. a! > 
“a . 
7 i} 
‘ 
i ) ek, arabe 5 2 


i 








LOUISIANA AND FLORIDA. ISI 


structions to order a number of flat-bottomed boats to be 
suilt, to convey a large number of persons to the mines in the 
/inois, aS soon as they arrived. 

in October, the ship Two Brothers, commanded by Sieur 
FRERET, arrived at Ship Island, with a number of Germans, 
luaded with every kind of merchandize and implements of agri- 


culture, which were removed to New Biloxi. This was the 


first instalment of twelve thousand Germans purchased by the | 


Western Company, from one of the princes of Germany, to 


colonize Louisiana. By this ship, M. pe CHaTEAUGUE received 


the appointment of lieutenant of the King, M. Diron pb’ARTA- 


GUETTE, inspector-general, and M. PaiLLoux, major-general. 
They also received the news that the Eastern and Western 
Companies were united in one, by an edict, dated 12th of May, 
1719. M. p’ARTAGUETTE was ordered, by the governor, to 
remove the colony from Dauphine Island and New Biloxi, to the 
Mississippi, as it was impossible to improve the sterile lands of the 
coast. On the 22d of November, M. pu TissENET wrote M. 
be BreENvILLE a letter from Caskaskias, giving an account of his 
expedition to the villages of the Osages and the Panis (Pawnees). 
He described the country as beautiful and well timbered, and 
that the two rivers from the west, the Osage and Blue Rivers, 
emptied into the Adissouri. In travelling west, he crossed a 


{reat many streams that fell into the A@issouri, The Osages* 








* From the earliest times, the principal part of the great Osage nation have lived on 
© Osage River, and were well known to the French. They are now divided into 
* Great and Little Osage nation. Their primitive name is Bar-har-cha, and are 
‘so known as the Wa-wha, Hux-zau, or Ous, about the Arkansas and Osage Rivers. 


The Little Osage nation formerly resided on the south-west side of the AAssouri River, 
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‘abundant in their counry. The distance from the Osage village, 
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are stout, well made, and great warriors, and lead mines arc 


to the Panis (Pawnees)* villages is more than forty leagues, 
in a north-west direction, and he had to pass over prairies filled 
with the buffalo; and, in fifteen days from thence, he reached 


the Padoucas,t also a brave and warlike nation. Here M. 








near the mouth of Grand River, but, being reduced by continual wars, they were 
compelled to seek protection in the Great Osage nation, with whom they now reside. 
They are a remarkably tall and manly-looking race, erect and well proportioned. 
Their complexion is between an olive and copper color, with noses large and aqui- 
line. They are fond of dress, wear ornaments in their ears and on their arms, ané 
gracefully cover their shoulders with a buffalo robe, and wear moccasins and leggins. 
They are next tothe Syoux in population, and are a remarkably brave people. A 
MS. vocabulary of their language, by Dr. Murray, is deposited in the American 
Philosophical Society, Philadelphia. Vicror Texier has published a glossary of their 
language in his “ Voyage aux Prairies Osage en Louisiane et Missouri,” Paris, 18445” 
© Reise des Prinzen Maximilian zu Weide in Amerika,” Vol. 1, p. 6373 J. S. 
Varter’s “ Analekten, der Sprachenkunde,” pp. 53-62; Baret’s “ Atlas Ethnographique,” 
Tab. 413; “ Archazologia Americana,” Vol. u, pp. 305-367; Tonty’s ‘ Memoir 
Addressed to the French Government ;” “ Historical Collections of Louisiana,” Vol. 
I, pp. 52-80. 

* The Panis (Pawnees), formerly a numerous and warlike nation, now reside on 
the Platte, Kansas, and Arkansas rivers. They were divided into three bands, and car- 
ried on a brisk trade in buffalo robes with the French and Spaniards. They pass mo: 
of their time on the prairies in hunting buffalo. See Say’s Vocabulary, p. 42; Gat- 
LATIN’s Synopsis, in ‘* Archa@ologia Americana,’ Vol. 1, p. 3053 “ Transactions 0! 
the American Ethnological Society,” Vol. 11; Barsi’s “ Atlas Ethnographique,” Tad. 
41; “Reise des Prinzxen Maximilian zu Weide,’ Vol. u, pp. 630-632; ‘¢ Historical 
Collections of Louisiana,” First Series, Vol. 111, pp. 59-62. 

+ The Padouca Indians, in the early settlement of New Mexico, were a powertu! 
and numerous nation, but had almost disappeared when the French came to Louisians- 
They laid claim to a large tract of country (according to De t’Iste’s map of 1712, 
drawn up from original memoirs and narratives of early explorers in the country ¢a:! 
of the Rio Bravo del Norte) now included in Texas and New Mexico, They lived in 
great villages, on the head-waters of the drkansas, Red River, and the Colorado, ans 
could, at that time, bring into the field upwards of two thousand mounted men, The 


were a formidable enemy to De Soro and Moscoso, in attempting to reach the &: 
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ou TIssENET took possession of the country, and erected a 
-olumn, with the arms of the King placed upon it, 27th of Sep- 


rember, 1719. 





8-avo del Norte. They seem to have given their name to one of the branches of the 
tfsaurt, which is still called the Padouca fork, and to a flourishing town on the Odio 
-ser, below the mouth of the Tennessee. They were the Arabs of the plains, and 
-ing constantly at war with other nations, they became very much reduced in num- 
ers. Most of them removed to the upper part of the river Platte, where they had 
vat little intercourse with other tribes. They afterwards divided into small bands, 
«hich took the names of the sub-divisions of the Padouca nation, and are now 


snown only under the appellation of Wetepahatoes, Kiawas, and Kattekas, who still 


shabit the country over which the Padoucas wandered. Previous to the visits of 


‘he French among them, they had no fire-arms, but fought on horseback, with 
hields, and bows, and arrows. They visited the Spanish mining settlements in New 
Mexico, on the Rico Grande, and exchanged their buffalo robes and peltries for 
gold and silver coin, of which they knew the use, and also for gold and silver orna- 
nents for their arms and necks, to which they were appended with silver chains, 
They had a great attachment for the French, with whom they made several treaties, 
and preferred them tothe Spanish. They exhibited nothing barbarous, or cruel, in 
their disposition, but were kind and magnanimous. Their religion, manners, and 
costoms, were similar to the other tribes of the west. They believed in a Great Spirit, 
ond tuture state of reward and punishment. When a Padouca chief died, he was buried 
a mound, or on the summit of a high hill, in a sitting posture, with a buffalo robe 
‘hrown around him. After death, the relatives and friends of the chief would assem- 
“ty eVery morning and evening, to howl and lament his loss, and the women would 
‘op their hair, as a token of their mourning. They believed that, after death, they 
vould go to the spirit world, where there was plenty of buttalo, and where they would 
* tupremely happy. No vocabulary exists of this once-powerful nation. A few 


«4s only have been noted by writers on Indian languages. See B. Smitw BartTon’s 





“Comparative Vocabularies ;” T. Say's ‘¢ Vocabularies of Indian Languages ;” Batagt’s . 


* Atlas Ethnographique ;” J. S. Varer’s “dnalekten der Sprachenkunde,” Leipzig, 
‘S24; “ Mithridates,” Vol. mm, p. 304. 
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1720. FTER peace had been concluded between 





France and Spain, there arrived at Ship 


Island, in February, 1720, over five hun- 


sees 


dred emigrants, who were distributed 


ce ap ee ne Srna ty etn pe rg Tn ETRE Tony 
. 
* fe eee * 
~ Bos 
CARR ONL) is 





among the concessions, with great prom- 


2 VSS PONY 


ises of wealth held out to them, to induce further emigration. 


M. Hueert, the director-general of the province, now aban- 
wv * 


PRG ates + 


doned his residence near New Orleans, and went, with all his 


ire 


family, and sixty laborers and domestics, whom he had brought 


Peehecp ate neat 


with him from France, to-locate himself on land at the 


Natchez. On his arrival there, he, and all his family, took 


emai mada 
i 


lodgings with M. pe ta Lorre pes UrRsins, director of the 
company. ‘The next day, he loaded one of his largest batteaux 
with merchandize and ammunition, and dispatched it to M. 
PrerRE Ducueé pe BotsprianT at the ///inois. After he had 
rested himself, he visited the lands on the borders of the little 
Natchez River (St. Catherine’s), where he located his concession, 
and erected a large dwelling-house. The land was about 3 
league trom /crt Rosalie, and extended into the prairies, which 


he ploughed up, and sowed with French wheat. He afterwards 
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erected a grist-mill, a forge, and machine shops, to manufac- 
ture arms and agricultural implements. He allowed M. ve 
\MIoNTPLAISIR to locate himself also on land about a league from 
his own, for the purpose of planting tobacco, which succeeded 
admirably after the first year. On their route up the river, they 
met with M. pe ra Harpe, who was descending the Adississippi 
from the Cadsdaquioux, on Red River, where he had been to 
establish his concession. He had previously visited this coun- 
try, in 1719, and built a fort on the right bank of Red River 
( Natchitoches), in latitude 33° 55’, as a sign of the jurisdiction of 
France, which he named Fort St. Louis de Carlorette. Having 
now nothing to fear from the Spaniards, he believed it to be to 
the interest of the Western Company to explore the country 
which had been pointed out to him, to the west and south- 
west, and, by this means to effect an entrance, by treating with 
the Indians, into New Mexico. He had visited the prin- 
cipal chiefs of the Heitans (southern Cymanches), Tankaways, 


Tachies, and Assinats,* who still lived in a state of nature, and 








* These tribes still ream over the prairies of Texas to this day. With the exception 
of the Dacotas or Sioux, the Comanches are the most numerous and troublesome in that 
State. They are divided into three grand divisions, or tribes, and are designated as 
the Tankaways, Yamparacks, and Comanches, and these are again divided into smaller 


>? 


bands. The division known as the “ Southern Comanches,” permanently reside in 
Texas, and live by hunting and plunder. Their range extends from the Red River to 
the Colorado, They number about fifteen hundred warriors, and are constantly in the 
saddle. They never remain in the same place more than a few days, but follow the 
buffalo, They generally kill them with a spear, which they throw with unerring aim. 
They are good horsemen, and select them, for their fleetness, from droves of wild 
horses, which cover the plains. They have tents made of neatly-dressed buffalo-skins, 
tashioned in the form of a cone, sufficiently large to accommodate fifty or sixty persons. 
When they stop, they pitch them in exact order, so as to form squares and streets, 


which have the appearance of a town. 
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by hunting, used the buffalo-skin for a covering. In general, 
he found them much more athletic and better formed than those 


tribes living on the Adississippr river. 


Their native language, in sound, differs from the language of any other nation, ane 
no one can easily learn to speak it. They have also a language of signs, by which 
they converse among themselves. They are also called Hietans, Fetans, and Padsuca:. 
A Comanche vocabulary has been collected by the Hon. J. R. Bartrett, also by J. 
CHISHOLM, a Cherokee, and by R. S. NerGusours. Colonel Marcy also collected 4 
vocabulary in his expedition to the Red River country. Dr. H. Bercuaus’ 6 Uber die 
Verwandtschaft der Schoschonen, Komantshen, und Apachen in: Physickalischer Atlas ; 
Geographisches Fahr buch,” 1851. 
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Cal AVP TER XVIik 


N the 3d of January, 1721, the ships La 

Gironde and La Volage arrived at Ship 
{sland with about three hundred persons 
for the concessions of M. Le Branc 


and Count ,BELLEVILLE, on the Yazoo 





River, and Mme. MeEziEereEs, on the 
Bay of St. Louis, and Mme. CHaumont, on Pascagoula Bay. 
On the 5th, the ship Za Baleine also arrived with a number of 
passengers, and eighty young women, who were sent over at the 
request of the directors, who thought it was impossible to make 
a solid establishment without them. They were selected by the 
bishop from one of the public institutions of Paris, and had been 
brought up and educated there from their childhood. They 
were placed .by him under the charge of three nuns—Sisters 
GERTRUDE, Louise, and BerGcere. Each one was provided 
with a marriage outfit, and was not to marry without the con- 
sent of Sister GerrRuDE. Ina short time after their arrival, 
they were disposed of to good advantage, with a request from 
the colonists, that the company would continue their favors. 


On the 7th, the ship Seime arrived, with sixty persons, for the 


£925. 
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1721. concession of the Marquis D’ANCENIs, at the Houmas. A fe, 





days after, the governor dispatched M. pe ra Harps, in 3 


armed vessel, to the river AZadeline, with soldiers, workmen, 


merchandize, and provisions, to make a settlement, and build « 
fort on that river.* On arriving there, he found a large bod, 
. of natives entrenched on its banks, and opposed to his landing, 
although he assured them, through an interpreter, that he came 
there to be their friends. ‘They replied, that they were satished 


with their condition, and did not wish to make any alliance. 


At length, he prevailed upon some of them to go with him to 
| Biloxi, to see the governor, who made them some presents, and 
afterwards returned to their homes. 

On the 3d of February, the frigate La Mutine, commanded 
' 

by the Sieur DE Marrowng, arrived at Ship Jsland, with three 


hundred and forty-seven Swiss troops, who were distributed 


seereunnemeers 


\ among the different posts.t By this ship, M. pe BrENvILLe 
received a letter, which had been written by the Western Com- 
pany, on the 31st of October, 1720, informing him that “It 


was with regret they had heard of a disagreement between him 





* Probably the Sabine, which now divides the States of Texas and Louisiana. Sce 
* Carte de la Louisiane, 1712, dresse sur un grand nombre de Memoire par Guillaume «i 
PIsle de [? Academie Royale des Sciences,” in “ Historical Collections of Louisiana,” Vol. 
un. Philadelphia, 1850. 

f At this period, Louisiana was divided into nine civil and military posts, or dis- 
tricts, viz.: Biloxi, Mobile, Alibamons, Natchez, Yasos, Natchitoches, New Orleans, 
Arkansas, and Illinois, over which a commander and a judge was appointed, and three 
ecclesiastical districts. The first was entrusted to the Capuchins, and extended from 
the mouth of the Afississippi to the Illinois; the second, the Carmelites, whose juris- 
diction extended from Afobile to the Alibamons; and the third, to the Jesuits, whore 
jurisdiction extended over the immense territory washed by the OAso, Illinois, MLiss::- 


sippt, and its tributaries. 





ester 


38 FO ER. cB Y a to ine IO SEG TAR 




















beats 
ai avaaH Al 


‘i ar 





M belleteles ib cc arog 9 
Lm yor Ww Tt) “ersibl roe sive oaths meh th sf * yr a slseeov 


} | ti f. | 4 wait ; * } 7 
|. blind bos teaomriiiee « ra Aer S12hV0% peg nen 


‘ - r - . . ~*~ ‘ 
yo ( yet ¢£ T ._ me ot. Tt — we 5 
' Frias q > bet & > f fo) Te owas { } i rl 1% ‘ / .r) wna teri: tie. rya 
° f oc” [ ol 
be - 
| oe es ee ae lnad 2ti no badonawas eoviten 40 
: wtibos 441i OF Waa SP Le ea atiad dvi NO DON! - Cr viii 6¢ 
\ PADD 108 4 
o 
hi 
{ ; , o , ~ ~~ e ; : By dene! -~ ~@ j , sig 
é 4 ets iw iT wf] t : eid eile) (Tt © : a i 223 whi ‘ws Mit 
7 i » « { S st ree 
tS ; ; ; : 191TT 90 } <3 mon} 
“ 7 ' 
x: 
= 
¥ , “ ,_* ‘ 
- 4% ° oh Oe 
; : J { 4 3 : iO) : iz iv 
‘ 
\ * 
4 > 
Ww psi >} ) 1 is SA 
- ut : ; ny qhhd ghaws 
, * A* 
1h Si ie : is ~ ae 4 7 oh 
- 4 slo 
4 I DJL ites) SAFE WLS 
0 ie 5 yf 
H ‘ . + : , i Cc a4 > 
i : y eevee .* ‘ 2 ‘ ‘> wWita : 
‘ 
: vc) ' - « + % { 
- oT , i . . fy tk ) sn (a 
. > : . . - aise 7, | : 
7 print ; : i*} AF \ oY IIO 21D 
j ’ 
ti , ‘ 
" * rey 
4 a ; . : 4 sO iS : 4 wii tiie’ 
r j : ’ - - 4 
: j . 
~ *7 iJ 4 ( ‘ ‘ pe oe 
: ; P Z) re 
9 ; cig 7 , ; ae rc (eg 
4 ri : 
“ 
re { ‘ “ . 
¢ l nes 4 ‘ ; f \ 17 L tsi ¥ 2aw 
‘ . a= | - sy 5 
oo 
* iS ina ® 
5 t = pe P| : su 
a , ; t wh Gh: ” 
” wy) 2.9 malt be) , nn “Ay : oS O94 &1 TD xa 
y ’ . q ] * he 
1 nied » enolisallud) teataswtl’ oS sinha MIL: fig 
4 | 
Min * Sy) | Jj 
F : : 
i » j tI iV ‘f us i Vv as { é wT 
“s ‘ i z . 
; st ‘ yt Y% ¢ wei - % ae 1 seo ’ 
\ e . { 
: a3 phe 2D ine ‘ib 8 3 ut oat VOM LATENT kt aw Pee :! ni) org A ame : 
; . 4 : ‘ ; 
° * s . Lo a s r.. y. —- iM 
owl bebasees bee .enidoudeD ods of bonnes saw aot edT atonmelb leoteciesiongs 
- ’ a “ 4 
i y e< i . ‘ ‘ r f 
| ont sodw estilsansD odt ,brooes of) ¢vionilil ond oF TQqriR $47 10 aOR ods F 
‘ “a ‘ AL ‘ 4 _ L be , vs ° 
mull’ fo) 5 GO}O2 ,vUha? 3 \9 wit 3 ” ‘ae OT Ww aekls Mar, Hoos ary rib 
? é 
‘ L ’ 


“weld, gion ,othD otis ot oie vers Y729 sensinini ot yava bobnetxe aoixaitetwl " 
Z na as on 
tsirepudias uti bs vag oe 





9 











LOUISIANA AND FLORIDA. 159 


snd the director-general of the company, and that the King 
helieved him to be in fault. It was, however, contemplated to 
sppoint another director, which they hoped would prevent any 
‘uture disagreement in regard to the government of the prov- 
ince.” M. Le BLanc, minister-of-war, wrote him, also, at the 
same time, another letter of the same purport, which so cha- 
grined him, that he immediately wrote, in reply, that the condi- 
tion of the affairs of the province was not his fault, but he hoped 
the new appointment of a director would make everything work 
better. The governor also received news from France of the 
failure of the great financier and banker, JoHn Law, the comp- 
troller-general of finances of France, who had left the kingdom.* 

On the 14th of February, the frigate Adaréchal d@ Estrees 
arrived at Ship Island, with one hundred and seventy-five negro 


men, women, and children, from Africa, who were landed at 








* The failure of Law’s financial scheme fell heavily upon Louisiana. The rapid © 


rapansion of the circulating medium throughout the province during the first three 
sears of his banking operations in France, and the consequent sudden prostration of 
+t business in Louisiana, brought ruin upon the province, and checked its advance- 
“ent, The remote settlements in upper and lower Louisiana were, in a great meas- 
ete, deserted by the starving colonists, and, from time to time, they returned to 
trance, or made settlements nearer New Orleans. ‘The extensive grant of M. Law on 
‘se Arkansas River, principally settled by Germans, was soon deserted; and, to induce 
‘hem not to leave the province, land was allotted to them on both sides of the Adissis- 
Ppt above New Orleans, which, to this day, is known as the German Coast of Louisi- 
*sa. Concerning the modus operandi of Law's celebrated financial system, which 
‘tought ruin on France as well as Louisiana, as a whole, consult the works of Law; 
Vetot’s “ Reflexions politiques sur les finances et le commerce. Histoire du Systime des 
Fonances en 1719-1720; Louis Branc’s “¢ Histoire de la Revolution francaise,” Vol. 
» Book u, Chap. vir, which is an eloquent panegyric on the system and its author; 
\. Tuiers’ (the French historian) memoir of Law and the Mississippi bubble, which 


‘une-sided and partial; Forsonnats’ “ Recherches et considerations sur les finances des 


5 tance.” 





— | - 
Bt 3 


rat” Ce ior a ix vy 
‘ 
a 


perenne an 












+ —_ 


a: 
Ay wt 9195 a4 
- nite? ~ 
ae? 7 ial — 


vod ors Yo mpeun29 09 ons oF bsegor al 3 3 20%, afi 
ory ve Oelk cenid Siotw he nw 16 ieiddll and al ve “sa 


oc 


Ye IeVN bi wow boqorl yor ds vi 


a 


























> @ 
~ed3 O2 doidw ,noqivg sess 449 Yo 1995) Gott fone mi: re 

_" Te) eee 
~L j ; ; - { 37 ri ‘ 7 A a nib: STTts ni 14d tet. wid age 


oqod sd sud .slust eid ton aw sonivory SY Yo didi oft Yo min 


Inib & to srMmINOggs Won . 7 mf 


jo asonsall to laranag-rallgt a } 


> 


wth Ah | nag ody ,yrudst Yo dspt oft nO 


yvit- yey bowbnud sno doiw jbwelil qid@ 26 bavi 


notblids bre (2K0W (fda 
sr 


a 
a - 


“nid Ve sold AT * hy, 7 
@ el oft yiiaiunis ob we awlan ‘ 
, , : a oe > 

mh} on MPR ado ynistood sit to wm 
-59 KI i bool ‘ ' vigeod .eosivlood ai seomivwd 
a : wir : i | u al yes Ti si7 9D some of T 7 
© mtu .. is srrntd t -_ soles Tikal 3 acts td botraead 


wad Mi ; . ia ‘A inion ssinaliese sheen 20 ‘amare 
oe u aqiseing weil cmiaadih 9 
x nel ,sontvor silt veel of ) som ins! 
) ie) pyeh ohh op lvilw pind anh suds i4y ia 
inidtw sina le ewad to. Tawwiqye whoo only yainwsG0) — 


“ tinned e low g'4 mend so avian alge 
ie wl ) " SMELL lL. | cachaahyh " ee0r? 


oy bdied hia) vel eels ¢ rl lo tiemser (aed Amor dl ) tema 
é Plath 


r be be 
rene 


‘ 
aancnomaual | 





17.21. 





160 HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS OF 


Bilxi, and afterwards distributed among the concessions a: 
inhabitants of Mew Orleans. On the 17th, the frigate 7); 


cane, and, on the 234d, the frigate Le Duc de Maine arrived, wi: 


over six hundred negroes, which were distributed among ¢} 


concessionaires (grantees), and sent up the AZississippi river 1 
the concessions. M. pre PaucGer, the engineer, who h: 
returned from the mouth of the Adrssissippr river, reported thu: 
he had found a bar of soft mud across one of its mouths, whic! 
was formed by the meeting of the tide of the sea and current u: 
the river, which is here very sluggish, and proposed to establis!, 
a fort on the island,* at the Belize, where large ships could 
anchor in safety. 

M. Husert, desiring to resign his office and return to 
France, sold his concession (grant) of land at the Natchez to 
M. Dumaworr, who purchased it for M. Corts, and retainec 
the workmen upon it on the same terms paid by M. Husert. 
On the 24th of May, M. Ducué pve BorssRiaAnT, commandant 
at the //linois, wrote to M. pe BrienviLie, that he had been 
informed that three hundred Spaniards had left Santa Fe, New 
Mexico, for the purpose of driving the French out of Louisiana, 
but they were attacked by the Osage and Panis Indians, anc 
driven back to Santa Fe. On the 25th, the ships La Balein:, 
La Gironde, Le Duc de Maine, and ? Africaine, sailed for France. 
A number of passengers returned to France on the Balein:, 


among whom was Sister GERTRUDE, who was so much pleases 





* This island was called Toulouse, on which M, ve Brenvitte afterwards ordered + 
fort to be built, which is now about three miles from the mouth of the ALississipfs 


showing, in the last hundred and fifty years, a gradual encroachment of land upon © 


Gulf of Mexico. 
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with finding husbands for so many young women, that she 
promised those who could not obtain a wife, to return soon 
again on the same mission. * 

On the 15th of July, the frigate La Venus, commanded by 
M. Dumou ten, arrived at Ship Island, with M. Duveraier, 
director-general, M. pe ta Harpe, and M. pve La Grave, 
director of the concessions of M. rE Marquis pE MézieEreEs. 
She also brought the Cross of St. Louis for M. M. pe 
CHATEAUGUE and DE BolsBRIANT. 

It was, at this period, the author of these annals was attacked 
with inflammation of the eyes, and partially lost his sight, and, 
having tried every means to effect a cure, he was advised by the 
governor-general of the province, M. DE BIENVILLE, to go to 
France for medical treatment. He, accordingly, took his passage 
on board the ship Maréchal d’Estrees, and sailed for France on 


a 6th of October, 1721.7 


' 





* We do not hear of Sister GerTRupDE again; but an agreement was subsequently 
entered into with the Ursuline nuns of Paris, and the Company of the Indies, in 
1727, to come to New Orleans, to reside permanently, for a different purpose. They 
agreed to take charge of the Charity Hospital, and establish a convent for the instruc- 
tion of females. This ancient building was occupied for more than a century, when a 
more splendid and commodious convent was erected, three miles below the city, on 
the bank of the river, where every branch of female education is well taught. See 
First Series * Historical Collections,” Vol. 111, pp. 79-83. 

t As we hear no more of M. Penicaut after he arrived in France, it is probable 
that he died there under medical treatment. The ‘ Annals of Louisiana,” which he 
lett behind in manuscript, found its way into the King’s library, and is an important 
tecord of what took place in that country for more than twenty years after the arrival 
of the expedition of p’Ipervitte. CHARLEvoIx refers to it in his travels in New 
France as a work of merit, and affording him important information which he could 


not obtain elsewhere. 


21 ' 
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To all those who read these “Annals,” it will appear tha: 
Gop, in his wisdom, had designed Louisiana for the French, t. 
show forth the power of the holy Catholic religion, and to estab. 
lish a French empire in America, where the glory of his mos: 
Christian Majesty might be displayed. Gop was wearied with 
the exhibition of the unheard-of cruelties of the natives, which 
they inflicted on each other in their wars, and he wished tw 
place Christian rulers over them to arrest their wickedness. 
Since, therefore, we cannot but recognize the hand of Gop in 
what he has done in Louisiana, we will now close these ‘ An- 


nals” in the language of the prophet :— 


“Blessed be the name of the Hord our Gor 
who alone fas Done all these wonderful works; 
map his name be praised for cher and eher; and 
may the whole carth be filled with his Glory.” 
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Jistory 


OF THE 


FIRST ATTEMPT OF THE FRENCH 
( The Huguenots) 


TO 


CoLonizE THE NeEwty DiscovErED COUNTRY OF 


“PE ORT DA. 


By RENE foe OO.N NER EF. 





INTRODUCTION. 


HAT part of the earth which we, at this 
day, call the fourth part of the world, in 
America, is rather the West Indies, was 
unknown unto our ancestors, by reason 


of the great distance thereof. In like 





manner, all the Western Islands and Fortunate Isles, were not 


discovered but by those of our age. Howbeit, there have been 





Note,—This “History of the First Attempt of the French (the Huguenots) to 
Colonize the Newly Discovered Country of Florida,’ was translated by Ricnarp 
Haxtuyt, in his quaint English, from a work entitled, “ Histoire notable de la Floride 


‘aee en Indes occidentales ; contenant les troys voyages faits icelles par certains capitaines 
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some which have said that they were discovered in the time «&: 





Aucustus Ca#sar, and that Vircir hath made mention, thereor, 
in the first book of his ‘* Aineid,” when he saith, ‘there ts @ lan. 
beyond the stars, and the course of the year and of the sun, wher 
Atlas, the porter of heaven, sustaineth the pole upon his shoulders.” 
Nevertheless, it is easy to judge that he meaneth not to speak 
of this land, whereof no man is found to have written before his 
time, neither yet above a thousand years after. CHRISTOPHER 
Coton did first light upon this land in the year 1492; and, tive 
years after, AMERICUS went thither, by the command of the 
King of Castile, and gave unto it his own name, whereupon, 
afterward, it was called America.* This man was very well 


seen in the art of navigation and in astronomy, whereby he 








et pilotes Francois descrits par le Capitaine RENE LaAuDONNIERE, gui y a command: 
Pespace d'un an troys moys; a laquelle a esté adjouste un quatriéme voyage par !e 
Capitaine Gourcues. Mise en lumiere par Martine Basanier.” Paris, 1586. 
“The translation of this history into English,” says the old chronicler and anti- 
quarian, ANTHONY Woop, author of “ Historia et Antiquitates Universitatis Oxoniensis,” 
‘¢is an honor to the realm of England, because, possibly, many ports and islands in 
America that are bare and barren, and only bear a name for the present, may prove 
rich places in future time.” 

If the old antiquarian could now but throw off the cerements of the grave, and 
behold the forty millions of prosperous and independent people of different races whu 
fill the sea-ports, islands, cities, towns, and country, from the Atlantic to the Pacific 
shores of the North American continent, he might, indeed, claim the credit of 
being a prophet, which no one would dispute. 

* The first land discovered by CuristopHer CoLumBus, in 1492, was the Island of 
San Salvador (Guanahant), one of the West India group. It was not until his third 
voyage, in 1498, that he discovered the main-land of the continent of South America, 
one year after the Cagors had coasted the shores of the North American continent, and 
explored Newfoundland. In 1501, Americus Vespucius discovered the main-land of 
the South American continent, and, in 1512, Juan Ponce pe Leon discovered 
Florida, which he took possession of in the name of the Castilian sovereigns. See 


Gomara’s “ Hist, de las Indias Occidentales,’’ Chap. 45, p. 32. 
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LOUISIANA AND FLORIDA. 


discovered, in his time, many lands unknown unto the ancient 


geographers. ‘This country is named, by some, the land of | 


Brazil, and the land of Parots. It stretcheth itself, according 
unto PosTELL, from the one pole to the other, saving at the 
Straits of Magellan, whereunto it reacheth fifty-three degrees 
beyond the Equator. . 

I will divide it, for the better understanding, into three prin- 
cipal parts; that which is toward the pole, Artic, or the north is 
called New France, because, that in the year 1524, JOHN VER- 
RAZZANO, a Florentine, was sent, by King Francis I, and by 
Madam the Regent, his mother, unto these new regions, where 
he went on land and discovered all the coast which is from the 
Tropic of Cancer, to wit: from the eight-and-twentieth unto 
the fiftieth degree, and farther unto the north. He planted, in 
this country, the ensigns and arms of the King of France; so 
that the Spaniards themselves, which were there afterward, have 
named this country Terra Francesca. ‘The same then extendeth 
itself in latitude from the twenty-fifth degree unto the fifty- 
fourth, toward the north, and in longitude from 210 unto 330. 
The eastern part, thereof, is called, by the late writers, ‘‘ The 


> 


land of Norumbega,” which beginneth at the Bay of Gama, 
which separateth it from the Jsle of Canada, whither JAcQuEs 
CarTieR sailed the year 1535. About the which there are 
many islands, among which is that which is named Terra de 
Labrador, stretching toward Greenland. In the western part, 
there are many known countries, as the regions of Quivira, 


Civela, Astatlan, and Terlichichmici. The southern part is called 


Florida, because it was discovered on Palm-Sunday, which the 
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unknown. 


2 


The second part of all America is called New Spain. | 


extendeth from the Tropic of Cancer, in twenty-three degree. 


and a half, unto the ninth degree. In the same is situated th. 


city of Themistitan; and it hath many regions, and many islanc. 


adjoined unto it, which are called the Antilles, whereof the mos: 


famous and renowned are Hispaniola and [sabella, with an infinit: 
number of others. All this land, together with the Bay o: 
Mexico, and all the islands aforesaid, have not in longitude pas: 
seventy degrees, to wit: from the two hundred and fortieth unto 
three hundred and ten; it is also long and narrow, as Italy. 

The third part of America is called Peru. It is very great, 
and extendeth itself in latitude from the tenth degree unto the 
fifty-third, beyond the Equator, to wit, as I have before said, 
unto the Straits of Magellan. It is made in fashion like an 
egg, and is very well known upon all sides. The part where 
it is largest hath three-score degrees, and from thence it waxeth 
narrower and narrower toward both the ends. In one part ov! 
this land, VILLEGAGNon planted right under the Tropic of Cap- 
ricorn, and he called it France-Antarctic, because it draweth 
toward the Antarctic, as our France doth to the Arctic. 

New France is almost as great as all our Europe. Howbeit, 
the most known and inhabited part thereof is Florida, whithe: 
many Frenchmen have made divers voyages at sundry times, 
insomuch that now it is the best known country which is in ail 
this part of New France. The cape, thereof, is, as it were, : 


long head of land, stretching out into the sea an hundred 


Spaniards call Pascha Florida. The northern part is altogethe: 


i! 
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leagues, and runneth directly toward the south. It hath, right 
over against it, five-and-twenty leagues distant, the /s/e of Cuba, 
otherwise called /sabe/la; toward the east, the Jsles of Bahama 
and Lucaya, and, toward the west, the Bay of Mexico. The 
country is flat, and divided with divers rivers, and, therefore, 
moist, and is sandy toward the sea shore. here groweth, in 
those parts, great quantity of pine trees, which have no kernels 
in the apples which they bear. Their woods are full of oak, 
walnuts, black cherry trees, mulberry trees, lentisks and chest- 
nut trees, which are more wild than those in France. There is 
great store of ceders, cypresses, bays, palm trees, hollys, and 
wild vines, which climb up along the trees, and bear good 
grapes. There is a kind of medlars, the finest whereof is better 
than that of France, and bigger. There are also plum trees, 
which bear very fair fruit, but, such as is, not very good. There 
are raspasses, and a little berry, which we call among us, blues, 
which are very good to eat. There grow, in that country, a 
kind of root, which they call, in their language, basez, whereof, 
in necessity, they make bread. There is also there the tree 
called esgume, which is very good against the small-pox, and 
other contagious diseases. The beasts best known in this coun- 
try are—stags, hinds, goats, deer, leopards, dunces, lucerns, 
divers sorts of wolves, wild dogs, hares, cunnies, and a certain 
kind of beast that differeth little from the lion of Africa. The 
towls are—turkeycocks, partridges, parrots, pigeons, ringdoves, 
turtles, blackbirds, crows, tarcels, falcons, layuerds, herons, 
Cranes, storks, wild geese, malards, cormorants, hernshaws— 


white, red, black, and gray—and an infinite sort of all wild fowl. 
22 
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There is such abundance of crocodiles, that oftentimes, in swim- 


ming, men are assailed by them; of serpents, there are man, 


sorts. There is found, among the savages, good quantity ot 
gold and silver, which is gotten out of the ships that are lost 
upon the coast, as I have understood by the savages themselves. 
They use traffic, thereof, one with another. And that which 
maketh me the rather believe it, is, that on the coast toward the 
cape, where commonly the ships are cast away, there is more 
store of silver than towards the north. Nevertheless, they say, 
that in the mountains of /ppalatcy, there are mines of copper, 
which I think to be gold. ‘There is, also, in this country, great 
store of grains and herbs, whereof might be made excellent 
good dyes, and paintings of all kind of colors ; and, in truth, the 
Indians, which take pleasure in painting of their skins, know 
very well how to use the same. The men are of an olive 
color, of great stature, fair, without any deformity, and well- 
proportioned. ‘They cover their privities with the skin of a 
stag, well dressed. [he most part of them have their bodies, 
arms, and thighs, painted with very fair devices, the painting 
whereof can never be taken away, because the same is pricked 
into their flesh. ‘Their hair is very black, and reacheth even 
down to their hips; howbeit, they truss it up after a fashion that 
becometh them very well. They are great dissemblers and 
traitors, valiant of their persons, and fight very well. They 
have none other weapons but their bows and arrows. They 
make the string of their bow of the gut of the stag, or of a 
stag’s skin, which they know how to dress as well as any man 


in France, and with as different sorts of colors. They head 
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their arrows with the teeth of fishes and stone, which they work 
very finely and handsomely. ‘They exercise their young men 
to run well, and they make a game, among themselves, which 
he winneth that hath the longest breath. “They also exercise 
themselves much in shooting; they play at the ball in this man- 
ner: they set up a tree in the midst of a place, which is eight 
or nine fathoms high, in the top whereof there is set a square 
mat, made of reeds, or bullrushes, which whosoever hitteth in 
playing thereat winneth the game. ‘They take great pleasure 
in hunting and fishing. The kings of the country make war, 
one against another, which is not executed but by surprise, and 
they kill all the men they can take; afterwards, they cut off 
their heads, to have their hair, which, returning home, they carry 
away, to make thereof their triumph when they come to their 
houses. They save the women and children, and nourish them, 
and keep them always with them. Being returned home from 
the war, they assemble all their subjects, and, for joy, three 
days and three nights, they make good cheer, they dance and 
sing; likewise, they make the most ancient women of the coun- 
try to dance, holding the hairs of their enemies in their hands, 
and, in dancing, they sing praises to the sun, ascribing unto 
him the honor of the victory. They have no knowledge of 
God, nor of any religion, saving of that which they see, as the 
sun and the moon. They have their priests, to whom they give 
great credit, because they are great magicians, great soothsayers, 
and callers upon devils. These priests serve them instead of 
physicians and chirurgians; they carry always about it them 


4 bag full of herbs and drugs, to cure the sick diseased, which, 
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1562. forthe most part, are sick of the pox, so they love women ani 
-maidens exceedingly, which they call the daughters of the Sun, 
and some of them are sodomites. “They marry, and every onc 
hath his wife, and it is lawful for the king to have two or three, 
yet none but the first is honored and acknowledged for queen, 
and none but the children of the first wife inherit the goods and 
authority of the father. The women do all the business at 
home. They keep not house with them after they know they 
be with child. And they eat not of that which they touch as 
long as they have their Howers. ‘There are, in all this country, 
many hermaphrodites, which take al] the greatest pain, and bear 
the victuals when they go to war. They paint their faces 
much, and stick their hair full of feathers, or down, that they 
may seem more terrible. “Che victuals, which they carry with 
‘them, are of bread, of honey, and of meal, made of maize, 
parched in the fire, which they keep without being marred a 
long while. They carry, also, sometimes fish, which they cause 
| to be dressed in the smoke. In necessity, they eat a thousand 
rifraffs, even to the swallowing down of coal, and putting sand 

into the pottage that they make with the meal. 

When they go to war, their king marcheth first, with a club 
in one hand, and his bow in the other, with his quiver full of 
arrows. While they fight, they make great cries and exclama- 
‘ions. They take no enterprize in hand, but first they assemble 
oftentimes their council together, and they take very good 
gi adaewacis before they grow to a resolution. They meet 
together every morning in a great common house, whither their 


king repaireth, and setteth him down upon a seat, which !s 
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..sher than the seats of the others; where all of them, one after 1562. 





-sother, come and salute him; and the most ancient begin their | 
salutations, lifting up both their hands twice as high as their 
tace, saying, ‘* Ha, he, ba!” and the rest answer, ‘S 4h, ab!” 
\, soon as they have done their salutation, every man sitteth 
hm down upon the seats which are round about in the 
house. If there be anything to entreat of, the king calleth the 
fswas, that is to say, their priests and the most ancient men, 
and asketh them their advice. Afterward, he commandeth cas- 
vne to be brewed, which is a drink made of the leaves of a 
certain tree. They drink this cassime very hot; he drinketh 
nrst, then he causeth to be given thereof to all of them, one 
atter another, in the same bowl, which holdeth well a quart- 
measure of Paris. They make so great account of this drink, 


‘hat no man may taste thereof, in this assembly, unless he hath 





made proof of his valor in the war. Moreover, this drink hath 
such a virtue, that, as soon as they have drank it, they become 
sl in a sweat, which sweats being fast, it taketh away hunger 
snd thirst for twenty four-hours after. When a king dieth, 
‘hey bury him very solemnly, and, upon his grave, they set the 
up wherein he was wont to drink; and round about the said 
“fave, they stick many arrows, and weep and fast three days 
together, without ceasing. All the kings which were his 
‘sends make the like mourning; and, in token of the love 
shich they bare him, they cut off more than the one half of 
‘heir hair, as well men as women. During the space of six 
Noons (so they reckon their months), there are certain women 


‘ppointed which bewail the death of this king, crying, with a 
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1562. loud voice, thrice a day, to wit: in the morning 


g, at noon, and 3: 








evening. All the goods of this king are put into hjs house, an, 
afterwards, they set it on fire, so that nothing is ever more atte: 
to be seen. ‘The like is done with the goods of the priests; and, 
besides, they bury the bodies of their priests in their houses, anc 
then they set them on fire. They sow their maize twice « 
year, to wit: in Marchand in June, and all in one and the same 
soil, The said maize, from the time that it is sowed until the 
time that it be ready to be gathered, is but three months on the 
ground; the other six months, they let the earth rest. They 
have also fine pumpkins, and very good beans. They never 
dung their land, only when they would sow; they set the weeds 
on fire, which grow up the six months, and burn them all. 
They dig their ground with an instrument of wood, which Is 
fashioned like a broad mattock, wherewith they dig their vines 
in France; they put two grains of maize together. When the 
land is to be sowed, the king commandeth one of his men to 
assemble his subjects every day to labor, during which labor the 
king causeth store of that drink to be made for them whereot 
we have spoken. At the time when the maize is gathered, it 's 
all carried into a common house, where it is distributed to every 
“man, according to his quality. They sow no more but that 
which they think will serve their turn for six months, and that 
very scarcely. For, during the winter, they retire themselves 
for three or four months in the year, into the woods, where 
they make little cottages of palm-boughs for their retreat, and 
live there of maste, of fish which they take, of disters, of stags, 


of turkeycocks, and other beasts which they take. They ext 
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which, in their language, they call bowcanet. They eat, will- 
ingly, the flesh of the crocodile; and, indeed, it is fair and white, 
and, were it not that it savored too much like musk, we would 
oftentimes have eaten thereof. They have a custom among 
them, that when they find themselves sick where they feel the 
pain, whereas we cause ourselves to be let blood, their physi- 
cians suck them until they make the blood follow. The women 
are, likewise, of good proportion, tall, and of the same color 
that the men be of, painted as the men be; howbeit, when they 
are home, they be not so much of an olive color, and are far 
whiter. For the chief cause that maketh them to be of this 
color proceeds of annointings of oil which they use among 
them; and they do it for a certain ceremony which I could not 
learn, and because of the sun which shineth hot upon their 
bodies. The agility of the women is so great, that they can 
swim over the great rivers, bearing their children upon one of 
their arms. They climb up, also, very nimbly upon the highest 
trees in the country. 

Behold, in brief, the description of the country, with the nature 
ind customs of the inhabitants, which I was very willing to write, 
tefare I entered any further into the discourse of my history, to the 
cnd, that the readers might be better prepared to understand that 


which I man, hereafter, to entreat of. 


1562. 


,/l their meat broiled on the coals, and dressed in the smoke, . 
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| FLORIDA. 


By. RAN Bo L.AU DONNIE RE. 


omar te eT 


S"AA| aspard de Coligqny,* My Lord Ad- 1562. 


miral of Chastillon, a nobleman more 





desirous of the public than of his private 
benefit, understanding the pleasure of - 
the King, his prince, which was to dis- 
cover new and strange countries, caused 
vessels, fit for his purpose, to be made ready, with all diligence, 


and men to be levied meet for such an enterprize; among 





: z 
* Gasparp pe Co.1cny, Admiral of France, and one of the high officers of the 
Crown, in the reign of Cuartes IX, was born at Chastillon sur Loing, on the 16th of 
February, 1516. At the death of Henry II, he espoused the cause of the Calvinists 


‘gainst the Guises, who represented the Roman Catholics of France; and, during the 
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whom he chose Capt. JoHN RiIBAULT, a man, in truth, expert in 





sea causes; which, having received his charge, set himself to sea 
the year 1562, the 18th of February, accompanied only with 
two of the King’s ships, but so well furnished with gentlemen 


(of whose number I myself was one), and with old soldiers, that 


he had means to achieve some notable thing, and worthy of 


eternal memory. Having, therefore, sailed two months, never 
holding the usual course of the Spaniards, he arrived in Florida, 


landing near a cape or promontory, which is no high land, be- 


religious civil war that drenched that country in blood, he distinguished himself as an 
able commander in the battles of Dreux, St. Denis, Farnac, and Montcontour. Peace, 
at last, having put an end to the war, and anxious to settle the disputes between the 
Roman Catholics and the Calvinists (Huguenots), he presented a petition to the 
French monarch in behalf of the oppressed Calvinists, and obtained permission from 
him to plant a colony of them in Florida. He, accordingly, ordered an expedition ot 
two ships to be fitted out, at the expense of the Crown, and gave the command of it 
to Joun Rrsavtt, a distinguished officer of the marine. 

Accompanied by M. LauponnirrE—the historian of the expedition—and several ot 
the young nobility of France, he set sail for Florida on the 18th of February, 1562, 
and arrived there in May. He was hailed with pleasure by the natives, took posses- 


sion of the country, and planted a colony. Coricny now appeared at Court, and wa: 


regarded as the great peace-maker between the Catholics and the Protestants (Hugue- 
nots). The King, however, under the guise of great friendship, praised and flattere< 
him, but, at the same time, perfidiously planned to have him assassinated, and secret!) 
proposed to the Duke of Guise to have all the Calvinists in France massacred. 
Coricny was the first who fell on the fatal day of St. Bartholomew, 24th of August, 
1572. He was killed by a hired assassin, in his own house, his head cut off, and hs: 
body thrown out of the window into the court below, where it was insulted by the 
populace. His head was sent by CaTHERine pe Mepicis, the Queen-mother, as 3 
present to the Roman Pontiff, who approved of the massacre of the Protestants, anJ 
ordered a painting of itto be executed and hung up in the Vatican, over which the exu!- 
tation was immense. Medals, representing the massacre, were struck off, and distr 
buted among the populace, and sent to the courts of Europe. . One of them represente* 
Religion, placing a crown on the head of the King of France, who leaned upon + 
rudder-head, trampling heresy under foot, with this legend : “ Ob wicies centena mili 


Calvinianorum ad ecclesiam revocata MDCLXXXV.” 
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cause the coast is al] flat, but only rising, by reason of the high 





woods, which, at his arrival, he called Cape Francis, in honor of 
our France. This cape is distant from the Equator about thirty 
degrees. Coasting from this place towards the north, he dis- 
covered a very fair and great river, which gave him occasion to 
cast anchor, that he might search the same the next day, very 
early in the morning; which, being done by the break of day, 
accompanied with Capt. FiquinvILLE, and divers other soldiers 
of his ship, he was no sooner arrived on the brink of the shore, 
but straight he perceived many Indians, men and women, which 
came of purpose to that place, to receive the Frenchmen with 
all gentleness and amity, as they well declared by the oration 
which their king made, and the presents of chamois-skins 
wherewith he honored our captain, who, the day following, 
caused a pillar of hard stone to be planted within the said river, 
and not far from the mouth of the same, upon a little sandy 


knappe, in which’ pillar the arms of France were carved and 


engraved.* This being done, he embarked himself again, to the 


end always to discover the coast toward the north, which was 
his chief desire. After he had sailed a certain time, he crossed 
once to the other side of the river, and then, in the presence of 
certain Indians, which of purpose did attend him, he commanded 
his men to make their prayers, to give thanks to God, for that 
of his grace he had conducted the French nation unto these 


strange places without any. danger at all. The prayers being 


* After a most diligent search—made by American antiquarians—for this engraved 
pillar, planted upon a hillock, at the mouth of the river Afay, it has not been found, 


lt is probable that it was removed or destroyed by the Spaniards. 


1562. 
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ended, the Indians, which were very attentive to harken unt, 
them, thinking, in my judgment, that we worshipped the sun, 
because we always had our eyes lifted up toward heaven, rose 
all up, and came to salute’ the captain (JoHN RIBAULT), promis- 
ing to show him their king, which rose not up as they did, bur 
remained still sitting upon green leaves of bay and palm trees, 
toward whom the captain went and sat down by him, and heard 
him make a long discourse, but with no great pleasure, because 
he could not understand his language, and much less his mean- 
ing. The king gave our captain, at his departure, a plume, or 
fan, of hernshaw feathers, dyed red, and a basket made of palm- 
boughs, after the Indian fashion, and wrought very artificially, 
and a great skin painted and drawn throughout with pictures otf 
divers wild beasts—so lively drawn and portrayed, that nothing 
lacked but life. The captain, to show himself not unthanktful, 
gave him pretty tin bracelets, a cutting-hook, a looking-glass, 
and certain knives, whereupon the king showed himself to be 
very glad, and fully contented. 

Having spent the most part of the day with these Indians, the 
captain embarked himself to pass over to the other side of the 
river, whereat the king seemed to be very sorry. Nevertheless, 
not being able to stay us, he commanded that, with all diligence, 
they should take fish for us, which they did with all speed; 
for being entered into their weares, or inclosures, made ot 
reeds, and framed in the fashion of a labyrinth, or maze, they 
loaded us with trout, great mullets, plaice, turbots, and mar- 
vellous store of other sorts of fishes, altogether different from 


ours. This done, we entered into our boats, and went toward 
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the other shore; but, before we came to the shore, we were 
saluted with a number of other Indians, which, entering into the 
water to their armpits, brought us many little baskets full of 
maize, and goodly mulberries, both red and white. Others 
offered themselves to bear us on shore, where, being landed, we 
perceived their king, sitting upon a place dressed with boughs, 
and under a little arbor of cedars and bay trees, somewhat 
distant from the water side. He was accompanied with two of 
his sons, which were exceeding fair and strong, and with a troop 
of Indians, who had all their bows and arrows in marvellous 
good order. His two sons received our captain very graciously ; 
but the king, their father, representing—I wot not what kind of 
gravity—did nothing but shake his head a little; then the captain 
went forward to salute him, and, without any other moving of 
himself, he retained so constant a kind of gravity, that he made 
it seem unto us that, by good and lawful right, he bare the title 
of king. Our captain knowing not what to judge of this man’s 
behavior, thought he was jealous because we went first unto 
the other king, or else, that he was not well pleased with the 
pillar, or column, which he had planted. While thus he knew 
not what hereof to think, our captain showed him, by signs, 
that he was come from a far country to seek him, to let him 
understand the amity which he was desirous to have with them; 
for the better confirmation whereof, he drew out of a budget 
certain trifles, as certain bracelets, covered, as it were, with 
silver and gold, which he presented him withal, and gave his 
sons certain other trifles, whereupon the king began, very lov- 


ingly, to entreat both our captain and us; and, after these gentle 
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entertainments, we went ourselves into the woods, hoping the: 





to discover some singularities, where were great store of mu! 
berry trees, white and red, on the tops whereof there was 2; 
infinite number of silk-worms. Following our way, we discov- 
ered a fair and great meadow, divided, notwithstanding, with 
divers marshes, which constrained us, by reason of the wate: 
which environed it about, to return back again toward the river 
side. Finding not the king there, which by this time was gonc 
home to his house, we entered into our boats, and sailed toward 
our ships, where, after we arrived, we called this river the 
River of May, because we discovered it the first day of the said 
month. 

Soon after we returned to our ships, we weighed anchor, and 
hoisted our sails, to discover the coast further forward, along the 
which we discovered another fair river, which the captain him- 
self was minded to search out, and having searched it out with 
the king and inhabitants thereof, he named it Sezme, because it is 
very like unto the river of See, in France. From this river, 

‘we returned unto our ships, where, being arrived, we trimmed 
our sails to sail further toward the north, and to descry_the 
singularities of the coast. But we had not sailed any great way 
before we discovered another very fair river, which caused us to 
cast anchor over against it, and to trim our two boats to go to 
search it out. We found there an isle, and a king no less 
affable than the rest; afterward, we named this river, Soe. 
From thence we sailed about six leagues, after we discovered 


another river, which, after we had viewed, was named by us by 


the name of Lire; and, consequently, we there discevered five 
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others, whereof the first was named Charente; the second, Gar- 


sine; the third, Grronde; the fourth, Belle; the fifth, Grande*— 





which, being very well discovered, with such things’ as were in 

them, by this time in less than the space of three-score leagues, 

we had found out many singularities along nine rivers. Never- 

theless, not fully satisfied, we sailed yet further toward the 

north, following the course that might bring us to the River 

of Jordan, one of the fairest of the rivers of the north, and, hold- 
ing our wonted course, great fogs and tempests came upon us, 

which constrained us to leave the coast, to bear toward the 
main sea, which was the cause that we lost the sights of our 
pinnaces a whole day and a night, until the next day, in the 
morning, which time the weather being fair and the sea calm, 
we discovered a river, which we called Bellevoir. After we had 
sailed three or four leagues, we began to espy our pinnaces, 
which came straight toward us, and, at their arrival, they 
reported to the captain, that, while the foul weather and fogs 
endured, they harbored themselves in a mighty river, which, in 
bigness and beauty, exceeded the former; wherewithal the cap- 
tain was exceeding joyful, for his chief desire was to find out an 
haven to harbor his ships, and there to refresh ourselves awhile. 
Thus, making thitherward, we arrived athwart the same river 


(which, because of the fairness and largeness thereof, we named 


* The rivers discovered by Rrpautt, in Florida, and named by him because of their 
resemblance to the rivers in France, correspond with those known to us at the present 
éayin American geography, viz. :—May, to the St. ‘fohns (the St..-Matheo of the Span- 
rds); Loire, to the dltamaha; Cuarante, to the Newport; GARONNE, to the 
Ovechee ; Girone, to the Savanna; Bettevorr, to the May, in South Carolina; 


Granpg, to the Broad; Jorvan, to the Combahee ; Port Rovat, to Port Royal. 
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1562. Port Royal), struck our sails, and cast anchor at ten fathom, 


of water; for the depth is such, namely, when the sea beginneth 
to flow, that the greatest ships of France, yea, the argosses o: 
Venice, may enter in there. Having cast anchor, the captain, 
with his soldiers, went on shore, and he himself went first on 
land, where we found the place as pleasant as was possible; for 
it was all covered over with mighty high oaks, and infinite store 
of cedars, and with lentiskes growing underneath them, smell- 
ing so sweetly, that the very fragrant odor only made the place 
to seem exceeding pleasant. As we passed through these 
woods, we saw nothing but turkeycocks flying in the forests, 
partridges, gray and red, little different from ours, but chiefly 
in bigness. We heard, also, within the woods, the voices of 
stags, of bears, of lucernes, of leopards, and divers other sorts 
of beasts unknown to us. Being delighted with this place, we 
set ourselves to fishing with nets, and we caught such a number 
of fish that it was wonderful; and, amongst others, we took 2 
certain kind of fish, which we call sallicogues, which were no less 
than crevisses, so that two draughts of the net were sufficient to 
feed all the company of our two ships for a whole day. The 
river, at the mouth, thereof, from cape to cape, is no less than 
three French leagues broad; it is divided into two great arms, 
whereof the one runneth toward the west, and the other toward 
the north, and, I believe, in my judgment, that the arm which 
stretcheth toward the north runneth up into the country as far 
as the river Jordan ; the other arm runneth into the sea, as it 
was known and understood by those of our company which 


were left behind to dwell in this place. These two arms are 
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two great leagues broad, and, in the midst of them, there isan 1562. 





isle, which is pointed towards the opening of the great river, in 
which island there are infinite numbers of all sorts of strange 
beasts. There are simples growing there of so rare properties, 
and in so great quantity, that it is an excellent thing to behold 
them. On every side, there is nothing to be seen but palm 
trees, and other sorts of trees, bearing blossoms and fruits of 
very rare shape, and very good smell. But, seeing the evening 
approach, and that the captain determined to return unto the 
ships, we prayed him to suffer us to pass the night in this place. 
In our absence, the pilots and these mariners advised the captain 
that it was needful to bring the ships further up within the river, 
to avoid the dangers of the winds which might annoy us, by 
reason of our being so near to the mouth of the river, and, for 
this cause, the captain sent for us. Being come to our ships, 
we sailed three leagues further up within the river, and there we 
cast anchor. A little while after, Joun RrBauLT, accompanied 
with a good number of soldiers, embarked himself, desirous to 
sail further up into the arm that runneth toward the west, and 
to search the commodities of the place. Having sailed twelve 
leagues at the least, we perceived a troop of Indians, which, as 
soon as ever they espied the pinnaces, were so afraid that they 
Hed into the woods, leaving behind them a young lucerne which 
they were turning upon a spit, for which cause the place was 
called Cape Lucerne. Proceeding forth on our way, we found 
another arm of the river, which ran towards the east, by which 
the captain determined to sail, and to leave the great current. 


A little while after, they began to espy divers other Indians, 
24. 
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both men and women, half hidden within the woods, who, 
knowing not that we were such as desired their friendship, were 
dismayed at first, but, soon after, were emboldened, for the 
captain caused store of merchandize to be showed them openly, 
whereby they knew that we meant nothing but well unto them; 
and then they made a sign that we should come on land, which 
we would not refuse. At our coming on shore, divers of them 
came to salute our general, according to their barbarous fashion. 


Some of them gave him skins of chamois; others, little baskets 


made of palm-leaves; some presented him with pearls, but no 


great number. Afterwards, they went about to make an arbor, 
to defend us, in that place, from the parching heat of the 
sun. But we would not stay as then, wherefore the captain 
thanked them much for their good will, and gave presents to 
each of them, wherewith he pleased them so well before he 
went thence, that his sudden departure was nothing pleasant 
unto them. For, knowing him to be so liberal, they would 
have wished him to have stayed a little longer, seeking by all 
means to give occasion to stay, showing him, by signs, that he 
should stay but that dav only, and that they desired to advise 
a great Indian lord, which had pearls in great abundance, and 
silver also, all which things should be given unto him at the 
king’s arrival; saying, further, that, in the meantime, while that 
this great lord came thither, they would lead him to their 
houses, and show him there a thousand pleasures in shooting; 
and seeing the stag killed, therefore, they prayed him not to deny 
them their request; notwithstanding, we returned to our ships, 


where, after we had been but one night, the captain, in the morn- 
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ing, commanded to put into the pinnace a pillar of hard stone, 
fashioned like a column, wherein the arms of the King of France 
were graven, to plant the same in the fairest place that he could 
tnd. This done, we embarked ourselves, and sailed three 
leagues towards the west, where we discovered a little river, up 
which we sailed so long, that, in the end, we found it returned 
into the great current, and, in his return, to make a little island, 
separated from the firm land, where we went on shore; and, dy 
commandment of the captain, because it was exceeding fair and 
pleasant, there we planted the pillar, upon a hillock, open round atout 
to the view, and environed with a lake, half a fathom deep, of very 
god and sweet water. In which island we saw two stags, of 
exceeding bigness, in respect of those which we had seen before, 
which we might easily have killed with our harquebuses, if the 
captain had not forbidden us, moved with the singular fairness 
and bigness of them; but, before our departure, we named the 
little river which environed this isle, the River of Liborne. 
Afterward, we embarked ourselves to search another isle, not 
far distant from the former, wherein, after we had gone aland, 
we found nothing but tall cedars, the fairest that were seen in 
this country. For this cause, we called it the /s/e of Cedars, so 


we returned into our pinnace, to go towards our ships. 


1562. 
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Cb Aerie Roe fT: 


FEW days afterwards, Joun Ripauti 
determined to return once again towards 
the Indians which inhabited the arm or 
the river which runneth towards the 


west, and to bring with him good store 





of soldiers ; for his meaning was to take two Indians of this place 
to bring them into France, as the Queen had commanded him. 
With this deliberation, we again took our former course, so far 
north, that, at the last we came to the self-same place where at 
the first we found the Indians; from thence, we took two 
Indians, by the permission of the king, who, thinking they 
were more favored than the rest, thought themselves very happy 
to stay with us. But, these two Indians seeing we made no show 
at all that we would go on land, but rather that we followed 
the midst of the current, began to be somewhat offended, and 
would, by force, have leaped into the water; for they are so 
good swimmers, that immediately they would have gotten into 
the forests. Nevertheless, being acquainted with their humor, 
we watched them narrowly, and sought, by all means, to appease 


them, which we could not by any means do for that time, 
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though we offered them things which they much esteemed, 
which things they disdained to take, and gave back again what- 
soever was given them, thinking that such gifts should have 
anugether bound them, and that, in restoring them, they should 
be restored unto their liberty. In fine, perceiving that all they 
did availed them nothing, they prayed us to give them those 
things which they had restored, which we did incontinent. 
Then they approached, one toward the other, and began to sing, 
agreeing so sweetly together, that, in hearing their song, it 
seemed that they lamented the absence of their friends. They 
continued their songs all night, without ceasing ; all which time 
we were constrained to lie at anchor, by reason of the tide that 
was against us; but we hoisted sail the next day, very early in 
the morning, and returned to our ships. As soon as we were 
come to our ships, every one thought to gratify these two 


Indians, and to show them the best countenance that was pos- 


sible, to the intent that, by such courtesies, they might perceive 


the good desire and affection which we had to remain their 
friends in time to come. Then we offered them meat to eat, 
but they refused it, and made us understand that they were 
accustomed to wash their faces, and to stay until the sun were 
set before they did eat, which is a ceremony common to all the 
Indians of New France. Nevertheless, in the end, they were 
constrained to forget their superstitions, and to apply themselves 
to our nature, which was somewhat strange unto them at the 
first. They became, therefore, more jocand—every hour made 
us a thousand discourses, being marvellous sorry that we could 


not understand them, A few days after, they began to bear so 
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good will towards me, that, as I think, they would rather hay. 
perished with hunger and thirst than have taken their refectic: 
at any man’s hand but mine. Seeing this, their good will, | 
sought to learn some Indian words, and began to ask them 
questions, showing them the thing whereof I desired to know 
the name, how they called it. They were very glad to tell i: 
me ; and, knowing the desire that I had to learn their languaye, 
they encouraged me, afterward, to ask them anything; so thar, 
putting down in writing the words and phrases of the Indian 
speech, I was able to understand the greatest part of their dis- 
courses. Every day they did nothing but speak unto me of the 
desire that they had to use me well, if we returned unto thei 
houses, and cause me to receive all the pleasures that they could 
devise, as well in hunting as in seeing their very strange and 
superstitious Ceremonies at a certain feast, which they call Zev. 
—which feast they observe as strictly as we observe the Sunday. 
They gave me to understand that they would bring me to see 
the greatest lord of this country, which they called CuiGouLa, 
which exceedeth them in height (as they told me) a good foot 
anda half. They said unto me, that he dwelt within the land, 
in a very large place, and inclosed exceeding high, but I coulc 
not learn wherewith. And, as far as I can judge this place 


whereof they spake unto me, was a very fair city, for they sais 


unto me that, within the inclosure, there was a great store 0! 


houses, which were built very high, wherein there was un 
infinite number of men like unto themselves, which made none 


account of gold, of silver, nor of pearls, seeing they had therco! 


in abundance. I began, then, to show them all the parts of 
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heaven, to the intent to learn in which quarter they dwelt; and, 
straightway, one of them stretching out his hand, showed me 
that they dwelt toward the north, which makes me think that it 
was the river Yordan. And now, I remember, that, in the reign 
of the Emperor CHar.es V, certain Spaniards, inhabitants of St. 
Domingo, which made a voyage to get certain slaves to work in 
their mines, stole away, by subtlety, the inhabitants of this river, 
to the number of forty, thinking to carry them into their New 
Spain; but they lost their labor, for, in despite, they died all for 
hunger, saving one that was brought to the Emperor, which, a 
little while after, he caused to be baptized, and gave him his own 
name, and called him CHARLES OF CHIGOULA, because he spoke 
so much of this Lord of Cu1GouLa, whose subject he was; also, 
he reported continually, that CurGouLa made his abode within 
a very great inclosed city. Besides this proof, those which were 
left in the first voyage, have certified me, that the Indians 
showed them, by evident signs, that further within the land 
toward the north, there was a great inclosure, or city, where 
Cuicouta dwelt. After they had staid awhile in our ships, 
they began to be sorry, and still demanded of me when they 
should return. I made them understand that the captain’s will 
was to send them home again, but that first he would bestow 
apparel of them, which, a few days after, was delivered unto 
them. But, seeing he would not give them licence to depart, 
they resolved, with themselves, to steal away by night, and to 
get a little boat which we had, and, by the help of the tide, to 
‘ul home toward their dwellings, and by this means to save 


themselves, which thing they failed not to do, and put their 
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enterprise into execution, yet leaving behind them the appar: 


- which the captain had given them, and carrying away nothin: 


but that which was their own, showing well, hereby, that the, 
were not void of reason. The captain cared not greatly fi: 
their departure, considering they had not been used otherwis. 
than well, and that, therefore, they would not estrange them- 
selves from the Frenchmen. Captain RisBautt, therefore, 
knowing the singular fairness of this river, desired, by all means, 
to encourage some of his men to dwell there, well foreseeiny 
that this thing might be of great importance for the King’s 
service, and the relief of the commonwealth of France. There- 
fore, proceeding on with his intent, he commanded the anchors 
to be weighed, and to set things in order to return unto the 
opening of the river, to the end that, if the wind came fair, he 
might pass out to accomplish the rest of his meaning. When, 
therefore, we were come to the mouth of the river, he made 
them cast anchor, whereupon we stayed, without discovering 
anything all the rest of the day. The next day he commanded 
that all the men of his ship should come up on deck, say- 
ing, that he had somewhat to say untothem. They all came 
up, and immediately the captain began to speak unto them, in 
this manner :— 

“‘T think there is none of you that is ignorant of how great 
consequence this our enterprise is, and, also, how acceptable 1 
is unto our young King; therefore, my friends (as one desiring 
your honor and benefit), I would not fail to advise you all ot 
the exceeding goodhap which should fall to them, which, as 


men of valor and worthy courage, would make trial in this, ou! 
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frst discovery, of the benefits and commodities of this new 1562. 





iand, which should be, as [ assure myself, the greatest occasion 
that ever could happen unto them, to arise unto the title and 
degree of honor, and, for this cause, I was desirous to propose 
unto you, and set down before your eyes, the eternal memory 
which of right they deserve; to which, forgetting both their 
parents and their country, have had the courage to enterprise a 
thing of such importance, to which even kings themselves, 
understanding to be men aspiring to so high degree of magnan- 
imity and increase of their majesties, do not disdain so well to 
regard, that, afterwards employing them in matters of weight 
and high enterprise, they make their names immortal forever. 
Howbeit, I would not have you persuade yourselves, as many 
do, that you shall never have such good fortune, as not being 
known neither to the King nor to the princes of the realm; 
and, besides, descending of so poor a stock, that few, or none, 
of your parents, having ever made profession of arms, have been 
known unto the great estates. For, albeit, that, from my tender 
vears, I, myself, have applied all my industry to follow them, 
and have hazarded my life in so many dangers for the service of 
my prince, yet could I never attain thereto (not that [ did not 
deserve this title and degree of government), as I have seen it 
happen to many others, only because they descend of a noble 
race, since more regard is had of their birth than of their virtue. 
For, well I know, that if virtue were regarded, there would 
more be found worthy to deserve the title, and, by good right, 
to be named noble and valiant. I will, therefore, make suf- 


cient answer to such propositions and such things as you may 


25 


ar 


ow ripe 


= 





see 





yy ak ye 


2931 wee aie 
= gelRboip wenesyg ot al or: 
bag sls ody oot a 0 ee Sree Blues DV" 
220Q0% OF ruOTieeb sew 1 00> ata nie 
yromec lnniste sdy ovo wwoy sidisd awab 198 ar 
tisds riod gninsgiol .doifwear | ;ovisesh yoy adgin ‘ot 
& SeFigreine ©? sgeurod Sis bed svad (ytinwos isd) bas € 4a 
oviozmeds egnid nevs dordw 03 omKNOqmi foue Yo. wie 3 
“nangein io so1gob dgid oe 67 yntiiqas nem 5d oi gnibnszersbne - 
o2 Ilow oe mubeib ton ob ,esitesjain Yisds Yo Sess10ni bas simi 
iigiow lo exatem ni mod? gniyolqms ebicwiesie dans ibingy “3 
‘avsw) (amore? eoman siedy sem yods .sziaqisme dyid bow 
ynsini a sila sbauzteq voy avs son bluow I N oH 
yiisd 2on es ynunel booyg dove oveil aaven Mere uoY aa 
i mlesi sds Yo egonting sriy or 10m paial sda of todsisn | 
orton io ,wet id¥ ,dou% & Jooq o2 Yo gnibmsaesb 2ebiaed , 
nood ovarl zmis Yo doiesorg sham ve gnived 2ineieg Wwoy to 
tobias: yon mort sands gisdla gol .eseetas Indy on? omnw ¢ 


7 ST aie a WF 


Dae 
oe \‘ 

















i) 


we 

ona ae 
mot? wollot or yuewbal ym Ie beilqqn overt dlseyen -f eur } 

; to soivise of) rot aogerh yhem o8 i siil yo bobissed ovad bas ‘ 
ton bib 1 sedy son) ofstorls nists aoven I blued toy canting yt 
ti i992 oved 1 ee (ansent aisvog to se7gsb bas sivas esata ovraeh ‘a 
oidon 8 to brasexb yorls seunsed ylao siedto ynenmt oF ragged 
univ eds to aed) dnid tisdi Yo bed & bizge1 stom sonie 39 a 
bluow siory rbebirgs. 19" our tH tary word I oe 
Adgis boog yd ,bns .slsia oda sviee9b oF ydnow bavel od 31 
“tue sdsm stored: iliw I sasiley bar sidos 7 4, ot 


ysm woy es egnid? dove bos pees | sod Gt 
2s 


— 


1562. 





194 HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS OF 


object against me, laying before you the infinite examples whic: 
we have of the Romans, which, concerning the point of hon. 
were the first that triumphed over the world. For how man, 
find we among them, which, for their so valiant enterprises, n.: 
for the greatness of their parentage, have obtained the honor 
triumph. If we have recourse unto their ancestors, we shz.. 
find that their parents were of so mean condition, that, by labor. 
ing with their hands, they lived very basely. As the father u: 
7E.rus PERTINAX, which was a poor artisan, his grandfathe:, 
likewise, was a bondsman, as the histographers do witness; and. 
nevertheless, being moved with a valiant courage, he was 
nothing dismayed for all this, but rather desirous to aspire unt: 
high things. He began, with a brave stomach, to learn feats o: 
arms, and profited so well therein, that, from step to step, he 
became, at length, to be Emperor of the Romans. For all this 
dignity, he despised not his parents; but contrariwise, and, in 
remembrance of them, he caused his father’s shop to be covered 
with a fine wrought marble, to serve for an example to men 
descended of base and poor lineage, to give them occasion tv 
aspire unto high things, notwithstanding the meanness of their 
ancestors. I will not pass over in silence the prowess of the 
valiant and renowned AGATHOCLES, the son of a simple potter, 
and, yet forgetting the contemptible estate of his father, he se 
applied himself to virtue in his tender years, that, by the favo: 
of arms, he came to be King of Sicily, and, for all this title, he 
refused not to be counted the son of a potter. 

“© But, the more to eternize the memory of his parents, and ! 


make his name renowned, he commanded that he should be served 
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ste table in vessels of gold and silver, and others of earth; declaring, 
ereby, that the dignity wherein he was placed, came not to him by 
i; parents, but by his own virtue only. 

“Uf I shall speak of our time, I will lay before you only RusTEN 
BassHA, which may be a sufficient example to all men; which, 
though he were the son of a poor herdsman, did so apply his youth in 
sil virtue, that, being brought up in the service of the great Turk, 
te seemed to aspire to great and high matters, in such sort, that, 
rowing in years, he increased also in courage, so far forth, that, in 
tne, for his excellent virtues, he married the daughter of the great 
Turk, his prince. How much, then, ought so many worthy examples 
1s move you to plant here? Considering, also, that hereby you shall 
be registered, forever, as the first that inhabited this strange country. 
I pray you, therefore, all to advise yourselves thereof, and to declare 
your minds freely unto me, protesting that I will so well imprint your 
name in the King’s ears, and the other princes, that your renown 
ihall hereafter shine unquenchable through our realm of France.” 

He had scarcely ended his oration, but the greatest part of 
our soldiers replied: That a greater pleasure could never betide 
them, perceiving well the acceptable service, which, by this 
means, they should do unto their prince, besides, that this thing 
should be for the increase of their honors; therefore, they 
sesought the captain, before he departed out of the place, to 
begin to build them a fort, which they hoped, afterward, to 
nish, and to leave them munition necessary for their defense, 
showing, as it seemed, that they were displeased that it was 
‘o long in doing, Whereupon, JoHn Risautt, being as glad 


4s might be to see his men so well willing, determined, the next 
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day, to search the most fit and convenient place to be inhabited, 





—————————— 


. Wherefore, he embarked himself, very early in the morning, 
and commanded them to follow him that were desirous to 
inhabit there, to the intent that they might like the better of the 
place. 

Having sailed up the great river (Broad River) on the norti 
side, in coasting an isle which endeth with a sharp point toward the 
mouth of the river, having sailed awhile, he discovered a small river, 
which entered into the island, which he would not fail to search out, 
Which done, and finding the same deep enough to harbor therein 
galleys and galliots in good number, proceeding further, he found 
a very open place, joining upon the brink thereof, where he went on 
land; and, seeing the place fit to build a fortress on, and comms- 
dious for them that were willing to plant there, he resolved, inconti- 
nent, to cause the bigness of the fortification to be measured out. 
And, considering that there stayed but six-and-twenty there, he 
caused the fort to be made, in length, but sixteen fathoms, and 
thirteen in breadth, with flanks, according to the proportion 
thereof. “The measure being taken by me and Captain SALLEs, 
we sent unto the ships for men, and to bring shovels, pick- 
axes, and other instruments necessary to make the fortification. 
We labored so diligently, that, in a short space, the fort was 
made, in some sort, defensable. In which, meantime, JOHN 
RiBAULT caused victuals and warlike munition to be brought 
for the defense of the place. After he had furnished them with 

all such things as they had need of, he determined to take his 
leave of them; but, before his departure, he used this speech 


unto Captain ALBERT, which he left in this place :— 
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‘“‘ Captain ALBERT, I have to request you, in the presence of 
these men, that you would quit yourself so wisely in your charge, and 
govern so modestly your small company which I leave you, which with 
s9 good cheer remaineth under your obedience, that I never occasion 
but to command you, and to recount unto the King (as I am desirous) 
the faithful service which, before us all, you undertake to do him in 
his New France. And you, companions (quoth he to the soldiers), I 
beseech you also to esteem of Captain ALBERT, as if he were myself 
that stayed here with you, yielding him that obedience which a true 
soldier oweth unto his general and captain, living as brethren, one 
with another, without all dissension; and, in so doing, Gov will 
assist you and bless your enterprises.” 

Having ended his exhortations, we took our leaves of each of 
them, and sailed towards our ships, calling the fort by the name 
of Charles Fort,* and the river by the name of Chenonceau. The 
next day, we determined to depart from this place, being as well 
contented as was possible that we had so happily ended our 
business, with good hope, if occasion would permit, to discover 
perfectly the River of ‘fordan (the Combahee, of South Carolina). 
For this cause, we hoisted our sails, about ten of the clock in 
the morning; after we were ready to depart, Captain RIBAULT 
commanded to shoot off our ordnance, to give a farewell unto 
our Frenchmen, which failed not to do the like on their part. 


This being done, we sailed toward the north, and then we 








* It was named in compliment to Cuartes IX, king of France, who had given the 
Huguenots permission to eftect a settlement in Florida. All the explorations hereto- 
fore made concur in placing this fort between Broad River and North Edisto, in South 
Carolina, and on the site of the present town of Beaufort. The Grande Riviere of th 


French is »o other than the Broad River of South Carolina. 
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named this river Port Royal, because of the largeness and excel- 


lent fairness of the same. After that we had sailed about fifteen 


leagues from thence, we espied a river, whereupn we sent our 
pinnace thither to discover it. At their return, they brought us 
word that they found not past half a fathom water in the mouth 
thereof, which, when we understood, without doing anything 
else, we continued our way, and called it the Base, or Shallow 
River. As we still went on sounding, we found not past five 
or six fathoms water, although we were six good leagues from 
the shore. At length, we found not past three fathoms, which 
gave us occasion greatly to muse, and, without making any 
further way, we struck our sails, partly because we wanted 
water, and partly because the night approached. During which 
time, Captain JoHN RisBauLT bethought with himself, whether 
it were best for him to pass any farther, because of the immin- 
ent dangers which, every hour, we saw before our eyes, or 
whether he should content himself with that which he had cer- 
tainly discovered, and, also, left men to inhabit the country. 
Being not able, for that time, to resolve with himself, he referred 
it until the next day. The morning being come, he proposed to 
all the company what was best to be done, to the end that, 
with good advisement, every man might deliver his opinion. 
Some made answer, that, according to their judgment, he had 
occasion fully to content himself, considering that he could do 
no more; laying before his eyes, that he had discovered more 
in six weeks than the Spaniards had done in two years in the 
conquest of their New Spain, and that he should do the King 


very great service, if he did bring him news, in so short a time, 
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of his happy discovery. Others showed unto him the loss and E62. 
spoil of his victuals, and, on the other side, the inconvenience 
that might happen by the shallow water that they found con- . 
tinually along the coast. Which things being well and at large 

debated, we resolved to leave the coast, forsaking the north, to 

take our way toward the east, which is the right way and course 


to our France, where we happily arrived the 20th day of July, 


1562. 
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UR “men, after ‘our ‘departure, never 
rested, but, night and day, did fortity 
themselves, being in good hope that, 
atter Charles Fort was finished, they 


would begin to discover farther up 








within the river. It happened, one 


day, as certain of them were cutting of roots in the groves, 


that they espied, on the sudden, an Indian that hunted the deer, 
which, finding himself so near upon them, was much dismayed, 
but our men began to draw near unto him, and to use him so 
courteously, that he became assured, and followed them to 
Charles Fort, where every man sought to do him pleasure. 
Captain ALBERT was very joyful of his coming, which, after he 
had given him a shirt, and some other trifles, he asked him of 
his dwelling; the Indian answered him, that it was farther up 
within the river, and that he was vassal of King Aupusta; he 
also showed him, with his hand, the limits of his habitation. 
After much other talk, the Indian desired leave to depart. 
because it drew toward night, which Captain ALBERT granted 


him very willingly. Certain days after, the captain determined 


‘SHES, 
Bess 





1 
/ 
a 


3 
& 
: 
t 
4 
z 
i 
rs 
t 
Lo 
: 
i 
Fs 


PASI FG DEY Ed DI GB, + 


iad ete Sin i lt le ll a a a a il eam oS 


ie erences * olceabetlls, 


Cai i A TR PE a ei ig LL Os be 






d nem wo jd 


/ . ‘ ' 
‘ itsa4 ry » snd = , th = 


. tJ . 4 4 ‘ ¢ A wu 


i y ry mn - R 
y * + ; “wee 
é ' ‘ - : Pe . i Wow 
. at 
Ee 
+ . ¢ 
. = ‘ A rw 
~ - + - ‘ '*% aan . ‘Sey Fay eh, 


‘ : eae 
‘ , ' ; r ve > » “hen pf “ © ry Orw a 
i} A THUG vies | ReraVY fh < i Dg , Tov SY Ow. 


> I ja 


. . , op ‘ 4 : —— : by. -_ ioe 
bby of aveel betiesb asibal oni 3 mio doum wiA- 


| toe! Tee 
. d ash His in. ) +) dw F ioen Us #03 wtb nN seusood ; = 
, , 5 ate: -- 


« : . ot ae ‘ {BIQ5 ‘ wilds Io7ls f 13 OS fiKeyID 








LOUISIANA AND FLORIDA. 201 


to sail towards Audusta, where, being arrived, by reason of the 


honest entertainment which he had given to the Indian, he ~ 


was so courteously received, that the king talked with him of 
nothing else but of the desire which he had to become his 
friend, giving him, besides, to understand, that he, being his 
friend and ally, he should have the amity of four other kings, 
which, in might and authority, were able to do much for his 
sake. Besides all this, in his necessity, they might be able 
to succor him with victuals. One of these kings was called 
Wayon, another, Hoya, the third, Touppa, and the fourth, 
STALAME. He told them, moreover, that he would be very 
glad when they should understand the news of his coming, and, 
therefore, he prayed him to vouchsafe to visit them. The 
captain willingly consented unto him, for the desire that he had 
to purchase friends in that place. ‘Therefore, they departed the 
next morning, very early, and first arrived at the house of King 
Touppa, and, afterwards, went into the other kings’ houses, 
except the house of King STALAME. He received, of each of 
them, all the amiable courtesies that might be; they showed 
themselves to be as affectioned friends unto him as was possible, 
and effered unto him a thousand small presents. After that he 
had remained by the space of certain days with these strange 
kings, he determined to take his leave, and, being come back to 
the house of AupusTa, he commanded all his men to go aboard 
their pinnaces, for he was minded to go towards the country of 
King SraLtame, which dwelt toward the north, the distance of 
hfteen great leagues from Charles Fort. Therefore, as they sailed 


up the river, they entered into a great current, which they fol- 
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lowed so far, till they came at the last to the house of STALAME, 
which brought him into his lodging, where he sought to make 
them the best cheer he could devise. He presented, imme- 
diately, unto Captain ALBERT, his bows and arrows, which is a 


sign and confirmation of alliance between them. He presented 


him with chamois-skins. The captain, seeing the best part of 


the day was now past, took his leave of King STALAME ‘to 
return to Charles Fort, where. he arrived the day following. 
By this time, the friendship had grown so great between our 
men and King AupustTa, that, in a manner, all things were 
common between him and them, in such sort, that this good 
Indian king did nothing of importance but he called our men 
thereunto; for, when the time drew near of the celebrating the 
feasts of Toya, which are ceremonies most strange to recite, he 
sent ambassadors to our men, to request them, on his behalf, to 
be there present. Whereupon they agreed, most willingly, for 
the desire that they had to understand what this might be. 
They embarked themselves, therefore, and sailed towards the 
king’s house, which was already come forth on the way towards 
them, to receive them courteously, to bid them welcome, and 
bring them to his house, where he sought to entreat them the 
best he might. In the meanwhile, the Indians prepared them- 
selves to celebrate the feast the morrow after, and the king 
brought them to see the place, wherein the feast should be kept, 
where they saw many women round about, which labored, by 
all means, to make the place clean and neat.- This place was 
a great circuit of ground, with open prospect, and round in 


figure. On the morrow, therefore, early in the morning, all! 
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they which were chosen to celebrate the feast, being painted and 
trimmed with rich feathers, of divers colors, put themselves on 
the way to go from the king’s house toward the place of Toya; 
whereunto, when they were come, they set themselves in order, 
and followed three Indians, which, in painting and in gesture, 
were differing from the rest; each of them bear a tabret in their 
hand, dancing and singing a lamentable tune, when they began 
to enter into the midst of the round circuit, being followed of 
others which answered them again. After that they had sung, 
danced, and turned three times, they fell on running, like un- 
bridled horses, through the midst of the thickest woods. And 
then the Indian women continued, all the rest of the day, in 
tears as sad and woeful as was possible, and, in such rage, they 
cut the arms of the young girls, which they lanced so cruelly 
with sharp shells of mussels, that the blood followed, which they 
Aung into the air, crying out, three times, “‘ He Toya!” 

The King Aupusra had gathered all our men into his house, 
while the feast was celebrated, and was exceedingly offended 
when he saw them laugh. This he did, because the Indians are 
very angry when they are seen in their ceremonies. Notwith- 
standing, one of our men made such shift, that, by subtle 
means, he got out of the house of AupusTa, and secretly went 
and hid himself behind a very thick bush, where, at his pleasure, 
he might easily descry the ceremonies of the feast. They three 
that began the feast, are named /awas, and they are, as it were, 
three priests of the Indian law, to whom they give credit and 
belief, partly because, that, by kindred, they are ordained to be 


over their sacrifices, and partly, also, because they be so subtle 


1562. 
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magicians, that anything that is lost is straightway recovered bh, 
their means. Again, they are not reverenced for these things, 
but, also, because they heal diseases by—I wot not what kind wo: 
knowledge and skill they have. “Those that ran so through the 
woods, returned two days after; after their return, they began 
to dance with a cheerful courage, in the midst of the fair place, 
and to cheer up their good old Indian fathers, which, either by 
reason of their too great age, or by reason of their natural indis- 
position and feebleness, were not called to the feast. When all 
these dances were ended, they fell to eating with such a greedi- 
ness, that they seemed rather to devour their meat than to eat it, 
for they had neither eaten nor drank the day of the feast, nor the 
two days following. Our men were not forgotten at this good 
cheer, for the Indians sent for them all thither, showing them- 
selves very glad of their presence. While they remained a cer- 
tain time with the Indians, a man of ours got a young boy, 
for certain trifles, and enquired of him what the Indians did in 
the woods during their absence, which boy made him under- 
stand, by signs, that /awas had made invocations to Toya, and 
that, by magical characters, they had made him come that they 
might speak with him, and demand divers strange things of him, 
which, for fear of the /awas, he durst not utter. ‘They have, 
also, many other ceremonies, which I will not here rehearse, 
for fear of molesting the reader with a matter of so small 
importance. When the feast, therefore, was finished, our men 
returned unto Charles Fort, where, having remained but awhile, 
their victuals began to wax short, which forced them to have 


recourse unto their neighbors, and to pray them to succor them 
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in their necessity, which gave them part of all the victuals 
which they had, and kept no more unto themselves than would 
serve to sow their fields. They told them, further, that, for 
this cause, it was needful for them to retire themselves into the 
woods, to live on mash and roots until the time of harvest, 
being as sorry as might be that they were not able any further 
to aid them. They gave them, also, counsel to go toward the 
countries of King CouExis, a man of might and renown in this 
province, which maketh his abode toward the south, abounding, 
at all seasons, and replenished with such quantity of mill, corn 
and beans, that, by his only succor, they might be able a 
live a very long time. But, before they should come into his 
territories, they were to repair unto a king, called Oupe, the 
brother of Couvexts, which, in mill, corn, and beans, was no less 
wealthy, and, withal, is very liberal, and which would be very joy- 
ful if he might but once see them. Our men, perceiving the 
good relation which the Indians made them of those two kings, 
resolved to go thither, for they felt already the necessity which 
oppressed them. Therefore, they made request unto King 
Maccoa, that it would please him to give them cne of his 
subjects to guide them the right way thither, whereupon he 
condescended, very willingly, knowing that, without his favor, 
they should have much ado to bring their enterprise to pass. 
Wherefore, after they had given orders for all things necessary 
for the voyage, they put themselves to sea, and sailed so far, 
that, in the end, they came into the country Ouade, which they 


tound to be in the river Belle.* Being there arrived, they 





The river Belle, of the French commander, is now the river May, of South Carolina. 
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perceived a company of Indians, which, as soon as they knew 
of their being there, came before them. As soon as the, 
were come near them, their guides showed them, by sign, 
that Oupa was in this company, wherefore, our men set for- 
ward to salute him. And then, two of his sons, which were 
with him, being goodly and strong men, saluted them again 
in very good sort, and used very friendly entertainment on their 
part. 

The king immediately began to make an oration, in his Indian 
language, of the great pleasure and contentment which he had to 
see them in that place, protesting that he would become so loyal 
a friend of theirs hereafter, that he would be their faithful 
defender against all them that would offer to be their enemies. 
After these speeches, he led them towards his house, where he 
‘sought to treat them very courteously. His house was hung 
around with tapestry of feathers, of divers colors, the heighth or 
a pike. Moreover, the place where the king took his rest was 
covered with white coverlets, embroidered with devices of very 
witty and fine workmanship, and fringed round about with a 
fringe, dyed in the color of scarlet. They advertised the king, 
by one of the guides—which they had brought with them—how 
that (having heard of this great liberality) they had put to sea to 
come to beseech him to succor them with victuals in their great 
want and necessity; and that, in so doing, he should bind them 
all, hereafter, to remain his faithful friends and loyal defenders 
against all his enemies. This good Indian, as soon ready to do 
them pleasure as they were to demand it, commanded his sub- 


jects that they should fill our pinnaces with mill and beans. 
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Afterward, he caused them to bring him six pieces of his 
‘apistry, made like little coverlets, and gave them to our men, 
with so liberal a mind, as they easily perceived the desire which 


he had to become their friend. 





here ne ett Oe LC EEL OL OE 


cer gm ee tL EEE TI COTO TICLE TT AI 





1562. 


HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS OF 


Cee wees I'v. 


N recompense of all these gifts, our men 
gave him two cutting-hooks, and certain 
other trifles, wherewith he held himse!: 


greatly satisfied. This being done, oui 





men took leave of the king, which, for 
their farewell, said nothing else but that they should return it 
they wanted victuals, and that they might assure themselves ot 
him, that they should never want anything that was in his power. 
Wherefore, they embarked themselves, and sailed towards Charie: 
Fort, which, from this place, might be some five-and-twenty 
leagues distant. But, as soon as our men thought themselves 
at their ease, and free from the dangers whereunto they_had 
exposed themselves, night and day, in gathering together o! 
victuals here and there; lo! even as they were asleep, the fire 
caught in their lodgings with such fury—being increased by the 
wind—that the room that was built for them before our men’s 
departure, was consumed in an instant, without being able to 
save anything, saving a little of their victuals. Whereupon ou! 
men, being far from all succors, found themselves in such 


extremity, that, without the aid of Almighty God, the onl) 
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searcher of the hearts and thoughts of men, which never for- 1562. 
saketh those that seek him in their affliction, they had been 
quite and clean out of all hope. For, the next day, betimes in 
the morning, the King Aupusta and King Maccou came 
thither, accompanied with a very good company of Indians, 
which, knowing the misfortune, were very sorry for it; and 
then they uttered unto their subjects the speedy diligence which 
they were to use in building another house, showing unto them 
that the Frenchmen were their loving friends, and that they had 
made it evident unto them by the gifts and presents which they 
had received; protesting that whosoever put not his helping 
hand unto the work with all his might, should be esteemed as 
unprofitable, and as one that had no good part in him, which the 
savages fear above all things. [his was the occasion that every 
man began to endeavor himself in such sort, that, in less than 
twelve hours, they had begun and finished a house, which was 
very near as great as the former. Which, being ended, they 
returned home, fully contented with a few cutting-hooks and 
hatchets, which they received from our men. Within a small 
while after this mischance, their victuals began to wax short, 
and, after our men had taken good deliberation, thought and 
bethought themselves again, they found that there was no better 
way for them than to return again to the King Ouaps, and 
Couexis, his brother. Wherefore, they resolved to send thither 


some of their company the next day following, which, with an 





Indian canoe, sailed up into the country about ten leagues; 
afterward, they found a very fair and great river, of fresh water, 


which they failed not to search out; they found, therein, a great 
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number of crocodiles, which, in greatness, pass those of the 
river Nilus (Nile). Moreover, all along the banks thereof, there 
grow mighty high cypresses. After they had staid a small 
while in this place, they purposed to follow their journey, help- 
ing themselves so well with the tides, that, without putting 
themselves in danger of the continual perils of the sea, they 
came unto the country of Ouapge, of whom they were most 
courteously received. They advertised him of the occasion 
wherefore they came again to visit him, and told him of the 


mischance which happened unto them since their last voyages; 


how they had not only lost their household stuff by casuality of 


fire, but also their victuals which he had given them so bounti- 
fully ; that, for this cause, they were so bold as to come once 
again unto him, to beseech him to vouchsafe to succor them in 
such need and necessity. 

After that the king had understood their cause, he sent mes- 
sengers unto his brother Couexis, to request him, upon his 
behalf, to send him some of his mill and beans, which thing he 
did, and, the next morning, they were come again with victuals, 
which the king caused to be borne into their canoe. Our men 
would have taken their leave of him, finding themselves more 
than satisfied with their liberality; but, for that day, he would 
not suffer them, but retained them, and sought to make them 
the best cheer he could devise. ‘The next day, very early in the 
morning, he took them with him to show them the place where 
his corn grew, and said unto them, that they should not want 
as long as all that mill did last. After that, he gave them a 


certain number of exceeding fair pearls, and two stones of fine 
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crystal, and certain silver ore. Our men forgot not to give him 
certain trifles in recompense of these presents, and inquired of 
him the place whence the silver ore and the crystal came. He 
made them answer, that it came ten days’ journey from his 
habitation, up within the country; and that the inhabitants of 
the country did dig the same at the foot of certain high moun- 
tains, where they found of it in very good quantity. Being 
joyfu: to understand so good news, and to have come to the 
knowledge of that which they most desired, they took their 
leave of the king, and returned by the same way by which they 
came. 

Behold, therefore, how our men behaved themselves very 
well hitherto, although they had endured many great mishaps. 
But misfortune, or rather the just judgmeat of Gop would have 
it, that those which could not be overcome by fire nor water, 
should be undone by their own selves. This is the common 
fashion of men, which cannot continue in one state, and had 
rather to overthrow themselves, than not to attempt some new 
thing daily. We have infinite examples in the ancient histories, 
especially of the Romans, unto which number this little handful 
of men, being far from their country, and absent from their 
countrymen, have also added this present example. They 
entered, therefore, into partialities and dissensions, which began 
about a soldier, named GUERNACHE, which was a drummer of 
the French bands, which, as it was told me, was very cruelly 


hanged by his own captain, and for a small fault; which captain 





also using to threaten the rest of his soldiers which staid behind 


under his obedience, and, peradventure (as it is to be presumed), 
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were not so obedient to him as they should have been, was the 





cause that they fell into a mutiny, because that, many times, he 
put his threatenings in execution, whereupon they so chased 
him, that, at last, they put him to death. And the principal 
occasion that moved them thereunto was because he degraded 
another soldier, named Le CHERE (which he had banished), 
and because he had not performed his promise; for he had 
promised to send him victuals, from eight days to eight days, 
which thing he did not, but said, on the contrary, that he would 
be glad to hear of his death. He said, moreover, that he would 
chastise others also, and used so evil-sounding speeches, that 
honesty forbiddeth me to repeat them. ‘Tohe soldiers, seeing his 
manners to increase from day to day, and fearing to fall into the 
dangers of the other, resolved to kill him. Having executed 
‘their purpose, they went to seek the soldier that was banished, 
which was in a small island, distant from Charles Fort about 
three leagues, where they found him almost half dead for 
hunger. When they were come home again, they assembled 
themselves together, to choose one to be governor over them, 
whose name was NicHoLas Barre, a man worthy of commen- 
dation, and one who knew so well to quit himself of his charge, 
that all rancor and dissension ceased among them, and they lived 
peaceably, one with another. During this time, they began to 
build a final pinnace, with hope to return into France, if no 
succors came unto them, as they expected from day to day. 
And though there were no man among them that had any skill, 
notwithstanding, necessity, which is the mistress of all sciences, 


taught them the way to build it. After that it was finished, 


Qubvepiaan: 


2B YA 4 GR 


php 


WOMEN AE 


anew N OP 


tanh ol py TON pte gh 


Si REL AAO AIS BOE SET RMBLR 0 2 


MPR (ee a SFR Ag IRS NG 4 oy te 


wing 


5 tpn otal sits 


phe 


LAS SS ROUSE HEB! BRS PH Bos 8 





a ALAN ce edd i a A lM a A i 


ene dindns ORAS Ville Rill wil a dN 


Lei ah a ih ne Wi SBE 


pi Rais eens 


a tnataniinentone Mn 0 ae 


Weta a i A ee are A > en 


sateen Als ine ate et I m8 





Coat 
ysl 





*¥f d, sahasias -yasin ada eee : ame ©) i ta ind OTL ny 





‘es a jad 
bozado oe yada naneantalacesener i * ou 2 == 


« - + ~ » ee e : - - - 
Tio! ,eiguTorv mid bie Ol boeimorg v 











2° ad boos .1iblor ‘obi ons fhe 


smriotisq jon bad od geusoed bas 


HH laasb aid Yo weed oF balg od 


iz ,Oels exsdio deiiand> 
ft aa) 0) ) r yi - non 


ae ao 
7 2th i310 SISghee i¢ 
'’ >i 
iy dose oF tnow vod? ,seoding tisd? 







i. . 
- i ¢ i 14904 “eoVigen ty ee 
1p 
i ivi Mian neornw es 
’ sD . 4 - 
‘ pits 1oOngo hy 
7 la 
| i (le ices 
~ 4 » #tete ul 
& ri el Ys 
wie? | Pd G&99&9 se ' P — 
- ae 
; ; ; Wt) &§ Did 


yo0ks gue saaell 4 


/ >i ¢ ff ‘ii 25 33T1 (ut iba ered was | ; 
aa a Lat 


4 blind 07 yew: Seta a nae 








3 é 
bem 
ie 
4 
Bg 


ne 


LOUISIANA AND FLORIDA. 213 


they thought of nothing else saving how to furnish it with all 
things necessary to undertake the voyage. But they wanted 
those things, that, of all others, were most needful, as cordage 
and sails, without which the enterprise could not come to effect. 
Having no means to recover these things, they were in worse 
case than at the first, and almost ready to fall into despair; but 
that good Gop, which never forsaketh the afflicted, did succor 
them in their necessity. 

As they were in these perplexities, King AupusTa, and 
Maccou, came to them, accompanied with two hundred Indians, 
at the least; whom our Frenchmen went forth to meet withal, 
and showed the king in what need of cordage they stood, who 
promised them to return within two days, and bring as much as 
should suffice to furnish the pinnace with tacking. 

Our men being pleased with these good news and promises, 
bestowed upon them certain cutting-hooks, and shirts. After 
their departure, our men sought all means to recover rosin in 
the woods, wherein they cut the pine trees round about, out of 
which they drew sufficient reasonable quantity to bray the 
vessel. Also, they gathered a kind of moss, which groweth on 
the trees of this country, to serve to caulk the same withal. 
There now wanted nothing but sails, which they made of their 
own shirts, and of their sheets. Within a few days after, the 
Indian kings returned to Charles Fort, with so good store of 
cordage, that there was found sufficient for tackling of the small 
pinnace. One man, as glad as might be, used great liberality 
towards them, and, at their leaving of the country, left them all 


the merchandize that remained, leaving them, thereby, so fully 








li 





™ me 2 


Bh bone vyodls ce pyo¥ r odd > ett abe { 
mm | 
* agebon ee dition Ye om o19W oft sao | ie Ye, IR 
















Jo3it9 09 smo gon blueo seinepraaire ads doldw a 
2 if 


2OW Hi sow yort wegnidls seo Wev099 1 6 sana on grtivel 
s risqzsh osmt Ll o3 (best omin bre wet ot 8 td nals oak: 
ro20Ne bib .bototfie oni dooddew) seven dsiw: 1200) boog chy 
We ot ae ieesDott vied: i mo ay 
19q seedy ni SISW yor ee 
naibal bei bes iw bein nimoode mods o3 om «OKA 
jsidtive . oO! 1% Jnow nomilonerd suo modw easl oon , 
otiw ,boole yor 2" hoon sedw si oni s ts’ beans a é 
28 ADUM #4 nr ' si rib ows aicyiw Miu79t OF end Beelino 4 
waistve: (iw overnciq odo dein os siftue bluode 

esehnoig has ewon-beoy sesdi diiw beaasla’ ghisd nom wO 


, er ee 


Iwo) ~~ d 















On minty my nih ’ inods fioqu b 
ni nigol 15V0957 a! Euo2 Hom wo oruneqed tidy 
edz tun vor disp lw zboo y sit 

jaid 02 4: ldanoege: dvestiotiue wah: ¢ods sy sei 
ao disworg doidw j22om Wo brid ¢ borordteg ys 1 coal _soeee | 
Jedtiw 2 ; ws © is2 0) , y linwvos aida to. zo it 
isd to shar ds idw elise qed —— boraaw won 9196 T. 
ay As n fr essode vial Yo ban ideo 


to s1o32 boog o# diiw jwA what of bettie agai ’ tnd 
i ei £3 + - JU 4 bat iii 57 26W orods phi ; bd 
miisidi issi boew igim ex bely as Hem ~_ 
ie mods diol eyes ot to gniv nol riod ch i rn 
yilut 08 ~ydoueds arords gniv veel bonismoy sa 93 
al : 


nn ER PS TN a eT 


1562. 


214 HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS OF 


satisfied, that they departed from them with all the contentativ:, 





~ + Of the world. They went forward, therefore, to finish the 


brigantine, and used so speedy diligence, that, within a short 
time afterward, they made it ready furnished with all things. 
In the mean season, the wind came so fit for their purpose, thu: 
it seemed to invite them to put to the sea, which they did with- 
out delay, after they had set al] things in order; but, before thes 
departed, they embarked their artillery, their forage, and othe: 
munitions of war, which Captain RrpauLT had left them, and 
then as much mill as they could gather together. But, being 
drunken with the too excellent joy which they had conceived 
for their returning into France, or rather, deprived of all fore- 
sight and consideration, without regarding the inconstancy of the 
winds, which changed in a moment, they put themselves to sea, 
and, with so slender victuals, that the end of their enterpris: 
became unlucky and unfortunate. For, after they had sailed 
the third part of their way, they were surprised with calms, 
which did so much hinder them, that, in three weeks, they 
sailed not above five-and-twenty leagues. During this time, 
their victuals consumed, and became so short that every man 
was constrained to eat not past twelve grains of mill by the day, 
which may be in value as much as twelve pesos. Yea, and 
this felicity lasted not long, for their victuals failed them alto- 
gether at once, and they had nothing for their more assured 
refuge but their shoes and leather jerkins, which they did eat. 
Touching their beverage, some of them drank the sea-water, 
others did drink their own brine, and they remained in such 


desperate necessity a very long space, during the which part of 
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them died for hunger. Beside this extreme famine which did 
so grievously oppress them, they fell, every minute of an hour, 
out of all hope ever to see France again, insomuch that they 
were constrained to cast the water continually out, that, on all 
sides, entered into their bark. And, every day, they fared 
worse and worse; for, after they had eaten up their boots and 
their leather jerkins, there arose so boisterous a wind, and so 
contrary to their course, that, in the turning of a hand, the 
waves filled their vessels half full of water, and bruised it upon 
the one side. 

Being now more out of hope than ever to escape out of this 
extreme peril, they cared not for the casting out of the water, 
which now was almost ready to drown them. And, as men 
resolved to die, every one fell down backward, and gave them- 
selves over altogether unto the will of the waves. Whereas 
one of them, a little having taken heart unto him, declared 
unto them how little way they had to sail, assuring them that if 
the wind held, they should see land within three days. Tvhis 
man did so encourage them, that, after they had thrown the 
water out of the pinnace, they remained three days without eat- 
ing or drinking—except it were of the sea-water. When the 
me of his promise was expired, they were more troubled than 
they were before, seeing they could not descry any land, 
wherefore, in this extreme despair, certain among them made 
this motion: that it was better that one man should die, than 
that so many men should perish. ‘They agreed, therefore, that 
one should die, to sustain the others—which thing was executed 


inthe person of LE CHERE, of whom we have spoken hereto- 
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fore, whose flesh was divided equally among his fellows—a thing 
‘so pitiful to recite, that my pen is loth to write it. 

After so long time and tedious travels, Gop, of his goodness, 
using his accustomed favor, changed their sorrows into joy, and 
showed unto them the sight of land; whereof they were si 
exceeding glad, that the pleasure caused them to remain a long 
time, as men without sense, whereby they let the pinnace. float 
this and that way, without holding any right way or course. 
But a small English bark boarded the vessel, in the which there 
was a Frenchman which had been in the first voyage into 
Florida, who easily knew him, and spake unto them, and after- 
ward gave them meat and drink. Incontinently, they recovered 
their natural courage, and declared unto him, at large, all their 
navigation. The Englishmen consulted a long while what were 
best to be done; and, in fine, they resolved to put on land 
those that were most feeble, and to carry the rest unto the 
Queen of England, which purposed at that time to send into 
Florida. ‘Thus, you see, in brief, that which happened to them 
which Captain JoHN RigautrT had left in Florida. 

And, now, will I go forward with the discourse of mine_ own 


voyage. 
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CHA, Pew ee 


SECOND EXPEDITION. 


EPG TER our arrival at Dveppe, at our 1562. 


coming home’ from our first voyage 
| (which was the 2oth of July, 1562), 


ny 
es oa 
Seas aug we found that civil war had begun, 















$ Sram LE Ee 
eee] which was, in part, the cause why our 
men were not succored, as Captain JoHN RispauLT had prom- 
ised them; whereof, it followed that Captain ALBERT was 
killed by his soldiers, and the country abandoned, as heretofore 
we have sufficiently discoursed, and as it may more at large be 
understood by those men which were there in person. After 
the peace was made in France, my Lord Admiral De Cuas- 
TILLON showed unto the King, that he heard no news at all of 
the men which Captain JoHn RisauttT had left in Florida, and 
that it were a pity to suffer them to perish. In which respect 
the King was content he should cause three ships to be fur- 


nished—the one of six-score tons, the other of one hundred, 


and the third of sixty, to seek them out, and to succor them. * 





* On the return of M. Rrsautt to France, in 1562, to obtain supplies and rein- 
forcements for the colony he had established in Florida, he found the kingdom in 


‘uch a distracted condition, that it was impracticable to return. The death of the 


28 





aro 


es 












) vo} ot WV 
a 
J 
{ Ml ,eRy picky 
; A, Hinge && .bSi0 792 jon. o19W hi) tr 
?) 4 rt Tow al mods be zi 
- “i DOE ,2YSpio & eid vd bollid ; 
vo 22d yh i Mue over r) 
ow DOMIW O9Mm AA + 4c booserahe ae 
’ a . ae 
’ if ort 3 * 
SINT SORIN Raw S2n2q 9 7 
f a | ‘ : 2 - fs 
a? Olfu bowoda WOisL 
r 7 
: a ty . 5 . , 
~ : : ; ; e : : 
l } > y 7 5 ©) : 
J ; dé ; / id wf Abe) rt 
” 
; : L eth 21032-R 
; reeanal =i a * +719" $ 
eee ¢** f * aes v ey xiz2 ; bsitl od 19 be - 
ean —_— 2 ‘ git ad i. 
wo, ee ae 
0 Oo? .t6>) word i 
r. 17 of ravagsSl .M to auton 


4 90 fl rtd ni Lor ‘ . { , 
Ndates bral og (oles ois WA oname 


~ 


win oF c pwr sj 
ft 23 aidan Rrqren ow fi rad) avittenes eb 
erry — Pa 


a gh 


ee 





os « Fae 


. “ie 


1562. 


1564. 





218 HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS OF 


My Lord Admiral, therefore, being well informed of the fairh. 
‘ful service which I had done as well unto his Majesty as to h.. 
predecessors, Kings of France, advised the King how able | 
was to do him service in this voyage, which was the cause tha: 
he made me (RENE LAuDONNIERE)* chief captain over thes 
three ships, and charged me to depart with diligence to perform 
his commandment, which, for mine own part, I would not gain- 
say, but rather thinking myself happy to have been chosen ou: 
of among such an infinite number of others, which, in my jude- 
ment, were very well able to have acquitted themselves in this 
charge. 

I embarked myself at New Haven, the 22d of April, 1564, 
and sailed, so that we fell near upon the coast of England; ani 
then I turned towards the south, to sail directly to the Fortunat: 
Islands, at this present time called the Canaries, one of which, 


called the Jsle Savage (because, as I think, it is altogether with- 








Duke of Guisz, soon after, restored peace to France, and Admiral Cortcny seized the 
opportunity to urge upon the King the importance of sending immediate relief to t): 
colony; and, as the civil war had thrown upon the kingdom a great number of i’. 
persons who were anxious to emigrate, the King ordered another expedition to be fitte 
out, and gave the command of it to M. Lauponnrére, who had accompanied M 
Rigavct in the first expedition. On the 22d of June, 1564, he arrived on the « 
of Florida, and, on the 25th, landed at the mouth of the river May (now called “ 
Fohns). He afterwards proceeded up the river, to a place now called St. ohns Bis”, 
and built a fort; on the right was the bluff, on the left a marsh, in front of ti 
river, and, in the rear, extensive forests of the indigenous trees of the country. Thr 
remains of this fort are still to be traced, and was named Caroline. It was the secone 
fort built by the French in Florida, as a sign of the jurisdiction of France in Nort! 
America, forty-three years before the first settlement of the English at ames Tx". 
Virginia, and sixty-six years before the English Puritans arrived in the May Flow 
at Plyn:cuth, Massachussets. 

* Cuartevorx describes M. Lauponnizre as “ Un gentlehomme de merite—bn 


officier de marine et qui avoit meme servi sur terre avec distinction.” 
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vut inhabitants), was the first that our ships passed. Sailing, 1564. 





therefore, on forward, we landed the next day in the Jsle of 
Teneriffa, otherwise called the Pike, because that, in the midst, 
thereof, there is an exceeding high mountain, near as high as 


that of Etna, which riseth up like a pike, into the top whereof 


pik sas me act ones aetteae tee meena 


no man can go up, but from the midst of May until the midst 
ers by reason of the over great cold which is there all 
the year, which is a wonderful strange thing, considering that it 
is not past twenty-seven and a half degrees distant from the 
Equator. We saw it all covered over with snow, although it 
were then but the fifth of May. The inhabitants in this isle, 
being, heretofore, pursued by the Spaniards, retired themselves 
into this mountain, where, for a space, they made war with 
them, and would not submit themselves to their obedience, 
neither by foul nor fair means; they disdained so much the loss 
of their island. For those which went thither, on the Spaniard’s 
behalf, left their carcasses there, so that not so much as one of 
them returned home to bring the news. Notwithstanding, in the 
end, the inhabitants, not able to live in that place according to 
their nature, or for want of such things as were necessary for 
the commodity of their livelihood, did all die there. After I 
had furnished myself with some fresh water—very good and 
excellent, which sprang out of a rock at the foot of this moun- 
‘sin—TI continued my course toward the west, wherein the 
winds favored me so well, that, fifteen days after, our ships 
arrived safe and sound at the Antilles; and, going on land at the 
lle of Martinica—one of the first of them—the next day we 


arrived at Dominica, twelve leagues distant from the former. 
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Dominica ts one of the fairest islands of the west, full of hil!,. 
and of very good smell, whose singularities desiring to know .. 
we passed, and seeking, also, to refresh ourselves with fres}, 
water, I made the mariners cast anchor; two Indians (inhabitant, 
of that place) sailed toward us, in two canoes, full of fruit v: 
great excellence, which they call amanas. As they approachec 
unto our bark, there was one of them, which, being in some 
misdoubt of us, went back again on land, and fled his way with 
as much speed as he could possibly, which our men perceived, 
and entered with diligence into the other canoe, wherein thes 
caught the poor Indian, and brought him unto me. But the 
poor fellow become so astonished in beholding us, that he knew 
not which way to behave himself; because that (as afterward 
I understood) he feared that he was fallen into the Spaniard’s 
hands, of whom he had been taken once before, and which, a> 
he showed us, had cut off his stones. At length, this poor 
Indian was secure of us, and discoursed unto us of many things, 
whereof we received very small pleasure, because we understov’ 
not his mind but by his signs. Then he desired me to give 
him ieave to depart, and promised me that he would bring mc 


a thousand presents, whereunto I agreed, on condition that he 


‘would have patience until the next day; when I purposed to 


go on land, where I suffered him to depart, after I had given 
him a shirt, and certain small trifles, wherewith he departes, 
very well contented, from us. 

The place where we went on shore was ‘hard by a very hig! 
rock, out of which there ran a little river of sweet and excelle! 


good water, by which river we staid certain days, to discov«! 
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the things which were worthy to be seen, and trafficked daily 1564. 
with the Indians, which, above all things, besought us that none re 
of our men should come near their lodgings, nor their gardens, 

otherwise that we should give them great cause of jealousy, 

and that, in so doing, we should not want of their fruit, which 

they gall ananas, whereof they offered us very liberally, receiv- 


ing, in recompense, certain things of small value. This, not- 


withstanding, it happened, that, on a day, certain of our men, 


Co eae Ne geese = e a 
Sip inte cere nee Behe ang ” ETA MPT Os I EE Pee RS fe 
" ; AP Ea ae es OF A PAs ee a ORR MON ee Rea 


desirous to see some new things in these strange countries, 
walked through the woods, and, following still the little river’s 


side, they spied two serpents, of exceeding bigness, which went 


acheihdis doieah ieee 


side by side athwart the way. My soldiers went before them, 


ee ee 


thinking to let them from going into the woods; but the ser- 
pets, nothing at all astonished at these gestures, glanced into 
the bushes with fearful hissings; yet, for all that, my men drew 
their swords and killed them, and found them, afterward, nine 
great feet long, and as big as a man’s leg. During this combat, 
certain others more indiscrete, went and gathered azanas in the 
Indians’ gardens, trampling through them without any discre- 
tion; and not, therewithal, contented, they went toward their 
dwellings, whereat the Indians were so much offended, that, 
without regarding anything, they rushed upon them and dis- 
charged their shot, so that they hit one of my men, named 
MarTInE CHAUEAU, which remained behind. We could not 
know whether he were killed on the place, or whether he 
were taken prisoner, for those of his company had enough 
to do to save themselves, without thinking of their companion. 


Whereof Monsieur DE Orricni, my lieutenant, being adver- 
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tised, sent unto me to know whether I thought good that }, 


should lay an ambush for the Indians, which had either takc:, 


A aE ee 


or killed our man, or whether he should go directly to the: 
dwellings to know the truth. I[ sent unto him, after good 


deliberation hereupon, that he should not attempt anything, and 


that for divers occasions; but, contrariwise, that he should 


PERK A EINE OU 


embark himself with all diligence, and consequently all they 
that were on land, which he did with speed. But, as he sailed 
toward our ships, he perceived, along the shore, a great number 
of Indians, which began to charge them with their arrows; he, 
for his part, discharged store of shot against them, yet was not 
able to hurt them, or, by any means, to surprise them, for 
which cause he quite forsook them, and came unto our ship. 
While staying until the next day morning, we set sail, follow- 
ing our wonted course, and, keeping the same, we discovered 
divers isles, conquered by the Spaniards, as the Jsles of St. Chrn- 
topher, and of the Saints of Montserrate, and La Redonda, Aifter- 
ward, we passed between <dnguilla and Anegarda, sailing toward 
New France, where we arrived fifteen days after, to wit: on 
Thursday, the 22d of June, about three of the clock in the 
afternoon, and landed at a little river, which is thirty degrees 
distant from the Equator, and ten leagues above Cape Francais, 
drawing toward the south, and about thirty leagues above the 
River of May. 

After we had struck sail and cast anchor athwart the river, 
I determined to go on shore to discover the same. Theretore, 
being accompanied with Mons. pe Orricni, with M. ARLac, 


mine ensign, and a certain number of gentlemen and soldiers, | 
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embarked myself about three or four of the clock in the even- 


ing. And being arrived at the mouth of the river, I caused the — 


channel to be sounded, which was found to be very shallow, 
although that, further within the same, the water was there 
tound reasonable deep, which separateth itself into two great 
arms, ,whereof one runneth toward the south, and the other 
toward the north. Having thus searched the river, I went 
on land to speak with the Indians, which waited for us upon 
the shore, which, at our coming on land, came before us, crying, 
with a loud voice, in their Indian language, 4ntipsla Bonassou! 
which is as much as to say, brother, friend, or some such like 
thing. After they had made very much of us, they showed us 
their paracoussy—that is to say, their king, or governor, to whom 
I presented certain toys, wherewith he was well pleased. And, 
for mine own part, I praised Gop, continually, for the great love 
which I have found in these savages, which were sorry for 
nothing, but that the night approached, and made us retire unto 
our ships. For, though they endeavored, by all means, to make 
us tarry with them, and showed, by signs, the desire that they 
had to present us with some rare things, yet, nevertheless, for 
many just and reasonable occasions, I would not stay on shore 
all night, but, excusing myself for all their offers, I embarked 
myself again, and returned toward my ships. Howbeit, before 
my departure, I named this river, the River of Dalphins, because 
that, at mine arrival, I saw there a great number of dolphins, 
which were playing in the mouth thereof. The next day, the 
23d of this month (because that, toward the south, I had not 


found any commodious place for us to inhabit and to build a 


1564. 
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fort), I gave commandment to weigh anchor, and to hoist our 
sails to sail toward the River of May, where we arrived two 
days after, and cast anchor. Afterward, going on land with 
some number of gentlemen and soldiers, to know for a certainty 
the singularities of this place, we espied the paracoussy of the 
country, which came toward us (this was the very same that we 
saw in the voyage cf Captain JoHN RiBauLT), which, having 
espied us, cried, very far off, 4ntipola! Antipola! and, being so 
joyful that he could not contain himself, he came to meet us, 
accompaned with two of his sons, as fair and mighty persons as 
might be found in all the world, which had nothing in thei 
mouths but this word—amy, amy; that is to say, friend, friend; 
yea, and knowing those which were there in the first voyage, 
they went principally to them to use this speech unto them. 
There was in their train a great number of men and women, 
which still made very much of us, and, by evident signs, made 
us understand how glad they were of our arrival. 

This good entertainment past, the paracoussy prayed me to g: 
see the pillar which we had erected in the voyage of JOHN R1BAULT 
(as we have declared heretofore), as a thing which they made great 
account of. Having yielded unto him, and being come to the place 
where it was set up, we found the same crowned with crowns of bay, 
and, at the foot thereof, many little baskets full of mill, which thes 
call, in their language, tapaga tapola. Then, when they came 
thither, they kissed the same with great reverence, and besought «: 
to do the like, which we would not deny them, to the end we might 
draw them to be more in friendship with us. -This done, the para- 


coussy took me by the hand, as if he had desire to make me 
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understand some great secret, and, by signs, showed me very 


1564. 


well up within the river the limits of his dominion, and said 


that he was called Paracoussy Sarourioua, which is as much as 
King SaTourtova. His children have the self same title of 
paracoussy; the eldest is named ATHORE—a man, I dare say, 
perfect in beauty, wisdom, and honest sobriety, showing, by his 
modest gravity, that he deserveth the name which he beareth ; 
besides that, he is gentle and tractable. After we had sojourned 
a certain space with them, the paracoussy prayed one of his sons 
to present unto me a wedge of silver, which he did, and that 
with a good will, in recompense, whereof, | gave him a cutting- 


hook, and some other better present, wherewith he seemed to 


be very well pleased. 


29 


ee 


be 


- 


wna 


Ao oltia oniee, Uige ods vad osablide. ai) 


_ enos ait Yo ono boymg URHAN, ony smart dhiw songe niga e 


at 


| BRR han ean 
ov, smn bowadle 2 










sm te ora mt Ml 


euie ob I ox o—aownA. bomn,.<i sushi iad 
eid yd ,gniwotle ,ys9indoe teoaod bas ytobgive .yueed m 

i: digtaed od doidw omen oly, dasyieesb. od sed) viverg weber © 
bomwojae bal aw wi1A .oldeiosw bas olineg aod edd esbiesd 


taild hve bib od doidw revliz to oghow, 53m. oouN IngENg a 
-2nijiu 2 mid oveg I tosiedw ,senoqmoas: ni glliw boog a diiw 
ot hewmese od datwarodw oasesiq 199390 19030, moe bas glo Bs 

Soa ee 


ES OR ener reformer eer 
= ee 


eer rE ecm rm i ser nee heer hep 


1564. 





226 HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS OF 


Cn AP be Roe veer, 


FTERWARD, we took our leave ot 
them, because the night approached, and 
I then returned to lodge in our ships. 
Being allured with this good entertain- 


ment, I failed not, the next day, to em- 





bark enieelt again pel my lieutenant, OTTrGNi, and a number 
of soldiers, to return toward the paracoussy of the River of May, 
which, of purpose, waited for us in the same place, where, the 
day before, we conferred with him. We found him under the 
shadow of an arbor, accompanied with four-score Indians, at the 
least, and appareled, at that time, after the Indian fashion, to 
wit: with a great hart’s skin, dressed like chamois, and painted 
with devices of strange and divers colors, but of so lively 4 
portraiture, and representing antiquity, with rules so justly com- 
passed, that there is no painter so exquisite that could find fauit 
therewith; the natural disposition of this strange people Is se 
perfect and so well guided, that, without any aid and favor o! 
arts, they are able, by the help of nature only, to content the 
eye of artisans, yea, even of those which, by their industry, ar¢ 


able to aspire unto things most absolute. 
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Then I advertised Paracoussy SaTourtoua, that my desire 
was to discover further up into the river, but that this should 
be with such diligence, that I would come again unto him very 
speedily; wherewith he was content, promising to stay for me 
in the place where he was, and, for an earnest of his promise, 
he offered me his goodly skin, which I refused then, and 
promised to receive it of him at my return. For my part, I 
rave him certain small trifles, to the intent to retain him in our 
friendship. 

Departing from thence, I had not sailed three leagues up the 
river, still being followed by the Indians, which coasted me 
along the river, crying, still, amy/ amy! that is to say, friend, 
friend; but I discovered an hill of mean height, near which I 
went on land, hard by the fields that were sowed with mill, at 
one corner whereof there was an house built for their lodging, 
which keep and guard the mill; for there are such numbers of 
Cornish choughes in this country, which continually devour and 
spoil the mill, that the Indians are constrained to keep and 
watch it, otherwise they should be deceived of their harvest. 
[ rested myself in this place for certain hours, and commanded 
Monsieur DE Orricni, and my serjeant, to enter into the 
woods to search out the dwellings of the Indians; whereafter 
they had gone awhile, they came unto a marsh of reeds, where, 
nding their way to be stopped, they rested under the shadow 
uf a mighty bay tree to refresh themselves a little, and to resolve 
which way to take. Then they discovered, as it were, on the 
sudden, five Indians, half hidden in the woods, which seemed 


“omewhat to distrust our men, until they said unto them, in the 
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Indian language, .4ntipola Bonassou, to the end that, understand- 


ing their speech, they might come unto us more boldly, which 


they did incontinently. But, because they saw that the four 
that went last bear up the train of the skin wherewith he that 
went foremost was appareled, our men imagined that the fore- 
most must needs be some man of greater quality than the rest, 
seeing that, withal, they called, paracoussy, paracoussy; wherefore 
some of our company went towards him, and, using him courte- 
ously, showed him M. pe Orrient, their lieutenant, for whom 
they had made an arbor, with bay and palm-boughs, after the 
Indian fashion, to the end that, by such signs, the savages might 
think the Frenchmen had companied with such as they at other 
times. 

The Indian paracoussy drew near to the French, and began 
to make him a long oration, which tended to no other end, but 
that he besought the Frenchmen, very earnestly, to come and 
see his dwelling and his parents, which they granted him, and 
straight, for pledge of better amity, he gave unto my lieutenant, 
Orticni, the very skin that he was clad with. Then he took 
him by the hand, leading him right toward the marshes, over 
which the paracoussy, M. p—E Orricnt, and certain other of our 
men, were borne upon the Indians’ shoulders; and the rest, 
which could not pass because of the mire and reeds, went 
through the woods, and followed a narrow path which led them 
forth until they came unto the paracoussy’s dwelling, out o! 
which there came about fifty Indians, to receive our men gal- 
lantly, and to feast them after their manner. After which, 


they brought at their entrance a great vessel of earth, made afte! 
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a strange fashion, full of fountain water, clear, and very excel- 
lent. This vessel was borne by an Indian, and there was 
another younger, which bear of this water in another little 
vessel of wood, and presented, thereof, to every one to drink, 
observing, in doing the same, a certain order and reverence, 
which he made to each of them to whom he gave drink. Our 
thirst well quenched by this means, and our men being suf- 
ciently refreshed, the paracoussy brought them to his fathex’s 
lodging, one of the oldest men that lived upon the earth. Our 
men, regarding his age, began to make much of him, using this 
speech, amy, amy, that is to say, friend, friend; whereat the old 
sire showed himself very glad. Afterward, they questioned 
with him concerning the course of his age: whereunto he made 
answer, showing that he was the first living original, from 
whence five generations were descended, as he showed unto 
them by another old man that sat directly over against him, 
which far exceeded him in age; and this man was his father, 
which seemed to be rather a dead carcass than a living body ; 
for his sinews, his veins, his arteries, his bones, and other parts, 
appeared so clearly through his skin, that a man might easily 
tell them, and discern them, one from another. Also, his age 
was so great, that the good man had lost his sight, and could 
only speak one word, but with exceeding great pain. M. 
be Orticni having seen so strange a thing, turned to the 
younger of these two old men, praying him to vouchsafe to 
answer him to that which he demanded touching his age. “Then 
the old man called a company of Indians, and, striking twice 


upon his thigh, and laying his hand upon two of them, he 
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showed him, by signs, that these two were his sons; again 
smiting upon their thighs, he showed him others, not so old, 
which were the children of the first two; which he continued in 
the same manner, until the fifth generation. But, though thi, 
old man had his father alive, more old than himself, and that 
both of them did wear their hair very long, and as white as pos- 
sible, yet it was told them, that they might yet live thirty or 
forty years more, by the course of nature, although the younger 
of them both was not less than two hundred and fifty years old’! 

After he had ended his communication, he commanded two 
young eagles to be given to our men, which he had bred up for 
his pleasure in his house. He caused, also, little panniers, made 
of palm-leaves, full of gourds, red and blue, to be delivered unto 
them. For recompense of which presents, he was satisfied with 
French toys. Their two old men caused our men to be guided 
back again to the place from whence they came, by the young 
paracoussy, which had brought them thither; and, having taken 
leave of the paracoussy, they came and sought me out in the 
place where I staid, and rehearsed unto me all that they had 
seen, praying me, also, that I would reward their guide, which 
so frankly and heartily had received them into his house, which 
I would not fail to do by any means. 

Now was I determined to search out the qualities of the hill, 
wherefore I went right to the top thereof, where we found 
nothing else but cedar, palm, and bay trees, of so sovereign 
odor, that balm smelleth nothing like in comparison. The trees 
were environed round about with vines, bearing grapes in such 


quantity, that the number would suffice to make the place 
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habitable. Beside this fertility of the soil for vines, a man 1564. 
may see esquine wreathed about the shrubs in great quantity. 
Touching the pleasure of the place, the sea may be seen plain 
and open from it; and more than six great leagues off, near the 
River Belle,a man may behold the meadows divided asunder into 
isles and islets, interlacing one another; briefly, the place is so 
pleasant, that those which are melancholic would be enforced to 
change their humor. 

After I had staid there awhile, I embarked again my people to 
sail towards the mouth of the river, where we found the jara- 
coussy, which, according to his promise, waited for us. Where- 
fore, to content him, we went on shore, and did him that 
reverence that on our parting was requisite. Then he gave 
me the skin so richly painted, and I recompensed him, with 
somewhat of our merchandise. I forgot not to demand of 
him the place whence the wedge of silver came, which he 
had given me before; whereunto he made me a very sudden 
answer, which, notwithstanding, I understood not, which he 
well perceived. And then he showed me, by evident signs, 
that all of it came from a place more within the river by certain 
day’s journey from this place, and declared unto us, that all that 
which they had thereof, they got it by force of arms, of the 
inhabitants of this place, named by them Thimogoa, their most 
ancient and natural enemies, as he largely declared. Where- 
upon, when I saw with what affection he spake, when he pro- 
nounced Thimogoa, I understood what he would say. And, to 
bring myself more into his favor, I promised him to accompany 


him with all my force, if he would fight against them; which 
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thing pleased him in such sort, that, from thenceforth, }x 
promised himself the victory of them, and assured me that he 
would make a voyage thither, within a short space, would caus, 
store of mill to be prepared, and would command his men 
make ready their bows, and furnish themselves with such store 
of arrows, that nothing should be wanting to give battle tuo 
Thimogoa. In fine, he prayed me, very earnestly, not to fail or 
my purpose ; and, in so doing, he hoped to procure me gold and 
silver in such good quantity, that mine affairs should take effect 
according to mine own and his desire. 

The matter thus fully resolved upon, I took my leave of him 
to return unto my ships, where, after we had rested ourselves 
all the night following, we hoisted sail the next day, very early 


in the morning, and sailed toward the River of Seine, distant 


from the River of May about four leagues; and there, con- 


tinuing our course toward the north, we arrived at the mouth of 
Somme, which is not past six leagues distant from the River :f 
Seine, where we cast anchor, and went on shore to discover that 
place as we had done the rest. There we were graciously and 
courteously received of the paracoussy of the country, which is 
one of the tallest men, and best proportioned that may be found. 
His wife sat by him, which, besides her Indian beauty, where- 
with she was greatly endowed, had so virtuous a countenance 
and modest gravity, that there was not one amongst us but did 
greatly commend her; she had in her train five of her daughters, 
of so good grace and so well brought up, that I easily persuaded 
myself that their mother was their mistress, and had taught 


them well and straightly to preserve their honesty. After tha: 
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the paracoussy had received us, as I have said, he commanded his 
wife to present me with a certain number of bullets of silver; 
for his own part, he presented me with his bow and arrows, as 
he had done unto Captain JoHN RIBAULT, in our first voyage, 
which is a sign of perpetual amity and alliance with those which 


they honor with such a kind of present. 


30 
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N our discoursing with one another, we 
entered into speech as touching the ex- 
ercise of arms. Then the paracous:; 
caused a corselet to be set on end, and 

prayed me to make a proof of our har- 

quebuses and their bows; but this proof 
pleased him very little; so, as soon as he knew that our harque- 
buses did easily pierce that which all the force of their bows 
could not hurt, he seemed to be sorry, musing with himself how 
this thing might be done. Nevertheless, going about to dis- 
semble in his mind that which his countenance could not do by 
any means, he began to fall into another matter, and prayed 
us, very earnestly, to stay with him that night in his house, oF 
lodging, affirming that no greater happiness could come unto 
him than our long abode, which he desired to recompense with 

a thousand presents. 

Nevertheless, we could not grant him this point, but took our 
leave of him to return to our ships, where,-soon after, I caused 

all my company to be assembled, with the masters and pilots o! 


my ships, to consult together of the place whereof we shoul’ 
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make choice to plant our habitation. First, I let them under- 
stand how none of them were ignorant, that the part which 
was toward the Cape of Florida, was altogether a marsh country, 
and, therefore, unprofitable for our inhabitation: a thing which 
could neither yield profit to the King, nor any contentment or 
pleasure to us, if, peradventure, we would inhabit there. On 
the other side, if we passed further toward the north to seek out 
Port Royal, it would neither be very profitable nor convenient; 
at the least, if we should give credit to the report of them 
which remained there a long time, although the haven were 
one of the fairest of the West Indies; but that, in this case, 
the question was not so much of the beauty of the place, 
as of things necessary to sustain life. And that for our inhab- 
iting, it was much more needful for us to plant in places 
plentiful of victuals, than in goodly havens, fair and deep, and 
pleasant to the view. 

In consideration, whereof, that I was of opinion, if it seemed 
good unto them, to seat ourselves about the River of May, 
seeing, also, that, in our first voyage, we found the same only 
among all the rest to abound in maize and corn, besides the 
gold and silver that was found there: a thing that put me in 
hope of some happy discovery in time to come. After I had 
proposed these things, every one gave his opinion thereof; and, 
in fine, all resolved, namely, those which had been with me in 
the first voyage, that it was expedient to seat themselves rather 
on the River of May, than on any other, until they might hear 
news out of France. This point being thus agreed upon, we 


sailed toward the river, and used such diligence that, with the 
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favor of the winds, we arrived there the morrow after, about the 





break of day, which was on Thursday, 29th of June. 


| Having cast anchor, I embarked all my stuff, and the soldiers 
| of my company, to sail right toward the opening of this river, 
wherein we entered a good way up, and found a creek, of a 
| reasonable bigness, which invited us to refresh ourselves a little, 
| while we reposed ourselves there. Afterward, we went on 
shore, to seek out a place, plain, without trees, which we per- 
ceived from the creek. But, because we found it not very 
commodious for us to inhabit there, we determined to return 
j unto the place which we had discovered before when we had 
| sailed up the river. | 

| This place is joining to a mountain, and it seemed unto us 
more fit and commodious to build a fortress than that where we 


were last. Therefore, we took our way towards the forests, 


being guided therein by the young paracoussy which had led us 


| 

| before to his father’s lodging. Afterward, we found a large 

| plain, covered with high pine trees, distant a little from the 

| other, under which we perceived an infinite number of stags, 

| which brayed against the plain, athwart the which we passed; 

| then we discovered a little hill adjoining unto a great vale, very 
green, and, in form, flat; wherein were the fairest meadows of 
the world, and grass to feed cattle. Moreover, it is environed 
with a great number of brooks of fresh water, and high woods, 
which make the vale more delectable to the eye. After I had 
taken the view, thereof, at mine ease, I named it, at the request 


of our soldiers, the Vale of Laudonniére. Thus, we went for- 


ward: anon, having gone a little forward, we met an Indian 
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woman, of tall stature, which also was an hermaphrodite, who 
came before us ‘with a great vessel, full of clear fountain 
water, wherewith she greatly refreshed us: for we were exceed- 
ing faint by reason of the ardent heat, which molested us as we 
passed through those high woods. And, I believe, that without 
the succor of that Indian hermaphrodite, or rather, if it had not 
been for the great desire which we had to make us resolute of 
ourselves, we had taken up our lodging in the woods. Being, 
therefore, refreshed by this means, we gathered our spirits 
together, and, marching with a cheerful courage, we came to 
the place which we had chosen to make our habitation in: 
whereupon, at that instant, near the river’s brink, we strewed a 
number of boughs and leaves, to take our rest on them the night 
following, which we found exceeding sweet, because of the pain 
which before we had taken in our travel. 

On the morrow, about break of day, I commanded a trumpet 
to be sounded, that, being assembled, we might give Gop thanks 
tor our favorable and happy arrival. Then we sang a psalm of 
thanksgiving unto Gop, beseeching him that it would please him 
of his grace to continue his accustomed goodness toward us, his 
poor servants, and aid us in all our enterprises, that all might 
turn to his glory and the advancement of our King. The prayer 
ended, every man began to take courage. 

Afterward, having measured out a piece of ground, in the 
form of a triangle, we endeavored ourselves of all sides—some 
to bring earth, some to cut faggots, and others to raise and make 
the rampart; for there was not a man that had not either a 


shovel, or cutting-hook, or hatchet, as well to make the ground 
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plain by cutting down the trees, as for the building of the fort, 
which we did hasten, in such cheerfulness, that, within a few 
days, the effect of our diligence was apparent; in which mean 
space the Paracoussy SATOURIOUA, our nearest neighbor, and on 
whose ground we built our fort, came, usually accompanied 
with his two sons, and a great number of Indians, to offer to do 


us all courtesy. And I, likewise, for my part, bestowed divers 


of our trifles frankly on him, to the end he might know the 


good will we bare him, and thereby make him more desirous of 
our friendship, in such sort, that, as the days increased, so our 
amity and friendship increased also. 

After that our fort was brought into form, I began to build 
a grange, to retire my munitions and things necessary for the 
defence of our fort, praying the paracoussy to command his sub- 
jects to make us a covering of palm-leaves, and this to the 
end that when that was done, I might unfreight my ships, and 
put under coverture those things that were in them. Suddenly, 
the paracoussy commanded, in my presence, all the Indians oi 
his company to dress, the next day morning, so good a number 
of palm-leaves, that the grange was covered in less than two 
days. So that business was finished ; for, in the space of those 
two days, the Indians never ceased from working—some in 
fetching palm-leaves, others in interlacing them, in such sort, 
that their king’s commandment was executed as he desired. 

Our fort was built in the form of a triangle: the side toward th: 
west, which was toward the land, was inclosed with a little trenc!, 
and raised with turns made in form of a battlement, of nine fe! 


high; the other side, which was toward the river, was inclosed wit! 
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a palisade of planks of timber, after the manner that gabions are 
made. On the south side, there was a kind of bastion, within which 
[ caused an house for the munition to be built; 1t was all butlded 
with faggots and sand, saving about two or three feet high, with 
turf, whereof the battlements a made. In the midst, I caused a 
great court to be made, of eighteen paces long and broad, in the midst 
whereof, on the one side drawing toward the south, I builded a corps 
de gard, and an house on the other side, toward the north, which I 
caused to be raised somewhat too high, for, within a short while 
after, the wind beat it down; and experience taught me that we 
may not build with high stages in this country, by reason of the 
winds whereunto it is subject. One of the sides that enclosed 
my court, which I made very fair and large, reached unto the 
range of my munitions, and, on the other side, towards the river, 
was mine own lodging, round about which were galleries, all 
covered. One principal door of my lodging was in the midst of 
the great place, and the other was toward the river. A good 
distance from the fort, I built an oven, to avoid the danger 
against fire, because the houses are of palm-leaves, which will 
soon be burnt after the fire catcheth hold of them, so that, with 
much ado, a man shall have leisure to quench them. Lo, here, 
in brief, the description of our fortress, which I named Caroline, 


in honor of our prince, King CHarRLEs. 
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exercise: therefore, I charged Monsicu: 





DE OTTIGNI, my lieutenant, a man in 
truth, worthy of all honor for his honesty and virtue, to search 
up within the river, what this TAimogoa might be, whereof the 
Paracoussy SATouRIouA had spoken to us so often at our 
coming on shore. For execution hereof, the paracoussy gave 
him two Indians for his guides, which, taking upon them to 
lead him in this voyage, seemed to go unto a wedding, se 
desirous they were to fight with their enemies. 

‘Being embarked, they hoisted sail, and, having sailed about 
twenty leagues, the Indians, which still looked on this side and 
that side to espy some of their enemies, discovered three canocs, 
and immediately they began to cry, Thimogoa! Thimogoa! anc 
spake nothing else, but to hasten forward to fight with them, 
which the captain seemed to be willing to do, to content them. 


When they came to board them, one of the Indians got hold 
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an halbert, another of a cutlass, in such a rage, that he would 
have leaped into the water to have fought with them alone. 
Nevertheless, OTTIGNI would not let them do it; for while he 
deferred to board them, he gave the others respite to turn the 
prows of their canoes toward the shore, and so to escape into 
the woods. Again, the meaning of OTTIGNI was not to make 
war upon them of Thimogoa, but rather to make them friends, 
and to make them, thenceforth, to live in peace, one with 
another, if it were possible, hoping, by this means, to discover, 
daily, some new thing, and, especially, the certain course of the 
river. For this purpose, he caused the bark to retire, wherein 
were the two Indians (his guides), and went with his men toward 
the canoes, which were on the river’s side. Being come unto 
them, he put certain trifles into them, and then retired a good 
way from them, which thing caused the Indians which were 
fled away, to return to their boats, and to understand, by this 
sign, that those of our bark were none of their enemies, but 
rather come only to trafic with them. Wherefore, being thus 
assured of us, they called to our men to come near unto them; 
which they did incontinently, and set foot on land, and spake 
treely unto them, with divers ceremonies over long to recount. 
In the end, Orricnr demanded of them, by signs, if they had 
any ‘gold or silver among them; but they told him they had 
none, as then; and that, if he would send one of his men with 
them, they would bring him, without danger, into a place where 
‘ney might have some. Orricni seeing them so willing, 
delivered them one of his men, which seemed very resolute, to 


undertake this voyage : this fellow staid with them until ten of 
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the clock next morning, so that Captain OTTIGNI, somewhat 
offended with his long stay, sailed ten great leagues further up 
the river, although he knew not which way he should go, yer 
he went so far up, that he espied the boat wherein his soldier 
was: which reported unto him, that the Indians would havc 
carried him three great days’ journey further, and told him thar 
a king, named Mayara, rich in gold and silver, dwelt in those 
quarters, and that, for small quantity of merchandise, enough 
might be had of him, yet that he would not hazard himsel: 
without his leave; and that he brought him a very little gold. 
This being done, our men returned toward our fort (Fort Car- 
oline), after they had left the soldier with the Indians, to 
inform himself more and more of such things as he might 
discover more at leisure. 

Fifteen days after this voyage to Thimogoa, I dispatched Cap- 
tain VassEuR, and my serjeant also, to return again into this 
country, and to seek out the soldier which remained there in 
the former voyage. Being, therefore, embarked, they sailed 
two whole days, and, before they came to the dwelling of the 
Indians, they found two of them on the river’s side, which were 
expressly sent unto that place to descry whether any of their 
enemies were come to that part, with intention to surprise them, 
as they did usually. When they perceived Captain Vasseur, 
they knew, incontinently, that he was none of their enemics, 
and, therefore, made no difficulty to come near unto the bark, 
and showed him, by signs, that the soldier, which they sought, 
was not in that place, but was at that present time in the house 


of King Mottova, which was vassal unto another great king, 
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named by them, Orata Ouae UrTina, and, if the Captain 
would sail thitherward, he should come thither very quickly, 
wherewith he was content, and caused his men to row to that 
part which the Indians showed him: whereat they were so glad 
that they came quickly before, by land, to declare his arrival, 
which was at the lodging of King Mortoua, after he had rowed 
not past half a league. While King Motiova had ended enter- 
taining Captain Vasseur and his men, the soldier came in with 
five or six pounds weight of silver, which he had trucked and 
trafficked with the Indians. This king caused bread to be 
made, and fish to be dressed, after the Indian fashion, to feast 
our men; to whom, while they were at meat, he made a dis- 
course of divers other kings, his friends, and allies, reckoning 
up to the number of nine of them, by name, to wit: CADECHA, 
Cuiriti, EcLtavovu, Enacapre, CaLany, ANACHARAQUA, OmI- 
TIAQUA, ACQUERA, Moaguoso, all which, with him, to the 
number of more than forty, he assured us, to be the vassals 
of the most renowned Orata Ouae Utina. 

This done, we went about, likewise, to discover the enemies 
of Ovata Ouae UTina, in which number he placed, as the 
first, the Paracoussy SATOURIOUA, monarch of the confines of 
the River of May, which hath, under his obeisance, thirty other 
paracoussies, whereof there were ten, which were all his breth- 
ren, and that, therefore, he was greatly esteemed in those parts ; 
then he named three others, no less puissant than SaTourtoua, 
whereof the first dwelt two days’ journey from his lord, OLaTa 
Ouae Utina, and ordinarily made war upon him, whose name 


was PoTANou, a man cruel in war, and pitiful in the execution 
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of his fury. For he took the prisoners to mercy, being content 
to mark them on the left arm, with a great mark like unto a 
seal, and so imprinted as it had been touched with an hot iron; 
then he let them go without any more hurt. The two others 
were named ONATHEAQUA and Housraqua, being great lords, 
and abounding in riches; and principally ONATHEAQUA, which 
dwelt near unto the high mountains, wherein there was abun- 
dance of many rare things, and infinite quantity of a kind ot 
flat stone, wherewith they made wedges to cleave their wood. 


The occasion ‘which, as he said) moved PoTANou to wage war 


against OLtatTa Ouae Urina, was the fear that he had, least he 


and his companions should get of that hard stone in his country, 
wherewith they headed their arrows, and could not get it in any 
nearer place. 

Besides all this, Moxtova recited to Captain Vasseur, that 
the king’s allies, the vassals of the great OtaTa, armed their 
breasts, arms, thighs, legs, and foreheads, with large plates of 
gold and silver; and that, by this means, the arrows that were 
discharged upon them could do them no manner of hurt at all, 
but rather were broken against them. Hereupon, Captain 
VassEuR inquired whether the kings (ONaTHEAQUA and Hovs- 
TAQUA) were like unto us; for, by the description that they 
made of them, he began to doubt whether they were Spaniards 
or not; but Motrzova told him that they were not, but that 
they were Indians, like the rest, saving that they painted their 
faces with black, and that the rest, as MoLtova, painted them 
with red. ‘hen my lieutenant (VAssEuR), and my serjeant, 


promised him that, one day, I should march with my forces 
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uito those countries, and that, joining myself with his lord 
‘Oxata), I would subdue the inhabitants of the highest of those 
mountains. He was very glad of this speech, and answered, 
chat the least of these kings which he had named should present 
unto the general of these the height of two feet of gold and 
silver, which, by force of arms, they had already gotten of those 
two kings (OnaTHEAQUA and Housraqua). 

The good cheer being done, and the discourses ended, my 
men embarked themselves again, with intention to bring me 
those good news unto the Fort Caroline; but, after they had 
sailed a very long while down the river, and were come within 


three leagues of us, the tide was so strong against them that 


they were constrained to go on land, and to retire themselves, 


because of the night, unto the dwelling of a certain paracoussy, 
named Motona, which showed himself very glad of their arri- 
val; for he desired to know some news of Thimogoa, and 
thought that the Frenchmen went thither for none other oc- 
casion, but for to invade them. Which Captain VassEuR 
perceiving, dissembled so well, that he made him believe that 
he went to Lhimogoa with none other intention but to subdue 
them, and to destroy them with the edge of the sword, without 
mercy; but that their purpose had not such success as they 
desired, because that the people of Thzmogoa, being advertised of 
this enterprise, retired into the woods, and saved themselves by 
Hight; that, nevertheless, they had taken some as they were 
fleeing away, which carried no news thereof unto their fellows. 
The paracoussy was so glad of this relation, that he interrupted 


him, and asked Vasseur of the beginning and manner of his 
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execution, and prayed him that he would show him, by signs, 





how all things passed. Immediately, Francis La CAILLE, the 
serjeant of my band, took his sword in his hand, saying, thar, 
with the point thereof, he had thrust through two Indians, which 
ran into the woods; arfd that his companions had done no less 
for their parts; and that, if fortune had so favored them that 
they had not been discovered by the men of Thimogoa, they had 
a victory most glorious and worthy of eternal memory. Here- 
upon the paracoussy showed himself so well satisfied, that he 
could not devise how to gratify our men, which he caused to 
come into his house, to feast them more honorably ; and, having 
made Captain VassEuR to sit next him, and in his own chair 
(which the Indians esteem for the chiefest honor), and then, 
underneath him, two of his sons, goodly and mighty fellows, he 
commanded all the rest to place themselves as they thought 
good. ‘This done, the Indians came, according to their good 
custom, to present their drink (cassine) to the paracoussy, and 
then to certain of his chiefest friends, and the Frenchmen. 
Then, he which brought it, set the cup aside, and drew out a 
little dagger, stuck up in the roof of the house, and, like a mad- 
man, he lifted his head aloft, and came apace, and went and 
smote an Indian which sat alone in one of the corners of the 
hall, crying, with a loud voice, Hyou/! the poor Indian stirring 
not at all for the blow, which he seemed to endure patiently. 

He which held the dagger, went quickly to put the same !" 
its former place, and began again to give his drink as he did 
before; but he had not long continued, and had scarce give! 


three or four thereof, but he left his bowl again, took the 
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dagger in his hand, and quickly returned unto him which he 
had stricken before, to whom he gave a very sore blow on the 
side, crying, Hyou! as he had done before, and then he went to 
put the dagger in its place, and set himself among the rest. A 
little while after, he that had been strfcken, fell down back- 
wards, stretching out his arms and legs, as if he had been ready 
to yield up the latter gasp. And then, the younger son of the 
paracoussy, appareled in a long, white skin, fell down at the feet 
of him that was fallen backward, weeping bitterly ; half a quar- 
ter of an hour after, two others of his brethren, clad in like 
apparel, came about him that was so stricken, and began to sigh 
pitifully. Their mother, bearing a little infant in her arms, 
came from another part, and, going to the place where her sons 
were at the first, she used infinite numbers of outcries, then 
one, while lifting up her eyes to heaven, another, while falling 
down unto the ground; she cried so dolefully, that her lament- 
able mournings would have moved the most hard and stony 
heart in the world with pity. Yet this sufficed not, for there 
came in a company of young girls, which did never leave weep- 
ing, for a long while, in the place where the Indian was fallen 
down, whom afterward they took, and, with the saddest gestures 
they could devise, carried him away into another house, a little 
way off from the great hall of the paracoussy, and continued 
their weepings and mournings for the space of two long hours, 
in which, meanwhile, the Indians ceased not to drink cassine, 
but, with such silence, that one word was not heard in the parlor. 
Vasseur being grieved that he understood not these ceremonies, 


demanded of the paracoussy what these things meant; which 
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answered him slowly, Thimogoa, Thimogoa, without saying an, 


be 
is 


more. Being more displeased than he was before with so slig 
an answer, he turned unto another Indian, the paracous:;’ 
brother, who was a paracoussy as well as his brother, calle¢ 
Mattico, which made him a like answer as he did at the first, 
praying him to ask no more of these matters, and to have 
patience for that time. The subtle old paracoussy prayed him, 
within awhile after, to show him his sword; which he would 
not deny him, thinking that he would have beheld the fashion 
of his weapons; but he soon perceived that it was to another 
end; for, the old man, holding it in his hand, beheld it a long 
while on every place, to see if he could find any blood upon 
it, which might show that any of their enemies had been 
killed; for the Indians are wont to bring their weapons where- 
with their enemies have been defeated, with some blood upon 
them, for a token of their victories. But, seeing no sign 
thereof, upon it, he was upon the point to say unto him, that he 
had killed none of the men of Thimogoa; whereas VASSEUR, 
preventing that which he might object, declared and showed 
unto him, by signs, the manner of his enterprise, adding, that 
by reason of the two Indians which he had slain, his sword was 
so bloody, that he was enforced to wash and make it clean a long 
while in the river; which the old man believed to be like to be 
true, and made no manner of reply thereto. 

VassEuR, La CaILte, and their other compatriots, went ou! 
of the hall to go unto the room whither they had carried the 
Indian. There they found the paracoussy sitting upon tapestries 


made of small reeds, which was at meat, after the Indian 
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fashion, and the Indian that was smitten, hard by him, lying 
upon the self-same tapestry ; about whom stood the wife of 
the paracoussy, with all the young damsels, which betore bewailed 
him in the hall, which did nothing else but warm a great deal 
of moss, instead of napkins, to rub the Indian’s side. Here- 
upon, our men asked the paracoussy, again, for what occasion 
the Indian was so persecuted in his presence: he answered, 
that this was nothing but a kind of ceremony, whereby 
they would call to mind the death and persecutions of the 
paracoussies, their ancestors, executed by their enemy, Thzm- 
goa; alleging, moreover, that as soon as he, himself, or any 
of his friends and allies returned from the country, without 
they brought the heads of their enemies, or without bringing 
home some prisoner, be used for a perpetual] memory of all] his 
predecessors, to beat the best beloved of all his children with 
the self-same weapons wherewith they had been killed in times 
past, to the end that, by renewing of the wound, their death 
should be lamented afresh. Now, when they were thus in- 
formed of those ceremonies, they thanked the paracoussy for their 
good entertainment, which they had received; and so, setting 
sail, they came to me unto the fort, where they declared all 
unto me, as | have recited it heretofore. On the 28th of July, 
our ships departed to return into France; and, within awhile, 
about two months after our arrival in Florida, the Paracoussy 
SATOURIOUA sent certain Indians unto me to know whether I 
would stand to my promise, which I had made him at my first 
arrival in that country: which was, that I would show myself 


friend to his friends, and enemy unto his enemies ; and, also, to 
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accompany him with a good number of harquebuses, when h- 
should see it expedient, and should find a fit occasion to got. 
war. Now, seeing that he rested upon his promise, he praye:! 
me not to defer the same. Seeing, also, that making thar 
account thereof, he had taken such good order for the execution 
of his enterprise, that he was ready, and was furnished with a!! 
things that were necessary for the voyage, | made him answer, 
that, for his amity, I would not purchase the enmity of the 
other ; and that albeit I would, yet, notwithstanding, I wanted 
means to do it; for it behoved me, at that present time, to make 
provision of victuals and munition for the defense of my fort. 
On the other side—that my barks were nothing ready, and that 
this enterprise would require time; moreover, that the Paracous:s 
SATOURIOUA might hold himself ready to depart within two 
months, and that, then, I would think of fulfilling my promise 


to him. 
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CHAPTER. IX. 


H E Indians carried this answer to their 
paracoussy,* which was little pleased with 
it, because he could not defer his exe- 
cution or expedition, as well because all 


his victuals were ready, as also because 





ten other paracoussies were assembled with him for the perform- 
ance of this enterprise. The ceremony which this savage used, 
before he embarked his army, deserveth not to be forgotten ; 
for, when he was sitting down by the river’s side, being com- 
passed about with ten other paracoussies, he commanded water to 
be brought him speedily. This done, looking up into heaven, 
he fell to discourse of divers things, with gestures that showed 
him to be in exceeding great chgler, which made him one while 
shake his head hither and thither; and, by and by, with, I wot 
not what fury, to turn his face towards the country of his 
enemies, and to threaten to kill them. He oftentimes looked 
upon the sun, praying him to grant him a glorious victory of his 


enemies; which, when he had done, by the space of half an hour, 





a ee 





* A generic appellation of the chiefs from Maryland to Florida. 
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he sprinkled, with his hand, a littie of the water, which he held 
in a vessel, upon the heads of the paracoussies, and cast the res:, 
as it were, in a rage and despite, into a fire, which was there 
prepared for the purpose. ‘This done, he cried out, thrice, H. 
Thimogoa! and was followed with five hundred Indians, at the 
least, which were there assembled, which cried, all with one 
voice, He Thimogoa! This ceremony, as a certain Indian told 
me, familiarly, signified nothing else but that SaTourtova 
besought the Sum to grant unto him so happy a victory, that 
he might shed his enemies’ blood, as he had shed the water, 
at his pleasure. Moreover, that the paracoussies, which were 
sprinkled with a part of that water, might return with the 
heads of their enemies, which is the only, and chief, triumph 
of.their victories. 

The Paracoussy SarouriouA* had no sooner ended his cere- 
monies, and had taken a view of all his company, but he 
embarked himself, and used such diligence with his a/madies, ot 
boats, that, the next day, two hours before the sun set, he 
arrived on the territories of his enemies, about eight or ten 
leagues from their villages. Afterward, causing them all to go 
on land, he assembled his counsel, wherein it was agreed, that 
five of the paracoussies should sail up the river with half of the 


troops, and, by the break of day, should approach into the 





* Sarourioua (SaTorivaA) was a powerful chief, claiming the territory around th< 
mouth of the St. oAns, and northward along the coast nearly as far as the Savanna. 
and his influence extended to a considerable distance inland. ‘‘He showed himselt 4° 
implacable enemy of the Spaniards. In 1567, he assisted Domincue pe Gourcurs ! 
destroy their settlements on the St. Fohns River, the St. Matheo of the Spaniards.” — 
Brtnton’s Notes on Florida, 
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dwelling of their enemies. For his own part, that he would 
take his journey through the woods and forests, as secretly as 
he could ; and that when they were come thither, as well they 
that went up by water as he which went by land, should not 
fail, by the break of the day, to enter into the village, and cut 
them all in pieces, except the women and little children. 

These things, which were thus agreed upon, were exe- 
cuted with as great fury as was possible; which, when they 
had done, they took the heads of their enemies which they 
had slain, and cut off their hair, round about, with a piece of 
their skulls; they took also twenty-four prisoners, which they 
led away, and retired themselves immediately into their boats, 
which waited for them. Being come thither, they began to sing 
praises unto the Sun, to whom they attributed their victory. 
And, afterwards, they put the skins of those heads on the end 
of their javelins, and went, altogether, toward the territories of 
Paracoussy OMOLOA, one of them which was in the company. 
Being come thither, they divided their prisoners, equally, to each 
of the paracoussies, and left thirteen of them to SaTourioua, 
which straightway dispatched an Indian, his subject, to carry 
news before of the victory, to them which staid at home to 
guard their houses, which immediately began to weep. But, as 
soon as night was come, they never left dancing, and playing a 
thousand gambols, in honor of the feast. 

The next day, the Paracoussy SaTouRIOUA came home, who, 
before he entered into his lodging, caused all the hair-skulls of 
his enemies to be set up before his door, and crowned them with 


branches of laurel— showing, by this gloricus spectacle, the 
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began lamentation and mourning, which, as soon as.the nizh: 
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triumph of the victory which he had obtained.  Straightwa, 


began, were turned into pleasures and dances. 

After that I was advised of these things, I sent a soldier untu 
SATOURIOUA, praying him to send me two of his prisoners, 
which he denied me, saying, that he was nothing beholding unt 
me, and that I had broken my promise against the oath which | 
had sworn unto him at my arrival. Which, when I understood 
by my soldier, which was come back with speed, I devised how 
I might be revenged of this savage, and to make him know how 
dearly this bold bravado of his should cost him; therefore, | 
commanded my sexjeant to provide me twenty soldiers, and go 
with me to the house of Sarourioua. Where, after I was 
come, and entered into the hall without any manner of saluta- 
tion, I went and sat me down by him, and staid a long while 
without speaking a word unto him, or showing him. any sign o! 
friendship, which thing put him deeply in his dumps; besides, 
that certain soldiers remained at the gate, to whom I had given 
express commandment to suffer no Indian to go forth. Havinz 
stood still about half an hour, with this countenance, at length 
I demanded where the prisoners were, which he had taken 3! 
Thimogoa, and commanded them presently to be brought unte 
me. Whereupon, the paracoussy, angry at the heart, and aston- 
ished wonderfully, stood a long while without making an 
answer; notwithstanding, at last, he answered me very stoutls, 
that, being afraid to see us coming thither in such warlikc 
manner, they fled into the woods, and that, not knowing which 


way they were gone, they were not able, by any means, ‘ 
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bring them again. Then I seemed to make as though I under- 
stood not what he had said, and asked for his prisoners again, | 
and for some of his principal allies. “Then Sarourioua com- 
manded his athore to seek out the prisoners, and to cause them 
to be brought into that place; which thing he did, within an 
hour after. 

After they were come to the lodging of the paracoussy, they 
humbly saluted me, and, lifting up their hands before me, they 
would have fallen down prostrate, as it were, at my feet; but I 
would not suffer them, and, soon after, led them away with me 
unto my own fort. The paracoussy being wonderfully offended 
with this bravado, bethought himself, by all means, how he 
might be revenged of us. But, to give us no suspicion thereof, 
and the better to cover his intention, he sent his messengers, 
oftentimes, unto us, bringing always with them some kind of 
presents. Among others, one day, he sent three Indians, which 
brought us two baskets full of great pumpions, much more 
excellent than those which we have in France, and promised 
me, in their king’s behalf, that, during mine abode in that 
country, I should never want victuals. I thanked them for 
their king’s good will, and signified unto them the great desire 
which I had, as well for the benefit of Sarourroua as for the 
quiet of his subjects, to make a peace between him and those of 
Thimogoa; which thing could not choose but turn to their great 
benefit, ‘seeing that being allied with the kings of those parts, he 
had an open passage (ONATHEAQUA, his ancient enemy), which, 
otherwise, he could not set upon. | 


Moreover, that Orara Ouae UTiNa was so mighty a para- 
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coussy, that SATOURIORA was not able to withstand his forces. 
but, being agreed together, they might easily overthrow all the: 
enemies, and might pass the confines of the farthest rivers thu 
were towards the south. ‘The messengers prayed me to have 


patience until the morrow, at what time they would come agai: 


aii 
5 


unto me, to certify of their lord’s inclination, which they failed 
not to do; advertising me that Paracoussy SATOURIOUA was the 
gladdest man in the world to treat of this accord (although, 
indeed, he was quite contrary), and that he besought me to be 
diligent therein, promising to observe and perform whatsoever 
I should agree upon with those of Thimogoa; which things the 
messengers also rehearsed unto the prisoners which [| had led 
away. After they were departed, I resolved, within two days, 
to send back again the prisoners to Orara Ovuae UrTina, 
whose subjects they were; but, before I embarked them, I gave 
them certain small trifles,; which were little knives, or tablets 
of glass, wherein the image of King CHarLes IX was drawn, 
very lively, for which they gave me very great thanks, as also 
for the honest entertainment which was given at Fort Carz- 
line. After this, they embarked themselves, with Captain Vas- 
SEUR, and with M. pe Artac,* mine ensign, which I had sent 
of purpose to remain a certain time with Ouar Urina, hoping 
that the favor of this great paracoussy would serve my turn 
greatly, to make any discoveries in time to come. I sent with 


him, also, one of my serjeants, and six gallant soldiers. 





* This name, which often occurs, should be spelt “ D’Ertacu.” “ Ce Genti!- 
homme,” says CuarLevoix, ‘etoit Suisse, et il n’y a point de maison de Suisse pus 


connue que celle p’Ertacu,” 
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Thus things passed on in this manner, and the hatred of Para- 
coussy SATOURIOUA against me did still continue, until that, on 
the 29th of August, a lightning from heaven fell within half a 
league from our fort; more worthy, I believe, to be wondered 
at, and to be put in writing, than all the strange signs which 
have been seen in times past, and whereof the histories have 
never been written. For, although the meadows were, at that 
season, all green, and half covered over with water, neverthe- 
less, the lightning, in one instant, consumed about five hundred 
acres therewith, and burned, with the ardent heat, thereof, all the 
fowls which took their pastime in the meadows; which thing 
continued for three days’ space—which caused us nota little to 
muse, not being able to judge whereof this fire proceeded. For 
one while, we thought that the Indians had burnt their houses, 
and abandoned their places, for fear of us; another, while we 
thought that they had discovered some ships on the sea, and 
that, according to their custom, they had kindled many fires, 
here and there, to signify that their country was inhabited; 
nevertheless, being not assured, I determined to send to Para- 
coussy SERRANAY to know the truth thereof. But, even as I 
was upon the point to send one by boat, to discover the matter, 
six Indians came unto me from Paracoussy ALLIMACANY, which, 
at their first entry, made unto mea long discourse, and a very 
large and ample oration (after they had presented me with 
certain basketsful of maize, of pumpions, and of grapes) of the 
loving amity which ALLIMACANY desired to continue with me, 
and that he looked, from day to day, when it would please me 


to employ him in my service. ‘Therefore, considering the ser- 


33 
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viceable affection that he bare unto me, he found it very strange 
that I thus discharged mine ordinance against his dweiling, 
which had burnt up an infinite sight of green meadows, and 
consumed even down unto the bottom of the water; and came 
so near unto his mansion, that he thought he saw the fire in his 
house; wherefore, he besought me, most humbly, to command 
my men that they would not shoot any more towards his 
lodging, otherwise that, hereafter, he should be constrained to 
abandon his country, and to retire himself into some place 
further off from us. 

Having understood the foolish opinion of this man, which, 
notwithstanding, could not choose but be very profitable for us, 
I dissembled what [ thought thereof for that time, and answered 
the Indians with a cheerful countenance, that the relation which 
they made unto me of the obedience of their paracoussy did 
please me right well, because that, before, he had not behaved 
himself in such sort towards me, especially when I summoned 
him to send me the prisoners of great OLatTa Ouae Urina, 
which he detained; whereof, notwithstanding, he made no great 
account, which was the principal cause wherefore I had dis- 
charged mine ordnance against him; not that I meant to reach 
unto his house (as I might have done easily, if it had pleased 
me), but that I was content to shoot the half way, to make him 
know my force; assuring him, furthermore, that, on condition 
that he would continue in his good affection, no more ordnance 
should be discharged against him hereafter; and, besides, that I 
would become his faithful protector against his greatest enemies. 


The Indians, contented with mine answer, returned, to assure 
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their paracoussy, which, notwithstanding the assurance, withdrew 1564. 
himself from his dwelling twenty or twenty-five leagues off, and 
that for the space of more than two months. After that three 
days were expired, the fire was quite extinguished; but, for two 
days after, there followed such an excessive heat in the air, that 
the river, near unto which we planted our habitation, became so 
hot, that I thought it was almost ready to seethe. For there 
died so great abundance of fish, and that of so many divers 
sorts, that, in the mouth of the river only, there were found 
dead enough to have loaded fifty carts, whereof there issued a 
putrefaction in the air, which bred many dangerous diseases 
amongst us, insomuch, that most of my men fell sick, and 
almost ready to end their days. Yet, notwithstanding, it pleased 
our merciful Gop so to provide, by his providence, that all our 


men recovered their health, without the loss of any one of them. 
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CHAPT E.R xX. 





onsteur De Arlac, Captain Vasseur, 
and one of my serjeants, being em- 
barked, with their ten soldiers, about 
the 1oth of September, to carry back 


the prisoners unto Urina, sailed so tar 





up the river, that they discovered a 
place called MJagarqua, distant from our fort about four-score 
leagues, where the Indians gave them good entertainment, and 
in many other villages which they found. From this place, 
they rowed to the dwelling of Paracoussy UT1na,* which, after 
he had feasted them, according to his ability and power, prayed 


M. ve Artac, and all his soldiers, to stay awhile with him, to 





* Modern antiquarians have located the territory and residence of OLaTa OuTINA on 
the banks of the River May (St. Fohns), near the northern extremity of Lake Geors¢. 
Among the tributaries of this great chief (paracoussy), were CApEcHA, Cuititi, ENcarr®, 
CaLrany, ANACHARQUA, Acquerra, and Moquoso. The warriors of OuTINA covered 
their breasts, arms, thighs, and !egs, with plates of gold and silver. He was the riva! 
monarch of Satouriova (Saroriva), whose territory also extended along the Rrv-’ 
May. Other kings and chiefs lived farther south on that river, whose count:’ 
abounded in gold and silver, from which M. Lauponnizre’s officers procured large 
quantities in bars, supposed to have been taken from Spanish galleons, wrecked on the 


coast of Florida. 












7. . ‘ ' . . . ; Ve ; ead ~ ore De ; Saal 
: mG 7 : oA u sw, t OR: ) HOVE IO. Of) BNORTA 
: - = 4 
‘ 4 ‘ —— ) ’ . * ,. * e a 
“q A vis t oi ' , Swope th oo e AV ORANHUIALCA vt? IAD. 
’ ¥ ‘ i. _ . P _ 2 } “ ’ 
esl4 . . ra ji : ’ ; . sen ee8 » oe “e - 
" Pow rh . te he » 2OTAIQ Mew 4" . : HUD gtheh US sees Ves to 
. 
4 a % 
‘ mik US ¥2 i& ¥IOUN  « ff VOIRVOTAG | mse 
; 
, ? P P . ~~ * =, 4 
‘rues sow eri dy no dtuoe wart bevil d@tsids baw egntad wtO atk. 


™ : ot ms _ : . . , - Bisel ——s ats Ys 
tes nome e'saimmuoaual .M daidw mov) »alis bas blog ni bebaeoda 


2 ‘ » » * on * ' P . <_< 4 
: 00 besloorw atosticg daimeg? mon meideo goed svaed oF bes qs gered pi noe 
la yPtet a 

' biol t Vo. 
- 7 f 
‘ 7S 
a i Sue 

A 





NORGE ASR IPORME RELA SORIA SNL I AS ARI IRL NEG SALES SR SON EN IE SA TORT oi huey i ie Olle 


LOUISIANA AND FLORIDA. — 261 


aid and assist him in battle against one of his enemies, called 
PoTaNou; whereunto M. pe Arzac consented willingly. And, 
because he knew not how long he might have occasion to stay 
in these parts, he sent me (Captain Vasseur) and the bark back 
again, which brought home only five soldiers with him. 

Now, because the custom of the Indians is always to wage 
war by surprise, Utina resolved to take his enemy, PoTanou, 
in the morning, by the break of day. ‘To bring this to pass, he 
made his men to travel all the night, which might be in number 
two hundred persons; so well advised, that they prayed our 
French shot to be in the fore front, to the end (as they said), 
that the noise of their pieces might astonish their enemies; not- 
withstanding, they could not march so secretly but that those 
of the village of Poranou, distant from the dwelling of Utina 
about twenty-five leagues, were aware of them; which suddenly 
employed and bestowed all their endeavor to defend their village, 
inclosed all with trees, and issued out in great companies; but, 
finding themselves charged with shot (a thing wherewith they 
never had been acquainted), also beholding the captain of the 
band fall down dead, in the beginning of their skirmish, with a 
shot of an harquebuse, which struck him in the forehead, dis- 
charged by the hand of M. pe Artac, they left the place; and 
the Indians of Utina got into the village, taking men, women, 
and children, prisoners. 

Thus, Paracoussy Utina obtained the victory by the aid of our 
men, which slew many of his enemies, and lost, in this conflict, 
one of their companions, wherewith Utina was very much 


grieved. Eight or ten days after, I sent Captain Vasseur back 





1564. 
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again, with a bark, to fetch home M. pe Ar ac and his soldiers, 
which, at their return, brought me certain presents from UTina, 
as some silver, and a small quantity of gold, painted skins, and 
other things, with a thousand thanks, which the paracoussy gave 
me, and which promised, that if, in any enterprise of import- 
ance, I should have need of his men, he would furnish me with 
three hundred and above. 

While I thus travelled, to purchase friends, and to practice 


one while with one here, and another while with another there, 


certain soldiers of my company were suborned, underhand, 


by one named La Roquetre, of the country of Perigott, which 
put in their heads that he was a great magician, and that, by 
the secrets of art-magic, he had discovered a mine of gold and 
silver, far up within the river, whereby (upon the loss of his 
life) every soldier should receive, in ready bullion, the value of 
ten thousand crowns, besides and above fifteen hundred thou- 
sand, which should be reserved for the King’s Majesty; where- 
fore they allied themselves with La RoqueTTe and another of 
his confederates, whose name was LE GeEurRE, in whom, not- 
withstanding, I had great affance. This Le Guere,* exceed- 
ing desirous to enrich himself in those parts, and, seeking to 
be revenged, because I would not give him the carriage of the 
packet into France, secretly informed the soldiers that were 
already suborned by La Roquetre, that I would deprive them 
of this great gain, in that I did set them daily on work, not 


sending them on every side to discover the countries; therefore, 


* This name is sometimes, written “Le Genre, a lieutenant who was somewhs! 


in the confidence of M. LAuponnIERE. | 
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that it were a good deed, after they had made me understand so 
much, to seek means to dispatch me out of the way, and to 
choose another captain in my place, if I would not give them 
victuals, according to their disordinate appetite. He also brought 
me word here of himself, making a large discourse unto me of 
the good affection of the soldiers, which all besought me that 
I would conduct them to the countries where the mine was. 
I made him answer, that all could not go thither, and that it 
was necessary, before their departure, to settle our fortress in 
such estate, that those which were to stay at home behind 
should remain in security against the Indians which might sur- 
prise them. 

Furthermore, that their manner of proceeding seemed strange 
unto me; for that they imagined that the King’s Majesty was, 
at the charges of our voyage, for none other end, but only to 
enrich them at their first arrival, inasmuch as they showed 
themselves much more given unto covetousness than unto the 
service of their prince. But, seeing mine answer tended unto 
none other end but to make our fortress strong and defensible, 
they determined to travel in the work, and made an ensign of 
old linen, which, ordinarily, they bore upon the rampart when 
they went to work, always wearing their weapons, which I 
thought they had done to encourage themselves to work the 
better. But, as I perceived, afterwards, and that, by the con- 
tession of GEuURE, sent me in letters which he wrote to me of 
that matter, these gentle soldiers did the same for none other 
end but to have killed me, and my lieutenant also, if, by chance, 


I had given them any hard speeches. 


1564. 
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About the 20th of September, as I came home from the 
woods and coppices, to finish the building of my fort (and 
that, according to my usual manner, I marched first to give 
encouragement unto my soldiers), I chafed myself in such sore 
and grievous sickness, whereof I thought I should have died; 
during. which sickness, I called Le Geure often unto me, as 
one that I trusted above all others, and of whose conspiracies | 
doubted not any whit at all. In this, meanwhile, assembling 
his accomplices, sometimes in his chamber, and sometimes in 
the woods, to consult with them, he spake unto them to choose 
another captain, besides me, to the intent to put me to death; 
but, being not able, by open force, to execute his mischievous 
intention, he got him unto mine apothecary, praying him in- 
stantly to mingle in my medicine, which I was to receive one 
or two days after, some drug that should make me fritch over 
the perch, or, at the least, he would give mea little arsenic, or 
quicksilver, which he himself would put into my drink. But 
the apothecary denied him, as did, in like manner, Master %., 
which was master of the fire-works. Thus, wholly disap- 
pointed of both his means, he, with certain others, resolved to 
hide a little barrel of gunpowder underneath my bed, and, by 
a train, to set it on fire. 

Upon these practices, a gentleman, which I had dispatched to 
return into France, being about to take his Jeave of me, adver- 
tised me, that LE Geure had given him a book, full of all kind 
of lewd invectives and slanders against me, against Monsieur 
DE Orricn1, and against the principal of my company; upo” 


which occasion, I assembled all my soldiers together, and Capt. 
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BourDET, with all his; which, on the 4th of September, arrived 
in the road, and were come into our river. In their presence, I 
caused the contents of the book to be read aloud, that they 
might bear record of the untruths that were written against M. 
LE GEuRE, which had gotten him into the woods, for fear of 
being taken (where he lived for awhile after with the savages, 
by my permission), wrote unto me often, and, in many of his 
letters, confessed unto me, that he had deserved death, con- 
demning himself so far forth, that he referred all to my mercy 


and pity. 


1564. 
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_N the 7th or 8th day of November, 
after I had caused sufficient provision 
of such victuals as were needful to be 
made, I sent two of my men, to wit: 


La Rocue FERRIERE, and another, to- 





ward King UtTina, to discover, every 
day, more and more of the country—where he was the space of 
five or six months, during which he discovered many smal! 
villages, and, among others, one named Postague—the king, 
whereof, being desirous of my friendship, sent unto me a quiver, 
made of a lucern’s skin, full of arrows, a couple of bows, fou: 
or five skins, painted after their manner, and a chain of silver, 
weighing about a pound weight. In recompense of which 
presents, I sent him two whole suits of apparel, with certain 
cutting-hooks, or hatchets. 

After these things, therefore, in this sort, passed, about the 
1oth of this month, Captain BourpeET determined to leave me, 
and to return into France. Then I requested him—yea, rathe: 
was exceeding importunate with him—to carry home with him 


some six or seven soldiers, whom I could not trust, by any 
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means: which he did, for my sake, and would not charge him- 


self with Le Guere, which offered him a great sum of money, 


| if it would please him to carry him into France: he transported 


him only to the other side of the river. ‘Three days after his 
departure, thirteen mariners, which I had brought out of France, 
suborned by certain other mariners, which Captain BourDET 
had left me, stole away my barks, in manner following: These 
mariners of Captain BourpET put mine in the head, that if 
they had such barks as mine were, they might gain very much 
in the isles of the Antilles, and make an exceedingly profitable 
voyage. Hereupon, they began to devise how they might steal 
away my barks, and consulted, that when 1 should command 
them to go unto the village of Sarauahi, distant about a league 
and a half from our fort, and situated upon an arm of the river 
(whither, according to my manner, I sent them daily to seek 
clay, to make brick and mortar for our houses), they would 
return no more, but would furnish themselves with victuals, as 
well as they might possibly, and then would embark themselves, 
all in one vessel, and would go their way—as, indeed, they did. 
And, that which was worse, two Flemish carpenters, which the 
said BourpEeT had left me, stole away the other bark, and, 
before their departure, cut the cables of the bark, and of the 
ship-boat, that it might go away with the tide, that I might not 
pursue them; so that I remained without either bark or boat, 
which fell out as unluckily for me as possible; for I was 
teady to embark myself, with all speed, to discover as far up 
our river as I might, by any means. Now, my mariners (as I 


understood afterwards) took a bark, that was a passenger of the 


1564. 


“pOat 























-mid ogres 300 bluow bas 
r(Gom Yo mue sso7g 8 mid bewhe dsidw, pas 
bsnogenan od : sona1F omi oni yrs of mid cegalg 

vid voite eynb) sond'T nt tr | 
amin Yo 200 adguord bed T doidw eroninem a 
Teadsv08 nigiqs) doidw groniem redi0- alana yd 
seolT : gaiwollot tonaem ai asad ym yews slot oat ial | 
U sara ,beod ods ai oni tq taaavol nisiqeD Io 
daum yisv aisg sdgim. yoda tow shir ze edisd dows bad) 
sideniorg ylynibssexs ae saisar bas wllvint od? Yo astis iia 
lssse adyim gods wod velvab os eyed ved? <noquorsll | as | 
Duane, biuode I modw suds sbosluanos brs died ym yews 
sugeal & twods snsicib donee Yo ogalliv ods oimy og of mba 
19vi3 ads Yo mis ne moqu bozeusie bas 2101 a0 mot Usd aaah 
ove 03 ylisb mode mae 1 aonnem ym of gnibiooss sdsid 
bluow yoda (2sevod wo ict satom baa doind salam os 
ee -éleuzaiv Miiw eovivemeds. delat bluow sid .s20m on 
avisemsd: jisdms bluow aody bas. coldiesog tdgim yods es | iz 
*bib yor? .baobisi 8—yew tiedy og bluow bar loezav osa0 ie 
oni doidw .2rsansqieo deimold, ows eerow aw doidw tadz -baA — 
bos dud r9dio ots yswe slow ,om diol bed taaavol bike 
od3 Yo bas dad ond jo ealde> off uo ~omsneqab’ tisds nod 


jon tdgien ; 1a(l1 ,obia od? dsiw yews og: sdginn si amdds aod-qide — 
Jaod 10 ahisd sortie awodsiw bonismonl Sed¥ oz oz ; aod gue 


zaw 1 ao} eoldizeoq: 28 sev rh) ylidoulawde wo List @ 


GU 16 2e/ 19v0RiIb of cbooge dic daiw Aloeymn dreds of yb 
I ¢s) 222ni2em yen wow ANE sesh aadgion i er ‘a 17 re 





F 





mo 





1564. 








ne a  enameeenenemnenmanennenmeneciaeel 


268 HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS OF 


Soaniards, near the Jsle of Cuba, wherein they found a certain 
quantity of gold and silver, which they seized upon. And, 
having this booty, they lay awhile at sea, until their victuals 
began to fail them; which was the cause that, oppressed with 
famine, they came unto Havana, the principal town of the /i/- 
of Cuba; whereupon proceeded that mischief, which, hereafter, 
I will declare more at large. When I saw my barks returned 
not at their wonted hour, and suspecting that which fell out, 


indeed, I commanded my carpenters, with all diligence, to make 


_a little boat, with a flat bottom, to search those rivers for some 


news of these mariners. “The boat, dispatched within a day 


and a night—by reason that my carpenters found planks and 
timber ready sawed to their hands, as, commonly, I caused my 
sawyers to provide it—I sent men to seek some news of my 
thieves; but all was in vain. Therefore, I determined to cause 
two great barks to be built, each of which might be thirty-five 
or thirty-six feet long in the keel. And now that the work was 
very well forward, which I had set my workmen about, when 
ambition and avarice (the mother of all mischief) took root in 
the hearts of four or five soldiers, which could not away with 
the work and pains-taking; and which, from thenceforwar 


(namely, one FourngEAux, and one La Crorx, and another, 


called STEVEN LE GENEvo!Is, the three principal anthors of the 


sedition), began to practice with the best of my troop, showing 
them that it was a vile thing for men of honest parentage, 4s 
they were, to turmoil themselves thus with abject and base 
work, seeing that they had the best occasion in the world offered 


them to make themselves all rich; which was to arm the two 
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barks which were in building, and to furnish them with good 
men; and thereto sail into Peru, and the other isles of the 
Antilles, where every soldier might easily enrich himself with 
ten thousand crowns. And, if their enterprise should be mis- 
liked, withal, in France, they should be always able, by reason 
of the great wealth that they should gain, to retire themselves 
into Italy, until the heat were overpast, and that, in the mean 
season, some war would fall out, which would cause all this to 
be quite forgotten. 

This word of riches, sounded so well in the ears of my 
soldiers, that, in fine, after they had oftentimes consulted of 
their affairs, they grew to the number of three-score and six; 
which, to color their great desire which they had to go on 
stealing, they caused a request to be presented unto me, by 
FRANCIS DE LA CAILLE, serjeant of my company, containing, 
in sum, a declaration of the small store of victuals that was 
left to maintain us, until the time that ships might return from 
France; for remedy, whereof, they thought it necessary to send 
to New Spain, Peru, and all the isles adjoining, which they 


besought me to be content to grant. But, I made them answer, 


that, when the barks were finished, I would take such good’ 


order in general, that, by means of the King’s merchandise, 
without sparing mine own apparel, we would get victuals of the 
inhabitants of the country; seeing, also, that we had enough to 
serve us for four months to come; for I feared greatly that, 
under pretense of searching for victuals, they would enterprise 
somewhat against the King of Spain’s subjects, which, in time 


to come, might justly be laid to my charge, considering that, at 
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our departure out of France, the Queen had charged me, very 
expressly, to do no kind of wrong to the King of Spain’s 
subjects, nor anything whereof he might conceive any jealousy. 
They made as though they were content with this answer; burt, 
eight days after, as I continued in working upon our fort, and 
on my barks, I fell sick. Then, my seditious companions, for- 
getting all honor and duty, supposing that they had found good 
occasion to execute their rebellious enterprise, began to practice, 
afresh, their former designs, handling their business so well, 
during my sickness, that they openly vowed that they would 
seize on the guard du corps, and on the fort; yea, and force me, 
also, if I would not consent unto their wicked desire. My 
lieutenant being, hereof, advertised, came and told me that he 
suspected some evil practice; and, the next day, in the morning, 
I was saluted at my gate, with men in complete harness, what 
time my soldiers were about to play me a shrewd trick; then | 
sent to seek a couple of gentlemen, whom I most trusted, 
which brought me word that the soldiers were determined to 
come to me, to make a request unto me. But, [ told them, 
this was not the fashion to present a request unto a captain, in 
this manner; and, therefore, they should send some few unto 
me, to signify unto me what they would have. 

Hereupon, the five chief authors of the sedition, armed with 
corselets, their pistols in their hands, already bent, pressed into 
my chamber, saying unto me, that they would go to New Spain, 
to seek their adventure. 

Then I warned them to be well advised what they meant to 


do; but, they forthwith replied, that they were fully advised 
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already, and that I must grant them this request. Seeing, then, 





quoth I, that Iam enforced to do it, I will send Captain Vas- 
sEUR, and my serjeant, which will make answer, and give me 
an account of everything that shall be done in this voyage; and, 
to content you, I think it good that you take one man out of 
every chamber, that they may accompany Captain Vasseur and 
my serjeant. Whereupon, blaspheming the name of Gop, they 
answered, that they must go thither; and that there lacked 
nothing, but that I should deliver them the armor, which I had 
in my custody; for fear least I might use them to their disad- 
vantage (being so villainously abused by them), wherein, not- 
withstanding, I would not yield unto them. But they took all 
by force, and carried it out of my house; yea, and after they 
had hurt a gentleman in my chamber which spake against their 
doings, they laid hands on me, and carried me, very sick as I 
was, prisoner into a ship which rode at anchor in the midst of 
the river; wherein I was the space of fifteen days, attended | 
upon with one man only, without permission of any of my 
servants to come to visit me; from every one of whom, as also 
from the rest that took my part, they took away their armor. 
And they sent me a passport to sign, telling me, plainly, after I 
had denied them, that, if I made any difficulty, they would all 
come and cut my throat in the ship. ‘Thus was I constrained 
to sign their passport; and, forthwith, to grant them certain 
mariners, with TRENCHANT, an honest and skillful pilot. 

When the barks were finished, they armed them with the 
King’s munition, with powder, with bullets, and artillery, as 


much as they needed, and chose one of my serjeants for their 
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1564. captain, named BerTRAND CoNFERRENT; and, for their ensign, 
one named La Crox. They compelled Captain VassEur to 
deliver them the flag of his ship; then, having determined to 
sail unto a place of the Antilles, called Lauguane, belonging 
unto the King of Spain, and there to go on land, on Christmas 
night, with intention to enter into the church while the mass 


was said, after midnight, and to murder all those that they found 


there, they set sail on the 8th of December. But, because the 


een TEE SEIT 


greatest part of them, by this time, repented them of their 
enterprise, and that they now began to fall into mutinies among 
themselves when they came forth of the river, the two barks 
divided themselves—the one kept along the coast unto Cuba, to 
double the cape more easily, and the other went right forth to 
pass athwart the Js/es of Lacya; by reason, whereof, they met 
not until five weeks after their departure. During which time, 
the bark that took her way along the coast, wherein one of 
the chief conspirators, named DE ORANGE, was captain, and 
TRENCHANT, his pilot, near unto a place, called Archaha, took 
a brigantine, laden with a certain quanity of cassavi—which ts a 
kind of bread, made of roots, and yet, nevertheless, is very 
white, and good to eat—and some little wine, which was not 
without some loss of their men; for, in one assault that the 
inhabitants of Archaha made upon them, two of their men 
were taken, to wit: STEPHEN Goubou, and one named GRanD 
Pré, besides two more that were slain in the place, namely, 
Nicoras Master, and DousLet; yet, nevertheless, they took 
the brigantine, wherein they put all their stuff that was in 


their own bark, because it was of greater burthen, and better 











@ 
4 @r 





ae 


. 
’ 
+ 
= 
- 
ws 


727 a 
awa oo 


: 
v¥ 
: 
+ 

La 
| 
4 

¢ 
ry 
aaa 


me ps i A ae = *Y ; 
sisds rot ,bax ;-rWaramo’d aAwT 

ee ae |< ae 
7 aimqs0 bslisqmos ydT ~x188D 


* . ‘ se i P . 7 
o} byciewieb goivad ,novia ;qide’ an lo gen ors sno 


, ° , ‘ 7 oe Be 
Sonia vati p32 _ Al i Liiha’e HAITZAIM CAdCI1! 
Low " ® ’ e-# ' F : 


















: 
4 


?, 


a 7 


aagunk belles allfith off to soul g~omny. 
; 1 a 


. » * 


baal no o@ of o19d3 bie .tisqa lo gaia owl om 


, ‘ * ‘ * 
w tion ih osal 19909 of noinosnb dive giigia 


Thiyia “WS? i wy YS pw Alege arts 


died ava sadd P 


LOUISIANA AND FLORIDA. 273 


Fae tac 


of sail than their own. Afterward, they sailed right unto the 1564. 
. a ee 
Cape of Santa Maria, near to Leauguane, where they went on 


land, to caulk and draye their ship, which had a great leak. In 
this, meanwhile, they resolved to sail to Baracou, which is a 


village of the Jsl/e of “famaica, where, at their arrival, they found 


a caravel, of fifty or three-score tons burthen, which they took, 
without anybody in it; and, after they had made good cheer in 
4 the village, the space of five or six days, they embarked them- 
selves in it, leaving their second ship; then they returned to the 
Cape of Tiburon, where they met with a patach, which they took 
by force, after a long conflict. In this patach, the Governor of 
Jamaica was taken, with great store of riches, as well of gold 
and silver as of merchandise and wine, and many other things; 
wherein our seditious companions, not content, determined to 
seek more in their carave/, and their Governor of Jamaica, also. 
After they were come to Jamaica, they missed of another 
caravel, which did save itself in the haven. The governor, 
being fine and subtle, seeing himself brought unto the place 
which he desired, and where he commanded, obtained so much 
by his fair words, that they, which had taken him, let him put 
two little boys, which were taken with him, into a little cock- 
boat, and sent them to his wife into the village, to advertise 


her that she should make provision of victuals to send unto him. 





But, instead of writing unto his wife, he spake unto the boys 
; secretly, that, with all diligence, she should send the vessels 
that were in the havens near that place, to succor and rescue 
him. Which she did, so cunningly, that, on a morning, about 


the break of the day, as our seditious companions were at the 
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haven’s mouth (which reacheth above two leagues up within the 
land), there came out of the haven a malgualire, which maketh 
sail both forward and backward, and then two great ships, 
which might be, each of them, of four-score or an hundred ton, 
apiece, with good store of ordnance, and well furnished with 
men; at whose coming our mutinous fellows were surprised, 
being not able to see them when they came, as well because ot 
the darkness of the weather, as, also, by reason of the length ot 
the haven; considering, also, they mistrusted nothing. True 
it is, that five or six-and-twenty that were in the brigantine 
discovered these ships when they were near them, which, seeing 
themselves pressed for want of leisure to weigh their anchor, 
cut their cable, and the trumpeter, which was in it, advertised 
the rest; whereupon the Spaniards, seeing themselves descried, 
discharged a volley of cannon-shot against the Frenchmen, 
which they followed, by the space of three leagues, and recovered 
their own ships. The brigantine, which escaped away, passed 
sight of the Cape des Aigrettes, and the Cape of St. Anthony, 
situate in the Js/e of Cuba, and, from thence, passed within the 
sight of Havana. But, TRENCHANT, their pilot, and the trum- 
peter, and certain other mariners of this brigantine, which 
were led away by force in this voyage (as elsewhere we have 
declared), desired nothing more than to return to me; where- 
fore, these men agreed together (if, peradventure, the wind 
served them well) to pass the channel of Bahama while their 
seditious Companions were asleep; which they did accomplish 
with such good success, that, in the morning, toward the break 


of day, about the 25th of March, they arrived upon the coast of 













’ dy nidsive 
~ - 
f ndwat oldw 


2 a ‘ 
avor jodoeo1 do 


P 
bs : 7" y 
. 7 *: : 


if . 
navad oii Yo! tuo, “MRD 919 ds (baw 









oni ong) ren s 


D 
wee 

















—." 7 Py 
* a 


7 


aqide emg 0 ows nods bas Peak he bas | biewra 


i ' » “a . 
,. ne boibnud ms 16 sio9e-twel Ww. modi-o ¢ fone aie 
itis 3D oe ¢ : < 
ie id 
awh How brs ,onenbio Io s10% boos diiw oxsiqa- 


T 


7% ‘ a my taa¢ e « cr 1 , : ‘ a 
isengqive stew ewollsi N Avo Baimod, saotiw 16 jm 


ry 
: : - : ; : - — mJ 
, - ae be |i iv ¢ fz thet ry* , =49 > & f Til wrt 9d 
1 (WhO OW 2€& On : MI0W iMmotl 232 OF SiGe JOU Wits : 7 tae 
7 : 
7 “4 
' : « : 5 
¥ i4 7. ’ r 
>| 1 " * r =a) - 
‘ v . atk 37, ~ ( 2 ae ov 3 ik z ia 2) orl ‘x 
rf _ ran ® P « : a wa 
_ < ‘ i ‘ " 
MiFIo is ,aniishiaaes <neved sdy 
; 7 
18 
. ° 
. « ‘ a } - = ; 
! & i ‘ © - IVI iy , i 
+ 
rT oF oa : . , a a et ‘e 
- : « 3 oy pays , 771 ‘> 2.5% 4 HAN awh- 
te rJitt - bas ‘ ; iW @€éG1é@ 9297) DOISVOIZID * 
7 & 
i 
aap Se. f ; F , 7" ‘ a PP , m1) bat “ 
OnoONe Mode } J “aw 10% DSteSiq. esvisemsa) 7 
+ : 
i 
i 4 7 J i * 
%, ~~, * + . ree P - ( ’ . ree 2 - 4 
fis IDVOR ¢ fyi - orit , ORL j 1k ,-JiGKD (ofi7 JUD 
4 « ; , 
- 7 “* rie 7 r* 4 +2“) I . Tel * * +26 OTs! 
’ i ‘ § pi P a , - ‘ * ber a 3 2291 5m} 
re 4 . 
ry * ~~ » _ Ll 7 af 
7 ‘ : ' “er -” * 
- ¢* iw ~ é A ‘ 1 ¢ ° - ~ : 210 
- t — Md 
7 e % 4 c * a 
Ws i v : } » ¥ ar vey Ww 
. ‘ ! a | . amd 
& wv | . ‘ awa e 4 , otal i Pill 
: ’ { ry ? ® 
et ‘eh o Al s¢ ‘ | i> In:ere 
' - : 4 "Ss" 
reare4s f f ' 4 
‘ ” iy 1 <— * oe 4 
PaTELSS A 4 : ah Oi DIR 
> « . 
: , « + °. _ -. ‘ 
vu) Dfik } i€ BMD ? » Jelyie 
’ ___ se 
° - 
“ ’ 7 r - o s 
“ Listize’ e ‘ : - : , ) fi ei 5a 
cy ; 
4 lusaal ' : bo! 
y rt % 4 , , ~ Que 
: ih i VRWA & pI OW , 
‘ A. ie - : ; it 
4 at ' oe on , e ‘ . rere ’ aT BAN ay nis 
iw 5 rime7s ma unidion betieab. (betlssb a 
° P r ; = 
+ 1 % f , - ~~ 
° , : : 7 ‘ - { FE wt Fakes 
- r 
: 
¢ a . . 
Ph , , ; nen ertod , ri 4 _ rr rn ° . he 
4tid if BinGGhes. #2 isnt a / I (3 MoOW Moni 12198 
i! 1.¢v7T “yt » amt 7 ? , oi meer ocae i” vf 7 
a ia a 2 stl { & Vl SVAGe age MJ el 4is lose 


249992 boog owe dive ral 


4 
‘ 
. 
ws 
- 
~ 
oo 
> 
ive 
i) 
= 
. 
— 
ond 
oe 
~ 
oe 
~ 
—_- 
A 
he 
bod 
i 
A. 


3 oda oo lo Awe 





RRM wR om nee meetin dears, 


LOUISIANA AND FLORIDA. 275 


Florida; where, knowing the fault which they had committed, 
ina kind of mockery, they counterfeited the judges; but they 
played not this prank until they had tippled well of the wine 
which remained yet in their prize. One counterfeited. the 
judge, another personated my person; one other, after he had 
heard the matter pleaded, concluded thus: ‘*‘Make you your 
causes as good as it pleaseth you; but if, when you come to 
Fort Caroline, the captain cause you not to be hanged, I will 
never take him for an honest man.” Others thought that, my 
choler being passed, I would easily forget this matter. Their 
sail was no sooner descried upon our coast, but the king of the 
place, named Partica, dwelling eight leagues distant from our 
fort, and being one of our good friends, sent an Indian to adver- 
tise me that he had descried a ship upon the coast, and that he 
thought it was one of our nation. Hereupon, the brigantine, 
oppressed with famine, came to an anchor at the mouth of the 
River of May, when, at the first blush, we thought they had 
been ships come from France, which gave us occasion of great 
joy. But, after I had caused her to be better viewed, I was 
advertised that they were our seditious companions that were 
returned. Therefore, [ sent them word, by Captain VassEuR 
and my serjeant, that they should bring up their brigantine 
before the fortress, which they promised to do. Now, they were 
not above two leagues distance from the mouth of the river, 
where they cast anchor, unto the fortress. The next day, I 
sent the same captain and serjeant, with thirty soldiers, because 
1 saw they much delayed their coming. Then they brought 


them; and, because certain of them had sworn, at their de- 
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parture, that they would never come again within the fort, | 
was well pleased that they should keep their oath. For thi, 
purpose, I waited for them at the river’s mouth, where I made 
my barks to be built, and commanded my serjeant to bring the 
four chief authors of the mutiny on shore, whom I caused, 
immediately, to be put in fetters; for my meaning was not to 
punish the rest, considering that they were suborned, and 
because my council, expressly assembled for this purpose, had 
concluded that these four only should die, to serve for an 
example to the rest. In the same place, I made an oration 
unto them, in this manner: 

“‘ My friends, you know the cause why our King sent us unto 
this country ; you know that he is our natural prince, whom we 
are bound to obey, according to the commandment of Gop, in 
such sort that we ought neither to spare our goods, or lives, 
to do those things that‘concern his service; ye know, or, at 
least, you cannot be ignorant, that, besides this general and 
natural obligation, you have this also joined thereunto; that, 
in receiving of him reasonable pay and wages, you are bound to 
follow those whom he hath established over you, to be your 
governors, and to command you, in his name; having, for this 
purpose, given him an oath of fidelity, which you cannot, )) 
any means, revoke for any fair appearance which you have to 
do the contrary; for this is reason, that seeing you live upon 


his charges, upon this condition (this is reason, I say) that you 


should be faithful unto him. Notwithstanding you have had 


more regard unto your unbridled affections than unto virtue, 


which invited you to the observance of your oath, in such sor 
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that, being become contemners of all honesty, you have passed 
vour bonds, and thought that all things were lawful for you. 
Whereupon, it is fallen out, that while you thought to escape 
the justice of men, you could not avoid the judgment of Gop, 
which, as a thing by no means to be avoided, hath led you, and, 
in spite of you, hath made you to arrive in this place, to make 
you confess how true his judgments are, and that he never 
suffereth so foul a fault to escape unpunished.” 

After that I had used unto them these, or the like speeches, 
following that which we had agreed upon in council in respect 
of the crimes which they had committed, as well against the 
King’s Majesty as against me, which was their captain, I com- 
manded that they should be hanged. Seeing, therefore, that 
there was no starting-hole, nor means at all to save themselves 
from this arrest, they took themselves unto their prayers; yet, 
one of the four, thinking to raise a mutiny among my soldiers, 
said thus unto them: ‘* What, brethren and companions, will 
you suffer us to die so shamefully?” And, taking the words 
out of his mouth, I said unto him: ‘* That they were not com- 
panions of authors of sedition, and rebels unto the King’s 
service.” Hereupon the soldiers besought me not to hang 
them, but rather let them be shot through, and then, afterward, 
it | thought good, their bodies might be hanged upon certain 
gibbets along the haven’s mouth, which I caused presently to be 
put in execution. So, here, what was the end of my mutinous 
soldiers, without which I had always lived peaceably, and 
enjoyed the good desire, which I had, to make an happy and 


quiet voyage? But, because I have spoken of nothing but their 
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1564. accidents and adventures which happened unto them after thei: 





departure, without making any mention of our fort, I will retury 
to the matters from which I digressed, to declare that which te!) 


out after their departure. First, I began to consider I migh: 


CORRE errno eres 


confirm and make myself more constant in mine affliction, tha: 
these murmurers could not ground their sedition upon want ou! 
victuals; for, from the time of our arrival, every soldier, daily, 
unto this day, and, besides, until the 28th of February, had a 
loaf of bread, weighing twenty-two ounces. Again, I recounted, 
with myself, that all new conquests, by sea and by land, are, 
ordinarily, troubled with rebellions, which are easy to be raised, 
as well in respect of the distance of place as in respect of the 


hope that the soldiers have to make their profits, as we may 


be well informed, both by ancient histories, and also by the 
troubles which lately happened unto CHRISTOPHER CoLUMBUs 
after his first discovery, to Francis Pizarro, and Digco pr 
ALMAGRO, in Peru, and to FERNANDO CorTEz. An _ hundred 
thousand other things came unto my mind to encourage and 
confirm me. My lieutenant, OrriGNi, and the serjeant of my 
band, came to seek me in the ship, where I was prisoner, ané 
carried me from thence ina bark, as soon as our rebels were 
departed. After I was come unto the fort, I caused all my 
company that remained to be assembled in the midst of the 
place, before the corps de garde, and declared unto them the 
faults which they, that had forsaken us, had committed, prayinz 
them to bear them in memory, to bear witness, thereof, when 
; need should require. Forthwith, I ordained new captains to 


command the troops, and prescribed them an order, according 


SNE ARS oy OTN POTTER 


P — — _— ee wee ? 3, 
. “—s) Pn ° oe ” . > 
“ . a ee cee a Re a a ae ree I ee Ba 














ee 


lw 


a 


stile cp 


Trr 

- es 

PTT ES 
Lard 

V1O9- 


i . ta © bo 


ae not 


| bea? ies 
aia od mapsd FP seal 


es 
- ’ ' 
/ if " - A? 
; q 
*¢ 
a P 
ive 
‘ 
it 7 - i ws 
af 
' 
4 ‘ 
4 1 
5 
5 's » 
th * 
f 
de 
’ 
) +4 14. 
sor ; 
: 
’ 
~~ ° 
fi 
AsdET 
i 
? - oe 8) : 
< é 4 
f 
stil t2 ‘ 
1 
el y 
,1D1 ’ at ev ry : 
- 1< 
ae hs tieis a i) 
’ f y 
~ ~ eo reece 
e 1SD10 ti Sb pore ee 
: 


Off! tse 4 iy casm bie mites 


ow 


Simid 3? 


hoeng bas QOD var basmmo u% 


jon blues etwitr swam seo? 


-e301230 


{fs sera Alseven iw 
_J — i; ?.. 
; Iw OSI b4 -virienibie 


atzih odd Yo rooqes7 al iow ee 


ms i. ~ | 


- i ? JIiOe Dil yey sqod 


diod .bocmoini tlw od 
qed yer! dotilw eslduor 
afte 
DADAM! A 
basewods 


iM «1am erddiaos 


nevemaik wall dal 
if rU7 JE 1Z he | 


i398 0} 9misD ~basd 


mon om bom 


.bosteqob 


’ *s Ay 
‘¥ o2eisd 


o} bonisns tedd Yoaqinds 


’ #tts 


s10isd rulq 


bet sada , yous A>irtw aiuit ™ 


: 
veoarr (1 weaned 
MtPSTE) Git Gite 


sail sretly 
thy | Sip a1 bluod 2 ‘bson ei ; 


mow tot ¢2lauioIv. => 


wed 03 ausely ~ ’ 
























LOUISIANA AND FLORIDA. 279 


whereunto they were to govern themselves from henceforth, and 
to enter into their watch; for the greatest part of the soldiers, 
of whom I had the best opinion, were gone away with them. 
My declaration ended, they all promised me, with one accord, 
to obey me most humbly, and to do whatsoever I should com- 
mand them, though it were to die at my feet, for the King’s 
service; wherein, assuredly, they never after failed, so that, I 
dare say, after the departure of my mutinous companions, I was 
as well obeyed as ever was captain in place where he com- 
manded. The next day, after my return unto the fort, | 
assembled my men together again, to declare unto them that 
our fort was not yet finished, and that it was needful that all of 
us should put, thereto, our helping hands, to assure ourselves 
against the Indians; wherein, having willingly agreed unto me, 
they raised it all with turf from the gate unto the river, which 
is on the west side. This done, I set my carpenters on work 
to make another bark, of the same bigness that the others were 
of; I commanded the sawyers that they should prepare planks, 
the smiths to prepare upon nails, and, certain others, to make 
coal, so that the bark was finished in eighteen days. After- 
wards, I made another, less than the first, the better to discover 
up the river. In this mean space, the Indians visited me, and 
brought me, daily, certain presents—as fish, deer, turkey-cocks, 
leopards, and little bears, and other things, according to the 
place of their habitation. I recompensed them with certain 
hatchets, knives, beads of glass, combs, and _ looking-glasses. 
Two Indians came unto me one day, to salute me, on behalf of 


their king, whose name was Marracou, dwelling from the 
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place of our fort some forty leagues toward the south, and told 
me that there was one in the house of King OnaTHagua, 
which was called Barsu, or the bearded man; and, in the 
house of King Marutaca, another man, whose name the 
knew not, which was not of their nation; whereupon, I con- 
ceived that these might be some Christians. Wherefore, I sen: 
to all the kings, my neighbors, te pray them, that, if there were 
any Christians dwelling in their countries, they would find 
means that he might be brought unto me; and that I would 
make them double recompense. They, which love rewards, 
took so much pains, that the two men whereof we have spoken, 
were brought unto the fort unto me. They were naked, wear- 
ing their hair long unto their hams, as the savages used to do, 
and were Spaniards born; yet, so well accustomed to the fashion 
of the country, that, at the first sight, they found our manner 
of apparel strange. After that I had question of certain matters 
with them, I caused them to be appareled, and to cut their hair, 
which they would not loose, but lapped it up in a linen cloth, 
saying, that they would carry it into their country, to be a testi- 
mony of the misery that they had endured in the Indies. In 
the hair of one of them was found a little gold hidden, to the 
value of five-and-twenty crowns, which he gave unto me. 
And, examining them of the places where they had been, and 
how they came thither, they answered me, that, fifteen years 
past, three ships, in one of which they were, were cast away 


over against a place, named Ca/os,* upon the flats, which are 





* 6 This word,” says Brinton, “is still preserved in the Seminole appellation of the 
Sanybal River (Caloosa-Hatchie), and in that of the. Bay of Carlos, corrupted by the 
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called The Martyrs, and that the King of Calos* recovered the 
greatest part of the riches which were in the said ships; travel- 
ling in such sort, that the greatest part of the people were saved, 
and many women, among which number there were three or 
four married women, remaining there yet, and their children 
also, with this King of Calss. I desired to learn what this king 
was; they answered me, that he was the goodliest and the 
tallest Indian of the country, a mighty man, a warrior, and 
having many subjects under his obedience. They told me, 
moreover, that he had great store of gold and silver, so far forth; 
that, in a certain village, he had a pit-full thereof, which was, 
at the least, as high as a man, and as large as a ton, all which 
wealth the Spaniards fully persuaded themselves that they could 
cause me to recover, if I were able to march thither with a 
hundred shot, besides that which I might get of the common 
people of the country, which had also great store thereof. 
They further, also, advertised me, that the women, going to 
dance, did wear, about their girdles, plates of gold as broad as a 
saucer, and, in such number, that the weight did hinder them 
to dance at their ease, and that the men wear the like also. 
The greatest part of these riches was had, as they said, out of 
the Spanish ships, which, commonly, were cast away in this 
strait; and the rest, by the traffic which this King of Ca/os had 


with the other kings of the country. Finally, that he was had 





English to Charlotte Harbcr, both on the south-western coast of the Peninsula, near 
sorth latitude twenty-six degrees forty minutes.” 
* “Ce Cals ou Cal/os sont anthropophages, et fort cruel, ils demeurent dans une baye 


gel porte également leur nom et celui de Ponce de Leon.” —Cuar.evoix, 


36 


1564. 
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in great reverence of his subjects, and that he made them 
believe that his sorceries and charms were the causes that mai- 
the earth bring forth her fruit; and, that he might the easic: 
persuade them that it was so, he retired himself, once or twice 4 
year, to a certain house, accompanied with two or three of his 
most familiar friends, where he used certain enchantments ; and, 
if any man intruded himself to go to see what they did in th. 
place, the king, immediately, caused him to be put to death. 
Moreover, they told me, that, every year, in the time ot 
harvest, this savage king sacrificed one man, which was kept 
expressly for this purpose, and taken out. of the number of the 
Spaniards, which, by tempest, were cast alway upon that coast. 
One of these two declared unto me, that he had served him a 
long time for a messenger, and that, oftentimes, by his com- 
mandment, he had visited a king, named ONATHAQUA, distant 
from Cales four or five days’ journey, which always remained his 
faithful friend; but that, in the midway, there was an island, 
situate in a great lake of fresh water, named Sarrope,* about 
five leagues in bigness, abounding with many sorts of fruits, 
especially in dates, which grow on the palm trees, whereof they 
make a wonderful trafic; yet not so great as of a kind of root 
whereof they make a kind of meal, so good to make bread ot, 
that it is impossible to eat better; and that, for fifteen league» 
about, all the country is fed therewith, which is the cause tha! 
the inhabitants gain of their neighbors great wealth and profit, 


for they will not part with this root without they be well pai 


ee NO 


* Supposed to be Lake Ware, in Marion County. 
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for it. Besides that, they are taken for the most warlike men 
of all that country, as they made good proof when the King of 
Calos, having made alliance with ONaTHAQua, was deprived 
of ONATHAQUA’s daughter, which he had promised to bis in 
marriage. 

He told me the whole matter, in this sort: As ONATHAQUA, 
well. accompanied with his people, carried one of his daughters, 
exceeding beautiful, according to the color of the country, unto 
King Catos, to give her unto him for his ites the inhabitants 
of this isle, advertised of the matter, laid an ambush for him in 
a place where he should pass, and so behaved themselves, that 
OnaTHAQUA was discomfited, the betrothed young spouse 
taken, and all the damsels that accompanied her, which they 
carried within the isle, which thing, in all the Indian’s country, 
they esteem to be the greatest victory; for, afterward, they 
marry these virgins, and love them above all measure. The 
Spaniards that made this relation told me, that, after this defeat, 
he went to dwell with OnarHaqua, and had been with him 
full eight years, even until the time that he was sent unto me. 
The place of Caos is situated upon a river, which is beyond the 
Cape of Florida, forty or fifty leagues toward the south-west; 
and the dwelling of OnaTHagQua is on this side of the cape, 
toward the north, in a place which we call, in the chart, CAN- 


NAVERAL, which is in twenty-eight degrees. 


1564. 
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CHAPTER XII. 4 


eye ry eres wer: ~ 


BOUT the 25th of January, Paracoussy* 


SATOURIOUA, my neighbor, sent me cer- 


1564. 





tain presents, by two of his subjects, 
to persuade me to join with him, and 


to make war upon OvaeE UtTina, which 





was my friend: and further sought me to retire certain of 
my men, which were with Urina—for whom, if it had not 
been, he had oftentimes set upon him, and defeated him. He 
besought me, herein, by divers other kings, his allies, which, 
for three weeks or a month’s space, sent messengers unto me, 
to this end and purpose; but I would not grant unto them thst 
they should make war upon him: yea, rather contrariwise, | 
endeavored to make them friends; wherein they condescended 
unto me, so far forth, that they were content to allow of any- 
thing that I would set down; whereupon, the two Spaniards— 


which, of long time, knew well the nature of the Indians— 








* & Amoug the Ca/oosas, the paracoussy, or king, was considered of divine natui¢, 3 
and believed to have the power to grant or withhold seasons favorable to the rey: 
and fortune in the chase. In war, the paracoussy led the van—and, in peace, sat 
the council house to receive the homage of his inferiors, and advise with his cou 


selors on points of national interest.”—Brinron’s Notes on Florida. ‘ 
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warned me that, in any case, I should not trust unto them ; 1564. 





because that, when they showed good countenance, and the 
best cheer unto men, then was the time that they would 
surprise and betray them; and that, of their nature, they were 
the greatest traitors, and most deep dissemblers of the world. 
Besides, I never trusted them but upon good ground, as one 
that had discovered a thousand of their crafts and subtleties, as 
well by experience as by reading of the histories of late years. 
Our two barks were not so soon finished, but I sent Captain 
Vasseur to discover—along the coast lying toward the north, 
and commanded him to sail unto a river, the king whereof was 
: called AupustTa, which was lord of that place—where those of 
a the year 1562 inhabited. I sent him two suits of apparel, with 
certain hatchets, knives, and other small trifles, the better to 


a insinuate myself into his friendship. And, the better to win 





i him, I sent in the bark, with Captain VassEur, a soldier, called 





Ar1mon, which was one of them which returned home in the 
first voyage, hoping that King Aupusta might remember 
him. But, before they were embarked, I commanded them to 
make inquiry what was become of another, called RovuFrFt, 


which remained alone in those parts, when NicHotas Mason, 


geen Ee 
a ae tek <i 


and those of the first voyage, embarked themselves to return 


into France. They understood, at their arrival there, that a 
bark, passing that way, had carried away the same soldier; and, 
afterward, I knew, for a certainty, that they were Spaniards 
which had carried him to Havana. The King Aupusta sent 
me back my bark full of mill, with a certain quantity of beans, 


two stags, some skins (painted after their manner), and certain 
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pearls, of small value, because they were burnt; and sent me 
word, that, if I would dwell in his quarters, he would give me 
a great country, and that, after he had gathered his mill, he 
would spare me as much as I would have. In the meanwhile, 
there came unto our fort a flock of stock-doves, in so great 
number, and that for the space of seven weeks together, that, 
every day, we killed, with harquebuse-shot, two hundred in 
the woods about our fort. After that Captain VasszEuR was 
returned, I caused the two barks to be furnished again with 
soldiers and mariners, and sent them to carry a present from me 
unto the widow of Hiocara, whose dwelling was distant from 
our fort about twelve leagues northward. She courteously 
received our men, sent me back my barks full of mill and 
acorns, with certain baskets-full of the leaves of cassine, where- 
with they make their drink. And the place where this widow 
dwelleth, is the most plentiful of mill that is in all the coast, and 
the most pleasant. It is thought that the queen is the most 
beautiful of all the Indians, and of whom they make most 
account; yea, and her subjects honor her so much, that always 
continually they bear her on their shoulders, and will not suffer 
her to goon foot. Within a few days after the return of my 
barks, she sent to visit me by her Azatiqui, which is as much as 
to say, as her interpreter. Now, while I thought I was furnished 
with victuals until the time that our ships might come out of 
France (for fear of keeping my people idle), I sent my two 
barks to discover, along the river, and up toward the head, 
thereof, which went so far up that they were thirty leagues good 


beyond a place, named Mathiaqua; and there they discovered 
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the entrance of a lake, upon the one side, whereof no land 
could be seen, according to the report of the Indians, which 
had, oftentimes, climbed on the highest trees in the country to 
see land, and, notwithstanding, could not discern any, which 
was the cause that my men went no further, but returned back; 
and, in coming home, went to see the sland of Edelano, situated 
in the midst of the river—as fair a place as any that may be 
seen through the world; for, in the space of some three leagues 
(that it may contain in length and breadth), a man may see an 
exceedingly rich country, and marvelously peopled. At the 
coming out of the village of Edelano, to go unto the river’s side, 
aman must pass through an alley, about three hundred paces 
long and fifty paces broad, on both sides, whereof, great trees 
are planted, the boughs, whereof, are tied together like an arch, 
and meet together, so artificially, that a man would think it 
were an arbor, made of purpose, as fair, I say, as any in all 
Christendom, although it be all natural. 

Our men, departing from this place, rowed to Eneguape, then 
to Chilily; from thence to Patica; and, lastly, they came unto 
Coya—where, leaving their barks, in a little creek of the river, 
with men to guard them, they went to visit UtTina, which 
received them very courteously; and, when they departed from 
his house, he entreated them so earnestly, that six of my men 
remained with him—of which number there was one gentle- 
man, named GROUTALD, which, after he had abode there about 
two months, and taken great pains to discover the country, with 
another which I had left a great while there to that intent, came 


unto me to the fort, and told me that he never saw a fairer 
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country. Among other things, he reported unto me, that he had 
seen a place, named Hostaqua: and that the king, thereof, was 
so mighty, that he was able to bring three or four thousand 
savages to the field; with whom, if I would join, and enter 
into league, we might be able to reduce all the rest of the 
inhabitants unto our obedience. Besides, that this king knew 
the passages unto the mountain of Apalatci, which the French- 
men desired so greatly to attain unto, and where the enemy 
of Hosraqua made his abode, which was easy to be subdued, 
if so be we would enter into league together. The king sent 
me a plate of a mineral that came out of this mountain—out 
of the foot, whereof, there runneth a stream of gold or copper 
(as the savages think), out of which they dig up the sand, 


with an hollow and dry cane or reed, until the cane be full; 


afterward they shake it, and find that there are many small 


grains of copper and silver among this sand, which giveth them 
to understand that some rich mine must needs be in the moun- 
tain; and, because the mountain was not past five or six days’ 
journey from our fort, lying toward the north-west, I deter- 
mined, as soon as our supply should come out of France, to 
remove our habitation unto some river more toward the north, 
that I might be nearer thereunto. 

One of my soldiers, whose name was PETER Gamey, which 
had remained a long space before in this country, to learn the 
language and trafic with the Indians, at the last, came to the 
village of Edelano, where, having gotten together a certain 
quantity of gold and silver, and purposing to return unto me, 


he prayed the king of the village to lend him a canoe (which 
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is a vessel made of one whole piece of wood, which the Indians 
used to fish, withal, and to row upon the rivers), which this lord 
of Edelano granted him. But, being greedy of the riches which 
he had, he commanded two Indians, which he had charged to 
conduct him in the canoe, to murder him, and bring him 
the merchandise and the gold which he had—which the two 
traitors villainously executed; for they knocked him on the 
head with an hatchet, as he was blowing the fire, in the 


canoe, to seethe fish. 


37 
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SMA? TE KR? API. 


HE Paracoussy UTINA sent, certain days 
afterward, to pray me to lend him a dozen 
or fifteen of my shot to invade his enemy, 


PotTaNnou; and sent me word, that, this 





enemy once vanquished, he would make 
me passage; yea, and would conduct me unto the mountains, 
in such sort, that no man should be able to hinder me. Then 
I assembled my men to demand their advice, as ] was wont to 
do in all mine enterprises. The greater part was of opinion that 
I should do well to send succor unto this paracoussy ; because 
it would be hard for me to discover any further up into the 
country without his help, and that the Spaniards, when they 
were employed in their conquests, did always enter into alliance 
with some one king to ruin another. Netwithstanding, because 
I did always mistrust the Indians, and that the more after the 
last advertisement that the Spaniards had given me, I doubted 
lest the small number which Urtina demanded might incur 
some danger, wherefore [ sent him thirty shot, under the charge 
of Lieutenant OrtiGni, which staid not above two days with 


Urina, while he prepared victuals for his voyage, which, 
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ordinarily, and, according to the custom of the country, are 1564. 
carried by women and young boys, and by hermaphrodites. Dikichcaiae 
Urina, setting forward with three hundred of his subjects, 

having, each of them, their bow and quiver full of arrows, 

caused our thirty shot to be placed in the forward, and made 

them march all the day, until that, the night approaching, and 

having not gone past half the way, they were enforced to lie 

all night in the woods, near a great lake, and there to encamp 
themselves. They separated themselves by six and six, making, 

each of them, a fire about the place where their king lay, for 

whose guard they opened a certain number of those archers in 

whom he put most confidence. As soon as day was come, the 


camp of the Indians marched within three leagues of PoraNnou ; 


there, King Utina requested my lieutenant to grant him four 





or five of his men to go and discover the country, which 
departed immediately, and had not gone far but they perceived, 


upon a lake, distant about three leagues from the village of 


soon gy whdpags Mate Oa eee eee eee eee a 


Poranou, three Indians, which fished in a canoe. Now, the 
custom is, that, when they fish in this lake, they have always 
a company of watchmen, armed with bows and arrows, to 
guard the fishers. Our men being, hereof, advertised by those 
of the company, durst not pass any further, for fear of falling 
into some ambush, wherefore, they returned towards Utina, 
which suddenly sent dhem back, with a greater company, to 
surprise the fishers before they might retire and advertise their 
king (Poranou) of the coming of his enemies, which they 
could not execute so politely, but that two of them escaped ; 


the third, also, did the best he could to save himself by swim- 
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ming, in which, meanwhile, he was slain with shot of arrows ; 
and they drew him back, stark dead, unto the bank-side, where 
our Indians flayed off the skin of his head, and cut off both his 
arms, in the highway, reserving his hair for the triumph, which 
their king hoped to make, for the defeat of his enemy. Urina, 


fearing lest Poranou, advertised by the fishers which were 


escaped, should put himself in arms to withstand him valiantly, 


asked counsel of his /awa (which is as much as to say, in their 
language, as his magician), whether it were best to go any 
further; then this magician made certain signs, hideous and 
fearful to behold, and used certain words; which, being ended, 
he said unto his king, that it was not best to pass any further, 
and that PoraNnou, accompanied with two thousand Indians, at 
the least, staid in such and sucha place for him, to bid him 
battle ; and, besides this, that all the said Indians were furnished 
with cords to bind the prisoners, which they made full account 
to take. 

This relation caused Utina to be unwilling to pass any 
further; whereupon my lieutenant, being as angry as ever he 
might be, because he had taken so great pains, without doing 
anything of account, said unto him, that he would never think 
well of him, nor of his people, if he would not hazard himself; 
and that, if he would not do it, at the least, that he would give 
him a guide to conduct him and his small company to the place 
where the enemies were encamped. Hereupon UTina was 
ashamed, and, seeing the good affection of M. pE OTTIGNI, 
determined to go forward, and he failed not to find his enemic> 


in the very place which the magician had named, where the 
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skirmish began, which lasted three long hours; wherein, with- 
out doubt, Urina had been defeated, unless our harquebuses 
had not borne the burthen and brunt of all the battle, and slain 
a great number of the soldiers of Poranou, upon which occa- 
sion they were put to flight. Wherewithal, Urina, being 
content, for the present, caused his people to retire, and return 
homeward, to the great discontentment of M. pe OTTiGnI, 
which desired nothing more than to pursue his victory. After 
he was come home to his house, he sent messengers to eighteen 
or twenty villages of other kings (his vassals), and summoned 
them to be present at the feasts and dances, which he purposed 
to celebrate, because of his victory. In the meanwhile, M. DE 
OrTicni refreshed himself for two days, and then, taking his 
leave of the paracoussy, and leaving twelve of his men to see 
that PoTanou, bethinking himself of his late loss, should come 
to burn the houses of Urtina, he set forward on his way to 
come unto me, unto our fort, where he up and told me how 
everything had passed; and, withal, that he had promised the 
twelve soldiers that he would come back again to fetch them. 
Then the kings, my neighbors, all enemies to Utina, being 
advertised of the return of my lieutenant, came to visit me, 
with presents, and to inquire how things had passed, praying 
me, all, to receive them into my favor, and to become enemy to 
Utina; which, notwithstanding, I would not grant them, for 
many reasons that moved me. 

The Indians are wont to leave their houses, and to retire 
themselves into the woods, the space of three months, to wit: 


January, February, and March, during which time, by no 
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means, a man can see one Indian; for, when they go on 
hunting, they make little cottages in the woods, whereuntw 
they retire themselves, living upon that which they take i: 
hunting. This was the cause that, during this time, we cou! 
get no victuals by their means; and, had it not been that I had 
made good provision, thereof, while my men had store, unt! 
the end of April (which was the time when, at the uttermost, 
we hoped to have had succor out of France), I should have 
been greatly amazed. This hope was the cause that the 
soldiers took no great care to look well unto their victuals, 
although I divided, equally among them, that which I could 
get abroad in the country, without reserving unto myself any 
more than the least soldier of all the company. The month 
of May approaching, and no manner of succor come out ot 
France, we fell into extreme want of victuals—constrained to 
eat the roots of the earth, and certain sorrel, which we found 
in the fields; for, although the savages were returned by this 
time into their villages, yet they succored us with nothing 
but certain fish, without which, assuredly, we had perished with 
famine. Besides, they had given us, before, the greatest part of 
their maize, and of their beans, for our merchandise. This 
famine held us from the beginning of May until the midst ot 
June, during which time the poor soldiers and handicraftsmen 
became as feeble as might be, and, being not able to work, dic 
nothing but go, one after another, in sentinel, unto the cliff ot 
an hill, situate very near unto the fort, to see if they might 
discover any French ship. In fine, being frustrated of their 


hope, they assembled, all together, and came to beseech me tv 
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take some order that they might return unto France, consider- 1564. 





ing that, if we let pass the season to embark ourselves, we were 
never like to see our country; where it could not be chosen 
but that some troubles were fallen out, seeing they had broken 
their promise made unto us, and that no succor was come from 
f thence. ‘Thereupon, it was consulted and resolved, by all the 
company, that the bark Breton should be trimmed up, whereof 
Captain Vasseur had charge. But, because the ship was not 
big enough to receive us all, some thought good to build the 
brigantine two decks higher, which our mutinous soldiers had 
5 brought back, and that twenty-five men should hazard them- 
4 selves, to pass therein, into France; the rest, being better 
4 advised, said, that it should be far better to build a fair ship, 
3 upon the keel of the galiot which I had caused to be made, 
promising to labor courageously thereupon. ‘Then I inquired 
of my shipwrights to know in what space they could make this 
ship ready. They assured the whole company, that, being fur- 
nished with all things necessary, they would make it ready by 


the 8th of August. Immediately, I disposed of the time to 





work upon it. I gave charge to M. pe Orrieni, my lieuten- 
ant, to cause timber, necessary for the finishing of both the 
vessels, to be brought; and, to M. pe ARLAC, my standard- 
bearer, to go with a bark, a league off from the fort, to cut 
down trees, fit to make planks, and to cause the sawyers, 
which he carried with him, to saw them; and, to my serjeant 
of the company, to cause fifteen or sixteen men to labor, in 
making coal; and, to Master Hance, keeper of the artillery, 


and, to the gunner, to gather store of rosin to bray the ves- 
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sels; wherein he used such diligence, that, in less than three 
weeks, he gathered two hogsheads of the same together. There 
remained, now, but the principal, which was to recover victuals 
to sustain us while our work endured, which I undertook to 
do, with the rest of my company, and the mariners of the ship. 
To this end, I embarked myself, making up the thirtieth, in 
my great bark, to make a voyage of forty or fifty leagues, 
having with us no provision at all of victuals, whereby, it may 
easily be gathered, how simply those of our fort were provided. 
True it is, that certain soldiers, being better husbands than 
the rest, and having made some provision of mast, sold a little 
measure, thereof, for fifteen or twenty sous, unto their com- 
panions. During our voyage, we lived on nothing else but 
raspices, of a certain round grain, little and black, and of the 
roots of palmettos, which we got by the river sides; wherein, 
after we had sailed a long time, in vain, I was constrained to 
return unto the fort, where the soldiers, beginning to be weary 
of working, because of the extreme famine which did consume 
them, assembled themselves, and declared unto me that, seeing 
they could get no victuals of the Indians, it was expedient, for 
the saving of their lives, to seize upon the person of one of the 
kings of the country, assuring themselves that, one being taken, 
the subjects would not suffer our men to want victuals. 

I made them answer, that this enterprise was not rashly to 
be attempted ; but that we ought to have good regard unto the 
consequence that might issue thereof. Hereupon, they replied 
unto me, that, seeing the time was past of our succor from 


France, and that we were resolved to abandon the country, and 
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that there was no danger to constrain the savages to furnish us 
with victuals; which, for the present, I would not grant unto 
them, but promised them, assuredly, that I would send to 
advertise the Indians that they should bring me victuals for 
exchange of merchandise and apparel; which they also did, 
for the space of certain days, during which they brought of their 
mast, and of their fish; which, these Indians being traitorous, 
and mischievous of nature, and, knowing our exceeding strange 
famine, sold us at so dear a price, that, for less than nothing, 
they had gotten from us all the rest of our merchandise which 
remained. And, which was worse, fearing to be forced by 
us, and, seeing that they had gotten away all from us, they 
came no nearer to our fort than the shot of an harquebuse. 
Thither they brought their fish, in their little boats; to which 
our poor soldiers were constrained to go; and, oftentimes, as I 
have seen, to give away the very shirts from their backs to get 
one fish. If, at any time, they showed unto the savages the 
excessive price which they took, these villians would answer 
them roughly and churlishly; ‘‘if thou make so great account 
of thy merchandise, eat it, and we will eat our fish.” Then 
fell they out a-laughing, and mocked us with open throat. 
Whereupon our soldiers, becoming utterly impatient, were often- 
times ready to cut them in pieces, and to make them pay the 


price of their foolish arrogance. Notwithstanding 


g, considering 


the importance, hereof, I took pains to appease the impatient 
soldiers ; for I would not, by any means, enter into question 
with the savages, and it sufficed me to delay the time. Where- 


fore, I devised to send unto Urina, to pray him to deal, so far 


38 


1564. 
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forth, with his subjects, as to succor me with mast and maize; 
which he did, very sparingly, sending me twelve or fifteen 
baskets of mast, and two of pinocks, which are a kind of little 
green fruit, which grow among the weeds, in the river, and 
are as big as cherries. Yea, and this was not but by giving in 
exchange twice as much merchandise and apparel as they were 
worth; for the subjects of Utina perceived, evidently, the 
necessity wherein we were, and began to use the like speech 
unto us, as the others did, as it is commonly seen that need 
altereth men’s affections. 

While these things were in doing, a certain breathing-space 
presented itself; for Urina gave me to understand that there 
was a king, his subject, whose name was AsTINA, which he 
determined to take prisoner, and to chastise him for his dis- 
obedience; that, for this cause, if I would give him aid, with 
a certain number of my soldiers, he would bring them to the 
village of Astina, where there was means to recover mast and 
maize. In the mean season, he excused himself unto me, 
because he had sent me no more maize, and sent me word 
that the little store that he had left was scarcely sufficient fo: 
his seed-corn. Now, being somewhat relieved, as I thought, 
by the hope which I had of this offer, I would not fail to send 
him the men which he desired of me, which, nevertheless, were 
very evil entreated; for he deceived them, and, instead 0! 
leading them against AsTINA, he caused them to march against 
his other enemies. My lieutenant, which had charge of this 
enterprise, with Captain VasszuR and my serjeant, was dete!- 


mined to be revenged of UTina, and to cut him in pieces, and 
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his people; and, had it not been that they feared to do any- 
thing against my will, without all doubt they would have put 
their enterprise into execution. Therefore, they would not 
pass any further without advertising me thereof. Wherefore, 
being come back again into the fort, angry, and pricked deeply 
to the quick for being so mocked, they made their complaints 
unto me, declaring unto me that they were almost dead for 
hunger. While they told the whole matter to the rest of the 
soldiers, which were very glad that they had not entered into 
that action, and resolved, assembling themselves again together, 
to let me understand that they did persist in their first delibera- 
tion, which was, to punish the boldness and maliciousness of 
the savages, which they could no longer endure, and were 
determined to take one of their kings prisoner; which thing I 
was enforced to grant unto them, to the end—to avoid a greater 
mischief, and the sedition which, I foresaw, would ensue, if I 
had made refusal thereof; for, said they, what occasion have 
you to deny us, considering the necessity wherein we are, and 
the small account that they make of us? Shall it not be law- 
ful for us to punish them for the wrongs which they have done 
unto us? Besides, that we know, apparently, how little they 
respect us, is not this sufficient, although there were no neces- 
sity at all, since they thus delude us, and have broken promise 
with us? After, therefore, I had resolved with them, to seize 
on the person of Urtina, which, besides that he had given us 
occasion hereof, was also most able to help us to recover 
victuals, I departed, with fifty of my best soldiers, all embarked 


in two barks, and arrived in the dominions of Urina, distant 


1564. 
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from our fort about forty or fifty leagues; then, going on shore, 
we drew towards his village, situated six great leagues from the 
river, where we took him prisoner—howbeit, not without great 
cries and alarms—and led him away in our barks, having first 
signified unto his father-in-law, and his chief subjects, that, in 
that I had taken him, it was not for any desire that I had to do 
him any harm, but only to relieve my necessities and want of 
victuals, which oppressed me, and that, in case they would help 
me to some, I would find means to set him again at liberty ; 
that, in the mean space, I would retire myself into my barks 
(for I feared lest they would there assemble themselves to- 
gether, and that some mischief might thereof ensue), where | 
would stay for him two days to receive his answer, notwith- 
standing that, my meaning was, not to have anything without 
exchange of merchandise. This they promised they would do; 
and, in very deed, the very same evening, his wife, accom- 
panied with all the women of the village, came unto the river’s 
brink, and cried unto me to enter into the bark, to see her 
husband and her son, which I held both prisoners. I dis- 
covered, the next day, five or six hundred Indian archers, 
which drew near unto the river side, and came to me, to signify 
unto me how that, during the absence of their king, their 
enemy, Poranou, being thereof advertised, was entered into 
their village, and had set all on fire. They prayed me that | 
would succor them; nevertheless, in the meanwhile, they had 
one part of their troop in ambush, with intent to set upon me 
if | had come on land—which was easy for me to discern; for, 


seeing that I refused to do so, they greatly doubted that they 
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were discovered, and sought, by all means, to remove out of 1564. 
my mind that evil opinion which I had conceived of them. 
They brought me, therefore, fish, in their little boats, and of 
their meal of mast; they made, also, of their drink, which they 


called cassine, which they sent to Utina and me. 
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OW, albeit that I had gotten this point 
of them, that I held their king prisoner, 
yet, nevertheless, I could not get am 
great quantity of victuals, for the present. 


The reason was—because they thought 





that, after [ had drawn victuals from 
them, I would put their king to death; for they measured my 
will according to their custom, whereby they put to death al! 
the men-prisoners that they take in war. And thus, being out 
of all hope of his liberty, they assembled themselves in the 
great house, and, having called all the people together, they 
proposed the election of a new king, at which time the father-in- 
law of Utina set one of the king’s young sons upon the royal 
throne, and took such pains, that every man did him homage 
by the major part of the voices. This election had like to have 
been the cause of great troubles among them; for there was - 
kinsman of the king, near adjoining, which pretended a tte 
to the kingdom—and, indeed, he had gotten one part of the sub- 
jects. Notwithstanding this enterprise could not take etfect— 


forasmuch, as by a common consent of the chiefs, it was con- 
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sulted (and concluded) that the son was more meet to succeed 1564. 


the father than any other. Now, all this while, I kept Urina — 


with me, to whom I had given some of mine apparel to 
clothe him, as I had likewise done unto his son. But his sub- 
jects, which, before, had an opinion that I would have killed 
him, being advertised of the good entertainment which I used 
toward him, sent two men, which walked along the river, 
and came fo visit him, and brought us some victuals. ‘These 
two men, at their coming, were received by me with all 
courtesy, and entertained according to the victuals which [ had. 
While these things passed, there arrived, from all quarters, many 
savages of the country adjoining, which came to see UTina, and 
sought, by all means, to persuade me to put him to death— 
offering, that if I would do so, they would take order that I 
should want no victuals. ‘There was, also, a king, my neigh- 
bor, whose name was SaTouRIoUA—a subtle and crafty ‘man, 
and one that showed, by proof, that he was greatly practised in 
affairs. This king sent, ordinarily, messengers unto me, to 
pray me to deliver UTina unto him; and, to win me the more 
easily, he sent, twice, seven or eight baskets of maize or of 
mast, thinking, by this way, to allure me, and to make me 
come to composition with him. In the end, notwithstanding, 
when he saw he lost his time, he ceased to visit me with 
embassies and victuals. In the meanwhile, I was not able, 
with the same store of victuals which I had, so well to pro- 
portion out the travel upon the ships which we built to return 
into France; but that, in the end, we were constrained to 


endure extreme famine, which continued among us all the 
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month of May; for, in this latter season, neither maize, nor 
beans, nor mast, was to be found in the villages, because the, 
had employed all for to sow their fields, insomuch that we werc 
constrained to eat roots, which the most part of our men 
pounded in the morters (which [ had brought with me to bear 
gunpowder in), and the grain which came to us from other 
places. Some took the wood of esguime, beat it, and made 
meal thereof, which they boiled with water, and eat it; others 
went, with their harquebuses, to seek to kill some fowl. Yea, 
this misery was so great, that one was found that gathered up, 
among the filth of my house, all the fish-bones that he could 
find, which he dried, and beat into powder, to make bread 
thereof. 

The effects of this hideous famine appeared incontinent]; 
among us,.for our bones soon began to cleave so near unto the 
skin, that the most part of the soldiers had their skins pierced 
through with them, in many parts of their bodies, in such sort, 
that, my greatest fear was, lest the Indians would rise up 
against us, considering that it would have been very hard for 
us to have defended ourselves in such extreme decay of all our 
forces, besides the scarcity of all victuals, which failed us al! 
at once; for the very river had not such plenty of fish as it 
was wont, and it seemed that the land and water did fight 
against us. Now, as we were thus upon terms of despair, 
about the end of the month of May and the beginning of June, 
I was advertised, by certain Indians, that were my neighbors, 
that, in the high country above the river, there was new mai7¢, 


and that that country was most forward of all. This caused 
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me to take upon me to go thither with a certain number of 1564. 


my men; and | went up the river, to a place called Enecaque, 
where I met the sister of Urina, in a village, where she made 
us very good cheer, and sent us fish. We found that which was 
told us to be true, for the maize was now ripe; but, by this 
good luck, one shrewd turn happened unto me, For the most 
part of my soldiers fell sick with eating more of it than their 
weakened stomachs could digest. We had, also, been the space 
of four days, since we departed from our fort, without eating 
anything, saving little pzzocks, and a little fish, which we got 
of the fishers, which we met sometimes along the river; and 
yet, this was so little, that, certain soldiers, eat privily, little 
whelps, which were newly whelped. The next day, I pur- 
posed to go into the Js/e of Edelano, to take the king, which had 
caused one of my men to be slain, as I have mentioned before; 
but, being advertised of my departing out of my fort, and of 
the way which I took up the river, he feared that I went forth | 
with a purpose to be revenged of the evil turn which he played; 
so that, when I came thither, I found the houses empty; for he 
was retired a little before, with all his people, and I could not, 
by any means, keep my soldiers being angry, because they had 
lost one of their companions, from setting the village on fire. 
At my departure from thence, I passed back again by Execaque, 
where I gathered as much maize as I could possibly; which, 
with great diligence, I conveyed to our fort, to succor my poor 
men, which I had left in great necessity. They, therefore, 
seeing me afar off coming, ran to that side of the river where 


they thought I would come on land; for hunger so pinched 
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them to the heart, that they could not stay until the victuals 
were brought them to the fort. And that, they well showed, 
as soon as I was come, and that I had distributed that little 
maize among them, which I had given to each man before | 
came out of the bark, for they eat it before they had taken it 
out of the husk. But, seeing myself in this extreme need, | 
took pains, day by day, to seek some villages where there was 
some food; and, as I travelled, this way and that way, it hap- 
pened that two of my carpenters were killed by the two sons 
of King Emo ta, and by one, whose name was CastTI, as they 
went on walking to the village called /thore. The cause of 
this murder was, because they could not refrain themselves, as 
they walked through the fields, from gathering a little maize, 
which, as they were doing, they were taken in the manner, 
whereof I was presently advertised by an Indian, which, a little 
before, had brought mea present from Nia Cusacanl, queen 
of a village, and neighbor to our fort. Upon receipt of this 
advertisement, I sent my serjeant, with a number of soldiers, 
which found nothing else but the two dead corpses, which they 
buried, and returned, without doing any other exploit, because 
the inhabitants were fled away, fearing they should be punished 
for such a foul act. As these things thus passed, and that, by 
this time, we had almost driven out the month of May, two 
subjects of King UTina came unto me, with an hermaphrodite, 
which showed me that, by this time, the maize was ripe in the 
greatest part of their. quarters. Whereupon Urtina signified 
unto me, that, in case I would carry him home to his house, 


he would take such good order that-I should have plenty ot 
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maize and beans; and, withal, that the field which he had 
caused to be sown for me, should be reserved to my use. [| 
consulted with my men concerning this matter, and found, by 
the advice of all my company, that it was best to grant him his 
request, saying, that he had means to succor us, with food 
sufficient to serve our turns for our embarkment, and that, 
therefore, I might do well to carry him home. Wherefore I 
caused the two barks to be forthwith made ready, wherein I 
sailed to Patica, a place distant from his village eight or nine 
leagues, where I found nobody, for they were gotten into the 
woods, and would not show themselves; albeit, UTina showed 
himself unto them, forasmuch as they imagined that I shoula 
be constrained to let him go. But, seeing nobody to show 
themselves, I was constrained to hazard one of my men, which 
had been acquainted with the state of the country, to whom I 
delivered the young son of UtTina, and commanded him to go, 
with diligence, to the village of Urina, unto his father-in-law, 
and his wife, to advertise them, that, if they would have their 
king again, they should bring me victuals unto the side of the 
little river, whither I was gone. At my man’s coming, every 
one made much of the little child, neither was there a man that 
thought not himself well afraid to touch him. 

His father-in-law and his wife, hearing of these news, came 
presently towards our barks, and brought bread, which they 
gave unto my soldiers. They held me there three days, and, in 
the meanwhile, did all that they could to take me, which, pres- 
ently, 1 discovered, and, therefore, stood diligently upon my 


guard. Wherefore, perceiving they could not have their pur- 


1564. 
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pose, and that they were already discovered, they sent to adver- 
tise me that, as yet, they could not help me to victuals, and 
that the corn was not yet ripe. Thus, I was constrained to 
return, and to carry back Utrwa home, where I had much ado 
to save him from the rage of my soldiers, which, perceiving the 
maliciousness of the Indians, went about to have murdered him. 
Moreover, it seemed they were content that they had gotten the 
son, and that they cared not greatly for the father. Now, my 
hope failing me on this side, | devised to send my men to the 
villages where I thought the maize was, by this time, ripe. | 
went to divers places, and continued so doing fifteen days, 
when, as Utina besought me, again, to send him unto his 
village, assuring himself that his subjects would not stick to 
give me victuals; and that, in case they refused so to do, he 
was content that I should do what [ thought good with him. 
I undertook this voyage the second time, with the two barks, 
furnished as before. At my coming unto the little river, we 
found his subjects there, which failed not to come thither with 
some quantity of bread, beans, and fish, to give my soldiers. 
Nevertheless, returning again to their former practice, they 
sought all means to entrap me, hoping to cry quittance for 
the imprisonment of their king if they might have gotten the 
victory of me. But, after that they saw the small means 
which they had to annoy me, they returned to entreaties, and 
offered that, if I would give them their king, with certain of 
my soldiers, they would conduct them unto the village, and 
that, the subjects seeing him, would be more willing to give 


us victuals. Which thing 


g, notwithstanding, I would not grant 
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unto them (mistrusting their subtlety, which was not so covert ecGs: 
but that one might espy day at a little hole), until they had first 
given me two men in pledge, with charge, that, by the next 

day, they should bring me victuals. Which thing they granted, 

and gave me two men, which I put in chains, for fear they 


should escape away, as I knew well they were instructed to do. 
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OUR days were spent in these confer- 
ences, at the end, whereof, they declared 
unto me, that they could not fully and 


wholly perform their promise; and that 





the uttermost that they could do, for the 
present, was to cause each subject to bring his burthen of mill. 
To conclude, they were content to do so, on condition that 
I would send them their two pledges within ten days. As my 
lieutenant was ready to depart, I warned him, above all things, 


to take heed he fall not into the Indians’ hands, because I knew 


them to be very subtle and crafty to enterprise and execute 


anything to our disadvantage. He departed, therefore, with his 
troop, and came to the smail river whereunto we were accus- 
tomed to enter, to approach as near as we could unto the vil- 
lage of Urina, being six French leagues distant from thence. 
There he went on shore, put his men in good array, and drew 
straight towards the great house that was the king’s, where 
the chief men of the country were assembled, which caused 
very great store of victuals to be brought—now one, and then 


another; in doing, whereof, they spent, notwithstanding, three 
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or four days, in which, meanwhile, they gathered men together 
to set upon us in our retreat. [They used many means, there- 
fore, to hold us still in breath. For one, while they demanded 
their pledges—another, while (seeing my lieutenant would not 
yield unto them until such time as they had brought the vic- 
tuals unto the boats, according to the agreement passed between 
us) they signified unto him that the women and young children 
were afraid, out of all measure, to see fire in their matches 
so near their harquebuses; and that, therefore, they most ear- 
nestly besought them to put them out; that they might more 
easily get people enough to carry the victuals; and that they, 
for their parts, would leave their bows and arrows, and would 
be contented that their servants should carry them. This 
second request was as flatly denied them as the former ; for it 
was an easy matter to smell out their intention. But, while 
these things were thus in handling, Urina, by no means to be 
seen, had hid and kept himself secret in a little house apart, 
where certain chosen men of mine went to see him—showing 
themselves agrieved with him for the long delays of his subjects. 
Whereunto he answered, that his subjects were so much in- 
censed against us, that, by no means possible was he able to 
keep them in such obedience as he willingly would have done, 
and that he could not hold them from waging of war against 
M. pe Orticni. That he, also, called to mind, that even 
while he was prisoner, at what time our men led him into his 
country to obtain some victuals, he saw, all along the highways, 
arrows stuck up, at the ends, whereof, long hairs were fastened, 


which was a certain sign of open war proclaimed, which arrows 


1564. 


















{ fl 


-s1909 ¢ 


- ino 
: e071 
tig co 
pe * : 
Iv oan3 
; : 
. a) 
’ r 
- * 
1 
AJ 31 
{ 
, 
— 
‘¥ 
‘ r 
| 
bone 
eWotik U 
; - < 
¥ 
+ 78° 
aw ae, j » 
v. i | : 


ans rm ae 
hal bobnsensh yous 9 


tdquoid 


id bel nom wo sria_1edw 1h t9s10 nehg ane od. 




























IST Wo ¢ 
- > _— 


lide (9N0 X14 1. 


bluow 2(ui19IU9 9if- qin gaisne)-slidw rsdon seed bold 


aii. a 
bed yorls am omis pei litany m3 + 
it ’ 

HISMISIQS 2 grr Ib10D98 , xiaod on 07 as Be 

} 

& nomow adi $8 


ds coi oinu baii ingiz 5 od 


- 
4 a 


2 OF ,S1vaRoIi fle to iuo tifa 190 { 
t r . ae 
"9 adi bas ; exaudoupied tisdy 148s on O2 | 
ie 
Oo mod? 4uq 0% mod 1 adguoesd ‘ om F 
JJ31V 383 y¥7162 OF du 15 siqosq 9g li 2 
: ; ; Tran 
i&§ @¢wod wodt svesl bivow ‘2h18q isd tal 
’s M bs ; : +> i 
“¥N8> bivota eginsvise mst) jadi bosaoin : 2 
> f oe tf 


ee taw noupe ba | 


oma 7 * « inary + 


yo Lleme oF rsIIKM yess. a8 om 
e tilbaad mi 2uda w agnidls 99 
| sfssil 99 i bid bail 
ae 
f B OW Gc io aom meeod> mist 199 
gol std rot mid dziw bev: ings eovivar aan 
iz due siti baswens sd omnned® we 4 
nBoMm oO rd “sith eeu tenis a hoon 
) ' isibsdo dowe ah my monly pa : 
i: blod son bluod od sed bas 


ets 


x19 anole lie , ori elausoiy stnoe2 a iasdo 45 conwes 
. so bem 
“eos oral lo an I : df Pe Oe: 
J ised WMO fAO9P AW Pr ala § be 2 ong 7 we 


bad ne 


| 1sw nego to. peneen iain } 
L oa aa. 


ne aoe 


com 


1564. 


312 HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS OF 


the captain, also, carried with him to the fort. He said, further, 
that, in respect of the good will he bare to the captain, he fore- 
warned his lieutenant that his subjects were determined to cut 
down the trees, and cause them to fall athwart the little river, 
where the boats were, to keep them from departing thence, that 
they might fight with them at their ease; and that, if it thus fell 
out, he assured him, for his part, he would not be there to meddle 
in the matter. And that which much more augmented the 
suspicion of war was, that, as my messengers departed from 
Urina, they heard the voice of one of my men, which, during 
the voyage, had always been among the Indians, and whom, as 
yet, they would never render until they had gotten their pledges 
home. This poor fellow cried out amain, because two Indians 
would have carried him into the woods to have cut his throat, 
whereupon he was succored, and delivered. “These admonitions 
being well understood, after ripe deliberation thereof, M. pe 
Orrticni resolved to retire himself the 27th day of July; where- 
fore, he set his soldiers in order, and delivered, to each of them, 
a sack full of mill, and, afterward, he marched toward his barks, 
thinking to prevent the enterprise of the savages. There is, at 


the coming forth of the village, a great alley, about three or 


four hundred paces long, which is covered, on both sides, with 


great trees; my lieutenant disposed his men in this alley, and 
set them in such order as they desired to march; for he was 
well assured that, if there were any ambush, it would be at the 
coming out of the trees. ‘Therefore, he caused M. pe ARLAC, 
mine ensign, to march somewhat before, with eight harque- 


busiers, to discover if there were any danger; besides, he com- 
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manded one of my serjeants and corporals to march on the 
outside of the alley, with four harquebusiers, while he, himself, 
conducted the rest of his company through it. Now, as he 
suspected, so it fell out; for M. pz ARLac met with two or 
three hundred Indians at the end of the alley, which saluted 
us with an infinite number of their arrows, and, with such fury, 
that it was easy to see with what desire they sought to charge 
us. Howbeit, they were so well sustained in the first assault 
which mine ensign gave them, that they which fell down dead 
did somewhat abate the choler of those which remained alive. 
This done, my lieutenant hastened to gain ground, in such sort 
as I have already said. 
After he had marched about four hundred paces, he was 
charged afresh, with a new troop of savages, which were, in 
number, about three hundred, which assailed him before, while 
the rest of the former set upon him behind. This second 
assault was so valiantly sustained, that, I may justly say, that 
Monsieur pE OTTicNi so well discharged his duty as was 
possible for a good captain to do. And so it stood them; for 
he had to deal with such kind of men as knew well how to 
fight, and to obey their head which conducted them, and which 
knew so well to behave themselves in this conflict, as, if Or- 
TIGNI had not prevented their practice, he had been in danger 
to have been defeated. Their manner in this fight was, that, 
when two hundred had shot, they retired themselves, and gave 
place to the rest that were behind; and, all the while, had their 
eye and foot so quick and ready, that, as soon as ever they saw 


the harquebuse laid to the cheek, so soon were they on the 
40 
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ground, as soon up, to answer with their bows, and to fight 


their way, if, by chance, they perceived we went about to take 
them; for there is nothing that they feared so much because of 
our swords and daggers. This conflict continued, and lasted 
from nine of the clock in the morning until the night departed 
them. And, if Orricni had not bethought himself to cause 
his men to break- the arrows which they found in the way, and 
so to deprive the savages of the means to begin again, without 
all doubt he should have had very much to do; for, by this 
means, they lacked arrows, and so were constrained to retire 
themselves. During the time of the conflict, they cried, and 
made signs, that they were the captain’s and lieutenant’s friends, 
and that they fought for none other cause but to be revenged 
on the soldiers, which were their mortal enemies. My lieu- 
tenant being come unto his boats, took a review of his com- 
pany, and found two men wanting, which were killed, of whom 
the one was called James Sate, and the other’s name was MeEs- 
UREUR. He found, moreover, twenty-two of them wounded, 
which, with much ado, he caused to be brought unto the boats. 
All the mill that he found among his company, came but to 


two men’s burden, which he divided equally among them; for, 


‘as soon as the conflict began, every man was constrained to 


leave his sack to put his hand to his weapon. 

In this, meanwhile, I remained at the fort, and caused every 
man diligently to travel, hoping that my lieutenant would bring 
us victuals; but, seeing the time consume away, I began to 
suspect the truth of that which fell out, whereof I was assured, 


immediately after, at their return. Seeing, therefore, mine 
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hope frustrated on that side, I made my prayer unto Gop, and 
thanked him of his erace which he had shown unto my poor 
soldiers which were escaped. Afterward, I thought upon new 
means to obtain victuals, as well for our return into France, as 
to drive out the time until our embarking. I was advertised, 
by certain of our company, which usually went on hunting into 
the woods and through the villages, that in the village Saraurahz, 
situated on the other side of the river, and two leagues dis- 
tant from the fort, and in the village Hmola, there were fields 
wherein the mill was very forward, and that there was, thereof, 
in those parts, in great abundance. Wherefore, I caused my 
boats to be made ready, and sent my serjeant thither, with 
certain soldiers, which used such diligence, that we had good 
store of mill. I sent, also, to the river, which the savages call 
Iracana, named, by Captain RiBaAuLT, the river of Somme, 
where Captain VassEuR and my serjeant arrived, with two 
boats, and their ordinary furniture, and found, there, a great as- 
sembly of the lords of the country, among whom was ATHORE, 
the son of Sarourroua, APALouU, and TAcapocorou, which 
were there assembled to make merry; because that, in this 
place, are the fairest maids and women of the villages. Where- 
upon, the boats were forthwith laden with mill, after they had 
made our men as good cheer as they could devise. The queen 
sent me two small mats, so artificially wrought, as it was impos- 
sible to make better. Now, finding ourselves by this means 
sufficiently furnished with victuals, we began, each of us in his 
place, to travel, and use such diligence as the desire to see our 


native country might move us; but, because two of our car- 
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penters were slain by the Indians (as heretofore I mentioned), 
Jou DE Hails, master-carpenter, a man very worthy of his 
vocation, repaired unto me, and told me that, by reason or 
want of men, he was not able to make me up the ship agains: 
the time that he had promised me, which speech caused such a 
mutiny among the soldiers, that very hardly he escaped killing; 
howbeit, I appeased them as well as I could, and determined to 
work no more, from thenceforth, upon the ship, but to content 
to repair the brigantine which I had. So we began to beat 
down all the houses that were without the fort, and caused coa! 
to be made of the timber thereof; likewise, the soldiers beat 
down the palisade which was toward the water-side, neither was 
I ever able to keep them from doing it. I had also determined 
to beat down the fort before my departure, and to set it on fire, 
for fear lest some new-come guest should have enjoyed and 
possessed it. 

In the meanwhile, there was none of us to whom it was nat 
an extreme grief to leave a country wherein we had endured so 
great travails and necessities, to discover that which we must 
forsake, through our own countrymen’s default. For, if we had 
been succored in time and place, and, according to the promise 
that was made unto us, the war, which was between us and 


Urtina, had not fallen out; neither should we have had occa- 


‘sion to offend the Indians, which, with all the pains in the 


world, I entertained in good amity, as well with merchandise 
and apparel as with promise of greater matters; and, with 
whom I so behaved myself, that, although sometimes I was 


constrained to take victuals in some few villages, yet I lost not 
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the alliance of eight kings and lords, my neighbors, which con- 
tinually succored and aided me with whatsoever they were able 
to afford. Yea, this was the principal scope of all my purposes, 
to win and entertain them, knowing how greatly their amity 
might advance our enterprise, and, principally, while I discov- 
ered the commodities of the country, and sought to strengthen 
myself therein. I leave it to your cogitation to think how near 
it went to our hearts to leave a place abounding in riches (as 
we were thoroughly informed thereof), in coming whereunto, 
and doing service unto our Prince, we left our own country, 
wives, children, parents, and friends, and passed the perils of the 
sea, and were therein arrived, as in a plentiful treasure of all our 
hearts desire. As each of us were much tormented in mind 
with these, or such like cogitations, the third of August, I 
descried four sails in the sea as I walked upon a little hill, 
whereof I was exceedingly well repaid. I sent, immediately, 
one of them which were with me, to advertise those of the fort, 
thereof, which were so glad of these news, that one would have 
thought them to be out of their wits, to see them laugh and 
leap for joy. 

After these ships had cast anchor, we descried that they 
sent one of their boats to land, whereupon I caused one of 
mine-to be armed, with diligence, to send to meet them, and 
to know who they were. In the meanwhile, fearing lest they 
were Spaniards, | set my soldiers in order, and in readiness, 
attending the return of Captain VasseuR and my lieutenant, 
which were gone to meet them, which brought me word that 


they were Englishmen; and, in truth, they had, in their com- 
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pany one, whose name was Martine ANTINAs, of Dieppe, 
which, at that time, was in their service, which, on the behalf 
of Master Joun Hawkins, their general, came to request me 
that I would suffer them to take fresh water, whereof they 
stood in great need, signifying unto me that they had been 
above fifteen days on the coast to get some. He brought unto 
me, from the general, two flagons of wine, and bread made of 
wheat, which greatly refreshed me, forasmuch as, for seven 
months’ space, I never tasted a drop of wine; nevertheless, it 
was all divided among the greatest part of my soldiers. This 
Martine Antinas had guided the Englishmen unto our coast, 
wherewith he was acquainted; for, in the year 1562, he came 
thither with me, and, therefore, the general sent him to me. 
Therefore, after [ had granted his request, he signified the same 


o. caused one ot 


unto the general, which, the next day following, 


his small ships to enter into the river, and came to see me, in a 
great ship-hoat, accompanied with gentlemen, honorably ap- 
pareled, yet unarmed. He sent for great store of bread and 
wine, to distribute, thereof, to every one. On my part, I 
made him the best cheer I could possibly, and caused certain 
sheep and poultry to be killed, which, until this present time, 
I had carefully preserved, hoping to store the country withal, 
for, notwithstanding all the necessities and sickness that hap- 
pened unto me. I would not suffer so much as one chicken 
to be killed, by which means, in a short time, I had gathered 
together above a hundred pullets. Now, three days passed, 
while the English general remained with me, during which time 


the Indians came in from all parts to see him, and asked me 
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whether he were my brother; I told them he was so, and sig- 1564. 





nified unto them that he was come to see me, and aid me with 
so great store of victuals, that, from thenceforth, I should have 
no need to take anything of them. The bruit, hereof, incon- 
tinently, was spread over all the country, in such sort, as am- 
bassadors came unto me from all parts, which, on the behalf of 
the kings, their masters, desired to make alliance with me; and 
even they, which before sought to make war against me, came : 
to offer their friendship and service unto me, whereupon I 
received them, and gratified them with certain presents. The 
general immediately understood the desire and urgent occasion 
which I had to return into France, whereupon he offered to 
transport me and all my company home; whereunto, notwith- 
standing, I would not agree, being in doubt upon what occasion 
he made so large an offer; for I knew not how the case stood 
between the French and the English; and, although he promised 
me, on his faith, to put me on land in France, before he would 
touch in England, yet I stood in doubt, lest he would attempt 
somewhat in Florida, in the name of his mistress; wherefore I 
flatly refused his offer. Whereupon there arose a great mutiny 
among my soldiers, which said, that ‘I sought to destroy them 
all, and that the brigantine, whereof I spake before, was not 
sufficient to transport them, considering the season of the year 
wherein we were. The bruit and mutiny increased more and 
more; for, after that the general was returned to his ships, he 
told certain gentlemen and soldiers which went to see him, 
partly to make good cheer with him; he declared, I say, unto 


them, that he greatly doubted that hardly we should be able to 
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pass safely in those vessels which we had, and that, in case we 
should enterprise the same, we should, no doubt, be in great 
jeopardy; notwithstanding, if I were so contented, he would 
transport part of my men in his ships, and that he would leave 
me a small ship to transport the rest. The soldiers were no 
sooner come home but they signified the offer unto their com- 
panions, which incontinently consented together, that, in case I 
would not accept the same, they would embark themselves 
with him, and forsake me, so that he would receive them, 
according to his promise. They, therefore, assembled them- 
selves all together, and came to seek me in my chamber, and 
signified unto me their intention, whereunto I promised to 
answer within one hour after. In which, meanwhile, I gath- 
ered together the principal members of my company, which, 
after I had broken the matter with them, answered me, all with 
one voice, that I ought not to refuse this offer, nor contemn 
the occasion which presented itself; and that they could not 
think evil of it in France, if, being forsaken as we were, we 
aided ourselves with such means as Gop had sent us. 

After sundry debatings of this matter, in conclusion, I gave 


my advice: that we ought'to deliver him the price of the ship, 


‘which he was to leave us; and that, for my part, I was content 


to give him the best of my stuff, and the silver which I had 
gathered in the country. Whereupon, notwithstanding it was 
determined that I should keep the silver, for fear lest the Queen 


of England, seeing the same, should the rather be encouraged to 


set footing there, as before she had desired; that it was far 


better to carry it into France, to give encouragement unto out 
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princes not to leave off an enterprise of so great importance for 
our commonwealth; and that, seeing we were resolved to 
depart, it was far better to give him our artillery—which, other- 
wise, we should be constrained to leave behind us, or to hide 
it in the ground, by reason of the weakness of our men—being 
not able to embark the same. This point being thus con- 
cluded, and resolved on, I went, myself, unto the English 
general, accompanied with my lieutenant, and Captain VeErR- 
DIER, and TRENCHANT, the pilot, and my serjeant—all men 
of experience in such affairs, and knowing sufficiently how to 
drive such a bargain. We, therefore, took a view of the ship 
which the general would sell, whom we drew to such reason, 
that he was content to stand to mine own men’s judgment, who 
esteemed it to be worth seven hundred crowns; whereof we 
agreed very friendly. Wherefore, I delivered him, in earnest 
of the sum, two bastards, two mynions, one thousand of iron, 
and one thousand of powder. This bargain thus made, he 
considered the necessity wherein we were—having for all our 
sustenance but mill and water: whereupon, being moved with 
pity, he offered to relieve me with twenty barrels of meal, six 
pipes of beans, one hogshead of salt, and a hundred of wax, 
to make candles. Moreover, forasmuch as he saw my sol- 
diers: go barefoot, he offered me, besides, fifty pairs of shoes, 
which I accepted, and agreed of a price with him, and gave him 
a bill of mine hand for the same; for which, until this present, 
I am indebted to him. He did more than this; for, particularly, 
he bestowed upon myself a great jar of oil, a jar of vinegar, a 


barrel of olives, and a great quantity of rice, and a barrel of 
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white biscuit; besides, he gave divers presents to the principal 
officers of my company, according to their qualities, so that, | 
may say, we received as many courtesies of the general as 
it was possible to receive of any man living; wherein, doubt- 
less, he hath won the reputation of a good and charitable man, 
deserving to be esteemed as much, of us all, as if he had saved 
all our lives. Incontinent after his departure, I spared no pains 
to hasten my men to make biscuits of their meal which he had 
left me, and to hoop my cask, to take in water needful for the 
voyage. A man may well think what diligence we used, in 
respect of the great desire we had to depart, wherein we con- 
tinued so well, that, the fifteenth day of August, the biscuit, the 
greatest part of our water, and all the soldiers’ stuff, was brought 
aboard, so that, from that day forward, we did nothing but stay 
for good winds to drive us into France, which had freed us 
from an infinite number of mischiefs, which, afterward, we sut- 
fered, if they had come as we desired; but it was not Gop’s 
good pleasure, as shall appear hereafter. 

Being thus in a readiness to set sail, we bethought ourselves 
that it would do well to bring certain men and women of the 


country into France, to the end that, if this voyage should be 


‘taken in hand again, they might declare unto their kings the 


greatness of our king, the excellency of our princes, the good- 
ness of our country, and the manner of living of the French- 
men; and that they might also learn our language, to serve our 
turns thereby, in time to come; wherein I took so good order, 
that I found means to bring away with me the goodliest persons 


of all the country, if our intentions had succeeded, as I hoped 
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E.. would have done. In the mean season, the kings, my 1564. 





‘neighbors, came often to see and visit me, which, after they 
| understood that I would retire into France, demanded of me 
whether I meant to return again, or no, and whether it should 
p be in short time. I signified unto them that, within ten 
| moons (so they cal] their months), I would visit them again, 
f with such force, that I would be able to make them conquerors 
over all their enemies. They prayed me that I would leave 
} them my house, that I would forbid my soldiers to beat down 
the fort and their lodgings, and that I would leave them a boat 


-to aid them, withal, in their war against their enemies; which 





I made as though I would grant unto them, to the end, I might 


always remain their friend until my last departure. 
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CmAr? EK AVI. 


THIRD EXPEDITION, COMMANDED BY M. RIBAULT. 


S. I was thus occupied in these confer- 


v 
‘e 


4 


ras ences, the wind and the tide served 


well to set sail—which was the eighth 
and twentieth of August; at which in- 
stant, Captain Vasseur, which com- 
manded in one of my ships, and Captain VerprerR, which was 
chief in the other—now ready to go forth, began to descry 
certain sails at sea, whereof they advertised me, with diligence ; 
whereupon I appointed to arm forth a boat, in good order, to 
go to descry and know what they were. I sent, also, to-the 
sentinels—which I caused to be kept ona little nap—to cause 
certain men to climb up to the top of the highest trees, the better 
to discover them. ‘They descried the great boat of the ships, 
which, as yet, they could not perfectly discern—which, as far 
as they could judge, seemed to chase my boat, which, by this 
time, was passed the bar of the river, so that we could not 
possibly judge whether they were enemies, which would have 


carried her away with them; for it was too great a ken to 
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judge the truth, thereof. Upon this doubt, I put my men in 


order, and in such array as though they had been enemies; and, — 


indeed, I had great occasion to mistrust the same, for my boat 
came unto their ship, about two of the clock in the afternoon, 
and sent me no news all that day long, to put me out of doubt 
who they should be. ‘The next day, in the morning, about 
eight or nine of the clock, I saw seven boats (among which 
mine own was one), full of soldiers, enter into the river, having 
every man his Satta in his hand, and morion on his 
head, which marched all in battle, along the cliffs, where my 
sentinels were, to whom they would make no kind of answer, 
notwithstanding all the demands that were made unto them, 
insomuch as one of my soldiers was constrained to bestow a 
shot at them, without doing hurt, nevertheless, to any of them, 
by reason of the distance between him and the boats. The 
report, hereof, being made unto me, I placed each of my men 
in his quarter, with full deliberation to defend ourselves, if they 
had been enemies, as, in truth, we thought them to have been; 
likewise, I caused the two small field-pieces, which I had left 
me, to be trimmed, in such sort, as if approaching to the fort, 
that if they had not cried out that it was Captain Risautt, I 
had not failed to have discharged the same upon them. 
Afterward, I understood that the cause why they entered in 
this manner proceeded of the false reports which had been 
made unto my lord admiral by those which were returned into 
France in the first ships; for they had put in his head that I 
had played the lord and the king, and that I would hardly suffer 


that any other, save myself, should enter in thither to govern 


1564. 
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there. Thus, we see how the good name of the most honest is, 


~ oftentimes, assailed by such as, having no means to win them- 


selves credit by virtuous and laudable endeavors, think, by 
debasing of other men’s virtues, to augment the feeble force of 
their faint courage, which, nevertheless, is one of the most 
notable dangers which may happen tn a commonwealth, and 
chiefly among men of war which are placed in government; 
for it is very hard, yea, utterly impossible that, in governing ot 
a company of men gathered out of divers places and sundry 
nations, and, namely, such as we know them to be in our wars 
—it is, I say, impossible but there will be always some of evil 
conditions, and hard to be ruled, which easily conceived an 
hatred against him, which, by admonitions and light corrections, 
endeavoreth to reduce them to the discipline of war; for they 
seek nothing else but for a small occasion, grounded upon a 
light pretext, to sound into the ears of great lords that which, 
mischievously, they have contrived against those whose execu- 
tion of justice is odious unto them. And, albeit, I will not 
place myself in the rank of great and renowned captains, such 
as lived in times passed, yet, we may judge by their examples 
how hurtful back-biters have been unto commonwealths. I 
will only take ALcrBIADEs for witness, in the Commonwealth 
of the Athenians, which, by this means, was cast into banish- 
ment, whereupon his citizens felt the smart of an infinite 
number of mischiefs, insomuch, as, in the end, they were 
constrained to call him home again, and acknowledge, at length, 
the fault they had committed in forgetting his good services, and 


rather believing a false report than having had regard unto so 
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many notable exploits which, in former time, he had achieved. 
But that I lose not myself in digressing so far in this, my justi- 
fication, I will return again to my first course. 

Being, therefore, advertised that it was Captain Risautt, I 
went forth of the fort to meet him; and, to do him all the honor 
I could by any means, I caused him to be welcomed with the 
artillery, and a gentle volley of my shot, whereunto he answered 
with his. Afterward, being come on shore, and received hon- 
orably with joy, I brought him to my lodging, rejoicing not a 
little, because that, in this company, I knew a good number of 
my friends, which I entreated, in the best sort that I was able, 
with such victuals as I could get in the country, and that small 
store which I had left me, with that which I had of the English 
general. Howbeit, I marvelled not a little, when, as all of 
them, with ane voice, began to utter unto me, these, or the 
like speeches: ‘“‘ My Captain, we praise Gop that we have 
found you alive; and chiefly, because we know that the reports 
which have been made of you are false.” These speeches 
moved me, in such sort, that I would needs, out of hand, know 
more, mistrusting some evil. Wherefore, having accosted Cap- 
tain JoHN RiBAuLT, and, going both of us aside out of the fort, 
he signified unto me the charge which he had, praying me not 
to return into France, but to stay with him, myself and my 
company, and assured me that he would make it well thought 
of at home. Whereupon I replied, that, out of this place, I 
would do him all service; that, for the present, I could not, 
nor ought not accept this offer, since he was come for no other 


intent than to occupy the place which I before possessed, and 
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that I could have no credit to be there commanded; that my 
inends would never like of it, and that he would hardly give 
me that counsel, if, in good earnest, I should demand his advice 
therein. He made me answer, that he would not command 
me that we should be companions, and that he would build 
another fortress, and that he would leave mine own unto me. 
This, notwithstanding, I fully advertised him, that I could not 
receive a greater comfort than the news which he brought me to 
return into France; and, further, that, though I should stay 
there, yet, it must needs be, that one of us both was to com- 
mand, with the title of the King’s lieutenant; that this could 
not well agree together; that I had rather have it cast in my 
teeth, to be the poorest beggar in the world, than to be com- 
manded in that place where I had endured so much to inhabit 
and plant there, if it were not by some great lord or king of the 
order; and that, in these respects, 1 prayed him, very heartily, 
to deliver me the letters which my Lord Admiral had written 
unto me, which he performed. 

The contents of these letters were these : 

“Captain Lavponnrire, because some of them which are returned from Florida 
speak indifferently of the country, the King desireth your presence, to the end that, 
according to your trial, he may resolve to bestow great cost thereon, or wholly to 
leave it; and, therefore, I send Captain Jonn RipauttT to be governor there, to whom 


you shall deliver whatsoever you have in charge, and inform him of all things you 


have discovered.” 
And, in a postscript of the letter, was thus written: 


“Think not that, whereas I send for you, it is for any evil opinion, or mistrust 
that I have for you, but that it is for your good, and for your credit; and assure your- 
self that, during my life, you shall find me your good master, 

“ CHASTILLON.” 
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Now, after I had long discoursed with Captain Rr1BauLt, 
Captain La GranGE accosted me, and told me of an infinite 
number of false reports which had been made of me, to my 
great hindrance; and, among other things, he informed me that 
my Lord Admiral took it very evil that I had carried a woman 
with me; likewise, that somebody had told him that I went 
about to counterfeit the King, and to play the tyrant; that I 
was too cruel unto the men that went with me; that I thought 
to be advanced by other means than by my Lord Admiral, and 
that I had written to many lords of the Court, which I ought 
not to have done. Whereunto I answered, that the woman 
was a poor chambermaid, which I had taken up in an inn, to 
oversee my household business, to look to an infinite sort of 
divers beasts—as sheep and poultry, which I carried over with 
me to store the country withal; that it was not meet to puta 
man to attend this business; likewise, considering the length of 
the time that I was to abide there, methought it should not 
offend anybody to take a woman with me, as well to help my 
soldiers in their sickness as in mine own, whereinto I fell after- 
ward. And how necessary her service was for us, each one, at 
that time, might easily perceive. ‘That all my men thought so 
well of her, that, at one instant, there were six or seven which 
did demand her of me in marriage, as, in very deed, one of 
them had her, after our return. “Touching that which was 
said, that I played the king, these reports were made because I 
would not bear with anything which was against the duty of 
my charge, and the King’s service. Moreover, that, in such 


enterprises, it is mecessary for a governor to make himself 
42 
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known and obeyed, for fear lest everybody would become a 
master, perceiving themselves far from greater forces; and that, 
if the tale-tellers called this rigor, it rather proceeded of their 
disobedience, than of my nature, less subject to cruelty than 
they were to rebellion. For the two last points, that I had not 
written to any of the lords of the court but by the advice and 
commandment of my Lord Admiral, which willed me, at. my 
departure, to send part of such things as I should find in the 
country unto the lords of the council, to the end that, being 
moved by this means, they might deal with the Queen Mother 
for the continuance of this enterprise; that, having been so 
small time in the country, continually hindered with building of 
fortresses, and unloading of my ships, I was not able to come 
by any new or rare things to send them; whereupon I thought 
it best to content them, in the meanwhile, with letters, until 
such time as I might have longer space to search out the coun- 
try, and might recover something to send them; the distribu- 
tion of which letters, I meant not otherwise but to refer to my 
Lord Admiral’s good pleasure; and that, if the bearer had forgot 
himself so far as that he had broken the covering of the letters, 
and presented them himself for hope of gain, it was not my 
commandment. And that J never honored nobleman so much, 
nor did to any man more willing and faithful service than to my 
Lord Admiral, nor ever sought advancement but by his means. 
You see how things passed for this day. 

‘ The next day, the Indians came in from.all parts, to know 
what people these were; to whom I signified that this was he, 


which, in the year 1562, arrived in this country, and erected 
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the pillar which stood at the entry of the river. Some of them 
knew him; for, in truth, he was easy to be known, by reason of 
the great beard which he wore. He received many presents of 
them which were of the villages near adjoining, among whom 
there were some that he had not yet forgotten. The Kings 
Homotoa, SaRAuAHI, Atimacanti, Matica, and CastTI, came 
to visit him, and welcome him with divers gifts, according to 
their manner. I advertised them that he was sent thither by 
the King of France, to remain there in my room, and that I 
was sent for. Then they demanded, and prayed him, if it might 
stand with his good pleasure, to cause the merchandise that he 
had brought with him to be delivered them; and that, in a few 
days, they would bring him to the mountains of Apalatcy, 
whither they had promised to conduct me; and that, in case 
they performed not their promise, that they were content to be 
cut in pieces. In those mountains, as they said, is found red 
copper, which they call, in their language, Steroa Pira, which is 
as much as to say, red metal, whereof I had a piece, which, at 
the very instant, I showed to Captain RrpauLt, which caused 
his gold finer to make an essay thereof, which reported unto 
him that it was perfect gold. About the time of these confer- 
ences, communings, and goings of the kings of the country, 
being weakened with my former travel, and fallen into a melan- 
choly upon the false reports that had been made of me, I fell 
into a great continual fever, which held me eight or nine days, 
during which time Captain RrpauLT caused his victuals to be 
brought on shore, and bestowed the most part thereof in the 


house which my lieutenant had built, about two hundred paces 
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without the fort; which he did, to the end they might be the 
better defended from the weather, and, likewise, to the intent 
that the meal might be nearer to the bakehouse, which I had 
built of purpose in that place, the better to avoid the danger of 
the fire, as I said before. But, lo! how oftentimes misfortune 
doth search and pursue us, even when we think to be at rest! 
Lo! see what happened after that Capt. RrpautT had brought 
up three of his small ships into the river, which was the 4th 
of September. Six great Spanish ships arrived in the road, 
where four of our greatest ships remained, which cast anchor, 
assuring our men of good amity. They asked how the chief 
captains of the enterprise did, and called them all by their 
names and sirnames. I report me to you, if it could be other- 
wise; but these men, before they went out of Spain, must needs 
be informed of the enterprise, and of those that were to execute 
the same. About the break of day, they began to make toward 
our men; but our men, which trusted them never a deal, had 
hoisted their sails by night, being ready to cut the strings that 
tied them; wherefore, perceiving that this making toward our 
men of the Spaniards was not to do them any pleasure, and, 
knowing well that their furniture was too small to make head 
against them, because that the most part of their men were on 
shore, they cut their cables, left their anchors, and set sail. 
The Spaniards, seeing themselves discovered, lent them certain 
volleys of their great ordnance, made sail after them, and chased 
them all day long; but our men got way of them still toward 
the sea. And the Spaniards, seeing they could not reach them, 


by reason that the French ships were better of sail than theirs, 
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and also, because they would not leave the coast, turned back, 
and went on shore, in the river Seloy, which we call the River 
of Dolphins, eight or ten leagues distant from the place where 
we were. Our men, therefore, finding themselves better of 
sail than they, followed them, to descry what they did; which, 
after they had done, they returned unto the River of May, where, 
Captain RiBauLT having descried them, embarked himself in 
a great boat, to know what news they had. Being at the 
entrance of the river, he met with the boat of Captain ConsEL’s 
ship, wherein there was a good number of men, which made 
relation unto him of all the Spaniards’ doings; and how the 
great ship, named Trinity, had kept the sea, and that she was 
not returned with them. ‘They told him, moreover, that they 
had seen three Spanish ships enter into the River of Dolphins, 
and the other three remained in the road; farther, that they 
had put their soldiers, their victuals, and munitions on land. 
After he understood these news, he returned to the fortress, 
and came to my chamber, where I was sick; and there, in the 
presence of Captains La Grancg, St. Mariz, OTtTicn1, Visty, 
YONOUILLE, and other gentlemen, he propounded that it was 
necessary, for the King’s service, to embark himself, with all 
his forces, and, with the three ships that were in the road, to 
seek the Spanish fleet; whereupon, he asked our advice. I 
first replied, and showed unto him the consequence of such an 
enterprise, advertising him, among other things, of the perilous 
flaws of wind that rise on this coast; and that, if it chanced 
that he were driven from the shore, it would be very hard for 


him to recover it again, and that, in the meanwhile, they 
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"cl Hie Captains St. Marie and La Grance declared unto him, 
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which should stay in the fort should be in fear and danger. 


further, that they thought it not good to put any such enterprise 
in execution; that it was far better to keep the land, and do 
their best endeavor to fortify themselves; and that, after the 
Trinity (which was the principal ship) were returned, there 
would be much more likelihood to enterprise this voyage. - This, 
notwithstanding, he resolved to undertake it; and that which 
more is, after he understood, by King Emota, one of our 
neighbors, which arrived, upon the handling of these matters, 
that the Spaniards, in great numbers, were gone on shore, which 
had taken possession of the houses of Se/oy, in the most part, 
whereof, they had placed their negroes, which they had brought 
to labor, and also lodged themselves, and had cast divers trenches 
about them. ‘Thus for the considerations which he had—and, 
doubting (as he might well do) that the Spaniards would en- 
camp themselves there, to molest us, and, in the end, to chase 
us out of the country, he resolved, and continued in his em- 
barkment, caused a proclamation to be made, that all soldiers 
that were under his charge should, presently, with their .weap- 
ons, embark them, and that his two ensigns should march, 
‘which was put in execution. 

He came into my chamber, and prayed me to lend him ms 
lieutenant, mine ensign, and my serjeant, and to let all the 
good soldiers which I had go with him—which I denied him, 
because, myself being sick, there was no man to stay in the fort. 
Thereupon, he answered me, that I needed not to doubt at 2/, 


and that he would return the morrow after; that, in the mean- 
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; while, M. pe Lys should stay behind, to look to all things. 1564. 





Then I showed unto him that he was chief in this country, and 
that I, for my part, had no further authority ; that, therefore, 
he would take good advisement what he did, for fear lest some 
inconvenience might ensue. Then he told me that he could 
do no less than to continue this enterprise; and that in the 
§ letter which he had received from my Lord Admiral, there was 


a postscript, which he showed me, written in these words: 


x “Captain Joun Ruipavutt, as I was enclosing of this letter, I received a certain 
A advice, that Don Pepro MeELenpes departeth from Spain, to go to the coast of New 
France. See you that you suffer him not to encroach upon you, no more than he 


would that you should encroach upon him.” 


“You see,” quoth he, ‘“‘the charge that I have; and I 
leave it unto yourself to judge if you could do any less in this 
case, considering the certain advertisement that we have, that 
they are already on land, and will invade us.” 

This stopped my mouth. Thus, therefore, confirmed, or 
rather, obstinate in this enterprise, and having regard rather 
unto his particular opinion than unto the advertisements which 
I had given him, and the inconveniences of the time whereof [| 
had forewarned him, he embarked himself the 8th of September, 
and took mine ensign and thirty-eight of my men away with 
him.- I report me to those that know what wars mean, if, 
when an ensign marcheth, any soldier that hath any courage in 
him will stay behind to forsake his ensign. Thus no man of 
commandment staid behind with me, for each one followed 
him as chief, in whose name, straight after his arrival, all cries 


and proclamations were made. Captain La Grance, which 
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liked not very well of this enterprise, was, unto the roth of the 
month, with me, and would not have gone aboard if it had not 
been for the instant requests Captain RrpauLT had made unto 
him, which staid two days in the road attending, until La 
GRANGE was come unto him, who, being come aboard, they 
set sail altogether, and, from that time forward, I never saw 
them more. The very day that he departed, which was the 
roth of September, there rose so great a tempest, accompanied 
with such storms, that, the Indians themselves assured me, i: 
was the worst weather that ever was seen on the coast; where- 
upon, two or three days after, fearing lest our ships might be 
in some distress, I sent for M. pe Lys unto me, to take orde: 
to assemble the rest of our people, to declare unto them what 
need we had to fortify ourselves, which was done accordingly; 
and then I gave them to understand the necessity and incon- 
veniences whereinto we were like to fall, as well by the absence 
of our ships as by the nearness of the Spaniards, at whose hands 
we could look for no less than an open and sufficient proclaimed 
war, seeing they had taken land, and fortified themselves so near 
unto us; and, if any misfortune were fallen unto our men which 
were at sea, we ought to make a full account with ourselye> 
that we were to endure many great miseries, being in so sma: 
number, and so many ways afflicted as we were. Thus ever’ 
one promised me to take pains, and, therefore, considering that 
their proportion of victuals was small, and that, so continuin., 
they would not be able to do any great work, I augmentc- 
their allowance; although that, after the arrival of Captain Rt 


BAULT, my portion of victuals was alloted unto me as unto 4 
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common soldier, neither was I able to give so much as part of 
a bottle of wine to any man which deserved it; for I was so far 
from having means to do so, that the captain, himself, took two 
of my boats wherein the rest of the meal was, which was left 
me of the biscuits which I caused to be made to return into 
France, so that if I should say that I received those favors at 
the hands of the Englishmen, being strangers unto me, I should 
say but a truth. We began, therefore, to fortify ourselves, 
and to repair that which was broken down, principally toward 
the water-side, where I caused three-score foot of trees to be 
planted, to repair the palisade with the planks which I caused 
to be taken off the ship which I had builded. Nevertheless, 
notwithstanding all our diligence and travail, we were never 
able fully to repair it, by reason of the storms, which commonly 
did us so creat annoy, that we could not finish our enclosure. 
Perceiving ourselves in such extremity, | took muster of the 
men which Captain RipauLT had left me, to see if there were 
any that wanted weapons; I found nine or ten of them, whereof 
not past two or three had ever drawn sword out of a scabbard, 
as I think. Let them which have been bold to say that I had 
men enough left me so that I had means to defend myself, give 
ear a little now unto me, and, if they have eyes in their heads, 
let them see what men I had. Of the nine, there were four 
but young striplings, which served Captain Risautt, and kept 
his dogs; the fifth was a cook; among those that were without 
the fort, and which were of the aforesaid company of Captain 
RipauL_tT, there was a carpenter, of three-score years old; one, 


a beer-brewer, one old cross-bow maker, two shoemakers, and 
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four or five men that had their wives, a player on the virginals, 
two servants of M. pe Lys, one of M. pE BEAUHAIRE, one of 
M. DE LA GRANGE, and about four-score and five or six in all, 
counting as well lackeys as women and children. Behold the 
goodly troop, so sufficient to defend themselves, and so courage- 
ous as they have esteemed them to be; and, for my part, I 
leave it to others’ consideration to imagine whether Captain 
RiBAULT would have left them with me, to have borrowed my 
men, if they had been such. ‘Those that were left me of mine 
own company were about sixteen or seventeen that could bear 
arms, and all of them poor and lean; the rest were sick and 
maimed in the conflict which my lieutenant had with Urina. 
This view being thus taken, we set our watches, whereof we 
made two sentinels, that the soldiers might have one night free. 
Then we bethought ourselves of those which might be most 
sufficient, among whom we chose two, one of whom was named 
M. Sr. Cer, and the other, M. pE La VIGNE, to whom we 
delivered candles and lanterns, to go round about the fort to 
view the watch, because of the foul and foggy weather. | 
delivered them, also, a sand-glass, or clock, that the sentinels 
might not be troubled more one than another. In the mean- 
while, I ceased not, for all the foul weather, nor my sickness 
which I had, to oversee the corps de garde. The night between 
the rgth and 2oth of September, La Vicne kept watch with 
his company, wherein he used all endeavor, although it rained 
without ceasing. When the day was, therefore, come, and that 
he saw that it still rained worse than it did before, he pitied the 


sentinals so moiled and wet, and, thinking the Spaniards would 
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not have come in such a strange time, he let them depart, and, 
to say the truth, he went himself unto his lodging. In the 
meanwhile, one which had something to do without the fort, 
and my trumpeter, which went up unto the rampart, perceived 
a troop of Spaniards which came down from a little knappe, 
where, incontinently, they began to cry alarm, and the trum- 
peter also, which, as soon as ever I understood, forthwith I 
issued out, with my target and sword in my hand, and got me 
into the midst of the court, where I began to cry upon my 
soldiers. Some of them, which were of the forward sort, went 
toward the breach, which was on the south side, and where the 
munitions of the artillery lay, where they were repulsed and 
slain. By the self-same place two ensigns entered, which im- 
mediately were planted on the walls. ‘T’wo other ensigns also 
entered on the other side, towards the west, where there was 
another breach, and those which were lodged in this quarter, 


and which showed themselves, were likewise defeated. 
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iS I went to succor them which were 


ey f | 


ge 

ng #04] 
2 YA 
a 


defending the breach on the south-west 
side, I encountered, by chance, a great 
company of Spaniards, which had al- 


ready repulsed our men, and were now 





Being there, I espied with them, one called Francis Jean, 
which was one of the mariners which stole away my barks, 
and had guided and conducted the Spaniards thither. As soon 
as he saw me, he began to say: ** This is the captain.” This 
troop was led by a captain, whose name, as I think, was Don 
Pepro Merenpes. These made certain pushes at me. with 
their pikes, which lighted on my target. But, perceiving that 
Iwas not able to withstand so great a company, and that the 
court was already won, and their ensigns planted on the ram- 
parts, and that I had never a man about me, saving one, only, 
whose name was BarTHOLOMEW, I entered into the yard of my 
lodging, into which they followed me, and, had it not been for 
a tent that was set up, I had been taken; but, the Spaniards 


which followed me were occupied in cutting off the cords of 
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the tent; and, in the meanwhile, I saved myself by the breach, 
which was on the west side, near unto my lieutentant’s lodging 
and gateway, into the woods, where I found certain of my men, 
which were escaped, of which number there were three or four 
which were sore hurt. 

Then spake I thus unto them: “Sirs, since it hath pleased 
Gop that this mischance is happened unto us, we must needs 
take the pains to get over the marshes, into the ships, which are 
at the mouth of the river.” 

Some would needs go to a little village, which was in the 
woods, the rest followed me through the reeds, in the water, 
where, being able to go no farther, by reason of my sickness 
which I had, I sent two of my men, which were with me, 
which could swim well, unto the ships, to advertise them of 
that which had happened, and to send them word to come and 
help me. They were not able, that day, to get unto the ships, 
to certify them, thereof, so I was constrained to stand in the 
water up to the shoulders, all that night long, with one of my 
men, which would never forsake me. The next day morning, 
being scarcely able to draw my breath any more, I betook me 
to my prayers, with the soldier that was with me, whose name 
was JOHN DU CHEMIN; for I felt myself so. feeble, that I was 
afraid I should die suddenly; and, in truth, if he had not 
embraced mein both his arms, and so held me up, it had not 
been possible to save me. | 

After we had made an end of our prayers, I heard a voice, 
which, in my judgment, was one of theirs which I had sent, 


which were over against the ships, and called for the ship’s 
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boat, which was so in need; and, because those of the ships 


~ had understanding of the taking of the fort, by one called Jouy 


DE Hails, master-carpenter, which fled unto them in a shallop, 
they had set sail to run along the coast, to see if they might 
save any, wherein, doubtless, they did very well their endeavor. 
They went straight to the place where the two men were, 
which I had sent, and which called them. As soon as. they 
had received them in, and understood where I was, they came, 
and found me in a pitiful condition. Five or six of them took 
me, and carried me into the shallop; some of the mariners took 
their clothes from their backs, to lend them me, and would 
have carried me presently to their ships, to give me a little 
aqua vite. Howbeit, I would not go thither, until I had first 
gone with the boat along the reeds, to seek out the poor souls 
which were scattered abroad, where we gathered up eighteen or 
twenty of them. The last that I took in was the nephew of 
the treasurer, LE Beau. After we were all come to the ships, 
I comforted them as well as [I could, and sent back the boat 
again with speed, to see if they could find yet any more. Upon 
her return, the mariners told me how that Captain James RI- 
BAULT, which was in his ship, about two muskets-shot distant 
from the fort, had parleyed with the Spaniards, and that Francis 
JEAN came unto his ship, where he stayed a long space, whereat 
they greatly marvelled, considering he was the cause of this 
enterprise, how he would let him escape. After I was come 
into the ship, called Zhe Greyhound, Captain James RIBAULT 
and Captain VALUsT came to see me, and there we concluded 


to return into France. Now, forasmuch as I found the ship 
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unfurnished of captain, pilot, master, and master’s-mate, I gave 
advice to chose out one of the most able men among all the 
mariners, and that by their own voices. I took also five men 
out of another small ship which we had sunk, because it wanted 
ballast, and could not be saved. Thus I increased the furniture 


of the ship wherein I was myself embarked, and made one, 


which had been master’s-mate in the foresaid small ship, master 


of mine. And, because I lacked a pilot, I prayed James 
RrBAuLT that he would grant me one of the four men that he 
had in his ship, which I should name unto him, to serve me for 
a pilot. He promised to give me them, which, nevertheless, he 
did not at the instant when we were ready to depart, notwith- 
standing all the speech I used to him, in declaring that it was 
for the King’s service. JI was constrained to leave the ship 
behind me, which I had bought of the English captain, because 
I wanted men to bring her away; for Captain James RIBAULT 
had taken away her furniture; I took away her ordnance only, 
which was all dismounted, whereof I gave nine pieces to JAMES 
RipauLT to carry into France, the other five I put into my ship. 

The 25th of September, we set sail to return into France, 
and Captain James Risautt and I kept company all that day 
and the next, until three or four of the clock in the afternoon; 
but, because his ship was better at bowline than ours, he kept 
him to the wind, and left us the same day. Thus we continued 
our voyage, wherein we had marvellous flaws of wind; and, 
about the 28th of October, in the morning, at the break of day, 
we descried the Js/e of Flores, and one of the Azores, where, 


immediately upon our approaching to the land, we had a mighty 
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gust of wind, which came from the north-east, which caused us 
to bear against it four days; afterwards, the wind came south 
and south-east, and was always variable. In all the time of our 
passage, we had none other food saving biscuit and water. 
About the roth or 11th of November, after we had sailed a 
long time, and, supposing we were not far from land, I caused 
my men to sound, where they found three-score and fifteen 
fathoms of water, whereat we all rejoiced, and praised Gop, 
because we had sailed so prosperously. Immediately after, I 
caused them to set sail again, and so continued our way; but, 
forasmuch as we had borne too much toward the north-east, we 
entered into Saint George’s Channel, a place much feared of by 
all sailors, and where so many ships are cast away; but it was 
a fair gift of Gop that we entered in it when the weather was 
clear. We sailed all the night, supposing we had been shot 
into the narrow sea between England and France, and, by the 
next day, to reach Dieppe, but we were deceived of our longing; 
for, about two or three of the clock after midnight, as I walked 
upon the hatches, I descried land round about me, whereat we 


were astonished. Immediately I caused them to strike sail, and 


sound; we found we had not under us past eight fathoms ot 


water, whereupon I commanded them to stay till break of day, 


which being come, and seeing, my mariners, told me that they 


knew not this land, I commanded them to approach unto it. ~~ 


Being near thereunto, I made them cast anchor, and sent the 
boat on shore, to understand in what country we were. Word 
was brought that we were in Wales, a province of England. 


I went incontinently on land, where, after I had taken the ar, 
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a sickness took me, whereof I eavgbs I should have died. In 
the meanwhile, I caused the ship to be brought into the bay of 
a small town, called Swansea, where I found merchants of S. 
Malo, which lent me money, wherewith I made certain apparel 
for myself, and part for my company that was with me; and, 
because there were no victuals in the ship, I bought two wren, 
and salted them, and a tun of beer, which I delivered into his 
hands which had charge of the ship, praying him to carry it into 
France, which he promised me to do. For mine own part, I 
purposed, with my men, to pass by land; and, after I had taken 
leave of my mariners, I departed from Swansea, and came, that 
night, with my company, to a place called Adorgan, where the 
lord of the place, understanding what I was, staid me with him 
for the space of six or seven days; and, at my departure, moved 
with pity to see me go on foot, especially being so weak as I 
was, gave me a little hackney. 

Thus I passed on my journey—frst to Bristol, and then to 
London, where I went to do my duty to M. pe Forx, which, 
for the present, was the King’s ambassador, and helped me with 
money in my necessity. From thence I passed to Ca/ais, after- 
ward to Paris, where I was informed that the King was gone 
to Afoulins, to sojourn there; incontinently, and with all the 
haste I could possibly make, I got me thither, with part of my 
company. ‘Thus, briefly, you see the discourse of all that hap- 
pened in New France, since the time it pleased the King’s 
Majesty to send his subjects thither to discover those parts. 
The indifferent and unpassionate readers may easily weigh the 


truth of my doings, and be upright judges of the endeavor which 
44 
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I there used. For mine own part, I will not accuse, nor excuse 
any ; it suficeth me to have ictlownd the truth of the history, 
whereof many are able to bear witness, which were there pres- 
ent. I will plainly say one thing—that the long delay that 
Captain JoHN RrBauLT used in his embarking, and the fifteen 
days that he spent in roving along the coast of Florida before 
he came to our fort (Caroline), were the cause of the loss we 
sustained; for he discovered the coast on the 14th of August, 
and spent the time in going from river to river, which had been 
sufficient for him to have discharged his ships in, and for me to 
have embarked myself to have returned into France. I note 
well that all that he did was upon a good intent; yet, in mine 
opinion, he should have had more regard unto his charge than 
to the devices of his own brain, which, sometimes, he printed 
in his head so deeply, that it was very hard to put them out, 
which also turned to his utter undoing; for he was no sooner 
departed from us but a tempest took him, which, in fine, 
wrecked him upon the coast, where all his ships were cast 
away; and he, with much ado, escaped drowning, to fall into 


their hands, which cruelly massacred him and all his company. 
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CHAPTER. Xa¥ id. 
FOURTH EXPEDITION TO FLORIDA IN 1567, COMMANDED 
BY THE CHEVALIER DE GOURGUES. 


Nedalier De Gourgues, a gentleman 


born in the country, near unto Bordeaux, 
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friends, and sold part of his own goods, 





to set forth, and furnish three ships, of 
indifferent burthen, with all things necessary—having in them 
an hundred and fifty soldiers, and four-score chosen mariners, 
under Captain CAZENOVE, his lieutenant, and Francis Bour- 
DELOIS, master over the mariners. He set forth on the 22d 
of August, 1567, and, having endured contrary winds and 
storms for a season, he at length arrived, and went on shore in 
the Isle of Cuba. From thence he passed to the Cape of St. 
Anthony, at the end of the Isle of Cuba, about two hundred 
leagues distant from Florida, where the captain disclosed unto 
them his intention, which hitherto he had concealed from them, 
praying and exhorting them not to leave him, being so near the 


enemy, so well furnished, and in such a cause; which they all 


1567. 
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sware unto him, and that with such courage, that they would 
not stay the full moon to pass the channel of Bahama, but 
speedily discovered Florida, where the Spaniards saluted him 
with two cannon-shot from their fort, supposing that they had 
been of their nation; and GourcGueEs saluted them again, to 
entertain them in this error, that he might surprise them at 
more advantage, yet sailing by them, and making as though he 
went to some other place, until he had sailed out of sight of the 
place; so that, about evening, he landed fifteen leagues from 
the fort, at the mouth of the river Yacatacouru, which the 


Frenchmen called Stine, because they thought it to be like the 





Seine, in France. Afterward, perceiving the shore to be cov- 
ered with savages, with their bows and arrows (besides the sign 
_of peace and amity which he made them from his ships), he 
sent his trumpeter to assure them that they were come thither 
for none other end but to renew the amity and ancient league 
of the French with them. The trumpeter did his message so 
well (by reason he had been there before, under Laudonnieére), 
that he brought back from King Sarourrova (the greatest of 
all the other kings) a kid, and other meat, to refresh us, besides 
the offer of his friendship and amity. Afterward, they retired, 
dancing, in sign of joy, to advertise all the kings (SaTouRroua’s 
kinsmen) to repair thither the next day, to make a league ot 
amity with the Frenchmen. Whereupon, in the meanwhile, 
our general went about to sound the channel of the river, to 
bring in his ships, and the better to traffic and deal with the 


Savages, of whom the chiefs, the next day, in the morning, 





presented themselves—namely, the great King Sarouriova, 
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TecaTacourou, Hatmacanir, ATHORE, Harpaua, Hetma-_ 1567. 





cape, Hexicopitt, Mottovua, and others, his kinsmen and ~ 
allies, with their accustomed weapons. Then sent they to 
entreat the French general to come on shore, which he caused 
his men to do, with their swords and harquebuses, which he 
made them leave behind them, in token of mutual assurance, 
leaving his men but their swords only, after that the savages, 
complaining thereof, had left, and likewise sent away their 
weapons at the request of GourGuEs. This done, SAToURIOUA,. 
going to meet him, caused him to sit on his right hand, in a 
seat of wood of /entisque, covered with moss, made of purpose 
like unto his own. Then two of the eldest of the company 
pulled up the brambles and other weeds which were before 
them, and, after they had made the place very clean, they all 
sat round about them on the ground. Afterward, GouRGUEs, 
being about to speak, SaTrourioua prevented him, declaring at 
large, unto him, the incredible wrongs and continual outrages 
that all the savages, their wives, and children had received of 
the Spaniards since their coming into the country, and mas- 
sacring of the Frenchmen, with their continual desire, if we 
would assist them, thoroughly to revenge so shameful a treason, 
as well as their own particular griefs, for the firm good will they 
always had borne unto the Frenchmen. 

Whereupon GourcugEs, giving them his faith, and making a 
league between them and him with an oath, gave them certain 
presents of daggers, knives, looking-glasses, hatchets, rings, 
bells, and such other things, trifles unto us, but precious 


unto these kings; which, moreover, seeing his great liberality, 





. 7 — A 7 7 ~ : 
“X821-AMusH ,anaaaaH zou 
— | Pc “ ; — 
























_ bas asmenial aid sain ; ig! 
ae ‘ pa 
o3 yod? i192 ad noqaaw r Seon oe ei i: si (ROUTE 
beeus ed | hy a nos NTLOD 02 Isvongy_doaovl 3a em hey 


of doitiw ,eseudeypied bas ebiowe tis diiw ob. o 


sonsiuees Isutum to asidot ni .aveds braided saves moe 


cm « . : . . ~ Sore ry ~ LY ttt. - 
UG cyl y ; LIVWAUGCYL/ TO eID ods 18 @no >) 
& al. id id nid bseweo »mid jeom of s anion 


pug Ye obam ,zaom dsiw borevo> ,wyitial 10 boow Yo F 
yaagmon sa 3 1 Io ow: aodT nwo eid ony sail, 
maid ors que rs 
iq ods obam bed yods tite ed 


ea ! isWwts ; 1OTS fig mary ju0OGE by ahite a1 ast 


’ rIIF | TAG a 3 #uodR 
= h ° - -_? | * 4 
? ’ . 190i 38? fon onu 
pi 4 
etuw ¥i¥ Fea ‘ “ai ve 3n% hw Re 
; i 2aninod : sie Syiter 
‘ aie ; P 7 
is dinw 2171 4. of) To 
vidonororls .erod? Jelzex bluow. 
; 19 1sluciieg Awe tots 20 Ilsw ee % 
omdone sd3 omy onied bed & 


* , ‘ ° rr 

(ft ; 12167 20) Of v45 LAUDAVOU Hog usted we 
. re ate P p hea Ne 
M1iaI19) iJ BY ,f360 18 Uiiw minh Die moans noewiod aug sol 


‘ ime 

evois21g «lund .20 olnw eohint .egnidi adie dowe os, 
- os 

2 





a 
- % « _ 
(oe 
: — TT “/~. email a; ; na Ore res (f s ‘ mie 
wiletedil 15519 ety fille ¢ 4 POO TOM site : Or aid 92 
‘ 5 L Qo he i 
- ot ao =i 
ih nv eer x " 





1567. 


350 HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS OF 


demanded, each one, a shirt of him, to wear only on their 
festival days, and to be buried in at their death. Which things, 
after that they had received, and SaTourioua had given in 
recompense to Captain GourcGuEs two chains of silver grains 
which hung about his neck, and each of the kings certain 
deer-skins, dressed after their manner, they retired themselves, 
dancing and very jocund, with promise to keep all things 


secret, and to bring unto the said place good companies of 


.their subjects, all well armed, to be avenged thoroughly on 


the Spaniards. In the meanwhile, GourGuEs very narrowly 
examined PETER DE BrEBorRN, in Newhaven, which, being but 
a young stripling, escaped out of the fort into the woods, while 
the Spaniards murdered the rest of the French, and was, after- 
wards, brought up with SaTourroua, which, at that time, 
bestowed him on our general, whose advice stood him in great 
stead; whereupon he sent to discover the fort, and the estate of 
the enemies, by certain of his men, being guided by OLorTa- 
CARA (SATOURIOUA’s nephew), which he had given him for 
this purpose, and for assurance of Esrampes, a gentleman of 
Cominges, and others, which he sent to descry the state of the 
enemies. Moreover, he gave him a son of his, stark naked, as 
all of them are, and his wife, which he loved best of all the 
rest, of eighteen years old, apparaled with the moss of trees, 
which, for three days’ space, were in the ships, until our men 
returned from descrying the state of the enemy, and the kings 
had furnished their preparation at their rendezvous. 

Their marching being concluded, and the savages’ rendezvous 


being appointed them beyond the river Sa/imacani (of our men 
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called Somme), they all drank, with great solemnity, their drink, 
called cassine, made of the juice of certain herbs (as they are 


wont to do when they go to any place of danger), which hath 


such force, that it taketh from them hunger and thirst for 


twenty-four hours, and GourGuEs was fain, as though he drank, 
thereof, for company. Afterward, they lifted up their hands, 
and sware all, that they would never forsake him; Ororocara 
followed him, with pike in hand. Being all met at the river 
Sarauahi (not without great trouble, by reason of the rain and 
places full of water, which they must needs pass, which hin- 
dered their passage), they were distressed with famine—finding 
nothing, by the way, to eat, their bark of provision being not 
arrived, which was to come unto him from the ships, the over- 
sight and charge whereof he had left unto BurpDELotIs, with the 
rest of the mariners. 

Now, he had learned that the Spaniards were four hundred 
strong, being divided into three forts, builded and flanked, and 
well fortified upon the River of May—the great fort, specially 
began by the French, and, afterward, repaired by them, upon 
the most dangerous and principal landing-place, whereof, two 
leagues lower, and nearer toward the river’s mouth, they had 
made two smaller forts, which were defended—the river passing 
between them, with six-score soldiers, good store of artillery, 
and other munition, which they had in the same. From Sara- 
cary, unto these small forts, was two leagues’ space, which he 
found very painful, because of the bad ways and continual rain. 
Afterward, he departed from the river Catacouru, with ten shot, 


to view the first fort, and to assault it the next day, in the 
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morning, by the break of day, which he could not do, because 





of the foul weather and darkness of the night. 

King HELIcopiL£, seeing him out of quiet, in that he had 
failed of his purpose there, assured him to guide him a more 
easy way, though it were farther about; insomuch, as leading 
him through the woods, he brought him within sight of the 
fort, where he discerned one quarter, which was but begun to 
be entrenched. Thus, after he had sounded the small river 
that falleth down thereby, he staid until ten of the clock in the 
morning, for an ebb-water, that his men might pass over there 
unto a place where he had seen a little grove, between the river 
and the fort (that he might not be seen to pass, and set his 
soldiers in array), causing them to fasten their stalks to their 


morions, and to hold up their swords and a/ivers in their hands, 


| 


for fear lest the water, which reached up to their girdles, 
should not wet them, where they found such abundance of 
great oysters and shells, which were so sharp, that many had 
their legs cut with them, and many others lost their shoes. 
‘Notwithstanding, as soon as they were passed over, with a 
French courage, they prepared themselves for the assault, on 
the Sunday eve next after Easter-day, in April, 1568. = Inso- 


much, that GourcuEs, to employ the ardent heat of this good 


ten mariners, laden with pots and balls of wild-fire to burn 
the gate, and then he assaulted the fort on another side, after he 
had made a short speech unto his men of the strange treasons 


which the Spaniards had played their companions. But, being 


. 


affection, gave twenty shot to his lieutenant (CazENovVE), and 


descried as they came, holding down their heads, within twe 
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hundred paces from the fort, the gunner, being upon the terrace 
of the fort, after he had cried **Arm! arm! these be French- 


}»? 


men!” discharged twice upon them a culverin, whereon the 
arms of France were graven, which had been taken from Lau- 
donniére; but, as he went about to charge it the third time, 
Oxotocara, which had not learned to keep his rank, or, rather, 
moved with rage, leapt on the platform, and thrust him through 
the body with his pike, and slew him. Whereupon Gourcues 
advanced forward, and, after he had heard Cazenove cry that 
the Spaniards, which issued out armed at the cry of the alarm, 
were fled, he drew to that part, and so hemmed them in 
between him and his lieutenant, that, of three-score, there 
escaped not a man, saving only fifteen, reserved unto the same 
death which they had put the French unto, The Spaniards of 
the other fort, in the meanwhile, ceased not to play with their 
ordnance, which much annoyed their assailants—although to 
answer them, they had, by this, placed, and oftentimes, the four 
pieces found in the first fort. 

Whereupon GourcuEs, being accompanied with four-score 
shot, went aboard the bark, which met him there to good pur- 
pose, to pass into the wood near unto the fort, out of which he 
supposed the Spaniards would issue, to save themselves, through 
the benefit of the woods, in the great fort, which was not past 
one league distant from the same.. Afterward, the savages, not 
Staying for the return of the bark, leapt all into the water, 
holding up their bows and arrows in one hand, and swimming 
with the other, so that the Spaniards, seeing both the shores 


covered with so great a number of men, thought to flee towards 
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the woods ; but, being charged by the French, and, afterwards, 
repulsed by the savages, towards whom they would have retired, 
they were sooner, than they would, bereft of their lives. To 
conclude, they all there ended their days, saving fifteen of those, 
which were reserved to be executed for the example of others. 
Whereupon, Captain GourcuEs, having caused al] that he 
found in the second fort to be transported unto the first, where 
he meant to strengthen himself to take resolution against the 
great fort, the state, whereof, he did not understand; in fine, a 
serjeant of a band, one of the prisoners, assured him that they 
might be there very near three hundred, well furnished, under a 
brave governor, which had fortified there, attending further 
SUCCOTS. . 

Thus, having obtained of him the platform, the height, the 
fortification, and passages unto it, and, having prepared eight 
good lathers, and raised all the country against the Spaniards, 
that he might not have news, nor succors, nor retreat, on any 
side, he determined to march forward. In the meanwhile, the 
governor sent a Spaniard, disguised like a savage, to spy out 
the state of the French; and, though he were discovered by. 
Oxotocara, yet he used all the cunning he could possibly to 
persuade them that he was one of the second fort, out of which 
having escaped, and, seeing none but savages on every side, he 
hoped more in the Frenchmen’s than their mercy, unto whom he 
came to yield himself, disguised like a savage, for fear lest, if he 
should have been known, he should have been massacred by 
those barbarians. But the spy, being brought face to face with 


the serjeant of the band, and convicted to be one of the great 
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fort, was reserved until another time, after that he had assured 
GourGuEs, that the bruit was, that he had two thousand 
Frenchmen with him, for fear of whom the two hundred and 
three-score Spaniards, which remained in the great fort, were 
greatly astonished. Whereupon Gourcues, being resolved to 
set upon them while they were thus amazed, and, leaving his 
standard-bearer and a captain, with fifteen shot, to keep the 
fort and the entry of the river, he caused the savages to depart 
by night, to lay in ambush within the woods, on both sides 
of the river; then he departed in the morning, leaving the ser- 
jeant, and the spy, fast bound, along with him, to show him 
that, indeed, which they had only made him understand before, 
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CHAPTER XIX. 


S they marched, OLoTocara, a resolute 
savage, which never left the captain, 
said unto him, that he had served him 
faithfully, and done Whitioever he had 


commanded him; that he was assured 





to die in the conflict at the great fort ; 
wherein, nevertheless, he would not fail, though it were to 
save his life; but he prayed him to give unto his wife, if he 
escaped not, which he had meant to bestow on him, that she 
might bury the same with him, that thereby he might be 
better welcome unto the village of the souls, or spirits -de- 
parted. To whom Captain GourcuEs answered, that he had 
commended his faithful valor, the love towards his wife, and 
his noble care of immortal honor; that he desired rather to 
honor him alive than dead; and that, by Gon’s help, he would 
bring him home again with victory. 
After the discovery of the fort, the Spaniards were no niggards 
of their cannon-shot, nor of two double culverins, which, being 


mounted upon a bulwark, commanded all along the river, which 
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made Captain GourGuEs to get to the hill covered with wood, 
at the foot whereof the fort beginneth, and the forest, or wood, 
continueth and stretcheth forth beyond it, so that he had suffi- 
cient coverture to approach thereunto, without offence. He 
purposed, also, to remain there until the morning, wherein he 
was resolved to assault the Spaniards, by scaling their walls, on 
the side toward the hill, where the trench seemed not suffi- 
ciently flanked for the defence of the courtaims, and from whence 
part of his men might draw them that were besieged, which 
should show themselves, to defend the rampart, while the rest 
were coming up. But the governor hastened his unhappy des- 
tiny, causing three-score shot to sally forth, which, passing 
through the trenches, advanced forward, to descry the number 
and valor of the French: whereof twenty, under the conduct 
of CAZENOVE, getting between the fort and them, which now 
were issued forth, cut off their repassage, while GouRGUEs com- 
manded the rest to charge them in the front, but not to dis- 
charge, but near at hand, and so that they might be sure to hit 
them—that afterward, with more ease, they might cut them in 
pieces with their swords; so that, turning their backs as soon 
as they were charged, and compassed in by his lieutenant, they 
remained all slain upon the place; whereat the rest that were 
besieged were so astonished, that they knew no other means to 
save their lives but by fleeing into the woods adjoining ; where, 
nevertheless, being encountered again by the arrows of the 
savages, which lay in wait there for them (whereof one ran 
through the target and body of a Spaniard, which therewithal 


fell down stark dead), some were constrained to turn back, 
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choosing rather to die by the hand of the French, which 


pursued them—assuring themselves that none of them could 


find any favor, neither with the one nor the other nation, 
whom they had, alike, and so out of measure, cruelly entreated 
—saving those which were reserved to be an example for the 
time to come. 

The fort, when it was taken, was found well provided of all 
necessaries ; namely, of five double culverins, and four mynions, 
with divers other small pieces, of all sorts, and eighteen gross 
cakes of gunpowder; all sorts of weapons, which Gourcues 
caused, with speed, to be embarked, saving tha powder and 
other moveables, by reason it was all consumed by fire, through 
the negligence of a savage, which, in seething of his fish, set 
fire on a train of powder, which was made and holden by 
the Spaniards, to have feasted the French, at the first assault, 
thus blowing up the storehouse, and the other houses, built 
of pine trees. The rest of the Spaniards being led away pris- 
oners with the others, after that the general had showed them 
the wrong which they had done, without occasion, to all the 
French nation, were all hanged on the boughs of the same 
trees whereon the Frenchmen hung—of which number five 
were hanged by one Spaniard; which, perceiving himself in 
like miserable estate, confessed his fault, and the just judgment 
which Gop had brought upon him. | 

But, instead of the writing which PEprRo MeELenpes ha 
hanged over them, importing these words, in Spanish: “I do 
not this-as unto Frenchmen, but as unto Lutherans,’? Gouk- 


GUES caused to be imprinted, with a searing iron, in a table of 





A Ay rer 


4h E1100 ? 
ial ah Y 


“ 
Wits 










mad? ¥o saon ts ed? rovisamals gis Ri 
- ~_*? he 
-nvisen isto ods xon ono stl. dive aeltis sia a ; boa. 





Si ait 


dyads modw. 







; 3 SHITMIAS * | DSWIsE9T Bis% ioe Reot gnivae— weil 


30D OF omit 


‘ ¢ -~ 
ax : : 
i ls ‘ 
: : 
, ' : 
J 
. 
' 
4 ; > 
, ) fi 
! a 
he Me ’ - ‘ 
- 
4 ina 
'¥ ; . af 
- 
a ‘ 
i f : 3 
: : - 
a] Vv a 
| Py as 
- ‘ 
} Wh ) fir 
he 
« a? 
) of * 
= i 
n 
n ee 
- tha / 
t : 
- e)* 
eis P 
, 
: “~" . 
- ’ J ‘ 
. 
wed 
~ 
' , 
7 ‘ 
’ 
~ r 
4 ‘ ) J 
1 , ; nant 
/ ‘ ‘ a e J v c ‘ - 2 « 
. 
7 aout Tie ‘ iS is i 
Rn 
, * 
t La *puay ‘ 
- : ee | « se i ii 
La] 
Z 
o 
Ny ¥ 
bs 
7 * ; 
. 
% 
7 8" 





LOUISIANA AND FLORIDA. 359 


firewood: ‘1 do not this as unto Spaniards, nor as unto mariners, 
} but as unto traitors, robbers, and murtherers.” 
Afterwards, considering he had not men enough to keep his 
| forts which he had won, much less to store them, fearing, also, 
lest the Spaniards, which hath dominions near adjoining, should 
renew his forces, or the savages should prevail against the 
Frenchmen, unless his Majesty would send thither, he resolved 
/to raze them. And, indeed, after he had assembled, and, in the 
end, persuaded all the savage kings so to do, they caused their 
subjects to run thither with such effect, that they overthrew 
j all the three forts flat, even with the ground, in one day. This 
done by GourcuEs, that he might return to his ships, which 
were left in the River of Seine, called Tacatacourou, fifteen 
leagues distant from thence, he sent Cazenove and the artil- 
lery by water ; afterward, with four-score harquebusiers, armed 
with corselets, and matches lit, followed, with forty mariners, 
bearing pikes, by reason of the small confidence he was to have 
in so many savages, he marched by land, always in battle array 3 
finding the ways covered with savages, which came to honor 
| him with presents and praises, as the deliverer of all the coun- 
tries round about adjoining. An old woman, among the rest, 
| said unto him, that now she cared not any more to die, since 
she had seen the Frenchmen once again in Florida, and the 
Spaniards chased out. Briefly, being arrived, and finding his 
ships set in order, and everything ready to set sail, he counseled 
the kings to continue in the amity and ancient league which 
they had made with the King of France, which would defend 


| them against all nations; which they all promised, shedding tears 
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because of his departure—OLocorara especially; for appeasing 
of whom, he promised them to return within twelve moons (so 
they count the year), and that his King would send them an 
army, and store of knives for presents, and all other things 
necessary. So that, after he had taken his leave of them, and 
assembled his men, he thanked Gop of all his success since his 
setting forth, and prayed to Him for a happy return. “The 3d day 
of May, 1568, all things were made ready, the rendezvous 
appointed, and the anchors weighed to set sail so prosperously, 
that, in seventeen days, they ran eleven hundred leagues, con- 
tinuing which course, they arrived at Rochelle the 1st of June, 
the thirty-fourth day after their departure from the River of 
May, having lost but a small pinnace, and eight men in it, with 
a few gentlemen, and others, which were slain in the assault- 
ing of the forts. 

After the cheer and good entertainment which he received of 
those of Rochelle, he sailed to Bordeaux, to inform M. Mon ruc 
of the things above mentioned; albeit, he was advertised of 
eighteen pinnaces, and a great ship of two hundred tons, full of 
Spaniards, which, being assured of the defeat in Florida, and 
that he was at Rochelle, came as far as Che-de-Bois the same 
day that he departed thence, and followed him as far as Siay 
(but he was gotten already to Bordeaux), to make him yield 
another account of his voyage than that wherewith he made 
many Frenchmen right glad. The Catholic king, being after- 
ward informed that GourGuEs could not easily. be taken, offered 
a great sum of money to him that could bring him his head; 


praying, moreover, King Cuar Les to do justice on him, as of the 
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author of so bloody an act, contrary to their alliance and good 1567. 





—— 


league of friendship. Insomuch as, coming to Paris to present 
himself unto the King, to signify unto him the success of his 
voyage, and the means which he had to subdue this whole 
country unto his obedience (wherein he offered to employ his 
life and all his goods), he found his entertainment and answer so 
contrary to his expectation, that, in fine, he was constrained to 
hide himself a long space in the Court of Reanne, about the year 
1570; and, without the assistance of President Maricny, in 
whose house he remained certain days, and of the Receiver of 
Varquieulx, which always was his faithful friend, he had been in 
great danger; which grieved not a little Dominique DE Gour- 
GUES, considering the services which he had done, as well unto 
him as to his predecessors, kings of France. He was born in 
Mount Marsan, in Guyenne, and employed for the service of 
the most Christian kings in all the armies made since these | 
twenty-five or thirty years. At last, he had the charge and honor 
of a captain, which, in a place near unto Sezme, with thirty 
soldiers, sustained the brunt of a part of the Spanish army, by 
which, being taken in the assault, and having all his men cut 
to pieces, he was put into a galley, in token of the good war 
and singular favor which the Spaniard is wont to show us; 
but, as the galley was going toward Sicily, being taken by 
the Turks, led away to Rhodes, and thence to Constantinople; 
it was shortly afterward recovered by RomEGuas, commander 
over the army of Malta. 

By this means, returning home, he made a voyage on the 


coast of Africa, whence he took his course to Brazil, and to the 
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1567. South Sea. At length, being desirous to repair the honor of 
France, he set upon Florida, with such success as you have 
heard. So that, being become, by his continual warlike actions, 
both by land and sea, no less valiant captain than skillful mari- 
ner, he hath made himself feared by the Spaniards, and accept- 
able unto the Queen of England, for the desert of his virtues. 
To conclude, the Chevalier DE Gourcues died in the year 


1582, to the great grief of such as knew him. 
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